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THE P R O P H E T  I S A I A H .  

GENERAL PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 

ISAIAH is the principal prophetical figure in the first period of 
canonical prophetism, i.e., the Assyrian period, just as Jeremiah 
is in the second, i.e., the Babylonian. With Isaiah are connected 
in the kingdom of Judah: Joel, Obadiah, and Micah; in the 
kingdom of Israel: Hosea, Amoa, and Jonah. 

The name "Isrtiahl' signifies the "Salvation of the Lord." 
Jn this name we have the key-note of his prophecies, just as the 
name Jeremiah: "The Lord casts down," indicates the nature 
of hi prophecies, in which the prevailing element is entirely of a 
threatening character. That the proclamation of salvation oc- 
cupies a very prominent place in Isaiah, wae seen even by the 
Fathers of the Church. Jemme sap: "I shall expound Isa i~h 
in such a manner that he shall appear not as a prophet only, but 
aa an Evangelist and an Apostle;" and in another paawe: 
"Isaiah seems to me to have uttered not a prophecy but a Qos- 
peLn And Augwtine siye, De Civ. Dei, 1 8, c. 2 9, that, according 
to the opinion of many, Isaiah, on account of hie numerous pro- 
phecies of Christ and the Church, deseived the name of an Evan- 
gelist rather than that of a Prophet. When, after his conversion, 
Auguetinc applied to Anbroee with the question, which among 
the Sacred Booh he should read in preference to all others, he 
proposed to bim Isaiah, "because before all othera it was he who 
had more openly declared the Gospel and the calling of the 
Gentilea" (Aug. Con$ ix. 6.) With the Fathers of the Church 
Lutlm coincides. He ~ a y s  in commendation of I~aiah: "He 
iR f d  of loving, comforting, cheering words for all poor con- 
wiencea, and wretched, d i c t e d  hearts." Of course, there is in 
Isaiah no want of severe reproofs and threstenings If it were 

A 



2 MESSIANIC PREDICTIONS IN THE PROPHETS. 

otherwise, he would have gone beyond the boundary by which 
true prophetism is sepamted from false. "There is in it," as 
Luther says, "enough of threatenings and terrors against the 
hardened, haughty, obdurate heads of the wicked, if it might be 
of some use." But the threateninga never form the close in 
Isaiah ; they always at last run out into the promise; and while, 
for example, in the great majority of Jeremiah's prophecies, the 
promise, which m o t  be wanting in any true prophet, is com- 
monly only sliort, and hinted at, sometimes consisting only of 
words which are thrown into the midst of the several threaten- 
ing~, e. g., iv. 27 : "Yet will I: not make a full end,"-in Isaiah 
tho stream of consolation floms in the richest fulness. The pro- 
miae absolutely prevails in the second part, fiom chap. d.-lxvi. 
The reason of this peculierity is to be sought for chiefly in the 
historid circumstances. Isaiah lived at a time in which, 
in the kingdom of Judah, the corruption wee k from having 
already reached its greatest height,-in which there stillexisted, 
in that kingdom, a numerous " election" which gathered round 
the prophet as their spiritad centre. With a view to this circle, 
Isaiah utters the words: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people." 
The contemporary prophets of the kingdom of the ten tribes, 
which was poisoned in ifa very b t  origin, founda different state 
of thing; the field. there was already ripe for the harvest of 
judgment. h i d  at the time of Jeremiah, Judah had become like 
her apostatesister. At that time it waenot so muchneededtocom- 
fort the mkrable, as to terrify sinners in their security. It was 
only aEter the wrath of Ood had manifested itself in deeds, only 
after the judgment of God had been executed upon Jerusalem, or 
waa immediatelyat hand,-it wee only then that, in Jeremiah, and 
eo in b k i e l  also, the stream .of promise broke forth without 
hinderance. 

Chronology is, throughout, the principle according to which 
the Prophecies of Isaiah am arranged, In the first six chapters, 
we obtain a survey of the Prophet's ministry under UAah and 
Jotham. Chap. v i i  to x. 4 belongs to the time of Ahaz From 
chap. x. 4 to the clme of chap. xxxv. every thing belongs to the 
time of the bssyriminvmion in the fourhenth year of Hezekiah ; 
in the f m  of which invasion the prophetic gift, of Isaiah was dis- 
played se it had never been before. The &ion, chap. xxxvi- 
xnnix., furniahee us with the historicel commentmy on the pre- 
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ceding prophecies h m  the Bssyrian period, and forms, a t  the 
same time, the transition to the second part, which still belongs 
to the same period, and the starting point of which is Judah's 
deliverance from Asshur. In  this most remarkable year of the 
Prophet's lif- year rich in the manifestation of God's glory in 
judgment and mercy-his prophecy flowed out in full streams, 
and spread to every side. Not the destinies of Judah only, but 
thoseof the Gentilenations also arediawn within ita sphere. The 
Prophet do- not confine himself to the eventa immediately a t  
hand, but in hia ecstatic state, the state of an elevated, and, as i t  
were, armed consciousness, in which he wes during this whole 
period, his eye looks into the farthest distances. He sees, espe- 
ciiy, that, at some future period, the Babylonian power, which 
kegan, even in his time, to germinate, would take the place of the 
Assyrian,-that, like it,it would find thefield of Judahwwhite for 
the harvest,-that, for this oppressor of the world, destruction is 
prepared by Ko~esh (Cyrus), the conqueror from the East, and 
that he will liberate the people from their exile ; and, at theclose 
of the development, he beholds the Saviour of the world, whose 
image he depiots in the most glowing coloura. 

Ieaibh has especially brought out the view of the Prophetic 
and Priestly o f f i d  of Christ, whilein the former prophecies i t  was 
almost alone the Kingly office which appeared ; i t  is only in Deut. 
xviii that the Prophetic office, and in Ps. cx. that the Priestly 
office,is pointedat. Of the two states of Christ, i t  isthe doctrine 
of the state of humiliation, the doctrine of the suffering Christ, 
which here meets us, while formerly it was the state of exaltation 
which was prominently brought before us,-although Isaiah too 
crtn very well describe i t  when it is necemry to meet the fears 
regarding the destruction of the Theocracy by the asaaulta of the 
powerful heathen nations. The first attempt a t  a dwription of 
the humbled, suffering, and expiating Christ, is found in chap. 
x i  1. The red seat of this proclamation is, however, in the 
eecond part, which is destined more for the election, than for the 
whole nation. I n  chap. xlii we meet the servant of God, who, 
SH a Saviour meek andlowly in heart, does not break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax, and by this merciful love 
establishes rightaousneas on the whole earth. In  chap. x lk ,  the 
Prophet describes how the covenant-people requite with in- 
gratitude the faithful labours of the Servant of &XI, but that 
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the Lord, to recompense Him for the obetinacy of Israel, gives 
Him the Gentiles for an inheritance. In  chap, 1. we have 
presented to UR that aspect of the sufferings of the Servant of 
God which is common to Christ and His people-viz., how, 
in fulfilling HiR calling, He offered His back to the smiters, and 
did not hide His face from shame and spitting. Then, &dly, 
in chap. liii-that culminating point of the prophecy of the 
Old T e s f t l m e n U s t  is placed before our eyes in His highest 
work, in His atoning and vicarioue euffering, m the truth of 
both the Old Testament high-priest, and the Old Tegtament sin- 
offering. 

There are still the following Messianic features which are 
peculiar to Isaiah. A clear Old Tecltament witness for the 
divinity of Christ is offered by chap. ix 6 (6) ; the birth by a 
vb.gin,closelyconnected with His divinity, is announced in chap. 
vii 1 4 ; mording to chap. viii 2 3 (ix 1 .) Galilee, and, in general, 
the country surrounding the Sea of aennesareth, being that 
part of the country which hitherto h d  chiefly been covered with 
disgrace, are, in a very special manner, to be honoured by the 
appearance of the Saviour, who shall come to have mercy upon 
the miserable, and to seek that which was lost. Isaiah has, fur- 
ther, first taught that, by the redemption, the consequenoes of 
the Fall would disappeaz in the irrational creation dso, and that 
i t  should return to paradisaic innocence, chap. xi. 6-9. He  
hiw h t  announced to the people of God the glorioua truth, that 
death, as i t  had not existed in the beginning, should, at the end 
also, be expelled, ohap. xxv. (3 ; xxvi. I 9. The healing powem 
which by Cllrist should be imparted to miserable mankind, 
1mia.h has described in chap xxxv. in words, which by the fu161- 
ment have, in a remarkable manner, been confirmed 

Let us endeavour to form, from the single scattered featurcq 
which occur in the prophecies of Isaiah, a comprehensive view of 
his prospects into the future. 

The announcement Grst uttered Ijy Moses of an impending 
exile of the people, and desolation of the country, is brought 
before us by Isaiah in the Grst six chapters, in the prophecies 
belonging to the time of Uzziah and Jotham, a t  which the 
future had not yet been so clearly laid open before the Pro- 
phet aa it waa a t  a later period, at the time of Ahaz, and, very 

'eepecidy, in the fourteenth yeas of Hezekiah. A reference ta 
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the respective announcements of the Pentateuch is found in 
chap. xxxvii 26, where, in opposition to the imagination of the 
King of Amhur, that, by his own power, he had penetrated as a 
conqueror as far aa Judah, Isaiah asks him whether he had not 
heard that the Lord, longago and fromancient times, had formed 
such a rwlut ion regarding Hi8 people. These words can he 
referred only to the thmtenings of the Pentsteuch,whichashort- 
sighted criticism endeavoured to ascribe to a far later period, 
without considering that the germ of this knowledge of the 
future ie found in the Dedogue also, the genuinenets of which 
is, at present, almost unanimously conceded : "In order that 
thy (Ismel's) days may be long in the land which the Lord thy 
Cod giveth thee." 

In the solemnly introduced short summary of the history of 
the covenant-people, in chap. vi., there is, after the announce- 
ment of the impending complete desolation of the country and 
the mrying away of its inhabitantsin Vera 1 1, 1 2, the i n d i w  
tion of a second judgment which will not leas make an end, in 
ver. 1 3 : "But yet there is a tenth part in it, and i t  shall again 
be destroyed ;" and this goes hand in hand with the promise 
that the election sha.ll hecome partaken of the Messianic salva,- 
t ion 

The Prophet clearly sees that, by the Syrico-Ephrdemitic war, 
the full realization of that threatening of the Pentateuch will 
not be brought. about, as far a~ Juduh is concerned ; that here x 
faint prelude only to the real fulfilment ie the point in question. 
Although the allied kings speak in chap. vii. 6: "Let us go up 
against Judea and vex it, and let us conquer it for us, and set s 
king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal," the Lord speaks 
in chap. vii. 7 : " It shall not stand, neitber shall it come to pw."  
And although the heart of the king and the heart of his people 
were moved as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind, 
the Prophet says: "Fear not, let not thy heart be tender for the 
taiL of those two smoking firebxmde." 

It is k h u r  that shall do more for the realization of that di- 
vine decree h t  revealed by Moses. It is he who, immediqtely 
after that  expedition against Judah, s h d  break the power of the 
kingdom of the ten tribeg, chap. viii. 4 : "Before the child shall 
t~ able to cry : 'My father and my mother,' the riches of Damas- 
cus and the s p i l  of Samaria shall be w r i e d  before the King of 
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Assyria." The communion of guilt into which it haa entered 
with Damascus shall also implicate it in a communion of punish- 
ment with it, chap. xvii. 3. The adversaries of Rezin shall de- 
vour Israel with open mouth, chap. ix. 1 1, 1 2. Yea dsehur 
shall, some time afterwards, put an end altogether to the king- 
dom of h 1 ;  "Within threescore and five years shall Ephraim 
be broken that it shall not be a people any more," chap. vii. 8. 
Upon Judah also severe sufferings shall be inflicted by Bsehur. 
He shall invade and devastate their land, chap. vii. 17, and chap. 
viii He shall irresistibly penetrate to the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, chap. x. 28-32. But when he is just preparing to 
inflict the mortal blow upon the head of the people of God, the 
Lord shall put a stop to him : "He shall cut down the thickets 
of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by the mighty 
one," chap. x 34. " Asshur shall be broken in the land of the 
Ilord, and upon His mountains be trodden under foot; and his 
yoke shall depart from off them, and hie burden depart from off 
their shoulders," chap. xiv. 25. "And Asehur shall fall with the 
awordnot of aman," chap. xxxi. 8. These prophecies found their 
fulfilment in the destruction of Sennacherib's host before Jeru- 
salem,-an event which no human ingenuity could haveknown 
even a day beforehand. But Isaiah does not content himself 
with promising to trembling Zion the helpof God against Aashur 
in that momentary calamity. In harmony with Hosea and 
Micah, he promises to Judth, in general, security from Bashur. 
He says toHezekiah, after that danger wae over, inchap. xxxviii. 
6 : "And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the 
King of Assyria, and I will defend this city." 

Behind the Assyrian kingdom, the Prophet beholds a new 
power germinating, viz, the Babylonian or Chaldean ; and he an- 
nouncesmost distinctly andrepatedly thatfiom thisshall procead 
a comprehensive execution of the thrmtenings against unfaithful 
Judah. According to chap. xxiii. 1 3, the Chaldeans overturn the 
Bssyrian monarchy, and conquer proud Tyre which had misted 
the atmult of the Assyhns. Shinar or Babylon appears in chap. 
xi. 1 I, in the list of the places to which Judah baa beenremoved 
in punishment. In chap. xiii. I -xiv. 27, Babylonis, for thefirst, 
time, distinctly and definitely mentioned as the threatening 
power of the future, by which Judah is to be carried into cap- 
tivity. The corresponding announcement in chap. xxxix. is so 
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dosely and intimately interwoven with the historical context, 
thateven Qeecnhe didnot venture todeny its origin by Imkh,just 
as he was compelled a h  to acknowledge the genuineness of the 
prophecy against Tyre, in which theBabylonian dominionismost 
distinctly foretold, and even the duration of that dominion is fixed. 
Tbe 70 y a m  of Jeremiah have here already their foundation. 

The Prophet seea distinctlyand definitelythat Egypt, the rival 
African world's power, on which the sharp-sighted politicians of 
his time founded their hope for deliverance,would not be equal to 
the Asiatic world's power representingitself in the Assyrian and 
abbylonian phrrsea. He know what he could not know fiom 
any other so& than by immediate communication of the Spirit 
of God, that, by its atruggle against the Ariatic power, Egypt 
would altogether loee ite old political importance, and would 
never recover i t  ; compare remarks on chap. xix. 

Aa the power which is to overthrow the Babylonian Empire 
appear, in chap. xxxiii 1 7, the Medes. In chap. xxi 2, Elam, 
which, according to the wrwr 2oQwsndi of Isaiah, mans  Persia, ie 
mentioned besides Media. This power, and at ita .head, the 
conqueror from the East, Cyrus, will bring deliverance to Jndah. 
By it they obtain a reatoration to their native land.' Neverthe- 
less Ehm appears in chap. xxii I 6 as the representative of the 
world's power opp&g Judah in the future; and from chap. 
xi  1 1 we are likewise led to expect that the world's power will 
in future shew itself in an Elamitic phase also, and that the dif- 
ference between Babel and Elam is one of degree only, just as, 
mBeed, it appeared in history; comp. Neh. jx. 36, 37. 
Bn intimation of an European phasis of the world's power, 

hostile to the kingdom of Glo4 is to be found in chap. xi. 11. 
After the Kingdom of sod has, for such protracted periods, 

been subject to the world's power, the relation will suddenly be 
revemed ; at the end of the days the mountain of the house of 
the h r d  shall be exalted above all the hills, andall nations shall 
flow into it, chap. i i  2. 
This great change shall be accomplished by the Messiah, 

chapa iv., ix., xi, xxxiii 17, who proceeds h m  the house of 

Vitringa : There ate no *dons in reference to the temporel deliver 
awe of the Jewish Church, m which the Pro het shews himself more tiurn 
in thcme which relate to the downfall of the B%Jlooirm Empire, and the de- 
livemncs d the people of Qod by Cprua 
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David, chap. ix. 6 (7), lv. 3, but only after i t  haa sunk down to 
the utmoet lowlintxa, chap.xi 1. With the human, He combines 
the divine nsture. This appears not only from the names which 
are given to Him in chap. ix. 5 (6), but also from the works which 
are assigned to Him,-works by far exceeding human power. 
He rules over the whole earth, according to chap. xi. ; He slays, 
according to xi. 4, the wicked with the breath of His mouth 
(compare chap. L I 1, where likewise He appears ma  partaker of 
the omnipotent punitive power of God) ; He removes the conse- 
quences of sin even &om the irrational creation, chap xi. 6-9 ; 
by His absolute. righteousness He is enabled to become the sub- 
stitute of the whole human race, and thereby to &mplish their 
salvation resting on this substitution, chap. liii. 

The Messiah appems at firat in the form of a servant, low and 
humble, chap. x i  1, liii 2. His ministry is quiet and c o n d e d ,  
chap. xlii 2, as that of a Saviour who with tender love applies 
himself to the miserable, chap. xlii. 3, Ixi 1. At firat i t  is 
limited to Israel, chap. xlix 1-6, where it is enjoyed especially 
by the most degraded of all the parts of the country, viz., that 
around the sea of Galilee, chap. viii 23 (ix. 1 .) Severe suffer- 
ings will be inflicted upon Him in carrying out His ministry. 
These proceed horn the same people whom He has come to raise 
up, and to endow (according to chap. xlii. 6, xlix. 8), with the 
full truth of the covenmt into which the Lord haa entered with 
them. The Sewmt of God beam these sufferings with unbroken 
courage. They bring about; through His mediation, the punish- 
ment of God upon those from whom they proceeded, and beconle 
the reasonwhy the sdvdion passes overto the Gentiles, by whose 
deferential homage the Servant of God is indemnified for what 
Hc has lmt in the J e w ,  chap. xlix 1-9, L 4-1 1. (The founda- 
tion for the detailed announcement in these passages is given 
already in the sketch in chap. via,--according to which an elec- 
tion only of the people attain to salvation, while the lwcsa be- 
wmes a prey to destruction.) But it is just by these sufferings, 
which iseue a t  Ltt in a violent death, that the Servant of Goil 
reaches the full height of His destination. They posess s 
vicarious character, and effect the reconciliation of a whole sinful 
world, chap. lii. 1 3-liii 12. Subsequently to the suffering, 
and on the ground of it, begha the exercise of the Kingly ofice 
of Christ, chap. 1%. 12. He brings law and righteouaneaa to the 
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Gentile world, chap. xlii 1 ; light into their daxknesa, chap. xlii. 
6. He becomes the centre around which the whole Gentile world 
gathers, chap. x i  1 0 : "And i t  shall come to pass in that day: the 
root of Jes.se which shall stand for an ensign of the people, to i t  
s h d  the Gentiles eeek, and His rest shall be glorp;" comp. 
chap. L, where the delighted eye of the Prophet beholds .how 
the crowds of the nations from the whole easth turn to Zion; 
chap. xviii, where the future reception of the Ethiopians into the 
Kingdom of Clod h specially prophecied; chap. xix., according to 
which Egypt turns to the God of Israel, and by the tie of a com- 
mon love to Him, is united with Asshur, his rival in the time of 
the Prophet, and so'likewise with Israel, which haa so much to 
suffer from him; chap. xxiii., according to which, in the time of 
salvation, Tyre also does homage to the Ctod of Israel. The Ser- 
vant d sod becomes, at  the samu time, the Witne88, and the 
Prince and Lewgiver of the nations, chap. Iv. 4. Just as the 
Spirit of the Lord reats upon Him, chap. xi. 2, xlii. 1, Ixi. 1, so 
there takes place in His days an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
chap. xxxii 15, xliv. 3, comp. with chap. liv. 13. Sin is put 
an end to by Him, chap. x i  9, and an end is put especially to 
war, chap. ii. 4. The aentiles gathered to the Lord become 
at laat the medium of His salvation for the covenanbpeople, 
who at first had rejected it, chap. xi. 12, lx. 9, h i .  20, 21. 
The end is the restoration of the paradkic condition, chap. 
xi. (3-9, hv .  25; the new heavens and the new earth, chap. 
Isv. 17, Ixvi. 22 ; but the wicked s h d  inherit eternal con- 
demnation, chap, lxvi 24. 
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THE PROPHECY-CHAF', IL-IV. 

THE SPBOUT OF THE MBD. 

It has been a h d y  proved, in VoL i, p. 41 6 ff., that this &a- 
aourse belongs to the fimt period of the Prophet's ministry. It 
consists of three parts. In the first, chap. i i  2-4, the Prophet 
draws a picture of the Meaeianic time, at which the Kingdom of 
God, now despised, should be elevated above all the kingdoms 
of the world, should exercise an attractive power over the @n- 
tilea, and sLould cause peace to dwell among them; comp. Vol. 
i., p. 437 t2 In the second part, from chap. ii. 5-iv. 1, the Pro- 
phet describes the prevailing conuption, exhorts to repentance, 
threatens divine judgments. This part is introduced, and ia 
connected with the preceding, by the admonition in ii 5 ,  
addressed to tho people, to prepare, by true godliness, for a par- 
ticipation in that blessedness, to beware lest they should be 
excluded through their own fault. In the third part, chap. iv. 
2-6, the prophet returns to the proclamation of dvation, so 

'that the whole is, as i t  were, wrrounded by the promise. It 
was necessary that this should be prominently brought out, in  
order that sinners might not only be terrified by fear, but also 
allured by hope, to repentance,-and in order that the elect 
might not imagine that the sin of the masses, and the judgment 
inflicted in consequence of it, did away with the mercy of the 
Lord towards His people, and with His faithfulneee to His 
promisea Salvation dpea not come without judgment. This 
feature, by which t ~ e  prophetism is distinguished from false, 
which, divesting God of His righteousness, announced dvat ion 
to unrefornled sinners, to the whole rude maas of the people,- 
this feature is once more prominently brought out in ver. 4. 
But salvation for the elect cornea ae n e c d y  as judgment 
does upon tho sinners. In the mid& of the deepest abasement 
of the people of God, God raiwa from out of the midst of them 
the Saviour by whom they are raised to the higheat glo y, chap. 
iv. 2. They are installed into the dignity of the saints of God, 
after the penitent ones have been renewed by His Spirit, and the 
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'sbstinnte sinners have been exterminated by His judgment, ver. 
3, 4. Qod's gracious preaence affords them protection h m  
their enemies, and from all tribulation and danger, ver. 5, 6. 

The h t  part, in which Isaiah follows Micllh (comp. the axgu- 
menta in proof of originality in Micah, Vol. i, p. 41 3 R), has 
already been expounded on a former occasion. We have here 
only to answer the quwtion, why it is that the Prophet open8 
his discom with a proclamation of salvation borrowed from 
Micah1 His object certainly was to render the minds of the 
people susceptible of the subsequent admonition and reproof, 
by placing a t  the head a promise which had already become 
familiar and precious to the people. The podtion which the 
Messisnic pidarnatinn occupies in Isaiah is altogether misun- 
derstood if, with Kleinert and Ewald, we assume that the 
passege does not, in Ieaiah, belong to the real substance of the 
prophecy; that it is merely placed in front as a kind of text, 
the abuse and misinterpretation of which the Prophet meets 
in that which follows, so that the sense would be: the blessed 
time promised by former prophets will come id&, but only 
after severe, rigorous judgments upon dl who h d  forsaken 
Jehovah. It is especially ver. 5 which mil i tah  against this 
interpretation, where, in the words: " Come ye and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord,"' the prophet gives an exprea declarclc 
lion as to the object of the dewription which he has placed in 
front, and expresaea himself in r e g 4  to i t  in perfect harmony 

Light i. the 7 of ealvation; to walk in the lgh t  ia to enjoy a y -  
ti tion in it. Ierae is not wantonly to wander away fromthe rath o l q h t  
wEh the Lord has opened up to them, into the dark desolation of misery. 
h the words n>hr 135 there ie a clear reference to hyjr r$ of the Gentile 
nations in ver. 3. If the Gentiles ap 1 with euch -1 for a Licipation in 
the bkdnga of the Kingdom of & {ow dkpaceful w o u l r t  be if p u .  
the people of the covenant, the children of the Kingdom, sbou!d lose your 
glonoue potwedon b your ungodl walk. In vem. 6-1 1 the Prophet steta 
the grounds of hia &onition to d e  people to walk in the lgh t  of the Lord 
which he bad ex 4 in the preceding verse. Thia admoni ion implies 
Urt there e d a  dan er of lmng a participation in the li hb; and rt is 
thin danger which the 8ro bet here more particularly d a d .  I t  is not 
without -n, KI the r o d  may be paraphrued, that I my: '. Talk ye in 
the light of the Lord," for a t  prosent the Lord hae forsaken the people on 
account of their aim, and with that, a participat,ion in Hia light IS incom- 
patible. By being full of heathenish mperstition, of false confidence in 
earthly thinge,  at,' even of the most wul that can be imagined for 
Israel, viz., g m ~  idolatry, they rather &me more and more ripe for the 
divine judgment which will break in irreeietibly upon them. 
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with Heb. iv. 1 : .po&eGp,~ oGv piworn xava).rt~opivac i~ay7rXias 

. . . , d o x i  rrc it bp&v bsrrpqxivar. This ehows, thnt 
after the manner of an evangelid preacher, and in coriformity 
with his name, he wishes to allure to repentance by pointing 
to the great salvation of the future;-that the rimrxr i paurAria 

r&v oipavGv of the firat part servea as a foundation to the  
prrauornr oZv of the second. 

The threatening of punishment contained in the second part 
is destitute of any particular reference. It bears a g e n e d  char- 
acter, comprehending the whole of the mischief with which the 
Lord is to visit the unfaithfulness of Hia people. Moat tho- 
roughly wnu the animating idea realized in the Roman c&ta.s- 
trophe, the consequence of which is the helplessnw which still 
presses upon the people. The prep&r&tory steps were the decay 
of the people a t  the time of Ahaz---especially the Chaldean over- 
throw--and, generally, everythingwhich the people had to suffer 
in the time of the dominion of the Assyrian, Chaldean, Medo- 
Persian, and Greek kingdoms. As none of these kingdoms were 
na yet on the stage, or in sight, it is quite n a t d  that the threat- 
ening here keeps altogether within general terms; i t  was given 
to Isaiah himself afterwards to individualize i t  much more. 

I t  is with the third part only that we have here more par- 
ticularly to employ ourselvea. 

Ver. 2. "In that day the Spout of the Low! becontes for 
beauty and glory, a d  the fruit of the lam? for d t & w n  
and ornument, to the escaped of Ierael." 

Ver. 3. " A d  it 8htd ccmte to paee, he that was kf i n  
Zion, and zoae qmred i n  Jemalem,  8hll be called holy, e w y  
O M  tlud is written to life in J e l ~ u s c ~ h . "  

Ver. 4. " When the Lord hua waelced away the flth of the 
daughters of Zion, and shall remove the blood of Jerusalem. 
from the midst the~eof by the +rit of rigld and the spirit of 
de8tmt ion." 

Ver. 5 .  " A n d  the Lord creates over the place of Mount Zion, 
and over her a88emblka clowls by day and mke, and ffte 
brightness of j€aming $re by ~ ~ i g h t ,  for above all glory is a 
covering." 

Ver. 6. " And a tabernacle shuU be for a el& by day from 
the heat, and fm* a refuge andcovert from etormand fmm rain." 

