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Iv PREFACE. 

I n  the Latin and German tests brackets with a star contain different textual 
readings, while all other brackets contain explanations, quotations froiii authors 
referred to in the texts, etc. Unless otherwise indicated, citations from Church 
Fathers, etc., are taken from Mueller's edition of the Symbolical Books, p. 820 ff. 

I n  keeping with the principle otherwise observed in the TRIGLOT, the super- 
scriptions of the first 2 1  articles of the Latin and German Augsburg Confession 
(a i th  the exception only of Article XX in the German text), furthermore Brticles 
I, 11, and I X  of the Apoiogy, and a number of Eible references should have been 
put in braclrets, becaiise they are additions not found in  the original German and 
Latin editions of 1580 and 1584. 

Brackets in the English text contain words, phrases, sentences, or shorter or 
longer passages from the respective German or Latin text mhich is not the basis 
of the translation. 

The "Index of Scripture Texts" and the German "Sach- und Kamenregister" 
have been appropriated from Mueller's edition oi the Lutheran symbols, mhile the 
English "Index of Snbjects" is the one found in Jacobs7s Rook of Concord, whicli, 
homerer, is also based oll hlueller. The tedious worli of changing the page-numbers 
of these indexes to those of tlie TRIGLOT was done by Prof. Dau. Al1 three indexes 
have also been revised and substantiall~ augmented. 

The Lutheran Chiirch differs from all other churches in being essentially the 
Church of the pure Kord and unadulterated Sacraments. Kot the great number 
of her adherents, not her organizations, not her charitable and other institutions, 
not her beautiful custonw and liturgical forms, etc., but the precious truths confessed 
by her symbols in perfect agreement with the Holy Scriptures constitute the true 
beauty and rich treasures of our Church, as well as the never-failing source of her 
vitality and power. 

Whererer the Lutheran Church ignored her symbols or rejected all or some 
of them, there she a h a p  fell an easy prey to her enemies. But where1-er she held 
fast to her God-given cromn, esteemed and studied her confessions, and actiially 
madc them a nornl and standard of her entire life and practise, there tl-ie Lutheran 
Church flourished and confoiinded all her enemies. 

Accordinglg, if Lntherans truly love their Church, and desire and seek her 
melfare, they must be faithful to her confessions and constantly be on their guard 
lest any one rob her of her treasure. To strengthen this loyalty and to further and 
facilitate the study of our "Golden Concordia,"- such is the object also of this 
Jubilee Edition - the TRIGLOT CONCORDIA. 

May God be pleased, as in the past, so also i n  the future, to bless onr Church, 
and graciously keep her i n  the true and only saving Christian faith as set forth and 
confessed in the Lutheran symbols, whose paramount object is to maintain the gem 
of Luther's Reformation, the blessed doctrine of salvation by grace only, ahich most 
wonderfiilly inagnifies the great glory of our God, and alone is able to inlpart solid 
comfort to poor sjnners. 

F. BENTE, 

July 4, 1921. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 340. 















































































































VII. Smalcald Articles and Tract concerning Power and Primacy of Pope. 58 

For in his letter to Spalatin, of December 15, 
1536, Luther wrote: "But you will keep these 
matters [his journey to Wittenberg to discuss 
the articles] as secret as possible, and pretend 
other reasons for your departure. Ned haec 
clecreta teneas quantum potes, e t  finge a l i m  
causas abeundi." (St. L. 21 b, 2135.) Decem- 
ber 11 the Elector again called attention to 
the articles, desiring that Amsdorf, Agricola, 
and other outside theologians be called to 
Wittenberg a t  his expense to take part in the 
discussion. Shortly after, Luther must have 
finished the articles. The numerous changes 
and improvements appearing in the original 
manuscript, which is still preserved in the 
Heidelberg library, show how much time and 
labor he spent on this work. Concluding his 
articles, Luther says: '<These are the articles 
On which I must stand, and, God willing, shall 
stand even to my death; and I do not know 
how to change or to yield anything in them. 
If any one wishes to yield anything, let him 
do i t  a t  the peril of his conscience." (501,3.) 