Ver. 2. " In that day," ie., not by any means after the suffer- 
ing, but in the, m&bt of i t ,  comp. chap. iii. 18 ; iv. I ,  where, by 



the words "in that day," contemporaneousness is vkewise ex- 
pressed. Parallel is chap, ix 1 (2), where the people thgt walketh 
in darkness seeth a great light. According to Micah v. 2 (3) 
also, the people are given up to the dominion of the world's 
powem until the time that she who is bearing has brought 
forth. Inasmuch aa the Messianic proclamation beam the same 
general comprehensive character as the threatening of punish- 
ment, and includes in i k l f  beginning and end, the suffering 
may partly also reach into the Messianic time. It dismisses 
from ita discipline those who are delivered up to it, gradually 
only, after they have become ripe for a participation in the 
Messianic salvation.-There cannot be any doubt that, by the 
' Spraut of the Lord" the Measiah is designated,-an explan% 
tion which we meet with so early as in the Chaldee Paraphrast 
p ~ t  T$ 'I? ';11. mn;l qp), from which even Kimchi 
did not venture differ, which was in the Christian Church, 
too, the prevailing one, and which Rationalism was the first 
to give up. The Messiah is here quite in His proper plnce. 
The Prophet had, in chap. iii. 1 2-1 5, in a very special manner, 
derived the misery of the people from their bad rulers. What 
is now more rational, therefore, than that he should connect 
the ealvation and prosperity likewise with the person of a 
Divine Ruler l cornp. chap. i 26. 111 the adjoining prophecies 
of Isaiah, especially in chaps. vii., i x ,  and xi, the person of 
the Messiah likewise forms the centre of the proclamation of 
salvation ; ~ so that, a priori, a mention of i t  must be expected 
hem To the same reault we em led by the analogy of Micah; 
comp. Vol. i. p. 443-45, 449. Farthm-The representation 
of the Memiah, under the image of a sprout or shoot, is very 
common in Scripture ; comp. chap, xi. 1-1 0 ; liii 2 ; Rev. v. 5. 
But of decisive weight are those passages in which precisely 
our word mu occurs as a designation of the Measiah. The 
two passages, Jer. xxiii. 5 : " Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, and I raise unto David a righteous Sprout ;" and xxxiii, 
15 : " In  those days, and at that time, shall I cause the Sprout 
of righteousnese to grow up unto David," may at once and 
plainly be comidered as an inteqwretution of the paasage before 
us, and as a commentary upon it ; and that so much the more 
that there, m well as here, all salvation is connected with this 
Sprout of Jehovab ; comp. Jer. xxiii 6 : " In His days Judal~ 



1 1  YESSTANIC PREDICTIONS IN TIIE PROPHEIS. 

shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell d e l y ,  and this is His 
name whereby he shall be called : The Lord our righteousness" 
The two other passages, Zech. iii 8 : " Behold, I bring my 
servant Zmnach," and vi. 12 : " Behold, a man whose name is 
Z d "  are of so much the greater consequence that in them 
Z m h  (i.e, Sprout) occurs as a kind of lunnen pwprium, the 
sense of which is aupposed as being known from former proph* 
c i a  to which the Prophet all but expressly refers ; or iw Vi- 
t~ inga  remarks on these pawages : " That man who, in the 
oiacle~ of the preceding Prophets (Is. and Jer.) bears the m e  
of ' Sprout.'" Of no lees consequence, $ d l y ,  is the parallel 
paasage, chap. xxviii. 5 : " In that day shall the Lord of hoata 
be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty unto the 
residue of His people." The words '3% and mmn there mee 
us again. The sclme is there ascribed to the Lord which is 
here attributed to the Sprout of the Lord. That can be readily 
wcounted for, only if the Sprout of the Lord be the Messiah. 
For the Messiah appears everywhere as the chamel thmugh 
which the Lord imparts to His Church all the fulness of His 
blessings, as the Immmuel by whom the promise given at the 
very threshold of the Old Testament : " I dwell in the midat 
of them," is most perfectly realizsd. " This is the name whese- 
by He shaU be called : The Lord our righteouwesa," says Je- 
remiah, in the paasage quoted.-The " Sprout of the Lord" 
may designate either him whom the Lord causes to sprout, o; 
him who has aprouted forth from the Lord, i e . ,  the Son of 
0 .  Against the latter interpretation it is objected by Hof- 
mann (Wekqulng und ErfiilCung. Th. I ,  S. 2 1 4) : " nw is 
an intransitive verb, so that r?90 may be as well connected 
with a noun which says, who causes to sprout forth, as with 
one which says, whence the thing sprouts forth. Now it  is 
quite obvious that, in the passage before us, the former case 
applies, and not the latter, inasmuch as one cannot say that 
something, or even some one, sprouts forth h m  Jehovah ; i t  
i~ only with a thing, not with a person, that nny can be con- 
nect& But it is impossible to admit that this objection ia 
well founded. The person may very well be conceived of as 
the soil from which the sprout go- forth. Yet we must, indeed, 
acknowledge that the Mewiah ia nowhere called a Sprout of 
David. But what decides in favour of the first view axe the  



padel passages. In  Jer. d i  5, xxxiii. 1 5, the Lord raise8 
up to David a righteous Sprout, and causes Him to grow up 
unto David. Hence here, too, the Sprout will in that sense 
only be the Lord's, that he does not sprout forth out of Him, 
but through Him. In Zech. iii. 8 the Lord brings his servant 
Zemach; in Pa. cxxxii 17, it is a i d  : " There I came a horn to 
sprout to David," and already in the fundamental paaaage, 
2 Sam d i i .  5, which contains the first germ of our passage, 
David eeys : " For all my salvation and all my pleaeure should 
He not make it to spmut forth."-lls the words " Sprout of 
the Lordn denote the heavenly origin of the Redeemer, so do 
tbe words p ~ n  9~ the earthly one, the soil from which the 
Lord causes the Saviour to sprout up. These worde are, by 
Vitringa and others. tramdated : " the fruit of the earth," but 
the correct trrtncrlation is " the fruit of the land." .The pas- 
sages, Num. xiii 26 : " And shewed them the h i t  of the land;" 
and Dent. i 25 : "And they took in their hande of the fruit 
of the land, and brought i t  unto us, and brought us word 
again, and said, good i~ the land which the Lord our God doth 
give us,"-these two paasagea are, besides that under consi- 
deration, the only onea in which the phrase p ~ n  9-10 occurs ; 
and there is here, no doubt, an allusion to them. The excel- 
lent natnrsl fruit of ancient timas is a type of the spiritual 
fruit, To the =me result--that p ~ n  designates the definite 
hd, that land which, in the preceding verses, in the deacrip 
tion of the prevailing corruption, and of the divine judgments, 
wae dwaye epoken of,-to this reault we are led by the fact 
a h ,  that everywhere in the Old Testament where the contra- 
nety of the divine and human origin of the Messiah is men- 
tioned, the human origin is more distinctly qualified and limited. 
This is especially the case in those paaaqps which, being de- 
pendent upon that before us, may be considered as acommentary , 
upon it ; in Jer. xxiii 5, xxxiii. 15, where the Lord raises a 
Sprout unto David, and Zech. vi 12, where the man whose 
name is Zemach (Sprout) grows up out of its soil ; camp. Heb. 
vii 14, where, in dueion to the Old Testament passages of 
the Sprout-the verb kvariXhtrv is commonly used of the sprout- 
ing forth of the plants (see B1.k  on this paasage)-it is mid: 
if 'IO& civarirahxw d ~ b p r o s  iptv, Bengel : ut germen justdim; 
&her, Mic v. 1 (2)) where the eternal existence of the Mw- 
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siah, and His birth in Bethlehem are contrasted with one an- 
other ; Is. ix. 5, (6)) where the words : " Unto w, s child ia 
born, unto wc a son is given," are contrasted with the various 
designations of the Measiah, according to His divine majesty. 
This qualification and limitation which everywhere takes place, 
have their ground in the circumstance that the Messiah is con- 
stantly represented to the covenant-people as their property ; 
and that He, indeed, was, inasmuch as salvation went out from 
Jews (John iv. 22), and was dqstined for the Jews, into whme 
communion the Gentiles were to be received ; comp. my Com- 
mentary on Revel vii 4. " The Sprout of the Lord," " the 
fruit of the land," is accordingly He whom tho Lord shall 
make to sprout forth from IsraeL The Sprout of the Lord, 
the fruit of the land is to become to the escaped of Israel for 
beauty and glory, for &tion and m m e n t .  The passagea 
to be compared are 2 Sam. i 19, where Saul and Jonathan 
are d l e d  h i w  9 3 ~  ; farther, Is. xxviii 5 : " In that day shall 
tlie Lord of hosts be for a crown of beauty, and for a diadem 
of ornament unto the residue of His people," where the word.¶ 
9 3 ~  and niwn are likewise used ; $nally, chap. xxiv. 16, where, 
in reference to the Messianic time, it is said : " From the utter- 
most Frt of the earth do we hear songs of p d a e  : beauty (cay) 
to the righteous." By the appearance of Christ, the covenant- 
people, hitherto despised, were placed in the centre of the world's 
history ; by it the Lord took away the rebuke ,of His people 
from off all the earth, chap. xxv. 8. There is evidently in these 
words a reference to the preceding threatening of punishment, 
espp5ally to chap. iii. 18 : " In  that ,day the Lord will take 
away the ornament," &c. : But Dreehsler is wrong in fixing and 
expressing this reference thus : " Instead of farther running after 
strange things, Israel will find its glory and ornament in Him 
who is the long promised seed of Abmhamitic descent." For i t  
is not the position which Israel takes that is spoken of, but that 
which is p t e d  to them. The antitheais is between the falm 
glory which God takes away, and the true glory which He 
gives. The Lord cannot, by any possibility, for any length of 
time, appear merely taking away; He takes those seeming 
blessings, only in order to be able to give the true ones Every 
taking away is a prophecy of giving.-"To tlre escaped of Ierael," 
who, according to the idea of a people of Cfod, and according to 
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the pmmise of the h w  (oomp. Deut. xxx. 1, E) can never be 
wanting, ae little aa it is poesible that the salvation should be 
llartpken of by the whole rnacw of the people; sifting judgmente 
must n d l y  go before and along with it. True prophetiam 
everywhere know* of salvation for a remnant only. On n ~ h ,  
which does not mean " d e l i v ~ c e , "  eo that the ahtract would 
thw here etand for the concrete, but " that which haa escaped," 
amp. remsrks on Joel iii. 5, VoL I ,  p. 338. 
AU which now remains is to examine those explanation's of 

this verse which difler from the Messianic interpretation. 1. Fol- 
lowing the interpretation of Qrot iw  and others, Qewnius, in his 
(!ommentary, undemtands by the Sprout of the Lord the new 
growth of the people after their various defeats. His explanation 
is: "Tben the eprout of Jehovah will be splendid and glorious, 
and the fruit of the land excellent and beautiful Eor the escaped 
of LsreeL" Fruit of th.e kc& he taka in its literal sense, and 
understends it to mean the product of the land. The eame view 
is held by Knabd: " He becames for beauty and glory," ie., the 
people, having reformed, prosper and form a splendid, glorious 
state." And Maurer in his Dictionary says: " The Sprout of 
Jehovah seems to be the morallyimproved remnant, the new, 
s~nctified increase of the people." But in opposition to such a 
view there is, jmt, the ciroumetence, thah miording to i t  the 5 
before m5 w d  nxh  must be understood differently from wh& 
it is in pch: and n ~ ~ o r b  which immedi&ly follow and exactly 
correspond with them. There are, eeerm&ly, the p a d e l  pae- 
sages chap. xxviii. 5, xxiv. 16, according to which c x t  " beauty" 
is confen.ed upon the &aped, but they themselvea do not be- 
come beauty. F'inally-It ia always. moat natural to ~i~ppoge 
that nrn* m y  and pmn vp correspond with one another, and 
denote the m e  subject which is here dmribed after his various 
aupecte only. For in the ~uune mmner as my and -a go hand 
in band, both being taken from the territory of botany, so ma9 
and p*i also stand in a contmt which is not to be mistaken. 
9. Hilaig, Ewald, Meier, and others not only refer "the fruit 
of the land," but also the " Sprout of Jehovah" to that which 
Jehovah makes to eprout forth.' It is true that, in the pro- 

' So G a n i w  dm in the Theclattnu: '' The whole earth ahall be holy and 
more beautifully bloom and be adorned with platy of b i t e  and corn 

for the benefit of t h w  who have escaped from t.hnse cnlemitica." G e m i d  
VOI,. 11. 6 
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phetic announcements, among the blessings of the fattue the 
rich produce of the land, is a h  mentioned (comp. chap. xxx 
23-25), and the same is very expressly done in the La;w also ; 
but in not a single one of theae pumgea does the strange ex- 
pression occur, that this fruitfulness should serve,to the escaped 
for beauty and glory, for exaltation a.nd ornament, or m y  other 
that bears the dighteat iwmmbhce to it Against this ex- 
planntion there ie,h addition, the circumstance that tbe barren- 
ness of the country is not a t  dl pointed out in the preceding 
context. FiimUy-When we understand thia expression as re- 
ferring to the Messiah, this verse, standing 8s i t  does a t  the 
head of the proclamation of salvation, contains the fundamental 
thought; and in what follows we obtain the expansion. In the  
verse before us we are told that in Christ the people attain to 
glory,-md, in those which follow, how this glory is manifested 
in them. But according to this view, every interna.1 connexion 
of the v e m  before us with what follows is entirely destroyed. 
3. +rding to H&erk, by the "Sprout of the Lord," " the 
collective pemn of the ruling portion in the state during the 
Messianic happy time," is designated. This opinion is the be- 
ginning of a return to the Messianic interpretation But then 
only could that i d 4  person be here referred to, if elsewhere in 
Isaiah too it would come out strongly and decidedly. Bs this, 
however, is not the case; as, on the contrary, the Messiah every- 
where in Iaaiah meets us in shining clearness, it w d d  be arbi- 
t r a y  to give up the pm in favour of a pereoniwion. 4. 
UmGreit acknowledges that,in the case of mw mu, theMeseisnic 
interpretation is t.he only correct one. "The two subsequent pro- 
phecies in chap. ix. and xi," he says, "are to be considered as a 
commentary on our short text" But it is characteristic of his 
compromising manner that by "the fruit of the land" he under- 
stands " the consequences of the dominion of the Messiah for the 
land, the fits which, in consequence of his appearing, the conse- 
crated mil brings forth,"-thus plainly overlooking the clear 

wavering clearly &om how little satisfaction the non-Meseianic explanation 
affords to ita own abettors. Besides the explanations of ;~l;l+ nw by '& the 
uew growth of the people," and " the rich pmdnce of the country," he ad- 
van= Btill a third one, vie., "a divinely f a v o d  ruler,"-m bation 
which hae even the grammar against it, aa we are at liberty to t s t e  only: 
" The S rout of the Lord; " and likewise the analogy of ~ocording 
a whiz  the Genitive cm h e  a reference to the origin only. 



contrast between the Sprout of the Lord, and the fi-uit of the 
land, by which evidently the same thing is designated from dif- 
ferent qwk 

Ver. 3. The Prophet now begins to show, more in detail, in 
how far the Sprout of the Lord and the h i t  of the land would 
serve for the honour and glory of the Church. The words : "He 
that was left in Zion and waa s p d  in Jerusalem," take up the 
idea suggested by the " escaped of Israel" in ver. 2. The double 
designation ia intended to direct attention to the thought that 
the remnant, and the remnant only, are called to a participation 
in the glory. Zion and Jerusalem, as the centre of the coventlnt- 
people, here represent the whole; this is evident fisom the cir- 
cumetance that at the close of ver. 2, which is here resumed, the 
wped of I m l  were spoken of. Ever since the sanctuary and 
the myd palace were founded at Zion, it waa in a spiritual point 
of view, the residence of all Israel, who even personally met there 
at the high festivsla-Whoever is left in Zion "ehall be called 
holy." The fundamental notion of holiness is that of sepamtion. 
God is holy, inasmuch as He is separated from all that ia created 
and finite, and is elevated above all that is finite; comp. my 
Commentary on Rev. iv. 8. Believere are holy, because they 
are separated from the world aa regards their moral existence 
and their destiny. Here only the latter aspect is considered. 
Holy in a moral sense they were heady, inasmuch aa i t  is this 
which forms the condition of their being spesed in the divine 
judgments. They became holy because they are partakers of the 
beauty, of the exaltation, andornament which are to be bestowed 
upon the escaped by the Sprout of the Lord. The circumstasce 
that they have been installed into the dignity of the saints of 
God implies that, when the Spirit of the Lord has appeared, the 
world's power haa no longer any dominion over them, but that, 
on the contrary, they shall judge the world. In like manner we 
md in Exod. Ax. 6, in the description of the reward for faith- 
fulneae: " And ye shall be unfo me a kingdom of priests, and a 
holy nation;" comp. ver. 5 : " Bnd now if you will obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, ye shall be a property unto me out 
of all people" In reference to the e d t e d  dignity and glory, 
holineaa occurs in Deut. vii 6 : "For thou art an holy people unto 
the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
pe,Yliar people unto himeelf out of all the people that ere upon 



20 MESSIANIC PREMCTIONS IN THE PROPHETS. 

the fsoe of the &hF When the company of Koreh said : 
." All the congregation, they am holy' (Numb. xvi 3), they 
had in view, not the moral holinks but the dignity-a circum- 
stance which is quite obvioue from worda added : " And in the 
mi& of them is the Lord" And,so M o w  likewise speaks of 
the dignity in Numb. xvi 7 : " Whom the Lord shall choose, he 
is the holy onan In Rom. i. 7 ; Heb. iii. I ,  holineas is declared 
to c o d  in being Ioved, d e d ,  and chosen by God.-As regcuds 
the fulfilment of this prombe, it has ik h and mwma It 
began with the first appearance of Christ, by which the psition 
of the true Ism1 to the world was substantidly and fundamen- 
tally changed. It was not without meaning that, aa early aa iH 
f he apostolic times, the " Wte " was a kind of ~runnenpropkm 
of believers, comp. Acts ix 13,32. We are even now the eona 
of sod, and hence even already installed into an important por- 
tion of the inheritance of holinees ; but i t  has not yet appeared 
what we shall be, 1 John iii 2. But the beginning, and the 
continuation pervading all ages, vie., God'a dealings throughout 
the whole of history, whereby he ever mew lifts up His Church 
from the duet of lowlineas, afford to us tbe guarantee for the 
completion, which is, with graphicvividness, described in the last 
two chaptam of Revelation-" To be &" is more than merely 
" to be ;'I it indicates that the being is so marked as to prpcure 
for itself acknowledgment.-The words : "Euery one that k 
written to life in Je~u8a.l.m " anew point out that judgment will 
go before, and by the aide of graca. The m m i n g  of awn is, 
ul~?o~ding to the fundamental passage in Pa. lxix. 29, "not living . I ones" ( H o e n n ,  W&. i S. 208), but " life." In Revelation, 
too, the book of life, and not the book of the living ones,is spoken 
of " To be writtan to lifen is equivalent to being ordained to 
life, Acta xiii 48 ; comp. my Comment. on Ps. lxix. 29 ; Rev. 
iii 5. Life is not naked life,-a miserable life is, according to 
the view of Scripture, not to be d e d  a life, but is a form of 
death only-but life in the full enjoyment of the favour dQod ; 
comp. my Comment on Ps. xvi 1 1, xxx. 6, xxxvi 10 ; xlii 9 ; 
lxiii. Ic Tfie Chaldean thus paraphrases i t  : "All they that are 
written to eternd We shad see the consolation of Jerusalem, i.e. 
the Meeeish." a m p .  Dan. xii. 1; Rev. iii 6,rdii. 8, x i  15 ,  
ucii I 9 ; PhiL iv. 3 ; Luke x 20. The'bodily death of believers 
anno t  exclude them from a pnr!icipat.ion in being written to 



life; for, being a, mere transition to life, it ara, in truth, not be 
call3 a death. Here, too, the word of Christ applies : "The 
maid is not dead but aleepth," Matt. ix. 24. The fact that 
there is no contradiction between bodily death and life, i.e. a pas- 
ticipation in the blegaings of the Kingdom of Christ, is pointed 
out by Isaiah hiLnself in chap. xxvi 19 : " Thy dead men shall 
lice, my d d  bodies shall arise, for a dew of light is thy dew." 

Ver. 4. The Prophet pointe out that before the Church ia 
aised to the dignity of the eeints of God, a thorough change of 
its m o d  conditions, an energetic expunging of the now pre- 
vailing in her, muat take place, " W / m  thc has wad& 
at(wy thc JiWL of the daughters of Zha" The " daughters of 
Zion" are none other t h m  those whose haughtiness, luxury, end 
wantonom were d&bed in chap. iii 16  b, and to whom the 
deepest abasement was then threatened. The filth, under the 
image o$ which sin is here represented (cornp. Prov. xxx. 12) ; 
"A generation pure in theirown eyesland yet is not wmhed from 
their filthiness," forms the contrast to the splendid attire which 
is there spoken of. Behind this splendid attire the filthiness is 
concealed. The fl th is not washed away ((I G r .  vi. I 1 ; Eph. 
v. 26) from the daughter6 of Je~dern,--for, inasmuch as this 
washing away is accomplished by meass of the spirit of destruc- 
tion, it could not apply to them-but from Jerusalem ; mmp. 
the pbrase, "from the midst thereof," which immediately follows. 
Jerusalem, the city of the Lord, in which no unclean person, and 
no unclean thing are permitted to dwell, is cleassed fmm the 
fit! with which its unworthy daughters c o n b a t e  it. " A d  
&U 1.emoue th-e Gbod of Jeruealem." The "blood of Jerusalem" 
is the blood which attach- to Jerudem, which has been shed 
in it The connection of the punishment of the sine of avarice 
on the part of the rulers, in chap. iii 18-1 5, with the punish- 
ment of the luxury and ostentation on the part of the women, 
is illuahtive of the relation of f l th and blood to each other. 
Blood is ribed in order to furnish pride and vanity with the 
means of their gratiiication. The avarica of the rulers, and their 
shedding of blood, are put together in h k .  xxii. 1 3 ; comp. ver. 
27: " Her princes are in the midst thereof like wolves ravening 
the prey, shedding blood, destroying souls,to get dishoneet gain" 
Bloodguiltinea thoee too incur who deprive the poor of the 
necessary means of support, Mic, iii 2, 3. The cornpaison of 
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chap. i I 6 : " Your hands are full of blood," and of ver. 21 : 
" But now murderers," compared with vera. 17, 23, 26, shews 
that we have to think especially of unjust judges and avaricioy~ 
rulers. Yet, there is no reason for Limiting ourselves to the 
nobles and ru lm alone; amp.  Ezek. xxii 29 : "The people of 
the land use oppreesion, and boldly practice robbery, and vex 
the poor and needy, and oppreee the stranger." Where sins so 
gross are still prevalent, where tho law of the Lord is so wan- 
tonly broken, an installation into the dignity of the saints of 
God is out of the question. For that, it is absolutely essential 
that exertions be made that the high destination of the people : 
"Ye shall be holy for I am holy," become a truth; that in a moral 
point of view it show itself as truly sepamted from the world,- 
and that is something so infinitelygrertt, that men are utterlyun- 
able for it, that i t  can proceed from Cfod only, with whom nothing 
is impossible.-The last words of the verse are commonly ex- 
plained: " by the spirit of judgmt,  and by the spirit of deRtru* 
tion or burning." In that case the putting away of the f l th  
and blood by the judging activity of the Lord, by the destruction 
of sin, would be rrpoken of. DDW, however, may a3eo be taken in 
the sense of "right:" by the spirit of right which lap hola of, 
and changes the well disposed (comp. Mic iii 8 : " But I am full 
of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of &ght and mightn), 
and by the spirit of destruction which consumes the dimbeclient. 
In favour of the latter view are the parallel pasRagee ; above dl, 
chap. xxviii 6, where i t  is said of the Bfessimic time, " In that 
day the Lord will become, &c," "And for a spirit.of right to 
him that sitteth for right f farther, chap. i 27,28 : "Zion shall 
be redeemed by right, and her convsrt~ by ri'ghteousneas. But 
the transgressors and sinners are destroyed together, and they 
that forsake the Lord are consumed." Comp. Mntt. iii. 1 1 : atrbc 
i& pa~r;ust iv mchparr ayir xar aupi, where likewise a double 
washing, that of grace and that of wrath, is epoken of In  chap. 
xxxii. 15 : " Until the Spirit be poured out upon us &om on 
high," Isaiah likewise poi& to the regeneration which, in the  
Meseianic time, will be accomplished by the Spirit ; end it is, 
according to the whole wrue loqaLendi of the OldTestament, most 
natural to think of the Spirit traneforming from within. The 
Spirit of God m w l y  occurs elsewhere in the Old Twtrunent 
ae the executor of God's judgments ; so that the supposition is 



very natural that the spirit of destruction has been brought in 
by the spirit of right only.-The word 7yais, by some, under- 
stood as " bumingIn by others, se "deatruction." We ourselves 
decide in favour of the latter signification, which occurs also in 
chap. iv. 13, for this reason, that i t  is in that signification that 
.ID is, in Deuteronomy, used as the t m h w  technicua of the 
extirpation of the wicked. If the Church does not comply with 
the command : i t a p h  r b u  .xorqpdr it bpirv a tr&, 1 Cor. V. 1 3 ; Deut. 
siii 6 (5), Qod himaelf will enforce His authority by His Spirit, 
who carries out the judgments of the avenging God, just as He 
carria out overy influence of the Creator upon the created. 
On the "8pirit of the Lord," comp. my remarks on Rev. i 4. 

Ver. 6. The image is here taken f h m  the journey of Israel 
through the wilderness. During that journey, they were guided 
and protected by a symbol of God's presence, which by day pre- 
eented itself as smoke, qnd by night accaumed the form of flaming 
fire. By this symbol the Gd of I sm1 was designated as the 
jealous God, as the living, personal energy, energetic in HiR love 
for His peoplq energetic in wrath against His and their enemies. 
Comp. espeaidly Exod xiii 2 1 : " And the Lord went before 
them by day in a pillar of a cloud to l e d  them on the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light: and xl. 38 : "For 
6 cloud was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by 
night j' comp. Numb. ix. 1 5,16. The same phenomenon is to be 
repeated in future, although in a different form. In  a manner 
the most real, the Lord will manifest himself as the living energy 
of His Church, dwelling in the midst of her, and ruling over her 
as a pmtectar, SO that the world's power can no longer injure her. 
l"ht such will be done in and by His Sprout, in C h h t ,  appears 
from the relation of the verse under consideration to ver. 2 ; for 
the verse before ue still belongs to the expansion of the proposi- 
tion placed at the head of the whole : " The Sprout of the Lord 
beeomes for beauty and glory, and the fruit of the land for 
exaltahion and ornament to the eaaped of Israel" Christ in 
His person and Spirit is the true Shechinah, the true indwell- 
ing of Cfod in His Church. This indwelling is, even in t.he 
Law, designated as the highest privilege of the covenanbpeople ; 
its being raised ta a higher power L therefore to the Prophet 
the high& bleesing of the future, the source from which 811 
other blessinp flow. Thst which the heathen in vain longed 
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for and imagined ; that which Israel hitherto poesesaed only 
very imperfectly, 8 prc~eeens  nzumen, whereby the antithesis 
of heaven and earth is done away with, and earth is glorified 
into a heaven ;-that, the purified Church of the Lord pot+ 
mses in the mmt perfect end real manner, and in it, aheolute 
4ecurky agaht the world, a decided victory over it. The words: 
'I Over 1t.m asecmbliee," show that the whole life of the people 
shall then bear a religious character, end shall be a continual 
eervice of God, comp. Acts i i  42, whore, as a type of the com- 
pletion of the Church, i t  is said : "And they continued sted- 
fastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, end in breaking 
of bred, and in prayers." mp is only the name for that which 
is called, "the assembly," and stands in Levit. xxiii. and Is. i. 
13 of the ralig.lous aeeemblica which were held on the holy  day^, 
comp. my pamphlet : Ueber dcn Tag dea H e m ,  8. 33. The 
same phenomenon is, according to ita appearance by day, deaig- 
nated, at the seme time, as clmde and twnokc. Smoke ie never 
I' vapour, vspoury clouds" (Knobet); and here the smoke by day 
corresponds with the j h n i n g j r e  by night If then the smoke 
can be considered as a product of the fire only (camp. my re- 
marks on Rev. xv. 8), the cloud cannot come into consideration 
according to its matter, but acoording to ita f o m  only. The 
smoke assumes the form of a cloud which affords protection 
from the burning sun of tribulations, aa once, in the burning 
desert, from the scorching heat of the natural sun, comp. Num. 
x 34: ,"And the cloud of the Lord was upon them;" Pn. cv. 39 : 
"He spread a cloud for a oovering ;" Is. xxv. 6. The cloud which 
thue affords pmtection to the Church turns a threatening face 
towads her enemies, Rev. xv. &-The worda : "For above all 
glory b a coveri~~q," point to the ground of the protecting, 
gracious presence of Ood in the Church. Several interpreters 
explain the sense thus : " As we cover and preserve precious 
things mom carefully, in order that they may not be injured, 
MI doea Ood in Hie grace surround His Church, which has been 
adorned with glorious virtues, and raised to the high dignity 
of the eaints of God, and protects her from every danger." 
Others understand by nm-h the whole glory mentioned in 
the preceding context ; but in that case we should expect the 
article. One may a h  supply the limitation: For, in t l e  
Kingdom of God, there is a covering over d l  glory. 



Ver. 6. God-this is the eame .sense-protects HiaChurch from 
every danger and calamity. By His gracious presence in His 
Sprout, He affords tothem that protection whicha hut does from 
sun, atoms, and win. Luther says: "In this passage, accord- 
ingly, Christ is held up to us aa He who in all tribulations,bodily 
rrs well as spiritual, is our protection." There is an allusion to 
the 21 st verse of Pa. xxxi. (which was written by David) : 
"Thou hidest them in the secret of thy countenance from the 
conspirecgof every one ; thou keepest them secretly ina pavilion - 
h m  the strife of tonguean The pavilion in this Psalm is a 
spiritual one, viz, God's pace and protection. That word of 
David shall be gloriously fulfilled when the Sprout of the Lard 
shall appear.-The "8unn comes into consideration in itR 
scorching quality; and the " k t "  is in Scripture the image of 
temptations, sufferings, and trials; comp. remarks on Rev. viii. 
12, xvi  8; Song of Sol. i 6; Ps. cxxi. 6 ; M&t. xiii. 6, com- 
pared with v. 21 ; Ia xlix. 10, xxv. 4; and, according to the 
h t  paseage, we must especially have in view the enmity and 
multa of the world's power. The "rain" appears as an image 
of tribdation in the Song of Sol. ii. 11 ; Is, xxv. 4: "Tile 
spirit of the terrible ones (the passions of the kin@ of the world, 
and conquerors) is like a, violent shower against the wall: xxxii. 
2.-A comparison of the Messianic prophecy in chap ii. with 
that which we have now considered shows very clearly how 
neCe8s&ry it is to regard the single Messianic prophecies as fmg- 
menta only, supplementing one another, inasmuch as commonly 
a few aepede only were presented to the spiritual eye of the Pro- 
phet. Just aa the description in chap. ii. receives m important 
nupplement from the passage now considered, inasmuch &H the 
latter conhim the mention of the peraonal Messiah, r o it, again, 
supplemenfs that before us by announcing the participation by 
the Oentiles in the blessings of the Messianic Kii:~tlom. 



TEE PROPHECY, CHAP. VII. 

T H E  PHOPHECY,  C H A P .  V I L  

A crisijl of the most important nature in the hieto y of I s m 1  
is formed by thesyrico-Ephraemitic war, by the e x w t i o n  of the 
allied kings, Rezin of Damascus, and Pek& of &maria, which 
htrd been already prepared under the reign of Jotham, andwhich 
broke out in the first yeam of Ah=. It was in coneequence of 
thk war that b t h r  came into the land. The inroad of the 
Assyrian King, Pul, under Menahem of Isreel, had been tmsi- 
tory only, comp. VoL 1. p. 165. It was only with the invasion 
under Ahaz that the tendency of Aashur began of making laatr 
ing conquests on the other sideof the Euphrates, which could not 
fail to bring about a collision with the Egyptianpower. The suc- 
ceeding powers in Asiaand Ewopefollowed Beshur's steps. "Hi- 
therto,"-+ says Caqari, in his pamphlet on the Syrico-Ephrae- 
rnitic war, S. 17 f£-"hitherto Israel had to do with the small 
neighbouringnatiomonly,-now, in punishment of theirsins,op- 
prwed by them ; then,inreward of their obedience, oppreasingand 
ruling over theru h d  the Syrico-Ephraemitic war itself had been 
alink only in thechain of theeeattacke-italast link Israe1,hav- 
ingarrivedat the point of being hardened, mdhaving enteredupon 
a path in accordance with this tendency, required another more 
severe correctiveits being crushed by the mighty world's power. , 
The appearance of these mighty powers, just at the period when 
Israel entered upon their hardening, is most providentia,L-The 
beginning of the endof the kingdomofthe ten tribes had come, and 
the breaking up of its independent poli t id existence had com- 
menced. As enmity to Judah had given ita origin to the king- 
dom of the ten tribes,.so also did it bring about its destruction ; 
born out of it, it died of it. It owed ita existence to the incipient 
enmity; when the latter was accomplished (1% vii. 6,) it mueed 
its d&h.-The h y r i a n e  came to the help of Judah, but 
charged a high price for their help, viz., Judah's submbion and 
fealty. Thirty heavy years of servitude, and, to a great pert, of 
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fears of the worst, 2 Kings xvi 18 ; Is. xxxiii 18 (1) ; xxxvii. 
3, followed for this kingdom also ; and when, a t  fhe close of this 
period, it freed i b l f  f h m  them after the fashion of the kingdom 
of Ierael, it shared nearly the same fate, 2 Kings xviii 31 ff. It 
was only to the mercy of the *Lord, who looked p i o u s l y  upon 
the feeble beginnings of convemion, that it owed ita deliverance. 
The Aseyrian power, which had put an end to the kingdoms of 
Damascus and Israel, and which was the firat power that ap- 
peared on the stage of history and came into codict with the 
people of God, became a significant ~ i g n  of the final fate of the 
world's power in ita attacks upon the Kingdom of Clod But, a~ 
a prelude to the long seriea of visitations which i t  had to endure 
from the world's power in its different phaees, Judah was even 
now led to the very brink of destruction ; there came a period, 
the 14th year of Hezekiah, when almost nothing more ofit wna 
to be wen by the o u t w d  eye than ite metropolis exposed to 
the utmost danger.'' 

A remarkable proof of the fact that the spirit which filled the 
prophets was a higher one than their own, is the fact that Isaiah 
recognized ao distinctly and clearly the importance of the deci- 
sive moment. 

In close connection with the great crisis at which the history 
of the people of Clod had arrived, stands tho richer display of the 
Merrsianic announcement which begins with the chapter before 
us Memiah is henceforth represented to Judah as an Immanuel 
ngainst the world's powers, MI the surety for its deliverance from 
the severe nppresaione hanging over it, as He who at laat, at His 
appearance, would conquer the world, and lay i t  at the feet of 
the people of God. 

After these geneml introductory remarks, let us turn more 
particularly to the contents of the chapter before us. It was 
told to the house of David: "Aram is encamped in Ephmim." 
The position of Ah= was, humanly considered, despemte. His 
enemies were far superior to him, and he could scarcely hope for 
help from heaven, for he had an evil conscience.. The idea of 
seeking help from h h u r  was natural Isaiah received a com- 
miaeion to oppose this idea before i t  became a firm resolution. 
In doing so he, by no means, occupies the position of an inge- 
nious politician On the contrary, the whole commiseion is 
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farced upon him. It can w e l y  be doubted that the Assyrians 
would have penetrated to Western Aaia, even if Ahaz had not 
called them to his assistance. 'I'he expedition of the Syrians 
and Ephrrrimitee with the view of making conquests, could not 
but turn their attention to that quarter. As the imtsumenta of 
the judgments upon Damamus and Samaris, which I&& a w  
nounced as impending under any circumbncw, we can surely 
think of none but h h u c  But if once they came into these 
regions, in order to chastise the haughtinegs of the Syrisns and 
Ephraimites, who would set up as rr, new conquering power, then 
was Judah too threatened by them. In apolitical point of vim 
itdid not make anygrwtdi$erme whether Ah.uzaot~ghthelpfimrr 
the Amy*, or not; on the contrary, the king of h h u r  could 
not but be more fbvourably disposed towards him for so doing. 
I(~(~bhh, t h ~ o u g h o u t , r & m ~ t h e  poeitwnof themanof GOO?. 
l'he kings of the people of Qod were, in general, not prevented 
from forming alliancm; but such alliances must belong to the 
categdry of permitted human wsourcea Such, however, was 
not the case here. Asshur was a conquering power, altogether 
selfish. His help had to be purchased with dependance, and 
with the danger of entire destruction; to stay upon him waa to 
stay upon their destroyer, Ia. x. 20. Such an allianw was. a de 
fadto denial of the God of Israel, an insult to His omnipotence 
and w e .  If Ahaa had obeyed Him; if he had limited himself 
to the use of the human means p t e d  to him by the Lard with- 
out trusting in them, and had placed al l  his confidence in the 
Lord, He would have delivered him in the same manner w He 
afterwaxds delivered Hezekiah, in the first instance from Amm 
and Ephraim, and then from Assllur a!so. But although Ahaz 
did not follow the prophet, his mission was by no means in vain. 
Even before the mission, this result lay open before the h r d  who 
sent him The p t  point waa to establish, before the fint con- 
flict of Israel with the world's power, thus much, that this con- 
flict had been brought about %y the sin of the house of David, 
and that hence it did not afford any cause for doubting the 
omnipotence and mercy of the Lord whose help had been of- 
fered, but rejeoted 

The Prophet seeks out the king at a place to which he had 
been driven by his deapaii-ing disquietude which was clinging 
convulsively to human resources. He endeavoun, h t ,  to evert 
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m intluence upon him by taking with him his eon,whose sym- 
bolical name, containing a prt$phecy of the future destinies of the 
people, indicated that the kin'gJs fear of a total destruction of the 
State wae without foundbction ' After tie k h g  has thus been pre- 
plrred, he endeavours to make e deeper impression upon him by 
the announcement, distinct and referring to the present case, 
that the enemies should not only entirely fail in their intention 
of conquering and dividingbtween themselves the kingdom of 
J u U ;  but that the kingdom of Ephraim waa itself hastening 
t a w d  that deatructionwlri& i t  waa preparing for its brethren, 
end that after sixty-five yeara i t  should altogether lose ita nation- 
~1 independence and existence, ver. 1-9. But A h u  makes no 
reply; m d  his whole deportment shows that he does not follow 
the Prophet's exhortation to "take heed and be quiet," md that 
the words : " If ye do not Mieve, ye shall not be established," 
with which the Prophet closes his address, have not made any 
impmsion upon him. I n  order that the greatness of the king's 
hsrdnw of heart may become manifest, the Prnphet offers, in 
tbecommimion of the Lord, to confirm the certainty of his state- 
ment by a miraculou~ sign, which the king himself is called upon 
to fix, without any restriction, in order that any suspicionof im- 
position may be removed. "But Ahaz, the unbeliever, is afraid 
of heavenly communications, has already chosen his help, wishes 
that every thing should go on in an easy human manner, and 
ref- the Lord's offer in a polite turn which even refers to the 
Law. A sign is then forced upon him, because as the king 
of Jndab, he must see and hear for all Judah that the Lord 
ie faithful and good."' The Prophet, in ver. 14,  pointa to the 
birth of the Saviour by a Virgin. How then was it possible that 
in the present collision that people should be destroyed, among 
whom, according to former promises, He waa to be born ; that 
that family should be extinguished from which he was to be 
descended? The name "Immanuel," by which the future Saviour 
is deeignatsd aa "He in whom the Lord is, in the t rued man- 
ner, to be with His people,* is a guarantee for His help in the 
present distress also. The Prophet then states the time in 
which the lend shall be entirely delivered from its present 
enemies The contemporaries, as the representative of whom 
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the child appears (the Prophet, in the energy of his faith, has 
transferred the birth of this child from the future to the pre- 
sent), shall, after the short space of about two years, w i n  
obtain the full enjoyment of the producta of the land, ver. 15. 
For, before this period has elapsed, destruction will f d  upon the 
hostile kinpain their ownland, ver. 1 6. The danger, however-md 
tliis is pointed out in ver. 17-25-will come from just that qqnar- 
ter from which Ahaz expecta help, viz., from Amhur. But the 
security for deliverance from this danger also-the conqueror of 
the world's power which was eoon to begin its course in beshur, 
is none other than Immanuel, whom the Prophet, in the begin- 
ning of the humiliation of the people of God, makes, so to eay, 
to become man, in order that, during the impending deep humi- 
liation of the people of God, He may accompany it in ita history 
during all the stages of ita'existence, until He should really be- 
come man. He is, however in thL discourse, not yet pointed out 
us the deliverer from Asshur, and the world% power represented 
by him The darkness of the misery to be inflicted by Amhur 
should not, and could not, in the meantime, be cleared up for 
Ahaz; the picture must end in night But in the following dis- 
course, chap. viii. 1, ix. 6 (7), which serves as a necessary sup- 
plement to the one before us, the Saviour is depicted bfore the 
eyes of those despairing in the sight of Bsahur; and the two- 
fold repeti tion of His name Immanuel, in chap. viii. 8,10, wrvea 
to show that the two discoureea are intimately connected, and 
form one whole. 

Ahaz persevered in his unbelief, according to 2 Kings xvi 7, 
8. He sent messengers with large presenta to Tiglath-pileser, 
King of Assyria, saying : " I am thy ~ m n t  and thy eon (a 
word as onirnous as that: "We have no king but Char,' ' in 
John xix. 35) ; come up and save me out of the hand of the 
King of A m ,  and out of the hand of the King of Lml which 
rise up against me." But before the aeked-for help came, khg 
and people had to endure very severe sufferings h m  h m  and 
Ephmim. Ahaz, a£ter having first made preparations to secure 
Jerusalem against the impending siege, sent out h& armies. 
They met with a twofold heavy defeat from the divided armiea 
of the allied kings,' from which he might have been spared by 
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l e i  still, and hoping. The hostile esmiet~ then came up to 
Jerudem, and laid siege to it. It was probably by the intelli- 
gence of the advance of Bsahur that they were induced to raise 
the siege. It was now confirmed that the Prophet had been 
right in designating the two hostile kings as mere tails of smok- 
ing h b r a n d a  Daslascua was taken by the King of Ophir ; the 
inhebitante were carried away into exile to Kir ; Rezin wan 
slain, 2 Kings xvi 9 : the land of Ism1 wae devastated ; a por- 
tion of ita inhabitante was carried away into exile ; the king wos 
mede tributary, 2 Kings xv. 29. Exact.1~ at the time fixed by 
the Prophet, the overthrow of the two hoetile kingdoms took 
place; but the deliverance which, without any farther sacrifice, 
Ahz would have obtained, if he had believed the Prophet, had 
now to be purchased by very heavy mrificea; and with per- 
fect justice it is said in 2 C h o n  xxviii 20,2 1, that the king of 
k h u r  did not help him, but rather, by coming unto him, clis- 
tressed him. Ah= purchased this help a t  the price of his 
independence, and had probably to submit to very h d  claims 
being made upon him. (Cqmri ,  8. 60.) The world's power, 
to which dhaz had offered a finger, seized, more and more, the 
whole hand, and held it by a firm grasp. Under Hezekiah, 
faith broke through the consequence of the sin of the family; , 

but this intemption laeted aa long only as did the hith. In  
addition to that which Ahaz had, for his unbelief, to suffer 
from Aram, Ephmim, and Bsehur, came the rebellion of the 
neighbouring nations,--of the Edomites, according to 2 Chron. 
xrviii 17, and of the Philietinee, according to ver. 18. 

Ver. I. " A d  it cam to ~8 in the daye of Ahaz, the em 
of JothcMn, t 3 ~  ~e of Uzziah, thud Rmk,  the king of A m ,  
and Pekah the wn of Rernaliah, ths Icing of I m l ,  went up i% 

ward Jmh, to war againat it, and ccncld not &ht 
againet it." 
In thus tracing back the pedigree of Ah= to Uzziah, there 

is a reference to chap. vi 1 : " In the year that King U d h  

nviii. 6 ff. comes in between 2 Rings xvi. 5 a. b. ; that the author of the 
boob of the Kings gives a report of the begi~nin and end ; the author of 
the Chronicles, of the middle of the cam 8ut we snoot a g m  with 
Cap16 in his tnrnefarring to Idnma E c ; ~ r y  of M. Accordine to 
Is. vii. 2, Aram was encamped in E hrairn. According to 2 Kine XVI. 6, 
both of the kings came up to Je n.%m and body her. The expedition 
a g a h t  Eleth, 2 King m. 6, wae eecondwy, and y the wsy only. 
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died," &c. Thwe two chapters ~ h d  mid to each other rre 
prophecy and fulfilment. It wae in the year of Ueziah's death 
that the Prophet had been mized with fearful forebodings; 
and by the divine word bheee fearful forebodings had soon 
been raieed into a clear knowledge of the thktelling judg. 
men& which were impending. Under Ah=, the eecond suc- 
ceaeor of Uzziah, this knowledge began to be realized, keeping 
paca with the hardening which in Alw had become personifie(L 
He, the type of the unbelieving Jewish people, did not hear 
and understand, did not see and perceive ; and the announce- 
ment of the Prophet served merely to increase his hardening. 
Even as early as  that, the germ of the w y i q  away of the 
people, announced by the Prophet in chap. vi, waa formed.-- 
The circumstance of the hostile k i n e  being introduced as going 
up implies the spiritual elevation of Jerudem ; comp. remark6 
on Pa xlviii 3 ; dviii. 17. The city of Ood is unconquerable 
unlees her inhabitants and, above all, the anointed one of. Qod, 
rnnke, by their unbelief, their glorious privilege of no avail 
In the last words : " A d  could m t  &ht against it," (the sin- 
gular h 9 ,  because Rezin is the chief person, Rezin and Pekah 
being identical with Rezin with Pekah, comp. Eath. iv. 16), 
the m u l t  of the siege is anticipated ; and this is easily ac- 
&unted b r  by the consideration thnf ver. 1 serves as an intm- 
dudion to the whole amount, stating, in general terms, the 
circurnstcmcea which induced the Prophet to come publicly 
forward. In the following veraea, the share only is men- 
tioned which the Prophet took in the matter; and the ac- 
count is closed after he haa discharged his commission. The 
apparent contradiction to 2 Kings xvi 6, according to which 
J e ~ d e m  wae really besieged,+ contradiction which occurs 

. also in that passage itself: "And they besieged Ah=, and 
could not fight"-ie most simply reconciled by the remark 
that a fruitless etruggle can, as it were, not be called a struggle, 
j u t  as, e. g., in the Old Tmtament, such aa have a name little 
known are spoken of as being without a name. 

Ver. 2. "And  it was told to the home of David, eaying : 
Arum re& u p  Ephaint. Then his heart trembled, and 
the hurt of his people, like ae the trembling of the trece of the 
wood befme the windn 
. The representative of the house of David wan, amording to 
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ver. 1, Ahaz, to whom the suffix in r d ~  refers. It' is thereby 
intimated that Ahaz does not come into consideration as an hi- 
dividual, but as a representative of the whole Davidic family. 
of which the membem were responsible, conjunctly and sever- 
ally, md which in Ah= deuied their God, and gave themselves 
up to the world$ power,--a deed of the family from the con- 
sequences of which a heroic faith only, like that of Hezekiah, 
auld deliver, but in such a mcmner only that it at once be- . 

tame valid again when this faith ceased, until a t  length in 
Christ the house of David waa raised to glory. Ver. 19  shows 
that nu must be taken in the signification "to let oneself 
down," " to eit down," "to enca~np." The anguish of the 
n l r t d  mas, who has not his strength in God at the breaking 
in of danger, is most graphically described. 

Ver. 3.. "And the Lord w i d  to Isaiah: Go out' to meet 
Ahaz, thou and Shearjaehvb thy m, at the end of the cxm- 
d t d  of th,e upper p l ,  in the highway of the fuller'e jeld." 

Why is the Prophet to seek out the,king just a t  this place? 
l 'he auswer is given by cbap. xxii 2. "And e reservoir you 
make between the two walls for the watew of the old pool : and 
not do ye look unto him who makea i t  (viz., the impending 
ahmity), and not do ye regard him who fashioned it long ago. ' 
\\%en a siege of Jerusalem wtis imminent, in the lower territory, 
t.he first taak was to cut off the water from the hostile army. 
This measure H e w k u ,  according to 2 Chron. xxxii. 3, took 
against Sennacherib: " And he took counsel with his princes 
and bi mighty men, to stop the watei- of the fountains which 
were without the city, and they helped him." That might be 
done in faith; but he who, like Ahaz, did not rrtand in the faith, 
sought in it, per ae, his wfety ; his despairing heart clung to 
such measures. The stopping of the fountains was, in his case, 
on a level with seeking help from the Assyrians. It is thus in 
the midst of his sin that the Prophet seeks out the king, and 
4 1 s  to his conscience: :'take heed a ~ ~ d  be quiet." But why 
did the Prophet take hie son Shwjmhub with him? It surely 
annot be without significance; for otherwise it would not have 
h e n  recorded, far less would i t  have been done a t  the express 
mmmand of the Lord. As the boy does not appear actively, 
the reason can only be in the signification of the name. Ac- 
wding to chap. viii, the Prophet was accustomed to give to 
YOL IL C 
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his sons symbolical names which had a relation to the deati- 
niee of the nation. They were, according to chap. viii 18, 
"for ~ i g n s  and for wondem in Israel" But as an interpreb 
tion of the name, the passage chap. x. 21 is to be considered : 
b'The remnant shall return, the remnant of Jrtcob unto the 
mighty W' The word na can, accordingly, undemtood 
of returning to the Lord, of repentance only, comp. chap. i 27 ; 
Hos. iii. 5. But with repentance the recovery of salvation is 
indiusolubly connected. The reaeon why it is impossible that 
they who commit the ain against the Holy Ghost s h d  never 
m v e r  salvation lies solely in the circumstance, that i t  is im. 
possible that they should he renewed to repentance. The 
fundamental patsage, which is comprehended in the name of 
the Prophet's son : "And thou returnest unto the Lord thy 
God. . . . And the Lord thy God turneth thy captivity (i.. a, 
thy misery), and hath compassion npop thee, and &urnetlr 
and gathereth thee from 41 the nationb" @cut. xxx 2, 3), 
emphatically p i n k  out the indissoluble connection of the 
return to the Lord, and of the return of the Lord to His 
people. Thk connection comes out so much the more clearly, 
when we consider that, according to Scripture, repentance is 
not the work of man but of Ood, and is nothing else but the 
beginning of the bestowal of salvation ; comp. Deut. xxx. 6 : 
" And the Lord thy God circumciseth thine heart, and the 
heart. of thy seed to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy wul, that thou mayeet live ;" Zech. 
xii 10. King and people feared entire destruction ; and it 
was at this that their powerful enemies aimed Isaiah took 
his son with him, " ss the living proof of the preservation of 
the nation, even amidst the most fearful destruction of the 
greater part of it." After having in this manner endeavoured 
to free their minds from the extreme of fear, he seeks to ele- 
vate them to joyful h o p ,  by the prophetical announcement 
proper, which showed that, from this quarter, not even t h e  
future great judgment, which would leave a portion only, was 
to be feared 

Ver. 4. " And Bay unto him: Take hced and be quiet; fear 
not, .nor let thy heart be tender for the two enda of thew 
mlc ing  .firehamla, for the j m v e  angm of Re&, and Arum, 
and of the eon of Remnliah." 
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The words " Take heedn point to the dangerous conse-' 
quence. of fear ; comp. ver. 9 : '. If ye do not believe, ye shall 
not be eetablished." On the words " be quiet," lit ,  make quiet, 
viz, thy heart and walk, comp. chap. xxx. 15 : .' For thus 
mith the Lord : By returning and rest ye shall be saved ; in 
quietneee and confidence shall be your strength ; m d  ye would 
noh" Such ae he was, Ahas; could not reappnd to the exhor- 
tations to be quiet Quietness is a product of faith. But the 
way of faith stood open to Ahaz every moment, and by hie, 
promiaing word and by his example, the Prophet invited him 
O, enter upon it. In the words : " Fear not," &c., there is an 
unmistakable reference to Deut. xx 1, b, according to which 
p q e  the priest was, on the occasion of hostile oppreesion, 
to speak to the people : " Let not your hearts be tender, and 
be not t eded , "  That which, in the Law, the priest was 
mmmanded to do, is here done by the Prophet, who was 
obliged so often to step in as a substitute, when the class of 
the ordinary servants fell short of the height of their calling. 
-The " &brand " is the image of the conqueror who destroys 
countries by the fire of war, comp. remasks on Rev. viii. 8. 
The Prophet is jud  about to announce to the hostile kings 
their impending overthrow ; for this reason, he calls them 
end% of firebrands, which no longer blaze, but only glimmer. 
He calls them thus because he considers them with the eye of 
faith; to the bodily eye a bright flame still presented itself, 
as the laet words: " For the fierce anger," &c., m d  ven. 5 and 6 
 how. C h ~ y h  remarks: " He calla these kings 'fire- 
brands,' to indicate at the same time their violence, m d  that 
they are to be emily overcome; and it is for this reason that 
he adds ' smoking,' i.e., that they were near being altogether 
extinguished." 

Vera 5, 6. " Becawe A m  meditates evil againat thee, 
Ephmh and the. wn of Remaliah, eaying : Let ua go up 
ngailud Judah, and drive it to &~ernity, d conquer it for 
ue, and eet up ao a IcCng in the mid& of i t  the e m  of Tabeal." 
We have here, farther carried out the thought indicated by 

the words: " for the fierce anger," &c The interval, in the origi- 
nal text, between Vera 6 and 7, is put in to prevent the false 
connection of these verses with ver. 7 (Hit* and EwcJcE).- 
P? always means "to loathe," " to experience diegu~t ;" here, 
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in Hiph., "to cause disgust," " to drive to extremity;" comp. 
my work on Balaam, Rem. on Num. xxii 3.-pp2 m a n s  al- 
ways: " to cleave naunder," "to open," "to conquer."-rhe 
words: "For ~ 8 , ~  show that Tabeal is to be the vassal only 
of the two kinga The absolute confidence with which the 
Prophet recognim the futility of the plan of the two kings, 
forms a glaring contrast to the modern view of Prophetism. 
Ver. 2 shows in what light ordinary consciousness did, and 
could not fail to look on the then existing state of things. 

Ver. 7. " Thwr eaith the Lord Jehovah: I t  ehaU not &nd, 
neither ehall i t  come to paes." (A plan stands when it is 
carried out.) 