Toward the close of the year Luther sub- 
mitted the draft to his colleagues, Jonas, 
Bugenhagen, Cruciger, Melanchthon, and those 
who had come from abroad, Spalatin, Ams- 
dorf, and Agricola. After thorough discussioh 
it was adopted by all with but few changes, 
e. g., regarding the adoration of the saints, 
concerning which Luther had originally said 
nothing. (Kolde, 44.) Spalatin reports that 
all the articles were read, and successively 
considered and discussed. The Elector had 
spoken also of points in which a concession 
might be possible. In the discussion a t  Wit- 
tenberg, Spalatin mentioned as such the ques- 
tion whether the Evangelicals„ in case the 
Pope would concede the cup to them, should 
cease preaching against the continuance %of 
the one kind among the Papists; furthermore, 
what was to be done with respect to ordina- 
tion and the adiaphora. Luther had not 
entered upon a discussion of these questions, 
chiefly, perhaps, because he was convinced 
that the council would condemn even the 
essential articles. (Compare Melanchthon's 
letter of August 4, 1530. to Campegius, C. R. 
2,246.) After the articles had been read and 
approved, Spalatin prepared a copy (now pre- 
served in the archives a t  Weimar), which was 
signed by the eight theologians present, by 
Melanchthon, however, with the limitation 
that the Pope might be permitted to retain 
his authority "iure humano," "in case he 
would admit the Gospel." Perhaps Melanch- 
thon, who probably would otherwise have dis- 
simulated, felt constrained to add this stric- 
ture on accpunt of the solemn demand of the 
Elector that no one should hide any dissent 
of his, with the intention of publishing it  
later. (C. R. 3, 140.) 

69. Articles Endorsed by Elector. 
With these first subscriptions, Luther sent 

his articles to the Elector on January 3, 1537, 
by the hand of Spalatin. In  the accompanying 
letter of the same date he informed the Elec- 
tor that he had asked Amsdorf, Eisleben 
[Agricola], and Spalatin to come to Witten- 

berg on Decemher 28 or the following days. 
"I presented the articles which I had myself 
drawn up according to the command of Your 
Electoral Grace, and talked them over with 
them for several days, oming to my weakness, 
which intervened (as I tbink, by the agency 
of Satan) ; for otherwise I had expected to 
deliberate upon them no Jonger than one day. 
And herewith I am sending them, as affirmed 
with their signatures, by our dear brother 
and good friend, Magister George Spalatin, to 
deliver them to Your Electoral Grace, as they 
all charged and asked rne so to do. At the 
same time, since there are some who, by sus- 
picion and words, insinuate that we parsons 
( P f a f f e n ) ,  as thep call us, Iiy our stubbornness 
desire to jeopardize you princes and lords, to- 
gether with your lands and people, etc., I very 
humbly ask, also in the name of all of us, that 
by all means Your Electoral Grace would rep- 
rimand us for this. For if i t  would prove 
dangerous for other humble people, to say 
nothing of Your Electoral Grace, together 
with other lords, lands, and people. we would 
much rather take i t  upon ourselves alone. 
Accordingly, Your Electoral Grace will know 
well how far and to what extent you will ac- 
cept these articles, for we would have no one 
but ourselves burdened with them, leaving it to 
every one whether he will, or will not, hurden 
also himself with them." (St. L. 21b, 2142.) 