Ver. 8. " For the head of Amm ie Damat&, and  tlu head 
of Damascw, i.6 Rezin, and in threemore and five yea18 more, 
Ephraim shall be b~ok.en, wnd be no more  a pple." 

Ver. 9. " A n d  the head of Eyhraim b S m r i a ,  CMUE the 
head of Sumaria ie Remaliah$ eon. If ye believe not, ye 
8huU not be eetabl~khed." 

Each of these two verses forms a complete whole.-The 
worde: " For the head of Aram," &c., to " R a i n n  receive their 
explanation from the antithcaia to vers. 5 and 6, where the 
king of Aram and the king of Ephraim h d  declared their in- 
tention of extending their dominion over Judah. As, con- 
cerning this intention and this hope, the Lord has declared 
His will that it shall not be, we must understand: Not as re- 
gards Judah, and not as regards Jerusalem I t  is in vain t h a t  
men's thoughts e d t  themselves against the purposes of God. 
From Aram, the Prophet turns, in the second part of the verse, 
to Ephraim: "And even Ephraim ! Whet could i t  prevail 
against the Lord and Hi9  Kingdom ! It surely shoukl give 
up all attempts to get more ; its days are numbered, the sword 
is already suspended over its own h d "  But inasmuch as it 
is possible, although not likely, that Ephraim, before its own  
overthrow, m y  still bring evil upon Judah, this i~ expressly 
denied in ver. 9: Samaria, according to the counsel of Qod, 
and the limit assigned to it, is the head of Ephraim only, and 
not, at the same time, of Judah, &c. With this are then con- 
nected the closing words: " If ye believe not, ye shall not b e  
established" (properly, the consequence will be that ye do not 
continue), which are equivdent to it : i t  is hence nut Samarin 
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and the eon of Remaliah that you have to fear; the enemy 
whom you have to dread, whom you have to contend apinst  
with prayer and supplication, is in yourselvea. Take heed 
lest s similar cause produce a similar effect, as in the last 
clause of ver. 8 it has been threatened against Ephraim.-This 
prophecy and warning, one would have expected to have pro- 
duced an effect so much the deeper, became they were not 
uttered by some obscure fanatic, but by a worthy member of 
a class which h d  in ita favour the sanction 'of the hwgiver, 
and which in the course of centuries had been ao often and 
so gloriously owned and acknowledged by God? 

' The words: " In threesoore and five years more, Ephra ' i  shall be broken 
and be no more a people," have, by rationalistic critics, without and against 
dl external argument+ been decked to be s urioua. The reseons which 
m e  u fig laves to cover their doctrinal &ncY are the following: (1) 
"The time does not agree, inasmuch aa the ten tribes eustained thew firat 
defeat very eoon afterwards by Tiglath- ilezer; the second, nineteen to 
twenty-one y a m  later, by Bhalmanezer, wgo, in the sixth year of Hezekiah, 
carried the inhabitants of the kingdom of the ten tribes away into captivity." 
But the question here is the complete destructiori of the national eztatence of' 
Iflael; and that took place only under King Maneeseh, when, by Azorhaddon, 
new Gentile colonist8 were brought into the land, who expelled h m  i t  thc 
old inhabitants who had again gathered t h m d v e s  together ; comp. 2 Kings 
xvii. 24 with Ezra iv. 2, 10. From that time, Israel amalgamated more 
and more with Judah, and never returned' to a national independence. 
This ha ned exactly sixty-five years after the announcement by the Pro- 
phet. Kp. p.*i. 12 compared with ver. 18 dmws how little the dwlation 
of the country (ver. 16) le connected with the breaking up aa a nation. I t  
& moreover, a t  least as, much the interest of those who &, the spurious- 
ne?e, as it is oum to remove the chronological diflicultiea; for how could it  
he imagined that the supposed author should have iutroducd a false chrono- 
lop id  statement? Hie ob'ect surely could be none other than to procure 
authority fur the Ro het b putting into hia mouth a prophecy so very evi- 
dently and manifest& f h i e d .  (L) 6 b  The worda contam an unsuitable 
cornlation, as Ahaz could not be benefitted by so late a destruction of hie 
enemy." But, immediately afterwards, he is even ax d y  aeaured that this 
memy will not be able to do him any immediate Lrm Chry8ostom re- 
marks: "The king, hearing that they ahould be destroyed after sixty five 
jam, might eay within himself : What about that? Although they be tlwn 
overthrown, of what use is it to us, if they now take us? In order that thc 
h g  might not p k  thus, the Prophet eaya: Be of good cheer even aa tn 
the present. At that time they shall be utterly destroyed; but wen now, 
they ddl not have any more than their own land, for " the head of Eph- 
raim," &c. The preceding distinct announcement of the laat end of his 
enemy, however. wcrs exceedingly well fitted to break in Ahaz the o inion 
d his invincibility, and to s t r e n p  his faith in the God of &.el, 
who, with a 6rm hand, directe the estinies of nations, and, no ha, the faith 
in His semant whom He raie.ea to be rivy to His secrets.-(%) " The use of 
o u m h  a, exact i. agaimt the a n & j  of all oracles." But immediately 
afterwards (ver. 15 comp. with chap. viii. 4 the time of the defeat is as 
exactly &dl although not in dphem. In cLp.  u IrLh announces that 
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Vera. 10, 11. "And the Lord epalce fa& unto Ahaz, 
8ayhg, A e k t h e e a + o f  theLord thy God; aeki t fmmthe 
depth, or above f m  t b  h.+ht." 

Ahaz ob8emed a dignified silence after those words of the 
Prophet ; but his whole manner shews the Prophet that they 
have not made any impression upon him. If David's spirit 
had rested on Bhaz, he would aurely, if he had wavered a t  
all, have, on the word of the Prophet, thrown himself into 
the arms of his'aod. But in order that the depth of his 
apoatacy, the greatness of his guilt, and the justice of the 
divine judgments may become manifeat, God shows him even 
a deepex condescension. The Prophet offers to prove the 
truth of his announcement by any miraculous work which the 
king himself should determine, and from which he might, at 
the same time, see God's omnipotence, and the Divine miu- 
sion of the Prophet. As Ahaz refused the offered sign, the 
word 2 Tim. ii 12, 13 : 11 &pvebps8a, xdcxrivoc dcpwj~rar ipi%c. 

r i  cirraro~prv, ixtivoc wrurdC pivtr-dcpvrjaaa8or ydp iaurdv ot dCvarar 

came into application. According to Deut. vii 9 fT the 
truth and faithfulnew of God must now m d e a t  itself in the 

tiam and Ethiopians ehall suetein a defeat; in chap. 
xxiii. lb ,  t t Tym wo flourieh anew seventy years after ita f d  ; in cha *""r the E% 
xxxviii. 6, he announca to Hezekiah, sick unto death, that God would a& 
fifteen yeers to hie life. Accordin to Jeremiah, the Babyloniah captivity is 
to laat .event yeam; and the f&ent haa ahown that thb date is not to 
be undentmdaa a mund number. And fulber, the year-weeke in Daniel. 
-But in opposition to thie view, and poeitively in favour of the genuine- 
nem, are the followiag arguments : The words have not on1 an is conoeded 
by Ewa&f, 6 6  a true old-Hebm mlouring," but in their emp&tic and aolemo 
bmvity (" he shall be broken from W n g ]  a people ") they do not a t  all bear 
the character of an interpolation. If we blot them out, then the Prophet 
says 1- than from reeent circumstancee, from ver. 4, where he clrlls the  

" end. of emo!ing &brand.," in oppodion to ver. 6, and from the 
%gy of v s .  8, where the threatening is much more were ,  he w u  b w n d  
to eay. His eaying merely that they would not get any more, waa not a d -  
cient. He could make the right impression only when he reduced that decla- 
ration to ita foundation-i. e., their own destruction and overthrow. Vm. 16, 
too, would go far beyond what would be announced here, if we remove this 
clause. He announces deefruction to the kings tbmehes .  Finally, the 
eymmetrical paralleliem would be datroyed by striking out thew won-le. The 
worde : " If ye believe not, e &all not be eetabliied," would, in that case, 
be without the parallel m e m L  They are connected with the clause under 
diecumion tw much the rather, {hat in them it is not epecially Judah'a de- 
livnrance from the Syrians and Ephraimites that is looked at, but ita salva- 
tion in general. 
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diction of severe visitations upon the house of David.-The 
cheracter of a sign b, in general, borne by everything which 
serves for certifying fscte which belong to the territory of faith, 
and not to that of sight. 1. In  some instasces, the sign consists 
in a mere naked word ; thus in Exod iii. 1 2 : "And this shall be 
thesip unto thee that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought 
forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall mrve God upon this 
m o u n W  M o d  doubte of the truth of his Divine mission 
originated in the wnsciousneea of his own unworthiness, and in 
the condition of those to whom he was sent From these doubk 
he was delivered by the announcement that, at the place where 
he had been called, he, a t  the head of the delivered people, 
ahould serve his God This was to him a eign that Qod was in 
meat in oafling him. 2. In  other i n e b c ~  the assurance 
given by the sign consista in its perceptibility tcnd corporedity ; 
so that the word assumes, as it were, flesh and blood. A case of 
tbie kind it is, e.g., when, in chap. viii 18, Iaaiah calls his two 
sons, to whom, at the command of God, he had given symbolical 
namea, expressive of the future salvation of the ~ovenmt~people, 
" S i p  and wonders in Ism1 ;* farther, chap. xx. 3, where the 
Prophet walks naked and barefoot for a sign of the calamity im- 
pending over Egyptand Ethiopia in three yeam 3. In another 
class of signs, a fsct is announced which is, in itself, natural, but 
not to be foreseen by m y  human combination, the coming to 
1'8ea of which, in the immediate future, furnishes the proof that, 
at a distant future, that will be fulfilled which wosforetold as im- 
pending. The wonderful element, and the demonstrative power 
do not, in such a cam, lie in the matter of the sign, but in the tell- 
ing of it beforehand It is in this sense that, in 1 Sam. x., Samuel 
givm a w e d  eigne to Saul, that Qod had destined him to be 
king, c.g., that in a place exactly fixed, he would meet two men 
who would bring him the intelligence that the lost asses were 
li~und; that, farther onwards, he would meet with three men, 
one of.whom would be carrying three kids, another, three loaves 
of bread, and another, a bottle of wine, &c. In I Sam. ii. 3 4, the 
sudden d&h of hie two sons is given to Eli t\s a sign that all 
the calamities threatened against his family should certainly 
elme to paaa In  Jer. Icliv. 29, 30, the impending defeat 
of Pharaoh-Hophras is given as a eign of the divine ven- 
geance breaking in upon the Jews in Egypt. Even bfore the 
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thing came to pass, it could not in such a case, be oaerwise than 
that the previous condition and foundation brought before the 
eyes in a lively manner (Jer. xliv. 30: Behold, I give Pharaoh- 
Hophras into the hands of his enemies") gave a powerful shock 
to the doubta w to whether the fact in question would come to 
pass. 4. In other cases, the assurance wtu given in such H 

manner, thatall doubtsas to the truth of theannouncement were 
set at  rest by the immediate performance of a miraculous work 
going beyond the ordinary laws of nature. Thus, e.g., Isaiah 
says to Hezekiah, in chap. xxviii 7 : " And this shall be the 
sign unto thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing 
which H e  has upoken," and, as a &gn that the Lord would 
d d  fifteen yet~1.s to the life of the King, who was sick unto 
death, he makes the shadow on the sundial of Ahaz to go back 

. ten degrees. Of this description were &o the signs granted to 
Gideon, and, in many respects, the plagues in Egypt also. In 
the p m g e  before us, no other sign can possibly be spoken of 
than one of the two last chse8. For i t  was a real, miraculous 
sign only which could possibly exert any influence on a mind so 
darkened as was that of bhaz, and i t  was the vain offer of such 
an one only which was fitted to bring to light his obduracy. 
If, then, the Prophet was willing and able to give a real, 
mirwnlous sign, why, then, is the answer of Ahaz so un- 
suitable 1 And we can surely not suppose, as Mekr d w ,  
that he should have intentionally misundera td  the Prcl- 
pt~et. The temptation of the Lord by the children of Israel, 
to which the word of the Lord, Deut vi. 16, quoted by Ahaz, 
refers, consisted, according to Exod. xvii., in their having asked 
water, as a mirc~euloue e i p  that the Lord was truly in. the 
midst of them. How could the Prophet reproach Ahaz with 
having offended, not men merely, but God, unless he had offered 
to prove, by a fact which lay absolutely beyond the limits of 
nature, the truth of his announcement, the divinity of Him who 
gave it, the divinity of his own miasion,, and the soundness of 
his advice? Hendewerk is of opinion that "it is difficult to say 
what the author would have made to be the sign in the heavens ; 
probably, a very simple thing." But in meking this objection i t  
is forgotten that Isaiah gives free choice to the king. H&ig 
says: "Without knowing it, Isaiah here plays a very dangerous 
game. For if Ahaz had accepted his proposition, Jehovah would 
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probably have left His servant in the lurch, and he would have 
hguu to doubt of his God and of himself." In  thwe words, 
at all events, it is conceded that the prophets themselves would 
not be what people in modern times would have them to be. 
If mch was their position towmds mivacles, then, in their own 
convictions, propheck%, too, must be something else than g e n e d  
deauiptiow, and indehi te  forebdings. But how should it have 
been poesible that an order could have maintained itself for cen- 
turies, the most prominent members of which gave themselves 
up fo such en thuRiastic imprudence and rashnew? Moreover, i t  
iY overlooked that afterwards, to Hezekiah, our Prophet grantfl 
that in reality which here he offers to Ahaz in vain,---poyn 
and nxn are Infin. abblol. "going high," "going low." Tile 
Impelat ,&v must be understood after nam alno. Some ex- 
plain &a by "to hell," "down to hell;" but this is again& 
the form of the word, which i t  would be arbitrary to change. 
Nor d m  one exactly see how, if we except, perhaps, the ap- 
parition of one dead, Isaiah could have given to the king a 
sign from the Sheol; and in other passages, too (comp. Joel iii. 
3 [ii 301 ), signs in the heavens and in the earth are contras- 
ted with one another. Thocloret remarks that both kinds of 
mkacles, among which the-Inrd here allowed a choice to Ahaz, 
were granted by Him to hia pious son, Hezekinh, inaamuch ri.9 

He wrought a phenomenon in heaven. which Sffected the going 
lack of the shadow ou the sun-ditd of Ahaz; and on eurtl~, in- 
asmuch as He, in a wonderful manner, destroyed the Assyriautl, 
and regtored the king to health. Jewm.e farther remarks, 
that, from among the plagues in Egypt, the lice, froge, kc., 
were aigne on earth; the hail, fire, and three day's, darkness, 
were signs in the heaven. I t  i8 on the passage b e f m  ua that 
the Plmrisees take their stand, when in Matt. xvi. 1 they at~k 
from the Lord that He should grtmt them a, sign from heaven 
If even the Prophet Isaiah o5ered to prove in such a manner 
bis divine mission, then, according to their opinion, Cl~rist was 
much more bound to do thia, inasmuch as He set up far h i g h  
clairna But they overlooked the circumstance that enough 
had already been panted for convincing those who were well 
disposed, and that i t  can never be a duty to convince obsti- 
nate unbelief .in ,a manner so palpable. 
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Ver. 12. "And A h a z d :  I wiU not a&, wither WZ I 
tempt tlw Lord" 

A h a  declina the offer by referring to Deut. vi 16., and 
thus assuming the guiRe of reverence for God and Hia com- 
mandment. "He pretends," eays Ccclvin, "to have faith in the 
words of the Prophet, and not to require anything besides the 
word." The same declarations of the Law, the Lord opposes 
to Satan, when the latter would induce Him to do something 
for which he had no word of Clod, Matt. iv. 7. That would 
r d y  have been a tempting of Gtd Ahaz had no doubt that 
the miracle would really be performed; but he had a dislike 
to enter within the m y s t i d  sphere. Who knows whether the 
God who p t s  the miracle is really the highest God? comp. 
Ia x. 1 0, 1 I ,  xxxvi 18-20, xxxvii 1 0-1 2. Who knows whe- 
ther He is not laying for him a trap; whether, by preventing 
him from seeking the help of man, He ia not to bring upon 
himthe destruction which hie conscience tells him he has so 
richly deserved? At all events the affording of His help is 
clogged with a condition which he iR reeolved not to fulfil, 
viz., hie conversion. A better and emier bargain, be thought, 
could be struck with the ABRyrians ; how insakiable soever they 
might be, they did not ask the beast. How many do even 
now-days rather perish in sin and misery, than be converted! 

Ver. 13. "And  he said: Hear ye now, 0 howre of D u d :  
1 8  it too little for you to p m k e  man, that you p m k e  a h  
my Godr 

When Aha had before refused to believe in the simple an- 
nouncement of the Prophet, hia ein was mom pardonable; for, 
inmmuch as I&& had not proved himeelf outwardly as a di- 
vine a m b d o r ,  Ahaz sinned to a certain degree w i n s t  w 
only, against the Prophet only, by unjuRtly suspecting him of 
a deceitful pretension to a divine revelation. Hence, Isaiah 
continua mild and gentle. But when Ahaz declined the of- 
fered sign, God himself was provoked by him, and his wicked- 
ness came evidently to light. It iR substantially the same 
difference as that between the sin against the Son of Man, 
the Clirist coming outwardly and m a man only (Bengel : quo 
Btatu cwmpim, qquuteua aequo turn loco cum h o m i n h s  ccm 
vereubatur), and the sin against the Holy Ghost who power- 
fully glorifies Him outwwdly and inwardly. It ia the anti- 



ISAIAH, CHAP. VII. 1 0, 1 1. 43 

thesis of the relative ignorance of what one is doing, and of 1 
the abeolute unwillingnew which purpoeely hardens itself to 
the truth known, or m y  to be known. We say relative 
ignorance; for an element of obduracy and hardenidg a M y  
existed, if he did not believe the Prophet, even without a sign. 
For the fact that the Prophet wcla sent by God, and upoke 
God's word, waa testified to all who woiild hear it, even by 
the inner voice, just tw in every sin against the Son of Man 
them is always already an element of the sin against the Holy 
Ghd-The truth that godlewnees is the highest folly is here 
seen in a very evident manner. The same Ahaz who rejecb 
the offer of the living God, who palpably wishes to reveal to 
him that He is a living God, sacrifices hie son to the dead idol 
Moloch, who never yet gave the smallest s i p  of life! In this 
~uirror we may see the condition of human nature-The cir- 
cumstance that it ia not Ahaz, but the house of David that is 
addmed, indicates that the deed is a deed of the whole house. 
-The Prophet says, "My God," i e . ,  the God whose faithful 
~ervant I am, and in whom ye hypocrites have no more any 
ahare. In Ver. 1 I, the Prophet had still called Him the God 
of Bhaz 

Ver. I t .  "Therefo~e the Lmd himeelf &veth you a en: 
Behdd ths Virgin ie .with child, and 6,mreth a Son, and thou 
~dat hie mms ImrnaltzLel." 
Ahaz had refwed the proffered sign ; the whole depth of his 

apostacy had become manifest; no further regard was to be 
had to him. But it wss neceasaT to strengthen thoee who 
feered God, in their confidence in the Lord, and in their hope 
in him For this reason, the Prophet givea a dgn, even against 
the will of Ahaz, by which the announcement of the deliver- 
ance from the two kings was codhmed. Your weak, prostrate 
hith, he says, may erect itself on the certain fact that, in the 
Son of the Virgin, the Lord will eome day be with us in the* 
trnest manner, and may perceive therein s guarantee and a 
pledge of the lower help in the present danger also.-"There- 
foren-because ye will not fix upon a sign. Reinke, in the 
ably written Monograph on this passage, assigns to p!~ the 
signification, "nevertheless," which is not supported by the 
wu.9 bqumdi.-p* must be translated as a Present; for the 
pregnancy of the Virgin and birth of Immanuel are present to 
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the Prophet; and the fact cannot serve as a s ip ,  in so far 8s 

i t  manifests itself outwardly, (but only in so far as, by being 
foretold, i t  is d z e d  as present.An He, ie., of His own ac- 
cord, without any co-operation, such as would have taken place 
if Ahaz had asked the sign.-a~$ refers by its form to the  
house of David; but in determining the sign, i t  is not the red 
condition of its repmentative at that time which is re-oarded, 
but as he aught to he. In  substance, the sign given to un- 
godly Ah= is de~ltined for believers only.-nm "behold" indi- 
cates the energy with which the Prophet anticipates the fu- 
ture ; in his spirit i t  becomes to him the immediate present. 
Thus it was undentood as early as by Chyeoetonc : pivov ydp ' 

o h  dfiiwoc 41 rot yrvhprva nai pavra~opivou xai roh~dv ijCovro6 C - m p  
r&u riptipivmv thqpopopiav, r;v ydcp &utrlpmv dp(lahp& ixshor aapiar~por 
rdL p)) Ipiptua @~taov.-The article in nnhn cannot refer to th.e 
virgin known as the mother of the Saviour; for, besides the 
passage before us, i t  is only Micah v. 2 (3) which mentions the 
mother of the Saviour, and i t  is our pusage only which spenks 
of her as a virgin. In harmony with mn, the article in mhn 
might be explained from the circumstance that tbe Virgin is pre- 
sent to the inward perception of the Prophetequivalent to "the 
virgin there." But since the use of the article in the generic 
sense is so geneml, i t  is most natural to understand "the vir- 
gin a~ forming a contrast to the married or old woman, and 
hence, in substance, m here equivalent to a virgin. To this 
view we are led also by the circumstance $hat, in the parallel 
paasage, Mic. v, 2 (3) rnh* <<a bearing. woman" is used without 
the article.-ith ia, by old expo&on, commonly derived from 
o h  in the signifiation "to conceal" A virgin, they assume, 
is called a concealerl one, with reference to the custorus of the 
East, where the virgins are obliged to lend a concealed life. 
Thus i t  was understood by J e r m  also: " A W  is not ap- 
plied to girls or virgius generally, but is used emphatically of 
a hidden and concealed virgin, who is never accessible to the  
look of male9 but who is with great care watched by the 
parents." But all parties now rightly agree t h t  the word is 
to be derived h m  nb, in the signification, "to grow up." 
To offer here any arguments in proof would be a work of 
supererogation, as they are offered by all dictionariw. But 
with d that, hdher'8 remark is even now in full form : " lf 
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a Jew or a Christian can prove to rue that in any passage 
of Scripture Ahnah means "a married woman," I will give 
him a hundred florins, although Clod done knows where I 
may find them." It is truo that .n& is distinguished from 
n h ,  which designates the virgin state as ouch, and in this 
s i i c a t i o n  occurs in Joel i 8. also where the bride lamenta 
over her bridegroom whom  he has ,lost by deatl~. Inviolate 
cl~astity is, in itself, not implied in the word. But certain it 
is that m!g designates an unmarried person in the fimt years 
of youth; and if this be the case, unviolated chastity is a mat- 
ter of course in this context; for if the mother of the Saviour 
was to be an unmarried person, she could be a virgin only ; 
and, in general, i t  is inconceivable that the Prophet should have 
brought forward a relation of impure love. I n  favour of "an 
unmamed person" is, in the fint instance, the derivatiou. 
Bing derived from ~!g, "to grow up," "to become marriage- 
able: rnh can denote nothing else than puelh nubile. But 
still more decisive ie the wrus loquendi. In  Arabic and Sy- 
riac the corresponding words are never used of married women, 
and J e r m  remarks, that in the Punic dialect atso a virgin 
proper is called n&. Besides in the passage before lis, the 
word occurs in Hebrew six times (Gen. xxiv. 43  ; Exod. ii 8 ; 
Pa lxviii 26 ; Song of Sol i. 3, vi 8 ; Prov. xxx. 19) ; but in . 
all them passages the word is undeniably used of unmarried 
persona In the two passages of the Song of Solomon, the 
~k designate the nations which have not yet attained to m 
union with the heavenly Solomon, but are destined for this 
unioa In  chap. vi 8, they are, as brih, expressly contrasted 
with the wives of the first and second c lm.  Marriage forms 
the boundary; the A l m h  frgpeam here distinctly as the anti- 
thesis to a married woman. : .It is the passage in Proverbs only 
which requirea a more minute examination, as the opponents 
have given up all the other passtlg.es, and seek in it alone a 
support for their assertion that n& may be used of a married 
, w o m a n  also. The passage in its connection runs es follows : 
Ter.-18. "There be three things which are too wonderful for 
n g k d  four which I know not. Ver. 19. The way of an eagle 
in the air, the way of a serpent upon the rock, the way of a 
ship* the heart of the sea, and the way of a man with a 
maid. Ver. 20. This is the way of an adulterous woman; she 
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eateth, and wipeth her mouth and 4 t h  : I have done no wick- 
edness." Accerding to De Wettc, Berthmu, and others, the 
thium cornparcztionb for every thing ie to lie in this o@y, 
that the weye do not leave any trace that could be recognized. 
But the t m l e s a  disappearing in altogether without foundation ; 
there is not one word to indicate it;  and it is quite impossible 
t.hd that on which every thing depends should have been left 
to conjecture. Farther,-instead of the eagle, every other 
bird might have been mentioned, and the words "in the eir" 
would be without meaning, as well as the words "in the  - 11eart of the sea" mentioned in reference to the ship. But  
the real point of view is expressly stated in ver. 18. It ia 
the incomprehensible. It is thus only that ver. 20, for 
which the other verses p r e p  the way, falls in with the  
tendency of tbe whole. In  the way of the adulteress, that  
which is pointed out is not that i t  cannot be known, 
but the m o d  incomprehensibility that she, practising great 
wickedness which is worthy of death, and will unavoidably 
h ing  destruction upon her, behavea as if there were nothing 
wrong, as if a permitted enjoyment were the point in quea- 
tion, th'at she eata the poisoned b r d ' o f  unchaste enjoyment 
as if it were ordinary bread; mmp. k 17, xx. 17;  Pa. 
xiv. 4. Four incomprehensible things in the natural tenitoly 
are made use of to illustrate an incompreheneible thing in the 
ethical territory. The whole purpocle is to point out the nzys- 
t e r y  of dm, In  the case of the eagle, it in the boldnees of his 
flight in which the miraculoua consists. The speed and bold- 
ness of his flight is elsewhere also very commonly mentioned 
aa the characteristic of the eagle ; i t  is just that which makes 
him the king of birds In the case of the wrpent, the wonder 
is that, although wanting feet, i t  yet moves over the smooth 
rock which ie inacceesible to the proud horse ; comp. Amos 
vi. 12 : " Do horsea run upon the rock." In the 8hip, it is 
the circumstance that she safely passes over the abyss which, \ aa i t  would appear, muld not fril to swallow her up. Tlu 
m y  of a man with a mid occupies the last place in order to 
intimate that ~ 7 ,  as in the caw of the adultereas, denotes the 
Bpiw2ual way. What is here meant iR the relation of the 
man to the virgin, g d l y ,  for if any particula*. aspect had 
been re@ed, e.g., that of boldness, cunning, or secrecy, it 
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nught to have been pointed at. The way of the man with 
the maid is the secret of which mention is made rrs early as in 
Den. ii 24,-the union of the strong with the weak and tender 
(comp. the parallel passage, Jer. xxxi  22) the secret attraction 
which connecta with one another the hearts, and a t  last, the 
bodiea The end of the way is marriage. I t  b the young love 
which specially beam the character of the mysterioue; after the 
relation has been established, it attracts less wonder.-;?? is 
the femin. of the verbal adj. F?. The fundamental passage, 
Gen. xvi. 11,  where the angel of the Lord says to H a p :  
"Behold thou art with child, and shalt bear a sun, and shalt 
d l  his name Ishmael, because the Lord has heard thy &ic- 
t<ion," shows that we muet trandate : The virgin is with child, 
and not : becomes with child The allusion to that pa~sage in 
Genesis is very significant. In  that case, as well as in the one 
under consideration, dva t ion  is brought into connection with 
the birth of a child. To the birth of Ishmael, the despairing 
H i p r  is directed as to a security for the divine hvour; to the 
birth of Immanuel, the desponding people are directed as to the 
actual prpof that Clod is with them. If the A l d  represents 
hemelf to the Prophet a s  being already with child, then pas- 
sages such as Is. xxix. 8, Matt. x i  5, are not applicable. A 
virgin who is with child cannot be one who was a virgin- 
The form nmp may be 3d fern. for nmp, comp. Jer. sliv. 23 ; 
but the fundamental passage in Gen. xvi. 11 is decisive for 
considering i t  as the 2d fem. : " thau calleat," as an address to 
the virgin ; in which case the form is altogether regular. It 
wcrs not a mre occurrence in Israel that mothers gave the 
name to children, Gen. iv. 1, 25, xix. 37, xxix. 32. '.The cir- 
cumstance, therefore, that the giving of the name is assigned 
trJ the mother (the virgin) affords no ground for supposing, as 
many of the older expositors do, that this is an intimation that 
the child would not have a human father. "Thou callest" a n ,  
on the contrary, according to the custom then prevalent, be 
substantidy equivalent to : they ahdl name, Matt. xahiaovar, 

Jerome: uocabitur. The name is, of course, not to be con- 
aidered as an ordinary nomen propriun, but as a designation 
of his nature and character. It may be understood in differ- 
ent waya Several interpreters, e. g., Jemne, referring to pas- 
sages w c h  as Ps. xlvi 8, Ixxxix. 25, Ia xliii. 2, Jer. i 8, see 
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in i t  nothing else than an appeal to, and promise of divine 
aid. According to others, the name'ia to be referred to God's 
becoming man in the Messiah ; thus Theodoret says : " The 
name reveals the 'Qod who is with us, the God who became 
man, the God who took upon Him the human nature." I n  a 
8imilm manner Irenmus, Tertullian, Chrysoatum, Lactanti~u.  
Calwh, and others, express themselves. But those very p d l e l  
pwsages just quoted show that the name in itself has no dis- 
tinct reference to the incarnation of God in Christ. Butefrom 
the p-we chap. ix. 5, (61, which is so closely connected with 
the one before us, and in which the Mewiah is d e d  God-hero, 
(the mighty God), and His divine nature so emphatically 
pointed out (comp. also Mic. v. 1 [2],) i t  plainly appeare that  
the Prophet had in view the highest and truest form of God's 
being with His people, such rta was made manifest when the  
word became flesh. , (Chrysoetom sap : "Then, above all, God 
was wiLh us on earth, when He was seen on earth, and con- 
versed with man, and manifested ~o great care for us.") 