In his answer of January 7, 1537, the Elec- 
tor expressed his thanks to Luther for having 
drawn up the articles "in such Christian, true, 
and pure fashion," and rejoiced over the una- 
nimity of his theologians. At the same time 
he ordered Chancellor Brueck to take steps 
toward having the most prominent pastors 
of the country subscribe the articles, "so that 
these pastors and preachers, having affixed 
their names, must abide by these articles and 
not devise teachings of their own, according 
to their own opinion and liking, in case Al- 
mighty God would summon Doctor Martin 
from this world, which rests with His good 
will." (Kolde, 45.) In  the letter which the 
Elector sent to Luther, we read: "We give 
thanks to Almighty God and to our Lord 
Christ for having granted you health and 
strength to prepare these articles in such 
Christian, true, and pure fashion; also that 
He has given you grace, so that you have 
agreed on them with the others in Christian, 
also brotherly and friendly unity. . . . From 
them we also perceive that you have changed 
your mind in no point, but that you are stead- 
fastly adhering to the Christian articles, as 
you have always taught, preached, and writ- 
ten, which are also built on the foundation, 
namely, our Lord Jesus Christ, against whom 
the gates of hell cannot prevail, and who 
shall also remain in spite of the Pope, the 
council, and its adherents. May Almighty 
God, through our Lord Christ, bestow His 

ace on us all, that with steadfast and true 
aith we abide by them, and suffer no human T 

fear or opinion to turn us therefrom! . . . 
After reading them over for the second time, 
we can entertain no other opinion of them, 
but accept them as divine, Christian, and true, 































































8 4 Historical Introductions t o  the Symbolical Books. 

So also "German Catechism" is in contrast 
t o  the Latin instruction in the churches and 
especially in  tlie schools. Concerning the lat- 
ter  we read, e. g., in the instruction of the 
visitors: "The boys sliall also be induced to  
speak Latin,  and the schooltrachers shall, as  
f a r  as  possible, speak nothing but Latin with 
them." (26,240.) E re r  since the early par t  of 
the Middle Ages tlie Latin Credo, Pater-  
noster, etc., had been regarded and memorized 
as  sacred formulas, the vernacular being per- 
mitted only rarely, and reluctantly a t  that. 
Also in the Lutheran Church the Latin lan- 
guage was not immediately abolished. A num- 
ber of Evangelical catechisms, antedating Lu- 
ther's, were written in, and presuppose the use 
of, the Latin language, for example, Melanch- 
thon's Encl~iridion, Urcrius's Paedngogia, 
Agricola's Elcmenta Pietntis, etc. The Bruns- 
wick Liturgy of 1528, drafted by Bugenhagen, 
prescribed tha t  on Saturday evening and early 
on Sunday morning the chief parts of the 
Catechism be read in Latin in the churches 
"on both galleries, slowly, without chanting 
( s k e  tono),  alternately ( ummescl~icht) ." The 
Wittenberg Liturgy ~ rov ided :  "Before the 
early sermon on Sundays or on festival-days 
the boys in the choir, on both sides. shall read 
the entire Catechism in Latin, verse by verse, 
without ornamental tonc (si7te tono distilir 
cto)." (477.) Accordingly, when Luther be- 
gan to  prrach on the chief parts in Grrman. 
he was said to conduct "German Catecliism." 
And since German services with German in- 
struction were institutcd by Luther in the in- 
terest of the unlearned and such as  were un- 
able to  attend the Latin schools, the term 
"Gerrnan Catechism" was equivalent to  popu- 
lar  instruction in religion. That Luthcr's 
Catechism, also in point of racy language, was 
German to  the core, appears from the  frequent 
use of German words and e-ipresGons x~hich, 
in  part ,  have fiince heconie obsolete. ( M u d -  
ler, Bymb. Buecher, 857-860.) 

108. E d i t i o n s  of Larg-e Catechism. 
The first edition (quar to)  of the  Large Cate- 

chism, of which Roerrr forwarded copies on 
April 23, 1529, contains, as  text, the Com- 
mandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the words of institution of the Sacraments. 
The text is preceded by a Brief Preface, which, 
however, Luther, considering i t  a par t  of the 
Catechism, did not designate and superscribe 
as  such. Some instructions and admonitions 
are inserted hrtween the Catechism-teut, which 
is followed by the detailed euplanation. Such 
is the form in which tlic Large Catechism first 
appeared, and which, in the main, i t  also re- 
tained. The second edition (also in quarto 
and from the year 1529) reveals nurnerous 
textual corrections and adds a longer section 
to  the Lord's Prayer, uiz., paragraphs 9 to  11 : 
"at the risk of God's wrath . . . seek His 
grace." (609.) This addition, though not 
found in the German Book of Concord of 
1580, was received into the official Latin Con- 
cordia of 1584. Furthermore, the second edi- 
tion of 1529 adds the "Short Admonition t o  
Confession"; hence the  subtitle: "Increased 