According, then, to the interpretation given, this verse be- 
fore us & m a  that, a t  some future period, the Messiah should 
be born by a virgin, among the covenant people, who in the  
truest manner would bring God near to them, and open t h e  
treasures of His wlvation. I n  Vo1. I. p. 500 fF., we proved 
that this explanation occurs already in the Gospel according 
to  St. Matthew. According to the interpretation of the Apostle, 
the pasage can refer to Christ only, and finds in him not only  
the highest. but the only fulfilment. In the Christian 
Church, throughout d l .  ages, the Messianic explanetion was 
the prevailing one. I t  was held by all the Fathera of t h e  
Church, and by all other Christian commentators down to t h e  
middle of the 18th century,---only that some, besides the 
higher reference to the Messiah, assumed a lower one to some 
event of that period. With the revival of faith, this view, 
too, has been revived. It is proved by the parallel passage, 
chap. ix. 5 (6). That passage presents so remarkable an agree- 
ment with the one now under consideration, that we -not 
but assume the same subject in both. "Behold, a virgin i~ 
with child, and bearcth a son1'-" A child is born unto us, a 
son is given ;"-" They d him Immanuel," i. e., Him in whom 
God will be with us in the truest manner-" They call Him 
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Wonder-Cou1~8ellor, the aod-Hero, Ever-Father, the Prince of 
Peace" Both of these paasages ccm tbe less be eepamted h m  
one another, that chap. viii 8 is evidently intended to lead 
from the one to the other. I n  this passage i t  is said of the 
wmMa poloer, which in the meantime, and in the first place, 
wae represented by Asshur: "And the stretchings out of hie 
wings are the fulness of the breadth of thy land, Imrnctnuel," 
4,&, his wings will cover the whole extent of tby bnd,-the 
stretching of the winga of this immenae bird of prey, h h m . ,  
comprehends the whole land I n  the words : " Thy land, 0 
Immenuel," the prophecy of the wonderful Child, in chap. viii. 
28-k 6 (k 1 -7), is already prepared. The land in which 
Immenuel is to be born, which belongs to Him, cannot re- 
main continually the property of heathen enemies. Every 
deetruction is, at the same time, a prophecy of the restora- 
tion A look to the wonderful Child, and despair must flee. 
Behind the clouds, the sun is shining. Every attempt to 
assign the Immanuel to the lower sphere, must by this pas- 
ssge be rendered futile. For how, in that case, could Canaan 
be d e d  Hia land 1 The signification " native countryn which 
pat, it is true, eometimes receives by the context, doee not 
suit hem For the paasage just points out the c o n h t  of 
reality and idea, that the world's power takes possession of 
the lend which behng~ to Imm~nuel, and hence prepares for 
the announcement contained in that which follows, viz, that 
this contrast shall be done away with, end that thia ~ h d  be 
done as soon as the legitimate proprietor comes into His king- 
dom. Farther,-Decisive in favour of the Messianic exphcc  
tion ie d.ao the patsage E c .  v. I ,  2, (2, 3), where, in corms- 
pndence to virgin here, we have, ehe who G bearing. The 
latter, indeed, is not expressly d e d  a virgin ; but i t  follows, 
aa a matter of cotme, that she be eo, as she is to bear the 
Hero of Divine origin (" of &rnity"), who, hence, cannot have 
been begotten by any mortal. Both of the prophecies mutu- 
ally illustrate one another. Micah designates the Divine origin 
of the Promised One ; Isaiah, the miraculous circumetances of 
His birthn ( R o ~ d . )  Just es I d h  holds up the birth 
of lmmanuel as the pledge that the covenant-people would not 
perieb in their present catastrophe ; just aa he points to the 
shining form of Inmanuel, announcing the victory over the 

VOL IL d 
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world, in order to colufort them in the impending severe op 
prmion by the world's power (viii 8) ;-so Micah makes the 
oppression by the world's power continue only until the time 
that she who is bearing brings forth. Aa Micah, in v. 1 (2), 
contrasts the divine dignity and nature with the birth in time, 
so, in Ieaiah, Immanuel, He in whom God will most truly be 
with His people, is born by a virgin. 

The arguments which the Jews, and, following their ex- 
ample, the rationalistic interpreten, especially Geseniwr, and 
with them O b h a . ~ ,  have advanced against the Messianic 
explanation, prove nothing. They are these : 

1. " A  reference to the Messiah who, after the lapse of cen- 
turies, is to be born of a virgin, appears to be without mean- 
ing in the pment circumstances" This argument proves too 
much, and, hence, nothing. I t  would, be valid against Mea- 
Bicvnic prophecies in general, the existence of which certainly 
cannot be denied. Do not Jeremiah and Eeekiel, at the time 
when the people were carried away into captivity, comfort 
them by the announcement that the kingdom of God should, 
in a far more glorious manner, be established by Messiah, 
whoae appearance was yet several centuries f i t a n t ?  The 
highest proof of Israel's dignity and election, was the promise 
that, at some future time, the Messiah was to be born among 
them How, indeed, could the Lord leave, without the lower 
help in the present calamity, a people with whom He wau to 
be, at Home future period, in the truest manner? The Pro- 
phet refers to the future Saviour in a way quite similar to that 
in which the Apostle refers to Him, after He had appeared: 
" Who did not spare His only begotten Son, but gave Him up 
for us all, how should He not in Him give us dl things 
freely In Let us only I;& the truth that the hope in the 
Messiah formed the centre of the life of believers; that this 
hope wae, by fear, repressed bnly, but not destroyed. All 
which was needed, therefore, was to revive this hope, and with 
it the specid hope for the present distress ale0 wrrs given- 
the easurance, 6rm as ,a rock, that in it the covenant-people 
muld not perish. This revival took place in this way, that  
in the mind of the Prophet, the Messianic hope was, by the 
Holy Spirit, rekindled, so that at his light all might kindle 
their lights. The Meaeianic idea here meets us in such origi- 
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nality and freshnew, as if here were its real fountain head. 
I?le faith already existing is only the foundation, only the 
point of comexion. What is emnt id  is the new revelation 
of the old truth, and that could not hil to be affecting, over- 
powering to susceptible minds. 

2. " The ground of consolation is too general. The Measiah 
might be born from the Eamily of Ahaz without the Jewish 
state being preserved in ita then existing condition, and with- 
out Abaz continuing on the throne. The Babyionish capti- 
vity intervened, and yet Messiah was to be born. Isaiah would 
thus have made himself guilty of a, fake sophistid argumen- 
'tation"-We answer : What they, at that time, fared, was 
the total destruction of state and people. This appears ~uffi- 
ciently from the circumstance that the prdphet takes his son 
Shearjaslmb with him ; and indeed the intentions of the enemy 
in this reapect are expressed with sufficient clearness in ver. 6. 
It is this extreme of fear which the Prophet here first opposes. 
Just  as, according to the preceding verses, he met the fear of 
entire destruction by taking with him his son Shearjashub, 
" the remnant will be converted," without thereby excluding 
a temporary carrying away, so he there also prepares the mind 
for the announcement contained in vers. 15, 16, of the near 
deliverance from the present danger, by first representing the 
fear of an entire destruction to be unfounded. A people, more- 
over, to whom, at some future period, although i t  may be a t  a 
very remote future, a divine SaVioPLr is to be sent, must, in 
the present dm, be under special divine protection. They may 
be visited by severe sufferings, they may be brought to the 
very verge of destruction,-whether that shall be tlie wee the 
Propbet does not, as yet, decla,re,-but one thing is sure, that 
h them dl things must work together for good ; and that i~ 
the main point. He who is convinced of this, may calmly and 
quietly look at the course of events. 

3. "The sense in which niN is elsewhere used in Scripture, 
is altogether disregarded by this interpretation. For, nccord- 
ing to  it, n w  would refer to a future event ; but according to 
the PLBUB EOQuendi elsewhere observed, nru " is a prophesied 
secc~nd event, the earlier fulfilment of which is to afford a sure 
guarantee for the fulfilment of the first, which is really the 
pint at issue." But, in opposition to this, i t  is sufficient to 
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refer to Exod. iii 12, where Moms receivea this es a sign of 
his Divine mission, and of the deliverance of the people to be 
effeded by him : " When thou d& brought forth my people 
out of Egypt, ye shall sene Qod upon this mountain" In 
chap. xxxvii. 30, our Prophet himself, aa a c o n h a t i o n  of the 
word spoken in reference to the king of Asshur : " I make thee 
return by the way by which thou carnest," givea this sign, that, 
in the third year after this, agriculture should already have alto- 
gether returned into its old tracks, and the cultivation of the 
country should have been altogether restored.' The fact here 
given aa e sign is later than that which is to be thereby made 
sure. The sign coneiste only in this, that the idea is vividly 
called up and realized in the mind, that the land would recover 
from the destruction ; and this of course, implies the destmc- 
tion of the enemy. But in our chaptar itself,-the name of 
Dhewjashub &'or& the example of a sign (comp. chap. vii. 1 8), 
which is taken &om the territory of the distant future. It is 
true that m m l y  nt# is not used of future things ; but this 
has its reason not in the idea of nt#, but solely in the circum- 
stance that, ordinarily, the future cannot aerve aa a sign of 
assurance. But it is quite obvious that, in the present cam, 
the Megskic announcement could afford such a sign, and that 
in a far higher degree than the future facts given 88 signs in  
Exod iu, and Isa. sxxvii The kingdom of glory which has 
been promised to us, forms to us alm a sure pledge that in all 
the d i s t ~ e a  of the Church, the Lord will not withhold His 
help from her. But the Covenant+eople stood in the Bame 
relation to the first appearance of Christ, as we do to the second. 

(4.) " The passage, chap. viii 3, 4, presents the most marked 
resemblance to the one before us. If there the Meesianic ex- 
planation be decidedly indmisaible, it must be so hme also. 
The name and birth of a child ~~erves, there as here, for a sign 
of the deliverance from the Syrian dominion. If then thew 
the mother of the child be the wife of the Prophet, and the 
child a eon of his, the same must be the case here. ho." B u t  
it is a pimi improbable that the Prophet should have g iven  

1 By a minuta and trifling exposition of what is to be und* as a 
whole, and comprehensively, man miaundemtandinga have been introduced 
into ~ pvga  he defeat of L n r  h o u ~  u ~ o  p ~ o a  very won, but the 
devastat.ion of the country had been ao complete that a longer time would be 
required before the fields would be again completely oultivated. 
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b two of his eona namea which had reference to the same 
event To t11k must be added the circumstance, that the time 
ti W i n g  for the birth of two sons of the h p h e t  Before 
Immanuel knows to refuse the evil end choose the good, the 
country of both the hostile kinga shall be desolated, chap. vii. 
I5 ; before Wersha la lbhbaz  knows to cry My Father, My 
Mother, the riches of Damascue and the spoil of Samaria &dl 
be carried before the king of Assyria, chap. viii. 4. The two 
births hence coincide. At all events, it is impoeaible to find 
the time for s double birth by the eame mother. Several in- 
terpreters (Qeeenius, Hit+, Hendswerk,) =me the identity 
of Immanuel and Mahershddhashbaz ; but this is altogether 
inadmissible, even h m  the differenceof the names. I t  is the 
levl admissible to assume a double name for the child, as the 
name Sheajaahub plainly enough shews that the Prophet was 
in earneat with the namea of his children ; and indeed, unlw 
they had been real proper names, there would have existed no 
reaeon at all for giving them to them. To have aesigned 
several names to one child would have weakened their power. 
The agreement must, therefore, rather be explained from the 
circumstance, that it was by the announcement in chap. vii 
I4 that the Prophet waa induced to the symbolical action in 
chap. viii. 3, 4. He hw, in chap. vii 14, given to the de- 
spairing people the birth of a child, who would bring the 
higheet salvation for Israel, aa a pledge of theirkleliverance. 
The birth of a child and its name were then required m an 
actual prophecy of help in the present distxws,-a help which 
waa to be granted with a view to that Child, who not only 
indicates, but grants deliverance from all distresses, and to 
whom the Prophet reverts in chap. k, and even already in 
chap. viii #-Moreover, beeides the agreement there is found 
a thomugh difference. In  chap. vii the mother of the child 
is called m5ft;l, whereby a virgin only can be designated ; in 
chap. viii, " the prophetess." In chap. vii there is not even 
the slightest allusion to the Prophet's being the kther; while 
in chap. viii this circumstance is expressly and emphaticdly 
pointed out. In chap. vii. i t  is the mother who givea the 
Mme to the child ; in chap. viii. it is the Prophet. Far closer 
is the agreement of chap. ix. 5 (6) with chap, vii. 14. It 
especially appeare in the circumstances that in neither of them 
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i~ the father of the child designated ; and, h the r ,  in the cor- 
rmpondence of Immanuel with n s  k, God-Hero. 

(5.)  6 6  Against the Meesianic explanation, and in Eavour of 
that of a son of the Prophet, is the passage chap. viii 18, where 
the Prophet says that his sons have been given to him for signs 
and wonders in IsraeL" But although Immanuel be e m  
neously reckoned among the eons of the Prophet, there still 
remain Sheajashub and Mahershalalhashk The latter name 
refers, in tlte fird i n e t a m  only, to Aram and Ephraim ape- 
cially; or the general truth which it declarea is applied to this 
relation only. $ut, just as the name Shemjsshub announces 
new ealvation to the prostrate p q b  of God, so the second 
name announces near destruction to the triumphing world 
hostile to God; so that both the namee supplement one 
another. As aiqne, these two sons of the Prophet pointed to 
the future deliverance and salpation of Israel, and the defeat 
of the world ; and the very circumstance that they did so when, 
l~umanly viewed, all seemed to be lost, was a subject for won- 
der. But that we can in no m e  make Immanuel a third son 
of the Prophet, we have already proved. 

Ver. i 5. C T ~  a d  honey eha22 he eat, wlwn he k m  to 
r e f w  the evil a d  chooee the good Ver. 16. For before tk.e 
boy clhdl know to re@ t l ~  eviC and chooee the good, the country 
d u l l  be formken of the two kinp of which thou standeat in awe. 

The older Messianic explanation baa, in these two verees, 
exposed itself to the charge of being quite arbitrary. Most of 
the interpreters w u m e  that, in ver. 15, the true humanity of 
the Saviour is announced. The name I~nmanuel is intended 
to indicate the divine nature ; the eating of milk and honey 
the human nature. Milk and honey are in this case consi- 
dered as the ordinary food for babes ; like other children, H e  
shall grow up, and, like them, gradually develope. Thus Je- 
~ o m e  says : "I shall mention another feature still more won- 
derful : That you may not believe that he will be born a 
phanntasm, He will w the food of infanta, wiU eat butter and 
milk." Calvin says : " In order that here we may not think 
of some spectre, the Prophet states signs of humanity from 
which he proves that Chist, indeed put on our flesh." I n  
the same manner 1~max.u~ Chrymdmn, Basil, and, in our cen- 
tury, Kleul;er and h n m Q U e r  speak-But this explanetion 
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is altogether overthrown by ver. 1 6. Moat interpetem assume, 
in the latter verse, a change of subject ; by VJ, not Immanuel, 
but Shearjashub, who accompanied the Prophet, is to be un- 
derstood According to others, i t  is not any definite boy who 
is designated by v;  but it is said in general, that the devas- 
tation of the hostile country would take place in a still shorter 
time than that which elapses between the birth of a boy and 
his development Such is Calz&n'8 view. But the supposi- 
tion of a change of subject is altogether excluded, even by the 
circumstance that one and the same quality, the distinction 
between good and evil, is in both verses ascribed to the sub- 
ject. Others, like J. H. biichaelis, refer ver. 16 also to the 
M d ,  and seek to get out of the difficulty by a jam dudurn.. 
It is not worth while to enter more particularly upon these 
productions of awkward embamment. All that is required 
k, tc) remove the stone of offence which has caused these inter- 
preters to stumble. Towards this a good beginning haa been 
made by Vitringa, without, however, completely attaining the 
object. In ver. 14, the Prophet has seen the birth of the 
Messiah aa present. Holding faat this idea, and expanding it, 
the Prophet makea him who has been born accompany the 
people through dl the stages of ita existence. We have here 
an W anticipation of the real i ncc~mt i rm,  the right of 
which lies in the circumstance, that all bleesings and deliver- 
a~ces which, before Christ, were bestowed upon the covenant 
people, had their root in His future birth, and the cause of 
which wm given in the circumstance, that the covenant-people 
had entered upon the moment of their great crisis, of their 
conflict with the world's powers, which could not but a d d m  
a d to invest the comforting thought with, as i t  were, flesh 
and blood, and in this manner to pla& it into the midst of 
t,he popular life. What the Prophet means, and intends to 
.9ay here is thie, tha;t, in  the %pace of uboui! a tv~eivemonth, the 
oarthmw of the hoetile kingdome would already have taken 
p& As the representative of the cotempomries, he bringa 
brward the wonderful child who, as i t  were, formed the soul 
of the popular life. At tha time when this child know8 to dk-  
tinpi& between good and bad food, henee, after the spclce oj 
ahmi a twelvemonth, he wiU not have any m t  of nobler food, 
vel: 15, for before he hat entered u p  this atage, the land of 
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the two hoetile king8 ehaU be deeolata Ln the subeequent 
prophecy, the same wonderful child, grown up into a warlike 
hero, brings the deliverance from Aashur, and the world's power 
repreeented by it-We have still to consider and discues the 
particdam W h d  6 ie by th.e eating of c r m  and 
.honey? The erroneous answer to this question, which has 
become current ever since Oeseniw, has put everything into 
confusion, end h a  misled expositore such ae Hitzig end M w  
to cut the knd ,  by 888erting that ver. 15 is apurioue. Cresm 
and honey ca.n come into considemtion aa the noblest food 
only ; the eating of them can indicate only a condition of 
p h t y  and proqcrity. " A land flowing with milk and honey" 
is, in the books of M o w ,  a W d i n g  expresion for designating 
the rich fulnese of noble food which the Holy Land offers. 
A land which flows with milk and honey is, &~~~rd'ing to 
Numb. xiv. 7, 8, a " very good land." The creum is, ae it 
were, a gradation of milk Considering the predilection for 
fat m d  sweet food which we pemive everywhere in the Old 
Testament, there can scarcely be anything better than crsam 
and honey ; and it is certainly not spoken in acco&nce with 
Iaraelitish taste, if Hofmnlt (W&, i S. 227) thus para- 
phrases the sense : " It ie not because he doea not know what 
tastee well and better (cream and honey thw the evil !), that 
he will live upon the food which an uncultivated land can 
dord,  but because there is none other." In  Deut. xxxii, 13, 
14, cream and honey appear among the noblest products of 
the Holy Land Abraham places cream before his heavenly 
gu&, Gen. xviii. 8. The plenty in honey and cream a p p m  
in Job xx 7, as a characteristic sign of the divine blessing of 
which the wicked clre deprived. It is solely and exclusively 
vem. 21 and 22 that are referred to for eskblishing the erro- 
neous interpretakion. It is asserted that, according to thme 
verses, the eating of milk and honey must be consided as an 
evil, as the nad consequence of a general devaetation of the 
land. But there are grave objections to any attempt at ees- 
plaining a p d i n g  from a subsequent p q  ; the opposite 
mode of proceeding is the right one. It is altogether wrong, 
however, to suppow that vers. 21, 22, con* a threatening. 
In  those verees the Frophet, on the contmxy, allown, as is usual 
with him, a my  of light to Ul upon the dark picture of the 



oelamity which t h r e a t e ~ ~  from h h u r  ; and it wuld, indeed, 
a p r i h ,  be scrvoely imagined that the threatening should not 
be i n h p t e d ,  at  least by such a gentle allusion to the salva.- 
tion to be beatowed upon them &r the mieer y (comp. in refer- 
ence to a gimilar sudden breaking through of the proclamation 
of dvation in Hosea, Vol. I., p. 176, aod the remarks on 
Mid ii 12, 13) ; but then he returns to the threatening, 
becsum it ww, in the meantime, his principal vocation to utter 
it, and thereby to de~troy the fooli~h illusions of the Qod-forget- 
ting king. It is in the subeequent prophecy only, chap viii 1 ; 
ix 6 (7) that that which is alluded to in vem 2 1, 22 is car- 
ried out The little which hes been left-this is the ae- 
the Lord will bless eo abundmtly, that those who are spared 
in the divine judgment will enjoy a rich abundance of divine 
bl* P d e l  ia the uttemnce of Isaiah in 2 ginge xix 
30 : " And the escaped of the house of Judah, that which haa 
been left, tggeth root downward, and beareth h i t  u p w d -  
If thne the eating of cream and honey be rightly undemtood, 
there ie no Earther necessity for explaining, in opposition to 
the dea  of grammar, u& by " (only) until he knows" (comp. 
against thie interpretation Drecheler'~ C m n t ) .  uun$ can 
only meen : " belonging to his knowledge, ie., when he knows. 
Good and evil are, as early aa Deut. i 39 : "Your sou who 
Way do not know good and evil," used more in a physical 
tban in a m o d  sense. Michaelb : " r m m  m~~ iu rn  iqw1.i." 
The parallel expression, " not to be able to discern between 
the right hand and the left hand," in Jonah iv. 11 (Michaeiie : 
" dimreti0 & h i e  et judkii, u.t u t n t  utra m n w  eit dextra 
ad einiatca) likewise losee sight of the moral eense. But 
good and evil are very decidedly used in a physical sense in 
2 Sam xix. 36 (35), where Bardai says : " I run this day 
foumre years old, can I discern between good and evil, or 
has thy eervant a taate of what I eat or drink, or do I hear 
any more the voice of singing men or singing women 1" The 
eonnedion with the eating of cream and honey, by which the 
good and evil ie qualified, clearly proves that good and evil 
are, in our pawage, need in a similar sense. To the eame 
rmlt we are led by the circumstance also, that the evil pre- 
&, which must so much the rather have a meaning, that 
nowhere else ie thie the cccee with this phrase. The evil, the 



5% MESSIANIC PREDICTIONS IN THE PROPHETS. 

bad food in the time of war, precedea ; the good follows after 
it: Cream and honey, the go@, he will eat when he knows 
to refuse the evil and choose the good, ie . ,  when he is beyond 
the time where ho does not yet know to make any gat dif- 
ference between the food, and in which, therefore, the evil, the 
bad food, is felt aa an evil If the good and the evil be un- 
derstood in a physical sense, then, in harmony with chap. viii 
4, we must think of the period of about one year. Moral 
consciou~ness develops much later than s e n s d  liking and 
disliking.-!he construction of DW and in2 with 2 points to 
the affcction which accompanies the action.-+a in ver. 16 
suits very well, according to tqhe view which we have taken. 
in its ordinary signification, " for." The full enjoyment of 
the good things of the land will return in the period of about 
twelve montha (in chap. xxxvii. 30 a, longer term is fixed, be- 
cause the Assyrim desolation wee much p t e r  than the Ara- 
mean) ; far, even before the yeax has expired, devastation shall 
be inflicted upon the land of the enemies. nmun comprehends 
at the same time the Syrian and E p W t i s h  land. 

From ver. 17-25 the Prophet deacribea how the Beayriana, 
the object of the hope of the house of David, and also the 
Egyptian attracted by them, who, however, occupy a position 
altogether subo&te, shall fill the lend, and change it into a 
wilderness. The fundamental thought, ever true, is this : He 
who, instead of seeking help from his Qod, seeks i t  from the  
world, is ruined by the world. Tbia truth, which, through the  
f d t  of Ah=, did not gain any eaving influence, obtained a n  
ace- one ; i t  stood there aa an incontrovertible testimony 
that it was not the Lord who had forsaken His people, b u t  
that they had forsaken themselvea It was a nemsmy condi- 
tion of the blessed influence of the impending calamity that  
such a testimony should exist ; without it, the adamity would 
not have led to repentance, but to despair and defianm- 
From the circumstance that in ver. 17, which contains t h e  
outlines of the whole, upon the words : " The Lord shad bring 
upon thee and thy people," there follow still the words : " And 
upon thy Eather's houae," it appam that the fulfilment must  
not be sought for in the time of Ah= only. In the t e e  of 
Ah=, the beginning only of the calamities here indicated can 
accordingly be sought for,-the g e m  from which all that fol- 
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lowed was afterwards developed. Nor shall we be dowed t6 
limit ourselves to that which Judah suffered fiom the h a y -  
rims, commonly so called. It is significant that, in 2 Kings 
rsiii 29, Nebuchdnezzar ia d e d  King of bsahur. Asshur, 
as the h t  representative of the world's power, represents the 
world's power in general. 