by a New Instruction and Admonition to  Con- 
fession." This addition, however, was em- 
bodied in  neither the German nor the Latin 
Concordia. I n  the Seventli Commaiidment the 
second edition of 1529 omits the  words "with 
whom [arch-thieves] lords and princes keep 
company" (644, 230),  which, according to  
Albrecht, was due t o  a timid proof-reader. 
Numerous marginal notes, briefly summarizing 
the  contents, were also added to  this edition 
and retnined in  the Latin Concordia of 1581. 
Furthermore, i t  contained 24 woodcuts, the 
first three of which were already used in Me- 
lanchthon's fragmentary Catechism Sermons 
of 1528, for which book probablv also the re- 
maining cuts were originally fntended. Al- 
brecht remarks: "Let i t  remairi undecided 
whether the  cuts, which Alelanchthon prob- 
ably was first to  select for his catechism ser- 
mons of 1528, were received into the edition 
of 1529 (which Luther corrected) upon a sug- 
gestion of the printer Rhau, or Bugenhagen, 
or Luther himsclf." (W.  30, 1,493.) 

Tmo Latin as  well a s  a Low German trans- 
lation (hy Bugrnhagrn) also appeared in 1529. 
The Low German editioii, printed by Rhau, 
seems to  liave paved thc  Jiay in using the 
aforementioned pictures. Of the Latin trans- 
lations, one was prepared by Lonicer and 
printed a t  iilarburg, while the other, by Vicen- 
t ius Obsopoeus, rector of the school a t  Ans- 
bach, was printed a t  Hagenau. After making 
some changes, which were not always improve- 
ments, Selneccer embodied the la t t r r  in tlie 
Latin Concordia, adding the longer Preface 
from the Frankfurt  edition of 1,544. In  the 
Large Catechism this new Preface is found for 
the first time in Rhau's quarto edition of 1530. 
Litera1 allusions to Luther's letter of June  30, 
1530, to  J .  Jonas have given rise to  the  as- 
sumption tha t  i t  was nr i t ten  a t  Castle Co- 
burg. (Endcrs, 8,47.37.) In  the Jena  edition 
of Luther's Works, the Dresden edition of the 
Book of Concord of 1580, the Magdeburg 
edition of 1580, the Heidelberg folio edition of 
1682, and thc  Latin edition of 1580. this longer 
Preface follows the shorter. However, since 
the shorter Preface forms par t  of the  Cate- 
chism itself, the longer Preface ought t o  pre- 
cede i t ,  as  is  the case in the official Latin Con- 
cordia of 1584. I n  the Low German edition 
of 1531 Bugenhagen defends the espressions, 
criticized by some: I brlieve "an Gott, an 
Christum" in the  Low German edition of 1529, 
instead of "in Gott, in Christum." (W. 30, 1, 
493.) I n  Rhau's edition of 1532 and 1535 the 
morning and evening pragers are  added, prob- 
ably only as  fillers. The changes in  Rhau's 
edition of 1538, styling itself, "iiewly corrected 
and improved," consist in linguistic improve- 
ments and some additions and omissions. 
Albrecht believes t ha t  most, but  not all, of 
these changes were made by Luther himself, 
and tha t  the omissions are mostly due to  in- 
advertcnce. 

109. T i t l e  of Sma l l  Catechism. 

Luther seems t o  have published the  chart  
catechism of January,  1520. without any 
special title, though Roerer, from the  very 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