We have still to submit to an examination those explana- 
tions of vers 14-1 6 which differ, in essential points, from that 
which we have given. Difference of opinion-the character- 
istic sign of error-meeta us here, and that in a very atriking '. 
manner, in those who oppose the convictions of the whole 
Christian Church. 

1. Ro~mi i l l e1 '  expressed hia adherence to the Messianic ex- 
planation, but  upp posed that the Prophet was of opinion that 
the Measiah would be born in his time. Even Bruno Bauer 
(C,ritik der Synopt. i. S. 1 9) could not resist the impremion 
that Immanuel could be none other than the Messiah. But 
he, too, io of opinion that Iaaiah expected a Meesiah, who was 
to be boin at once, and to become the "deliverer from the col- 
lision of that time." This view has been expanded especially 
by Ewuld. "Fctlse," so he mys, " i~ every interpretation which 
does not see that the Prophet is here speaking of the Messiah 
tr) be born, and hence of Him to whom the land really belongs, 
and in thinking of whom the Prophet's heart beats with joy- 
ful hope, chap. viii. 8, ix. 5, 6 (6, '7)" But not being able to 
realize that which can be seen only by faith--+ territory, in 
general, very inaccessible to modern exposition of Scripture 
-he, in ver. I 4, puts in the real Present instead of the u h l ,  
and thinks that the Prophet imagined that t.he conception and 
birth of the Memiah would take p h  at once. By il&y he 
understands, like ourselves, a virgin; but such an o!le as ia so 
at the present moment only, but will soon aftemads cease to 
be so;--and in supposing this, he overlooks the fact tbat the 
virgin is introduced a ~ 1  being h d y  with child, and that 
b t  bearing appears aa present. In  ver. I 5, the time when 
the boy knows &c., is, wording to him, the maturer juvenile 
a 3  from ten to twenty y m .  It is during this tbat the de- 
vatstion of the land by the Assyriens ie to take place, of which 



the Prophet tmts more in detail afterwasde in ver. 17. f& But 
opposed to this view is the circumstance that, even before the 
boy entera upon this maturer age (ver. 16), hence in a few 
yeam after this, the allied Damascus and Ephraim shall be d e  
solated ; so little are theee two k i i  able to conquer J e d e m ,  
and so certain is it that a divine deliverance is in store for this 
country in the immediate future. And, in every point of view, 
this explanation show8 itself to be untenable. The supposition 
that a real Resent is spoken of in ver. 1 4 saddles upon the Pro- 
phet m abeurd hducimtion; and nothing d o g o u s  to it can be 
referred to in the whole of the Old Testament. According to 
statements of the Prophet in other passages, he seea yet many 
things intervening between the Messianic time and his own ; 
according to chap. vi 1 1-1 3, not only the entire carrying away 
of the whole people, (and he cannot well consider the Aeevrirrnfi 
aa the instruments of it, were i t  only for this reason, that he is 
always consistent in the announcement that they should not 
succeed in the capture of Jerusalem), but a h  a leter m n d  
divine judgment. According to chap. xi, the Messiah is to grow 
up as a twig from the stem of Jesse' completely cut down 
This supposition of His appearance, the complete decay of the 
Davidic dynesty, did not in my way exist in the time of the 
Prophet. According to chap. xxxix, and other passegee, the 
Prophet recogniaed in Babylon the appearance of a new phase 
of the world's power which would, at some future period, follow 
the s t e p  of the Assyrian power which existed at the time of 
the Prophet, and which should execute upon Judah the judg- 
ment of the Lord. We pointed out (VoL I. p. 4 17 ff.) that in 
the Prophet Micah also, the contemporary of Irdah, there lies 
a long series of eventa between the Present and the time when 
she who is bearing brings forth. E:&-In harmony with 
all other h p h e t a ,  lsaiah too looks for the Maseiah from the 
house of David, with which, by the promise of Nathan in 2 
Sam. vii salvation wae indissolubly connected, and the high im- 
portance of which for the weal and woe of the people appears 
ale0 from the circumetance of its being aeveral timea mentioned 
in our chapter. Hence it would be a son of Ahaz only of whom 
we could here think; and then we should be shut up to Heze- 
kiah, his firstrborn. But in that case there arim the diffi- 
culty which Luther already brought forward against the Jews : 



"The J e w ~  understand thereby Hezekiah But the blind 
people, while anxious to remedy their error, themselves manifeet 
their laziness and ignorance; for Hezekiah was born nine yeara 
before this prophecy was uttered!'-"The eating of cream and 
honey" is, in this explanation, altogether erroneously under- 
stood as a designation of the devastated condition of the land 
Prom our remarks, it sufficiently appeass that the expression 
"to refum the evil))) h, cannot denote the maturer juvenile 
age. And many additional points might, in like manner, be 
u"ged 

2. Several interpreters do not indeed deny the reference to . 
tbe Messiah, but &ppose that, in the$rd im&maJ the h p h e t  
had in view some occurrence of his own time. They assume 
that the Prophet, while epesking of a boy of his own time, 
makea use, under the guidance of divine providence, of exprea- 
sions, which apply more to Christ, and can, in en improper and 
inferior 6eme only, be true of this boy. This opinion was ad- 
vanced as early 89 in the time of Jerome, by some anonymous 
author who, on that aaount, is severely censured by him: 
"Some Judsizer from among us asserh that the Fhphet had 
two sons, Shearjashub and Immanuel Immnuel too was, ac- 
cording to him,-born by the p ropheh ,  the wife of the Pro- 
phet, and a type of the Saviour, o w  Lord; so that the former 
son Shearjaehub (which means 'remnant,' or 'converting') de- 
*tea the Jewish people that have been left and afterwards 
converted; while the second eon Immmuel, 'with us is Cfod,' 
gignifiee the calling of the hntilee after the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us." This explanation was defended by, 
among others Omtiw, Richard Simon, and C h ;  and 
then, in o w  century, by Olehamelt, who says : "The unity of 
the reference lies in the name Immanuel; the son of leaiah had 
the .name but Christ the eeeem. He was the visible God whom 
the former only represented." I n  a modified form, this view is 
held by L d ,  Koppe, and wnt Meyer, &o. According to them, 
the Prophet is indeed not mpposed to speak of a definite boy 
who was to be born in his time, but yet, to connect the des- 
tinies of his land with the name and destinies of a boy whose 
conception he, at the moment, imagines to be possible. "The 
mod, obvious m m h g  which would present itself to Ahaz," 
aye wn Meyer, "wee this: If now a girl was to marry, to be- 
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come pregnant, and to bear a child, she may call him 'God 
with us,' for God will be with us at his time." But tho 'pro- 
phecy is, after all, to have an ultimate reference to Christ. "The 
prophecy," aays Lowth, "is introduced in so solemn a manner; 
the sign, after Ahaz had refused the call to fix upon any thing 
from the whole territory of nature, according to his own choice, 
is so emphatically declared to be one selected and given by 
God himself; the terms of the prophecy are so unique in their 
kind; and the name of the child is so expressive; they comprc+ 
hend in them so much more than the circumstances of the birth 
of an ordinary child require, or could even permit, that we 
may easily suppose, that in minds, which were alwdy pre- 
pared by the expectation of a great Saviour who was to come 
fodh from the h o w  of David, they excited hopes which 
stretched farther than any with which the preaent cause could 
inspire them, eepecially if it was found that in the succeeding 
prophecy, published immediately &mads, this child was, 
under the name of Immanuel, treated as the Lord and Prince 
of the land of Judah. Who else could t h i ~  be than the heir 
of the throne of David, under which character a great, and 
even divine person had been promi~ed 1" The reasons for the 
Messianic explanation am very well exhibited in these words 
of Lowth; but he, as little ae m y  other of these interpreters, 
has been able to vindicate the assumption of a, h b l e  =me. 
When more closely examined, the supposition is a mere make- 
shift. On the one hand, they could not make up their minds 
to give up the Mecrsianic explanation, and, dong ,with it, the 
authority of the Apostle Matthew. But, on the other hand, 
they were puzzled by the eanctum artiJicium by which the 
Prophet, or rather the Holy Spirit speaking through him, re- 
presenta Christ as being born even before His birth, places 
Him in the midst of the life of the people, and m&ea Him 
accompany the nation through all the stages of ita existence. 
111 truth, if the real, or even the neareat fulfilment is sought 
for in the time of Ahaz, there is no reason whatever for s u p  
posing a higher reference to Christ. The n& is then one who 
was a virgin, who had nothing in common with the mother 
of Jesus, Mary, who remained a virgin even after her preg- 
nancy. The name Immanuel then refers to the help which 
God is to &ord in the present distress. 



3. Many interpreters deny every reference to Christ. This 
interpretation remRined for a long time the exclusive property 
of the Jewq until J. E. Fuber (in his remarks on Hamzar'8 
observations on the East, i. S. 281) tried to transplant it into 
the Christian soil.' He-waa followed by the Roman Catholic, 
Imbiehl ( X e w  Fermch iiber die Weieeagwng vom Immu~~wl ,  
1778) who, in consequence of it, was deposed from his theo- 
logical pmfeamrship, and thrown into gaol The principal 
tenets of his work he had borrowed from the lectures of J. D. 
diichael,ie. In their views about the Almuh, who is to  bear 
Imrnanuel, thew interpreters are very much at vaxiance. 
(a) The more ancient Jewe maintained that the Alrnah waa 

the wife of Ahaz, and Immmuel, his son Hezekiah. Ac- 
cording to the Diabg. c. Tryph. 66, 68, 7 1 ,  77, thh view 
prevailed among them aa early a the time of Jwt in .  
But they were refuted by Jerome, who ehowed that Hex- 
kiah must, a t  that time, have already been at least nine 
years old. Kimhi and Ahurbanel then resorted to the 
hypothesis of a second wife of A h a  

(b) According to the view of others, the A l m h  is some vir- 
gin who cannot be definitely determined by us, who was 
present at the place where the king and Isaiah were speak- 
ing to one another, and to whom the Prophet points with 
hie finger. This view waa held by Isenbkhl, Steudel (in a 
Programme, Tiibingen, 1 8 1 5), and others. 

(c) According to the view of others, the Alrruth is not a real 
but only an idea4 virgin. Thus J. D. Miclutelk: "At the 
time when one, who at this moment is still a virgin, can 
bear,'' &c E i c h ,  P u u b ,  Staiheli~t, and others. The 
sign is thua made to consist in a mere poetical figure. 

(d) A composition of the two views last mentioned is the view 
of Umbreit. The virgin is, according to him, an actual 
virgin whom the Prophet perceived among those sur- 
mundmg him; but the pregnancy and birth are imaginary 

P-niua mentions Pellicanu~ aa the tirat defender of the Non-Memianic 
interpretation. But this statement seems to have proceeded from a cur- 
mrp view of an annotation by Cyamer on Richard Simon's Kritische Sehriflen 
i. Y. 441, where the words: "this hiitorid interpretation Pellieanus too 
has preferred," do not refer to Iaaiah but to Daniel. Nor is there any more 
gwund for the intimation that Theodorur a Mopueeta rejected the Memuc 
interpretation. 
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' merely, and the virgin is to suggest to the Prophet the 
idea of pregnancy. But thie explanation would saddle 
the Prophet with something indecent. Pa&: It is riot 
a birth powible which is spoken of, but an actual birth. 
From chap. viii 8, it likewise appears that Immanuel is 
a real individual, and He one of eminent dignity; and 
this p q  is thus at once in strict opposition to both of 
the explanations, viz. that of any ordinary virgin, and that 
of the ideal virgin. It destroys also 

(e) The explanation of Meier, who by the virgin understands 
the people of Judah, and conceives of the pregnancy and 
birth likewise in a poetical manner. The fad, the ac- 
knowledgment of which has led Meier to get up this hy- 
pothesis, altogether unfounded, and undeserving of any 
minute refutation, is this: "The rnother is, in thelxceeage 
before ue, called a virgin, and yd .ie dcgignated ae being 
with child. The words, when understood physically and 
outwardly, contain a contradictionn But this fact is m 
ther in favour of the Messianic explanation. 

(f) Others, farther, conjecture that the wife of the Prophet ie 
meant by the 81d.  This view was advanced as early 
as by Abmezra and Jarchi. By the authority of Gee 
n h ,  this view became, for a time, the prevailing one. 
Against it, the following ar@;umenta are decisive; part of 
them being opposed to the other conjectures h o .  Aa 
noh designates "virgin" only, and never a young woman, 
and, far less, an older woman, i t  is quite impossible that 
the wife of the Prophet, the mother of Shearjashub could be 
so designated, inaamuch as the latter was already old 
enough to be able to accompany his father. Ge8cniu8 
could not avoid acknowledging the weight of this argu- 
ment, and declared himself disposed to aasume that the 

. Prophet's former wife had died, and that he had thereupon 
betrothed himself to a virgin. O l e h a m ,  M m w ,  H a -  
daverk, and others, have followed him in thia But this 
is a  to y entirely without foundation. In  chap. viii. 1 3, 
the wife of the Prophet is called simply "the prophdt . ."  
Nor could one well see how the Prophet could expect to 
be understood, if, by the general expression : "the virginn 
he wished to signify his presumptive betrothed. There 
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ie an d i ~ e  a b e m  of every intimation whateoever of a 
nearer &ion of the A W  to the Pmphet; and such an 
intimation could not by any means be wanting if such a re- 
lation really existed. One would, in that caee at  leaat, be 
obliged to suppose, as PI- doea, that the Prophet took 
his betrothed with him, and pointed to her with his 
-r,--a supposition which too plainly exhibits the sign 
of embarrassment, just aa is the case with the remark of 
HGndeuterk: "Only that, in that case, we must also s u p  
pee that his second wife was sufficiently known at  court 
even then, when she was his betrothed only, although her 
relation to Isaiah might be unknown; so that, for this 
very reason, we could not think of a frustration of the 
sign on the part of the king." Hitzig remarks: "The s u p  
position of a former wife of the Prophet is altogether des- 
titute of any foundation." He then, however, falls back 
upon the hypothesis which Ger~eniua himself admitten to 
be untenable, that  no!^^, "virgin" might not only denote a 
young woman, but sometinles also an older woman. Not 
even the semblance of a proof can be advanced in support 
of this. It is just the juvenile age which forms the fun& 
mental signification of the word. In the wife of the Pro- 
phet we can the less think of such a juvenile age, that he 
himself had already exercised his prophetic office for about 
twenty yearn. Hitzig has indeed altogether declined to 
lead any such proof. A son of the Prophet, as, in gene- 
ral, every subject except the Messiah, is excluded by the 
circumstance that in chap viii 8, Canaan is d d  the land 
of ImmanueL-Farther,-In all these suppositions, mac is 
understood in an inadmkible aignifiation I t  can here 
denote a fact only, whereby those who were really suscep- 
tible were made decidedly certain of the impending deliver- 
ance. This appears clearly enough fiom the relation of 
tbis sign to that which A h a  had before refused, accord- 
ing to whkh the difference must not be too great, and 
must not refer to the substance. To t h b  may be added 
the solemn tone which inducea us to expect something 
grand and important A mere poetical image, such arc' 
would be before ua according to the hypothesis of the 
ideal virgin, or of the 4 virgin and the ideal birth, does 

VOL IL e 



MESSIANIC! PREDICTIONS IN THE P B o P H ~ .  
-1 

surely not come up to the demand which in this context 
must be made in reference to this sign. And if the Pro- 
phet had announced so solemnly, and in words so sublime, 
the birth of I& mu child, he would have made himself 
ridiculous. Farther,-How then did the Prophet know 
that after nine  month^ a child would be born to him, or, 
if the preguancy be considered as having already com- 
menced, how did he know that just a rn would be born 
to him? That is a question to wliich mmt of theee 
Rationalistic interpretera take good am not to give any 
reply. Pliisclih, indeed, is of opinion that, upon a bold 
conjecture, the Prophet had ventured this statement But 
in that case i t  might easily have fared with him aa in  
that well known story in W o r n ,  (Ebmmengm, d d e c k -  
fa Judenthum ii S 664 iT), and his whole authority 
would have been forfeited if his conjecture had proved 
false. And this argument holds true in reference to 
those also who do not share in the Rationalistic view of 
Propbetkm. Predictions of such a kind may belong to 
the territory of foretelling, but not to that of Prophecy. 

T H E  P R O P H E C Y ,  C H A P .  VIII.  23-IX, 6. 

(Chap. ix. 1-7.) 

UNTO US A CHILD IS B06U'. 

In the view of the Assyrian catastrophe, the Prophet is 
anfiow to bring i t  home to the consciences of the people 
that, by their owl1 guilt, they have brought down upon them- 
selves this calamity, and, a t  the same time, to prevent then1 
from despairing. Hence i t  is that, soon after the prophecy 
in chap. vii, he reverts once more to the subject of it. The 
circumstances in chap. viii 1-ix. G (7) are identical with 
those in chap. vii. Judah is hard preased by Ephmim and 
h, Still, some time will elapse before tbe destruction of 
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their territories The term in chap. vii. 1 6  : "Before the boy 
shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good," and in 
chap. viii 4: " Before the boy shall know to cry, My fat,her 
and my mother," is quite the =me. This is the less to be 
doubted when it is kept in mind that, in the former passage, 
e v i l  and good must be taken in e physical sense. The sense 
for the difference of food is, in a child, developed a t  nearly 
the same time as the a.bility for speaking. If i t  had not been 
the intention of the Prophet to designate one and the same 
period, he ought to have jxed  ?nore dist.h,ctly the limb be- 
tmm the two termini. It might, indeed, from chap. viii. 3, 
appear as if a t  least the nine months must intervene between 
the two prophecies of the conception of the son of the Prophet, 
and his hirth. As, howevel; i t  cannot be denied that there is 
a connection between the giving of the name, and the drawing 
up of the document in vers. 1 and 2, we should be obliged to 
suppose that, in reference to the first two futures with Vav 
conws. the same rule applies as in reference to 1~1, in Gen. 
ii 19. The progress lies b t  in i+nr ; the event fading into 
that time is the birth. 

Chap. viii. l-ix. 6 (7), forms the necessary supplement to 
chap. vii ,  the germ of which is contained already in chap. v i i  
31, 24. The Prophet saw, by the light of the Spirit of God, 
that the fear of Aram and Ephraim was unfounded; the 
enemy truly dangerous is Bsahur, i.e., the whole world$ power 
first wpeeented by Asshur. For the King 'of Asshur is, so 
to say, an ideal person to the Prophet. The different phases 
of the world's powers are intimated aa w l y  as chap. viii 9, 
where the Prophet addrewes the " nations," and " all the far- 
off countries;" and, at a later period, he received disclosures 
regarding all the single phases of the world's power which 
beom its course with Asshur. With this the Prophet had only 
threatened in chap. vii.; here, however, he is pre-eminently 
employed with it, exluJrt,ing, cmforting, prmi&ng,  so that 
thus the two sections form one whole in two divisions. H,ia 
n u i n  objed is to induce his people, in the impending crppru- 
crion by the world's power, to direct their eyes steadily to their 
hmerdy Red,eemer, who, in due time, will bring peace i.rc 
dmd of strife, salzation a n d  prosperity hatead of misery, 
hin ion  instead of olypre8hn. As in chap. vii 14, the 
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picture of Immanuel i~ placed before the eyes of the people 
desponding on m u n t  of Aram and Ephraim, so hem the 
care, anxiety, and fear in the view of Asshur are overcome 
by pointing to the declaration : " Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given" It is of p t  importance for the 
right undemtanding of the Messianic announcement in chap. 
viii 23, ix. 6, that the historical circumstances of the whole 
d o n ,  and ita tendency be clearly understood. As, in gene- 
ral, the Messianic announcement under the Old Testament 
beam a one-sided chamter, so, for the pramt ocamh,  those 
aspects only of the picture of the Saviour were required which 
were fitted effectually to meet the despondency of the people 
in the view, and under the pressure of the world's power. 

After these preliminary remarks, we must enter still more 
in detail upon the arrasgement and con~truction of the section 
before us. 

The Prophet receives, h t ,  the commission to write down, 
like a judicial document, the announcement of the speedy 
destruction of the present enemies, and to get it confirmed by 
trust-worthy witnesses, chap. viii. 1, 2. He then, farther, re- 
ceivea the commission to give, to a son that would be born to 
him about the same time, a name expressive of the speedy 
destruction of the enemies, vers. 3, 4. Thus far the announce- 
ment of the deliverance from h and Ephraim. There 
then follows, h m  Vera 5-8, an announcement of the misery 
which is to be idicted by Aeshur, of whom Ahaz and the 
unbelieving portion of the people expected nothing but de- 
liverance. Up to thie, there G a r e c a ~ h t h  only, and a 
c o n f i r n t h  of chap. vii. But t.his misery is not to last for 
ever, is not to end in destruction. In vers. 9, 10, the Prophet 
addresses exultingly the hostile nations, and nnnouncea to 
them, what had already been gently hinted at a t  the close of 
ver. 8, that their attempts to put an end fo the covenant- 
people would be vain, and would lead to their own deatmc- 
tion. The splendour of Asshur must fade before the bright 
image of Immanuel which & to the people : " Be ye of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world." Calvin strikingly 
remasks : " The Prophet may be conceived of, as i t  were, 
stasang on a watch tower, whence he beholds the defeat of 
the people, and the victorious Bssyriane insolently exulting. 



But by the name and view of Christ he recovers himself, for- 
gets all the evils aa if he had suffered nothing, end, freed 
h m  all misery, he rises againet the enemiee whom the Lord 
would immediately destroy." The Prophet then interrupts 
the announcement of deliremce, and exhibits the subjective 
c0ndition.e upon which the bestowd of deliverance, or rather 
tbe partaking in it, depends, along with the announcement of 
the fearful misery which would befal them in case these con- 
ditions were not complied with. But, so he continua in Vera 
11-1 6, he who is to p&e of the deliverance which the Lord 
ha destined for His people, must in firm faith expect i t  from 
Him, and thereby inwwdly separate himself from the unbe- 
lieving mass, who, a t  every apprasce  of danger, tremble and 
give up all for lost. He who stands aa ill as th t  mass in the 
trial inflicted by the Lord ; he to whom the danger becomes 
an occasion for manifeating the unbelief of his heart;-he 
indeed will perish in it. At the close, the prophet is em- 
phatically admonished to impreea this great end important 
truth upon the minds of the susceptible onea Ln ver. 17 : 
"And I waited upon the Lord," &c., the Prophet reporta what 
effect was produced upon him by this revelation from the 
Lord,-thereby teaching indirectly what effect it ought to 
produce upon all. In ver. 18, the Prophet directs the de- 
epondmg people to the example of himself who, according to 
ver. 17, is joyful in his faith, and to the namea of his som 
which announced deliverance. Delivemce and comfort am 
to be sought from the God of Israel only. Vein, therefore, 
-this he brings out, vere. 1 9-22-are all other meam by 
which people without faith seek to procure help to themselves. 
They should return to God's holy Law which, in Deut. xviii 
I I, tE commesds to seek disclosures as regads the future, and 
comfort from E ~ E  servauts the Prophets only, and which itself 
abounds in comfort and promise. If such be not done, misery 
without any deliverance, despair without any comfort, aru 
the unavoidable consequences From ver. 23, the Prophet 
continues the interrupted announcement of deliverance. That 
which, in the preceding verses, he had threatened in the case 
of spostacy fiom God's Word, and of unbelief, viz., da.rk?necr~, 
i.c., the ebeence of deliverance, will, aa the Prophet, accord- 
ing to vers. 2 1, 2 2, foresees, r d l y  befa3 them in future, ae 
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the people will not fuW the conditions held forth in vera 16 
and 20, aa they will not speak: "To the Law and to the 
testimony," as they will not in faith lay hold of the promiae, 
and trust in the Lord. The calamity having, in the preced- 
ing verses, been represented as clurkncse, the deliverance 
which, by the grace of the Lord, is to be bestowed upon the 
people (for tho Lord indeed chastises His people on account of 
their unbelief, but does not give them up to death), is now 
represented r\s a p t  light which dispels the darkness. It 
ahinea most clearly just where the darkness had been greateat 
-in that part of the country which, being outwardly and in- 
wardly given up to heathenism, seemed scarcely still to belong 
to the land of the Lord, viz., the country lying around the 
lake of Uenne80,reth. The people are filled with joy on ac- 
count of the deliverance granted to them by the Lord,-their 
deliverance h m  the yoke of their oppressors, from the bond- 
age of the world which now comes to an end As the be- 
stower of such deliverance, the Prophet beholds a divine child 
who, having obtained dominion, will exercise it with the skill 
of the God-man; who will, with fatherly love, in all eternity 
care for His people and create peace to them; who will, a t  
the same time, infinitely extend His dominion, the kingdom 
of David, not by means of the force of arms, but by meam of 
right and righteousness, the exercise of which will attract the 
nation8 to Him ; so that with the increase of dominion, the 
increase of p e w  goes hand in hand. The guarantee that 
these glorious results shall really take place is the zeal of the 
Lord, and it ie this to which the Prophet points a t  the close. 

Chap. viii. 23 (ix. 1). " F'or not is durX-netw to the land, to 
which is dbtrees; in the former time he hae brought disgrace ' 
~ p n  the land of ZebuLun and the land of Naphtali, and in 
the after-time he bring8 it to hwu l ;  the region on the eea, t h e  
other & of the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles." 

'2 stands in its ordinary signification, "for." Allow not your- 
selves to be turned away by anything from trusting in the  
Clod of Israel ; hold fast by His word alone, and by Hie ser- 
vanta,--such was the fundamend thought of the whole p m  
ceding section I t  meets us last in ver. 20, in the eslorta- 
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tion : "To the Law and to the testimony !" in so far as this is 
rich in consolation and promise. The Prophet, af'ter having, 
in the p r e c d q  verses, described the misery which will befal 
thw who do not follow this exhortation, supports and esta- 
blishes i t  by referring to the k d p  of the Lord already alluded 
to in Vera 9 and 10, and to the light of Hia grccce which He 
will arum to shine into the darkness of the people,-a dark- 
ness produced by their unbelief and apostacy ; and this light 
iiball be brigkteet where the darkness was greatest. All the 
atkmpta at  connecting this a with the verse immediately pre- 
wdmg instead of referring it to the main contents of the pre. 
c e d q  section, have proved futile. *a can neither mean "never- 
tbelm," nor " yea ;" and the s t m g e  assertion that it is almost 
without any meaning at  d cannot derive any support from 
I d  w. 1 : " The bwrden of Moctb, for in the night the city 
of Hosb is laid waste ;" for only in that ~11.w is a without any 
meaning at  all, if nwn be falsely interpreted.-Ver. 22, where 
the phnrse npwqryn "darkness of d i s t m ~ "  is equivalent to 
"darkness which consis& in distress" (compare also : " behold 
trouble and darkness" in the same verse), ehows that ?yln and 
p v ~  are substantidy of the same meaning.-Our verse form 
an antithesis to ver. 22 ; the latter verse described the dark. 
ness brought on by the guilt of the people ; the verse under 
Wideretion deacrih, in contraet to it, the removal of i t  called 
forth by the grace of the Lord-U$ may either be connected 
with the noun, or i t  may be explained : not darknew. I t  
cannot be objected to the latter view that, in that w e ,  PN 
should rather have stood ; while the analogy of the phrase : 
" Not didst thou increase the joy," in chap. ix 2 (3), seems t c l  
be in favour of if. Here we have the negative, the ceasing of 
darkneea ; in chap. ix. 1 (2) the positive, the appearance of 
light. The su5x. in ih refen, just as the suffix. in n2 in ver. 
21, to the omitted m.-The 2 in npa is, by many interpreters, 
wrted to stand in the signification of WW: "Just  as the 
former time has brought disgrace, &. But as i t  cannot be 
proved that a has ever the meaning, "just as ;" and as, on the 
dher hand, nxra Wuent ly  occm in the signification, " at the 
timep (compare my remarks on Numb. xxiii. 13 in my work 
on Bslaam), we ehall be obliged to take, here too, the a as a 
temporal particle, and to supply, as the subject, Jehovah, who 
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always stands before the Prophet's mind, and ie often not men- 
tioned when the matter itaelf excludes another subject More- 
over, it b especially in favour of this view that, in vem 3 (4), 
the Lord himself is expressly addressed-8s regards Inm, 
either nn may be supplied,--and this is simplest and most 
n a t d - o r  it may be taken ae an Accusative, " for the whole 
after-time."-$pl means properly to " make light," then " to 
make contemptible," " to cover with dise;raceln and ~ m n  pro- 
perly then, " to make heavy," " to honour,"-a signification 
which indeed is peculiar to Piel, but in which the H&phil, 
too, m u m  in Jer. xxx. l j  ; the two verbs thus form an anti- 
the&. The n h a l e  in nnN (the word does not occur in Isaiah 
with the n pmgog.) shews that a certain mod8cation of the 
verbal notion must he assumed : "to bring disgrace and honour." 
m# thus would mean " towards the l~d.'' The scene of the 
disgrace and honour, which at h t  was designated in geneml 
only, is afterwards extended. First, the land of Zebulun and 
Naphteli only is mentioned, because it was upon it that the 
disgrace had pre-eminently fallen, and i t  was, therefore, pre- 
eminently to be brought to honour ; then the whole temtory 
along the sea on both sides 'of i t . 4 9  can, in this context which 
serves for a more definite qudScation, mean the sea of Gien- 
neeareth only (mn 09 Numb. xxxiv. 11, m d  other paesagee), 
just as, in Matt iv. 1 3, the designation of Capernsum aa 4 m+ 
paeaAaaaia receives ita definite meaning from the context.--pi 
occurs elsewhere also in the significa.tion of v e r m ,  e.g., Ezek. 
riii 5, xL 20, 46 ; it will be n e c e w y  to supply &r it pn, 
just as in the case of the FYI lay following. It is without any 
instance that 7 1  " way" should stand for " region," " country." 
The region on the sea is then divided into ita two parte pvn iw, 
4pav roc '~opdaivou,  the land on the east bank of Jordan, and 
Galilee. The latter amwere to the land of Zebulun and Naph- 
tali ; for the territory of these two tribes occupied the centre 
and principal part of Oalilee. In opposition to the eetabliehed 
wrus l o q d i ,  many would understand pvn lay aa meaning 
the land " on the side," i.e., this aide "of the Jordan," p d -  
ing upon the suypoeition that the local designations musf, fmm 
b e g h h g  to end, be congruous. Opposed to it is also the cir- 
cumstance that, in 2 Kings, xv. 29, the most eaefward and 
most northward countries. Peraea and Oalilee are connected. 



In that paesage the single p h  are mentioned which Tiglath- 
pileter took ; then, the whole districts, " G i l d  and Qalilee, 
the whole land of Naphtali." By the latter words, that part 
of W e e  ia made especidy prominent upon which the catas- 
trophe fell most severely and completely. In the phraue, 
" Galilee of the Gentiles," Galilee is a geographical designation 
which was already current a t  the time of the Prophet. There 
is no reason for fixing the extent of ancient Galilee differently 
from that of the more modern Qalilee,-for atsigning to it a 
more limited extent. We are told in 1 King ix. 11, that the 
twenty cities which Solomon gave to Hiram lay in the land of 
Gdil, but not that the country was limited to them. The qua- 
lification, I' of the Gentiles," is nowhere else met with in the Old 
Testament ; it is peculiar to the Prophet. It serves as a hint 
to point out in what the disgnrce of Galilee and P e m  con- 
aisted This Theodoret also saw. He says: " He c& it 
'Galilee of the (Xentilea' b u s e  it was inhabited by other 
tribe% along with the Jews; for this reason, he says also of 
the inhabitants of those countriw, that they were walking in 
darkness, and speaks of the inhabitants of that land as living 
in the shadow and land of death, and promisee the brightness 
of heavenly light," It is of no small importance to observe 
that Isaiah does not designate W l e e  according to what i t  was 
at the time when thk prophecy w ~ s  uttered, bad accordkg to 
whnt it ~IWMI to becuna.e in future. The distress by the Gentiles 
appears in chap. vii. and viii. everywhere as a future one. At 
the time when the Prophet prophesied, the Jewish territory 
atill existed in its integrity. In vers. 4, and 5-7, he announces 
Aashur$ inroad into the land of Israel as a future me; in the 
present moment, i t  was tbe kingdom of the ten tribes in con- 
nection with Aram which attacked and threatened Judea. 
The superior power of the world which, according to the clear 
foreeight of the Prophet, was threatening, could not but be 
sensibly felt in the North and East. For these formed the 
border park +st the Asiatic world's power ; i t  was from 
that quarter that its invasions commonly took place ; and it 
wae to be expected that there, in the fimt instance, the Gen- 
tiea would et4tablish themselves, just as, in former timea, they 
had maintained themselves longest there ; comp. Judges i. 
30-38 ; Keil on 1 Kings ix. 11. But very soon after this, 
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the name " Gnlilee of the Gentilesn ceased to be one merely 
prophetical ; Tiglathpilezer carried the inhabitanta of Galilee 
and Gilead into exile, 2 Kings xv. 29. At a later period, 
when the Greek empire " peopled Palestine, in the most attrac- 
tive places, with new cities, restored many which, in come- 
quence of the destructive w m ,  liad fallen into decay, filled dl 
of them, more or lea, with Greek customs and institutiom, 
a d ,  along with the newly-opened extensive commerce d 
traffic, everywhere spread Greek manners also," this change 
was chiefly limited to Galilee and P e m  ; Judea remained 
free from it  ; comp. Ewcdd, Qeschichte lm*ueb, iii  2 S. 26 4 
fT In 1 M w b .  v. Galaaditis and Galilee appear as those 
parts of the country where tho existence of the Jews is almost 

, hopelessly endangered by the Gentiles lwing in the midst 
of, and mixed up with them. What is implied in " W e e  
of the Gentiles" may be learned from that chaptar, where 
even the expreesion reverta in ver. 15. With external 
dependence upon the Oentiles, however, the spiritual depend- 
ence went hand in hand. These parts of the country could 
the less oppose any great reshtance to the influences of 
heathendom, tha.t they were separated, by a considerable 
distance, from the religious centre of the nation-the temple 
and mot~opol~ie, in which the higher Israelitish life was con- 
centrated. A consequence of this degeneracy wm the con- 
tempt in which the Galileans were held a t  the time of Christ, 
John i. 47, vii 6 2 ;  Matt. xxvi. 69.-But in what consisted 
the Imnour or the glori f ia t ion which Galilee, along with 
P e m ,  was to obtain in the after-time? Chap. ix. 5 (6), 
where the deliverance and salvation announced in the pre- 
ceding verses are connected with the person of the RedeemR1., 
show that we must not seek for it in any other than that of 
the Messianic time. Our Lord spent the greater part of His 
public life in the neighbourhood of the lake of GennesaretL ; 
it was there that Capermum-His ordinary residence-was 
situated, Matt. ix. 1. From Galilee were most of His disciples. 
In Galilee He performed many mi~uzch; and it was there 
that the p m h i n g  of the Gospel found much entmce, so that  
even the name of the W e a n s  passed over iu the b t  cen- 
turies to the Christians. Theodoret strikingly remarks : " Gali- 
lee was the native country of the holy Apostlea; there the 
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Lord performed most of Ris miraales; there He cleaneed the 
leper; there He gave back to the centurion his servant sound ; 
there He removed the fever from Peter's wife's mother; there 
He brought back to life the daughter of Jairus who was dead; 
there He multiplied the loavee; there He changed the water 
into wine." Very aptly has Geeeniue compared Micah v. 1 (4). 
Just aa in that patsage the birth of the Memiah is to be for 
the honour of the small, unimportant Bethlehem, so here 
Galilee, which hitherto was covered with disgrace, which was 
reproached by the Jewe, that there no prophet had ever risen, 
is to be brought to honour, and to be gloriiled by the appear- 
ance of the Messiah. I t  was from the passage under review 
that the opinion of the Jews waa derived, that the Messiah 
would appear in the ,land of Galilee. Comp. Sohur, p. 1. foL. 
119 ed. Bmstelod; foL 74 ed. Solisbae : wh hnv $51'1 n y w  
m*m. "King Meesiah will reveal himself in the land of 
Galilee" But we must beware of putting prophecy and ful- 
filment into a merely accidental outward relation, of changing 
the former into a mere foretelling, 'and of supposing, in refer- 
ence to the latter, that, unless the letter of the prophecy had 
existed, Jesus might as well have made Judea the exclusive 
mne of His ministry. Both prophecy and history are over- 
ruled by a higher idea, by the truth absolutely valid in refer- 
ence to the Church of the Lord, that where the distress iA 
,mtest, help ie nearest. If i t  was established that the misery 
of the covenanbpeople, both outward and spiritual, wm espe- 
cially concentrated in Chililee, then i t  is a l ~ o  sure that He who 
wae sent to the lost sheep of Israel must devote His principal 
care just to that part of the county. The prophecy is not 
exhausted by the one fulfilment; and the fulfilment is a new 
prophecy. Wheresoever in the Church we perceive a new 
Galilee of the Gentiles, we may, upon the ground of this pas- 
sage, confidently hope that the saving activity of the Lord will 
gloriously display itself. 

Chap. ix. 1 (2). " The people that walk in d a r h 8  8ee a 
great light, Uwy that dwell in the land of the e h a h  of death, 
upon them light a&eth." 

"The people* are the inhabitants of the countries mentioned 
in the preceding verse; but they are not viewed in contrast 
to, and exclusive of the other members of the covenanb 
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people,-for amording to chap, viii 22, darkness is to cover 
the whole of it-but only aa that portion which comes chiefly 
into coneideration Light is, in the symbolical language of 
Scripture, dvation. That in which the ealvatb here con- 
sists -not be determined from the words themselves, but 
must follow from the context It will not be possible to deny 
that, according to it, the darknw consists, in the firat instance, 
in the oppression by the Gentiles, and, hence, salvation con- 
eiata in the deliveram from this oppression, and in being 
raked to the dominion of the world; and in ver. 2 (3) ff, we 
Lave, indeed, the farther displaying of the light, or deliverance 
But it will be as little possible to deny that the sad companion 
of outward oppression by the Gentile world is the epiritual 
misery of the inward dependence upon it. Parther,-It is as 
certain that the elevation of the covembpeople to the do- 
minion of the world cannot take place dl on a sudden, and 
without any farther ceremony, inasmuch as, according to a 
fundamental view of the Old Testament, all o u t w d  deliver- 
ance appears as depending upon conversion and regeneration. 
"Thou returneat," so we read in Deut. xxx. 2, 3, " to  the 
Lord thy aod, and the Lord thy Clod turneth to thy capti- 
vity." And in the same chapter, vers. 6, 7: " The Lord thy 
God circumcieeth thy heart, and t h  the Lord thy God put- 
teth d theae c u m  upon thine enemiean Before Gideon is 
d e d  to be the deliverer of the people from Midian, the F'ro- 
phet must h t  hold up their sin to the people, Judg. vi. 8 E. 
and Oideon does not begin hi work with a struggle against 
the outward enemies, but must, first of all, as Jerub-1, de- 
clare war against sin. 811 the prosperous periods in the 
people's history are, at the same time, periods of spiritual 
revivaL We need only think of David, Jehoshaphat, and 
Hezekiah. Outward deliverance always preeenta itself in 
history aa an addah only which ia bestowed upon those 
seeking after tbe kingdom of God. Without the inward 
foundation, the beatowal of the outward blessing would be 
only a mockery, inasmuch ae tbe holy Qod could not but im- 
mediately take away again what He had given But the 
circumstance that it ie the outward Ralvhtion, the deliverance 
from the heathen servitude, the elevation of the people of God 
to the dominion of the world, aa in Christ i t  eo gloriously took 
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place, which are here, in the h t  instance, looked at, is w i l y  
mounted for from the historical oauae of thie prophetic dia- 
c o r n  which, in the jiret inetanzce, ie directed against the fears 
of the dcetlslction of the king&cym of God by the 200~ld'~ z>ower. 
Pa xxiii. 4; "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy rod 
aad thy staff they comfort me," must so much the more he 
considered aa the fundamental passage of the verse under con- 
aderetion, that the P d m ,  too, refere to the whole Christian 
Church. It was in the appearance of Christ, and the d v a -  
tion brought through Him, in the midst of the deepest misery, 
that this Psalm foulld ite moat glorious confirmation.-n&, 
"darkness of death," is the darkness which pmvails in death 
or in Sheol. Such compositions commonly occur in proper 
names only, not in appellatives; and hence, by "the land of 
the darkness (shedow) of death," hell is to be undemtood 
But darkne.  of hell is, by way of a shortened comparison, 
not mhqnently used for designating the deepeat darkness. 
The point of compcuieon is here furni~hed by the first member 
of the verse. Parallel ia Ps. lxxxviii 4 R, where Israel la- 
menta that the Lord had thrust i t  down into dark hell. The 
Preterite tense of the verbs in our verse iR to be explained 
h m  the prophetical view which converh the Future into the 
Present. How little soever modern exegesis can realise this 
seeing by, and in Eaith, and how much soever it is everywhere 
dlspoeed to introduce the real Present iratead of the ideal, yet 
even Ezvald is compelled to remark on the paasage under con- 
sideration : " The Prophet, as if he were describing something 
which in his mind he had seen ay certain long ago, here reprs 
senta everything in the past, and scarcely makes an exception 
of this in the new atart which he takes in the middle." At 
the time when the Prophet uttered thie Prophecy, even the 
datlnues still belonged to the future. As yet the world's 
power had not gained the ascendancy over Israel ; but here 
the light haa already dispelled the dasknesa 

It now merely remains for us to view more particularly the 
quotation of these two verses in Matt iv. 12-17. '~xobaac di 
4 h u a  the section begins-drr '~olbrvqs waptd&, aivs~~prlatr sic 

4~ rahAaiar. Since, in these words, we am told that Jesus, 
dter having received the intelligence of the imprisonment of 
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John, withdrew into Galilee, we cannot for a moment think 
of His having sought in Galilee, safety from Hcrod; for Gali- 
lee just belonged to Herod, and Judea afforded security against 
him. The verb d tvapps ib  denotes, on the contrary, the with- 
drawing into the angulwr term Galilee, as contrasted with 
the civil and ecclesiastical centre. The time of the beginning 
of Christ's preaching (His mipistry hitherto had been merely 
a kind of prelude) wrrs determined by the imprisonment of 
John, as certainly as, according to the prophecy of the Old 
Testament, the territories of the activity of both were imme- 
diately bordering upon one another, and by that very circum- 
stance the place, too, was indirectly determined; for it was 
fixed by the prophecy under consideration that Galilee was to 
be the scene of the chief ministry of Christ If, then, the 
time for the beginning of the lainistry had come, He must 
also depart into Galilee. The connection, therefore, is this: 
After he h d  received the intelligence of the imprisonment of 
John-in which the call to Him for the beginning of His 
ministry was implied-He departed into Galilee, and especially 
to Capernaum, vers. 12, 1 3 ; for it was this part of the country 
which, by the prophecy, was fixed as the main scene of 
Hie Messianic activity, Vera. 14-16. It was there, there- 
fore, that He continued the preaching of John, ver. 17.- 
Kal  xarahrdv riv Natapbr--it is 8dd in ver. l3-iAkhv xa- 
ry'xqdsv sic  K a a s p v a o 6 ~  rdv sapa8aAaaaiav, iv ipiorc ~afiouhdv xai 
~spduhsi,~. Christ had hitherto had His settled abode at 
Nazareth, and thence undertook His wanderings The imme 
diitte reason why He did not remain there is not stated by 
Matthew ; but we learn i t  from Luke and John. In m r d -  
awe with his object, Matthew takes cognizance of this one 
circumstance only, that, according to the prophecy of the Old 
Testament, Capernaum was very specidly fitted for being the 
reqidence of Christ. The town was situnkd on the western 
shore of the Lake of Gennesareth. Quite in opposition to hie 
custom elsewhere, Matthew descr ih  the situation of the town 
so minutely, because this knowledge served to 'dord a better 
insight into the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Old Testa- 
ment. The designation rdv crapadahaadav stands in reference to 
6ddv Bahddntis, in ver. 15. 'EW ipiorg, &c., may either mean : " In 
the borders of Zebulun and Naphtdi," i. e. in that place where 
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the bordera of both the countries meet,--or ra lpra may, ac- 
cording to the analogy of the Hebrew n h ,  denote the borders 
in the sense of " teritory," as in Matt. ii. 16. From a com- 
prison of 73 ~a@ovh&v x a i  N~pdaAtip of the prophecy in ver. 15, 
to which the words stand in direct reference, i t  follows that 
the latter view is the correct one. Whether Capernaum lay 
just on the hrders  between the two countries wm of no con- 
sequence to the prophecy, and hence was of none to Matthew. 
-The phrase iva dqpudj i  does not, according to the very sound 
remark of De Wette, point to the intention, but to the objec- 
tive aim. The question, however, is to what the ;va shqpwl? 
is to be referred,-whether merely to that which immediately 
precedes, viz, the change of residence from Nazareth to Caper- 
mum, or, a t  the same time to dvc~tipqatv t i6  rjv I'aArhaiav. The 
latter is alone correct. The prophecy which the Evangelist 
bae in view referred mainly to Galilee, or the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali in general; but, according to the ex- 
press remark of the Evangelist, Nazareth itself was likewise 
eituated in Galilee. The advantage which Capernaum had over 
it was this only, that in Capernaum the iddv dahdaaqs of the 
prophecy was found again, and that, therefore, thence the wipav 
roG ' ~ o ~ d c i v o u  of the prophecy also could be better realized, 
inasmuch as across the lake there was an easy communication 
from that place with the country beyond Jordan. The con- 
nection is hence this : After the imprisonment of the Ebptist, 
Jesus, in order to enter upon His ministry, went to Galilee, 
aud especially to Capernaum, which was situated on the lake, 
in order that thus the prophecy of Isaiah as to the glorifica- 
tion of Gtdilee, and of the region on the lake, might be ful- 
filled-Matthew has abridged the passage. From chap. viii. 
23 (ix. 1 )  he has taken the designation of the part of the 
country, in order that the agreement of fidfUment and pro- 
phecy might become visible. The word~  from y;i--riir ilviiv 
may either be regarded as a fragment take11 out of its connec- 
tion, so that they are viewed as a quotation, and as forming a 
period by themselves (this, from a aomparison of the original, 
seems most natural) ;-or we may also suppose, that the 
Evangelist, having broken-up the connection with the preced- 
ing, puts these worda into a new oouqection, so that, along 
with the i Aabs, which has become an apposition, they form 
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the subject of the following; sentenca At d l  events, iuv takes 
here the place of the adverb, although it may not be possible 
to adduce instances and proofs altogether analogous h m  the 
Greek wrue ZoquR.ndi.-The confidence with which Matthew 
explains chap. viii 23, and ix 1 of Christ can be accounted 
for only from the circumstance that he recogpized Christ as 
He who in chap. ix. 6,6, (6,7) is described as the author of all 
the blessings designated in the preceding versea It was 
therefore altogether erroneous in Gesenin_Ls to assert that there 
was the less reason for holding the Meesianic explanation of 
chap. ix. 5, 6, aa there was no telrtimony of tbe New Teeta- 
ment in favour of it-It is quite obvious that lbtthew does 
not quote the Old Testament prophecy in reference to any 
single special event which happened a t  Capernaum ; but that 
rather the whole following account of the glorious deede of 
Christ in Galilee, as well as in Peraea, down to chap. x k  1, 
serves to mark the fulfilment of this Old Teetament prophecy, 
and is subservient to this quotation Thia pamage of Mattheco 
explain.% the r-, why i t  ie that he, and Lzcke amd Mark 
who c M y  folbto him, report hemeforth, cuntil the lagt journey 
of Jw to Jeruealem, exclusively facts which happen& in 
QaiMeq and in Peraea, which likewise waa mentioned by 
Isaiah. The circumstance that this fact, which is so obvious, 
was not perceived, has called forth a number of miserable con- 
jectures, and has even led some interpreters to aeaail the credi- 
bility of the OospeL To Matthew, who wiahed to show that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah promised in the  Old T a b  
ment, the interest must, in the view of the prophecy under 
consideration, be necessarily concentrated upon Ga,lilee ; and 
Mask and Luke followed him in this, perceiving that it was 
not becoming to them to open up a path altogether new. 
This was reserved to the second Apostle from among the 
Evangelists. 

Ver. 2 (3). " Thou multipliest tha lnation to which t h  
W not inmw;cse the joy; they joy before thee like the joy ha 
ha&, and as they qioide when they diwide the +." 

The Prophet beholds the joy of the MesRirtnic time as p m  
sent; he beholds the covenant-people numerous, free .from all 
misery, and full of joy ; full of delight be turns to the Lord, 
and praises Him for what He has done to His people,-One 
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of the privileges of the people of Clod is the increaae which at 
all timea fakes place after they are sifted and thinned by 
judgments Thus, ag., it happened a t  the time after their re- 
turn from the captivity, comp. Pa cvii. 38, 39 : " And He 
blesseth them, and they are multiplied g~eatly, and He suffereth 
not their cattle to decrease. They who were minished and 
hrought low through diction,  oppression, and sorrow." But 
thi6 increase took place most gloriously a t  the time of Christ, 
when a numerous multitude of adopted sons from among the 
Oentiles were received into the Church of God, and thus the 
prumiee to Abraham : " I will make of thee a great natiou" (W as 
in the psssage before us, and not PY), received its final fulfil- 
ment From the arguments which we advanced in VoL i. 
on Haees ii 1, it appears that the increase which the Church 
received by the kept ion of the Gentiles is, according to the 
biblical view; to be cansidered as an increaae of the people of 
IsraeL The fundamental thought of Pa. lxxxvii is : Zion the 
birth-place of the nations ; by the new birth the Gentiles are 
received in h L  The manner in which the Ckntilea show 
their anxiety to b6 received in Israel is described by Isaiah in 
chap. xliv. 5. The commentary on the words : "Thou mul- 
tiplieat the nation," is furnished to u~ by chap. liv. l fE, where, 
in immediate connection with the prophecy regarding the Ser- 
vant of G)od who bears the sin of the world, it is said : " Sing, 
0 barren, thou that didst not bear, break forth into singing, 
and shout thou that didst not travail with child ; for more are 
the children of the desolate t h m  the children of the married 
d e ,  saith the Lord." Comp. also chap. lxvi. 7-9, and Ezek 
xxxvii 25, 26 : " h d  my servant David s h d  be their prince 
for ever. And I make a covenant with them and multiply 
them." Several interpreters, a g. Calvin, Vithga ,  suppose 
that the Prophet in this verse (and so likewise in the two follow- 
ing verses) speaks, in the first instance, of a nearer prosperity, 
of the rapid increaae of the people after the Babylonish capti- 
ity. Vitringa directs attention to the fact, that the Jewish 
p p l e  after the captivity did not only fill Judea, but spread 
ah in Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, Aeia Minor, Greece, and 
Italy. And surely we cannot deny that in this increase, no 
less than in, the new flourishing of the people after the defeat 
of Sennscherib a h ,  there is 8 prehde to the d fulfilment ; 

POL It f 
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and that e9 much the more that these precursory increases, 
happening, as they did, replaxly after the decreasee, were 
bestowed upon the covenant-people with a view to the future 
appe~rance of Clirist. Them increases enter info a sfiU clow 
relation to the prophecy under coneideration, if we keep in 
mind that in chap. vii. the Prophet anticipates in apirit the 
appearance of Christ, and that it is with this repregentation 
that, in the Section before UB, chap. viii 8, 10 are connected. 
In  order to refute the explanation of U m b k t  : "Thou bast 
multiplied the heatl~ew, and thereby thou hast removed all joy; 
but now," h, it will be quite sufficient to referto the parallel 
passage, chap. xxvi  1 5 : " Thou in-t the popb, 0 Lord, 
thou art glorified, thou removest all the bonndrvies of the 
land," where, just as  in the verse before as, by *u;, "the 
people," Israal k daignated ; and that is kquently the arse 
where the notion of the multitude, the mass only is concerned, 
comp. (3en xii 2.-" Ti1ou d& not increaee the joy" stends 
for : to whom thou formerly didst riot incmme the joy, to 
whom thou gaveat but little joy, upon whom thou i n W s t  
severe sufferings. 'l'he mtitheaie is quite the same as in chap. 
viii 23 (ix. l), where the former distress is contraatad with 
the light which is now to shine upon them, the forma dis- 
grace with the later glory ; and in the mune manner in chap. 
ix. 1 (2), where the preseut Jigkt is rendered brighter by being 
contrasted with the f o r r n e r h ~ b  The contrast of the present 
inmaw with the former absence of joys shows that the joy is to 
be viewed as being connected with the increase, and that if for- 
merly the joy was lew, tbe reason of i t  waa chiefly in the de- 
creaee. Ps. cvii. 38,34,4 1, shews how &&ion and decrease, joy 
and inrrease, go hand in Itand ; farther, Jerem. xxx I 9 : " h r l  
out of them proceed tlia~hgivings, and the voice of the meny  
ones ; and I multiply them, and they.do not decrease ; and  I 
honour them, and they are not ,tll." The demme is a 
single eymptom only of a depreesed, joyless condition, which 
everywhere in tlm kingdom of Qod s h d  be bmught to an 
end by Christ. Most of the ancient translstow (IXX., Chdd., 
Syr.) follow the marginal reading 15, him" hast thou in- 
creased the joy. Acoordmg to many modern interpreters, 

is supposed to be a diffarent mode of writing for 15. But 
no pmof that codd staud the tat can be brought forward for 



such a mode of writing ; nor is th& any reaeon for supposing 
that d stands here in a different sense from what it do- in 
chap. viii 23, and it would indeed be strange that 15 should 
have been p M  before the verb. At most, it might be s u p  
posed that the Prophet intended an ambiguous and double 

not 
sense: -- didat thou increase the joy. But altogether 

to hlm 
apart h m  such an ambiioue and double e e w ,  behind the 
negative, at all events, the positive is conceded ; thou multi- 
plied the people, and increasest to them the joy, thou who 
formerly didst decrease their joy, &a ; and it is to this posi- 
tive that the words refer which, in Luke ii. 10, the angels 
addreaa to the shepherds: pl p4812aB1, iaod ydp sLa7ytU&~ar . .  . 

G@ ppbv pryoi>.qr $rig ?ear ravrl ry" ~ a 3  &I iri& 5FrJr hptpov 

e p ,  J g  i m ~  ~ptmdg K ~ ~ O C  ; comp. Matth. ii 10.-In the fol- 
lowing worda, the Prophet expresses, in the first instance, the 
nature of the joy, then ita greatness. The joy over the bless- 
ings received is a joy before Gal, under a sense of His imme- 
diate presence. The expression is borrowed from the sacrificial 
feasts in the courts before the sanctuary, a t  which the par- 
tskem rejoiced befirre the Lord, Deut. xii. 7, 12, 18, xiv. 26. 
In Immanuel, sod with hia bleeeiqp and gitte has truly en: 
tered into the midst of His people. With the joy at the 
dividing of i ? ? ~  @, the joy is compared only to show its 
greatness, just as with the joy in the hamt ;  and it is in 
vain that Knobel tries here to bring in a dividing of ,spoil 

Vera 3, (4). " POT the yoke of buTden and the of 
kkneck, the rod of h . i s d r i ~ t h m h a 8 t  b d m a e i n  &day 
oj' dlidicun." 

In this verse, the reason of the people's joy announced in 
the preceding verse is etated : it is the delivemnce from the 
world's power, under the oppression of which they groaned, 
or, in point of fact, were to groan. He who imposes the yoke 
and the stufi the drizw, (an allusion to the Egyptian taak- 
maetere2 oomp. Exod. iii 7 ; v. 10)) is Asshur, and the whole 
world's power hostile to the Kingdom of Uod, which is repre- 
sented by him, and which by Christ was to receive, and has 
received, s m o d  blow. A prelude to the fulfilment took 
place by the defest of Sennacherib v d e r  Heeekiah, comp. 
chap. x. 5, 24, 27 ; xiv. 25. After him, Babel had to expe- 
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rience the destructive power of the Lord, the single phaaes of 
which, pervading, as they do, all history, are here compre- 
hended in one great act. Although the definitive W l m e n t  
begins h t  with the appearance of Christ in the flesh, who 
spoke to His people : Baparirc, i7Zl vrrixqna rdv xlafiov, yet after 
what we remarked on ver. 2, we axe fully entitled to consider 
the former catastrophes also of the kingdoms of the worId as 
preludes to the real fulflment-DW " shoulder " does not suit 
a.s the mernbrum mLi verbma inf1;9.untur; i t  comes, as is 
commonly the caae, into consideration as that member with 
which burdens are borne. The etaf or t y m y  is a heavy 
bnmlen, comp. chap. x. 27 : " His burden s h d  be taken away 
from off thy shoulder." " A s  in the day of Midiurn" is equi- 
valent to : as thou once didst break the yoke of Midian. 
This event was especially fitted to serve as a type of the glo- 
rious future victory over the world's power, $ly because 
the oppression by Midian was very h d , - a w o r d i n g  to Judges 
vii. 12, Midien, Amalek, and the sons of the East broke in 
upon the land like grasshoppers for multitude, and their 
camels were without number, as the sand by the seaside for 
multitude-partly because the help of the Lord (thou hast 
broken) was a t  that time specially visibla " I will be with 
thee," s a p  the Lord to Gideon in J u w  vi 1 6, " and thou 
shalt smite the Midianites as one man ;" m d  Judges vii 2 : 
.' The people that are with thee are too many, as that I could 
give the Midianites into their bands, lest Israel vaunt them- 
selves against me, saying: Mine own hand hath saved ma" ' 

Vem. 4, (5). " For every wccr-shoe put on with &, and 
the gamnent rolled in blood : it is for burn;.S, Ybod offire." 

We have here the reason why the tyranny is broken : for 
the enemies of the Kingdom of God a h d  entirely and for 
ever be rendered incapable of caxrying on warfare. If the 
noisy war-shoes, and their blood+ed garments axe to be 
burned, they themselves must, of course, have been previously 
destroyed. . But, if that be the case, then all war and tyranny 
are come to an end, " for the dead do not live, and the shades 
do not rise," chap. xxvi 14. The parallel passages, Pa. xlvi 
10, and Ezek xxxix. 9, 10, do not permit us to doubt tha.t 
the burning of the war-shoes and of the bloody merits come 
into consideration here aa a consequence of the destruction of 



the conquerom Nor can we, according to these passages, 
enterfain, for a moment, the idea of Meier, that those bloody 
garments belong td I d  

Vera 6 (6). "ForzvntousachildG born,ulLtoua a son 
is given, and the g m m -  is upon hie slwuIder8, and h b  
n u m ~  ehaU be cuUed W&-CounseUor, OoctHm, h'ver- 
P&, Prina of Peas" 

The Prophet had hitherto spoken only of the salvation 
which is to spread from W e e  over the rest of the country ; 
it is firet here that its author, in all Hia sublime glory, comes 
before him ; and, having come to him, the prophecy rises to 
exalted feelings of joy. In chap. vii 14, the Prophet beholds 
the Saviour as being already born ; hence the Preterites * 
and p~.  If any one shduld imagine that from the use of 
these Preteritee he were entitled to infer that the subject of 
the prophecy must, st that time, dready have been born, he 
must also, on account of the Preterites in Vera 1 (2) suppose 
that the announked salvation had a t  that time been dready 
bestowed upon Israel,-which no interpreter does. Hitn'g 
correctly remarks : " Because He is still futwre, the Re 
phet in His first sppearance, beholds Him aa a child, and as 
the son of another." Whose son He is we are not told ; but 
it is supposed to be already known. Ever since the revela- 
tion in 2 Sam. vii, the Messiah could be conceived of as the 
Son of David only ; compare the words : " Upon the throne 
of David" in vers. 6 (7) and chap. xi. 1, lv. 3. Ae the Son 
of God the Saviour appears as early as in Pa ii. ; and it is to 
that Psalm that the " God-Hero" alludes, and conneds itself. 
Alluding to the passage before us, we read in John iii 16 : 
k ydrp iyriwqarv i hdc r b v  x&spr " The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this,'') vers. 6 [7], Gjm r3r uidv atroG r d v  povoytv~ 

Bxw-When grown up, the Son has the government u p n  
Hie shoulder. The Prophet contraats Christ with the  world'^ 
i m r ,  which threatened destruction to the people of God. 
Thie, then, refers to the Kingly om of Christ, and the state 
of glory. Parallel is the declaration of Chrkt in Matt. xxviii 
18, idih pot rZua  i~ouaja.  The Lord has dm, in John xviii. 
37, confirmed the truth that He is King; and it is upon 
the ground of His own declaration that Pilate designates Him 
upon the cross as a King. Although Hb Kingdom is not of 
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this world, John xviii 36, it ia, just for that very wason, so 
much the more dl-gove~ning. The imiihv in that paasage is 
contrasted with the worde " from heavenn in Dan. ii., by which, 
in that pessage, ite absolute superiority wer  all the kingdolns 
of the world, and its crushing power are declared to be in&- 
mlubly connectecl-" The shouldeT* comes, here &, aa in 
vers. 3 (P), chap. x. 27, into coneideration in so fas aa on i t  
we bear ; comp. Oen xlix 16 ; Pa. lxxxi 7. The bearer of 
an office has it, aa it were, on his shouldera-The Jewieh in- 
terpreters, despairing of beiig able, with any appearance of 
truth, to apply the following attributes to Hezekiah, imist 
that, with the exception of the last, they denote Him who 
&, not Him who is called : tbe Wonderful, &c., celled him 
Prince of peace. Altogether apaxt .from the consideration that 
this is in opposition to the accente, the mentioning of so many 
names of Jehovah is here quite unsuitable ; and, in all other 
pqp, the noun put after mpxw designates always him 
who is d l e d  Modern Exegesis has tried everything with a 
view to deprive the names of their deep meaning, in order to 
adapt them to a Memiah in the ordinary Jewish sense, hence, 
to do that of which the Jewe themselves had already de- 
spaired. But, in doing so, they have conadered the names 
too mncb by themselves, overlooking the circumstance that 
the full and deeper meaning of the individd attribute, as it 
at fimt sight preaenta itself, must, in the connection in which 
they here occur, be so much the rather held fa&. The namea 
are completed in the number far,-the mark of that which 
i~ complete and finished. They fm tzuo pairs, a d  accry 
single name Q again mpou./ulcd of two ncvmee. The &st 
name is p v  nk. That these two words must be corvneeted 
with one mother (Theod~~.-Bau~amG~ fiouhrbvv) ap- from 
the analogy of the other names, especially of .rm kc with whom 
~9 & forms one pair ; and then from the circumstance that  

done would, in this connection, be too indefinite. T h e  
words do not staid in the relation of the Stdm cOneOructua, 
but are connected in the same manner MU m in Cen. xvi. 
1'2. pn9 designeta the attribute which is here concerned, 
while h a  points out the supernatural, wperhuman degree 
in which the King poeeesaes this attribute, and the idinite 
riches of consolation and help which are to be found in euch 
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a King. As a CoumeUor, He is a W o d e ~ ,  abeolutely ele- 
vated above everything which the emtb posseesea in excel- 
lency of counselling. AB & commonly denotes " wonder " 
in the stricteat eenee (comp. chap. xxv. I : " I will exalt thee, 
I wi l l  praise thy name, for thou hast done wonders," Pa 
lxxvii 15 : " Thou art the God that doest wondem;" Exod. 
xv. 11) ; ae it here atands in parallelism with h God; arr the 
whole context demands that we should take the words in 
their full meaning;-we can consider it only iia an arbitrary 
weakening of the sense, that several interpreters &plain YJ~' 
h by " extraordinary Counsellor." Parallel ie Judges xiiii 
18 where the Angel of the Lord, after having announced the 
birth of Samaon, sap: " Why askest thou thus after my 
name &it is wonderful," q u h ,  ie., my whole nature is wonder- 
ful, of unfathomable depth, and cannot, therefore, be expreseed 
by 8ny human nama Fa&-Revel. xix. 1 2 is to be com- 
pared, where Chri~t  has a name written that no m m  knows 
but He himaelf, to intimate the immeasurable glory of Hia 
natara That which is here, in the first instance, said of a 
single atkibute of the King, applia, at the mme time, to all 
others, holds true of His whole nature; the King ie a Wonder 
ae s Counsellor, because His whole person is wonderful A 
prod, both of the connection of the two words, and againat 
the weakening of the sew, is afforded by the parallel pae~age, 
chap. xxviii 29, where it is eeid of the M a t  High God m f t  

hl, " He ehows himself wonderful in His counseln-The 
second name is n~ h " &d-Hero." Besides the ability of 
giving good counsel, a good government requires also 1n13 
strength, heroic power: comp. chap. x i  4, amording to which 
the spirit of counsel and strength rest upon the M d  What 
may not be expected from a King who not only, like a David 
in a higher degree, p- the greatent human mC(tOPLTe of 
hemk strength, but who is slso a Gtd-Hew, and a Hero-God, 
RO tbat with His appearance there dimpaam completely the 
contraat of the invieihle Head of the people of God, and of 
His viable aubetitute,-a contraat wl~icli 80 often manifested 
iteelf to the great grief of the covenant-people 1 The God- 
Hero forma the contrast to a human hero whom heroic might 
ia, &r dl, d w a p  limited. lw  h kcn signify God-Hero 
only, a Hero who ia infinitely exalted above all human heroes 
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by the circumstance that He is God. To the attempta at 
weakening the import of the name, chap. x. 21, where -nzl kt 
is said of the Most High, appears a very inconvenient ob 
stacle,-a parallel pasmge which doea not occur by chance, 
but where 2 1 ~ ~  ww stands with an intentional reference to 
chap. vii.: " The remnant shall return, the remnant of Jacob, 
unto the Hero-hi," who is furnished with invincible strength 
for His people ; comp. Ps. xxiv. 8 : " The Lord strong and a 
hero, the Lord a hero of war." The older Rationalistic expo- 
sition endeavoured to set aside the deity of the Memiah by 
the explanation : " strong hero." So also did Geseniwr This 
explanation, against which chap. rt. 21 should have warned, 
has been for ever set a ide  by the remark of H;t.iS : " Com- 
monly, in opposition to all the wrue loquendi, the word is 
translated by : strong hero. But SN is always, even in pas- 
sages such as Gen. xxxi. 29, " Clod," and in all tho- pas- 
sages which are adduced to prove that it means " @-," 
"ph," the forms are to be derived not from SN, but from 
h ,  which properly meam ' ram,' then ' leader,' ' prince.' " 
By this explanation, especially the passage Eeek. xxxii 21, 
which h d  formerly been appealed to in support of the trans- 
lation " strong hero," is set aside ; for the a w u  h of that 
passage are '' rams of heroes." Rationalistic interpreters now 
differ in their attempts a t  getting rid of the troublesome fact. 
Hitrig says, " Strong Clod "-he erroneously views nu, which 
always means "hero," as an gjectiv-" the future deliverer 
is called by the oriental not strictly separating the Divine 
and human, and He is called so by way of exaggeration, in so 
far as He possesses divine qualitiean A like opinion is ex- 
pressed by K&l: " Strong sod the Messiah is called, be- 
muse in the waw with the Gentiles He will prove himaelf as 
a hem equipped with divine strength. The oxpression proves 
a divine lll~ture aa little as when in Ps. lxxxii. 1-6, comp. 
John x. 34, 35, kings are, in general, called a v h ,  "gods 
Like Clod, to be compared to Him, a worthy representative of 
Him, and hence, likewise, called Glod." It is true thak there 
is one nu kc .only, and that, according to chap. rt. 21, the 
Messiah cannot be nu SN beside the Most High Cfod, except- 
ing by pankdchg in hie natum. Such a participation in 
the nature, not His being merely filled with the power of 



W ie absolutely required to explain the expression. It is 
true that in the Law of Moses all those who have to com- 
mand or to judge, all those to whom, for some reason or other, 
respect or reverence is due, are consecrated as the representa 
tives of God on earth ; e.g., a wurt of justice is of Qod, and 
he who appears before it appears before God. But the name 
Elohim is there given in general only to the judicial court, 
wluch repreaente God-to the o&e, not to the single indi. 
viduals who am invested.with it. In Ps. lxxxii 1, the name 
h'lohim in the expression: "He judgeth among the godsn is 
given to the single, judging individual ; comp. also ver. 6; 
but thia passage forms an isolated exception To explain, 
from it; the passage before us is inadmissible, even from chap. 
r 21, where nu h stands in ite fullest sense. It must not 
be overlooked that that passage in Ps. lxxxii. belongs to higher 
petrg; that the author himself there mitigates in ver. 6, in 
the parallel member, the strength of the expression: " I have 
wid ye am Elohim, and sons of the Most High ye all;" and, 
finally, that there Elohim is used as the most vague and 
general name of Qod, while here El, a personal name, is used. 
Hendeumk, E d ,  and others, finally, explain "Qocl'a hero," 
i.e, " a  divine hero, who, like an invincible God, fighte and 
conquers." But in opposition to this view, it has been re- 
marked by M&r that then n d y  the words ought to 
run, kc ~ w .  It is farther obvious that by this explanation 
the h 1~ here is, in a manner not to be admitted, discon- 
nected and severed from those pasages where it occurs as an 
attribute of the Most High God; comp. besides chap. x. 21 ; 
Deut. x. 17 ; Jer. xxxii 18. 

The third name is Fathm of eternity. That admita of a 
double explanation Several interpreters refer to the Arabic 
usm loquc9ndi, according to which he is d e d  the father of a 
thing who p e s s e s  i t ;  e.g., Father of mercy, i.e., the merciful 
one. This wrue loquendi, according to the supposition for- 
merly very current, occurs in Hebrew very frequently, especi- 
ally in proper names, e.g., 'au nr). "Father of goodnese," ie., 
the good ona According to this view, Father of eternity 
would be equivalent to Eternal one. According to the opinion 
of othera, Father of eternity is he who wiU ever be a Father, 
an  uff&iun.uk provider, wmp. chap. xxii 21, w h m  Eliakim 
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is d e d  " Fathur to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ;" Job xxix. 
16 ; Pa. lxviii 6. Luther, too, thus explains: " Who a t  all 
times feeds Hi Kingdom llnd Church, in whom there is a, 

fatherly love without endn The Eatter view is to be prefer- 
red unconditionally. ,Against the former view is the circum- 
stance that all the other names stand' in direct reference to 
the dvation of the covenant-people, while, in the mere eter- 
nity, this reference would not distinctly enough appear. And 
i t  has farther been rightly remarked by Ezoald, that that wnce 
loqumdi in Arabic d w a p  belongs to the artificial, otten to 
j d a r  diecourse. Whether i t  occur in Hebrew at all is still 
a matter of controversy ; Ewald, § 27, denies that it occurs 
in proper narnea also, On the other hand, the paternal love, 
the rich kindness and mercy, exceedingly well suit the first 
two narnea which indicate unfathomable wkhn,  and divine 
her& stmyth. The rationalistic interpreters labour very 
hard to w& the idea of eternity. But the "Provider for 
life agrees very ill with the W&-Omellor, and the Bod- 
h o .  The abaolute eternity of the Messiah% dominion is, 
on the foundation of 2 Sam. vii, most emphat idy declared 
in other pe&sages also (comp. POL i., p. 1 3 3, 1 33), and meets 
us here again immediately in the following verse. The name 
Ever-Father, too, leads us to divCne ddajedy, comp. chap. xlv. 
17 : " Ism1 is saved by the Lord with an everlast% salva- 
tion; ye shall not be aehamed nor confounded in all etcmityJn 
chap. lvii 15, where God is called ttt pa "the ever dwelling;" 
farther, Ps. lxviii 6 : "A Father of the fatherless, and a judge 
of the widows is Ood in Hi3 holy habitation," where the pro- 
vidence of God for the perwnue &erabiles is praised with s 
special referenca to that which He does for His poor people. 
-H*e explanation : " Father of prey," docs not suit the  
prophetic style, and has, in general, no analogy from Hebrew 
to adduce in its favour. The circumstance that, in the verse 
immediately following, the eternity of the government is men- 
tioned, shows that 19 must be taken in its ordinary significtlr 
tion "eternity." 

The fourth name, Prince of peace, stands purposely at the 
end, and is to be considered as strongly emphatic War, hoetile 
oppression, the distress of the servitude which threatens the 
people of God,-these are the things which, in the firat in- 



stance, have direoted the Prophet's eye to the Meaaiah. The 
name pointe back to Solomon who typified Chri~t's dominion 
of peace, and who himself, in the Song of Solomon, t r a d e m  
hie name to Christ (comp. my Comment. S. 1 E); then to the 
Shiloh, Qen. XEX. 1 0  (comp. voL i 84, 85). We should mie- 
undmtnnd the name were we to infer h m  it that, in the 
Messianic time, all war ehould oease. Were such to be the 
case, why is it that, immediately before, the Redeemer is de- 
signated as G o d - E m ?  Peace is the aim; it ie offered to all 
the nations in Chriet; but thowe who reject it, who rise up 
againat His Kingdom, He throwe down, as the God-Hem, with 
a powerful hand, and obtabne by force peace for Hia people. 
But war, as far as it t a k a  place, is canied on in a form dif- 
ferent from that which existed under the Old dispensation. 
According to Micah v. 9 (1 O), E, the Lord makea His people 
outwanily defenceless, before they become in Christ world- 
conquering ; comp. voL i, p. 6 15. According to chap. xi 4, 
Christ smiteth the earth with the rod of Hia mouth, and with 
the breath of His lips He dayeth the wicked. 

Ver. 6 (7.) " To the i- of the gozlerwnwnt and to ths 
peace, t .  ia .no 4, upon ths t h m n e  of David and over hi8 
Iclngdona, ,eo that h estabLit&th it, and mpporteth it by just& 
and righteouenceo, ffmm henoeforth even for m ~ .  The zeocl 
of the Lord of Hosts ehaU p q f m  this." 

There is no retrson for connecting this verse with the pre- 
ceding one ; in which case the aense would be : " F'or the 
increase of government and for peace without end." For chap. 
ii 7 ; Nah. ii 1 0  ; Job. xvi 3-in which 5 with yp OCCUIB in 
the very m e  eenae---cl~&rly show that the 5 in 01% and 
;v\D$ may very well be understood as a mere sign of the 
Dativa And the objection that the following pd, &c. would, 
in that case, be unsuitable, ia removed if i t  be explained: so 
that He eafabliaheth, &a, or : by His estsbliehing, $c. ; wmp. 
Htoald, MTM der Eebr. rspMch.e 5 280 d. Tbe words 
desipde the baais on which the increw of government and 
the peaw reat The Kingdom of God will, through the Re- 
deemer, acquire an ever increasing extent, and, along with it, 
perfect p.we shall be enjoyed by the world. For i t  is not by 
rude force that this k i i o m  is to be founded and established, 

is the case with worldly kingdoms, in which increase of 
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government m d  peace, far from being always oonneded, are, 
on the contrary, irreconcilable opponents, but by jukdice and 
~47hi24~tmm8. P a d e l  is Ps. lxvii In Vera 1 1-1 5 of that 
Psalm, the Psalmist just points to that "by which all nations 
and kings are induced to do homage to that king; it is just 
that which, in the whole Psalm, appears as the root of every- 
thing else, via, the absolute justice of the king." Decrewe of 
government and war without end were, meanwhile, in pro- 
spect, and they were so, because those who were sitting on 
the throne of David did not support his kinlgdom by justice 
and righteousness. But the Psalmist intimates to the tremb- 
ling minds that such is not the end of the ways of God with 
His people ; that a t  last the idea of the Kingdom of God will 
be r e a h d  From the fundamental paaeage, Pa lxxii. 8-1 1, 
and parallel passages, such aa chap. ii 2, 4 ; K c  v. 3 (4) ; 
Zech. ix. 10, i t  is obvious that, as regards the endless increase 
of the government, the Prophet thinks of all the nations of 
the earth. On the peace without end, comp. Pa lxxii 7 ; 
chap. ii. 4 ; Mic v. 4 (5)) and the words : "He speaketh peace 
unto the heathen," Zech. ix. 10. The $ designates the sub- 
stratum on which the increase of dominion and the peace 
manifest themselves ; the dominion of the Davidic family and 
its kingdom gain infinitely in extent, and in the srtme degree 
yeam also  increase^. In these words the Prophet gives an 
intimation that the Memiah will proceed from David's family, 
comp. chap. xi. I where he designates Him as the twig of 
Jesse.-r3n " to confilm," " to establish," used of throne and 
kingdom, I Sam. xiii 13, comp. 1 4  ; 1 Kings ii 12, comp. 
ver. 24, and farther, chap. xvi 5.-The words : " from hence- 
forth even for ever" do not, as Umbrsit supposes, refer to 
every thing in this verse, but to the words immediately pre- 
ceding. That the words must be understood in their full 
sense, we have already proved in our remarks on the funda- 
mental passage, 2 Sam. vii. 1.3 : "And I will establish the 
throne of His kingdom for ever f see Vol. i p. 1 3 1. Michaelibl 
says : " So that that promise to David shall never fail." The 
nnv does not refer to the a c t d l  but to the ideal present, to 
the Grst appearance of the Redeemer, to the words : " Unto us 
a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government 
is upon His shoulder."-This great change is brought a b w t  



by the zsal of the Lord who raises this glorious King to His 
people ; comp John iii 16. The zeal in itself is only energy; 
the sphere of its exercise is, in every i n s h c e ,  determined by 
the context. In  Exod. xv. 6 ; Deut. iv. 24 ; Nab. i 2, the 
zed is the energy of wrath. In the passage before us, as in 
the Song of Solomon viii 6, and in chap. xxxvii. 32 : " For 
out of J e m d e m  shall go forth a remnant, and escaped ones 
out of Mount Zion ; the zeal of the Lord of hosta shall do this," 
the eeal of God meass the energetic c h t e r  of His love to 
Zion. 

We must, in conclusion, still make a few remarks, ou the 
interpretation of Vera 6 and 6. The older interpreters were 
unanimous in referring these verses to the Messiah Even by 
the Jews, this explanation was abandoned a t  a subsequent 
period only. To the Messiah this paamge is referred by the 
Cbaldean Paraphnrst, by the Commentary on &ne& known 
by the name Breahith Rabbah. in the exposition of Genesis 
xli 44 (see Rcvint. Martini Pugh Jidei, VoL iii sec. 3, chap. 
xiv. 5 6), by Rabbi Jose Oalilaeue in the book Ekha Rabbati, 
a Commentary on h e n t a t i o n s  (see R a k  Matt. iii 3 chap. 
4, Q 13). Ben Bira (foL 40 ed., Amstel 1679), mentions 
among the eight names of the Messiah, the following h m  the 
passage before us : Wonderful, Counsellor, El Oibbor, Prince 
of Peace. But the late Jewish interpreters found it objection- 
able that the Messiah, in opposition to their doctrinal views, 
was here described as God ; for doctrinal reasons, therefore, 
they gave up the received interpretation. and sought to adapt 
the passage to Hezekiah Among theae, however, Rabbi Lip- 
mann allows the Messianic explanation to a certain degree to 
remain. Acknowledging that the prophecy could not refer 
exclusively to Hezekiah, he extends it to all the successors 
from the House of David, including the Messiah, by whom it 
is to attain its most perfect fulfilment. Among Christian in- 
terpreters, Orotiua was the h t  to abandon the Messianic 
explanation. Even Clericwr acknowledges that the predicates 
are applicable to Hezekiah " s e m  a d m o d m  diluto" only. 
At the time when htionalism had the ascendancy, it became 
pretty current to explain them of Hezekiah. Oeseniu8 modi- 
fied this view by supposing that the Prophet had connected 
hi Messianic wishes and expectations with Hezekitlb, and 
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expected their realization by him. At present this view is 
nearly abandoned ; &r Gcsmiue, Hendemvk is the only om 
who etill endeavours to defend it. 

Bgainet the application to Hezekiah even this single argu- 
ment is decisive, that a glory is here spoken of, which is to be 
bestowed especially upon Galilee which belonged to the king- 
dom of the tun tribes. Farther-Although the prophecy be 
considered as a human foreboding only, how could the Prophet, 
to whom, evexywhere else suob a sharp eye is &bed, that, 
from it, they endeavour to explain his fulfilled prophecies,- 
how could the Prophet have expected that Hezkbh, who was 
a t  that time a boy of about nine years of age, and who ap- 
peared under such unfavoumble circumstsncea, should d z e  
the hopes which he here utters in reference to the world's 
power, should conquer that power definitively and for ever, 
should infinitely extend his kingdom, and establish an ever- 

-1aetin.g dominion ? How could he have &tied divine attri- 
butes to Hezekiah who, in his human weakness, stood before 
him 1 1PinaUy-The undeniable agreement of the prophecy 
before us with other Messianic ptwaqp, especirrlly with Pa 
lxxii and Is. xi, where even Geseniwr did not venture to 
maintain the reference to Hecekiah, is decidedly in opposition 
to the reference to Hezekiah. 

THE T W I G  OF JESSE. 

(Chap. xi, xii) 

These chapters constitute part of a larger whole which begins 
with chap. x. 5. With r e - 4  to the time of the composition 
of this diecourse, i t  appears, from chap. x 9-1 1, that Samaria 
was already conquered. The prophecy, therefore, m o t  be 
prior to the sixth yeax of Hezekiah On the other hand, the 
defeat of the hyr ian  host, which, under Sennacherib, invaded 
Judah, is announced as b e i i  still future The prophecy, ac- 
cordingly, falls into the period between the Gth and the 14th 
year of Hezekiah's reign. From the circumstance that in it 
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the of Asshur is represented as being about to march 
against J d e m ,  it is cummonly inferred that it waa uttered 
shortly before the destruction of the Assyrian host, and hence, 
belongs to the fourteenth yeer of Hezekiah But this gwund 
is not very safa It would certainly be overlooking the live- 
liness with which the pmp'hets beheld and represented future 
thine as present ; it would be confounding the ideal Pment 
with the ad%a.l, if we were to infer from vers. 28-32 that the 
Aeeyrian army must aJready have reached the single stations 
mentioned there. The utmoat that we are entitled to infer 
from this liveline88 of d d p t i o n  is, that the Assyrian army 
was already on its march ; but not even that can be inferred 
with certainty. I n  favour of the immediate neclsnesa of the 
danger, however, is the circumstanca that, in the prophecy, 
the threatening is kept eo much in the background ; that, from 
the outset, it is comforting and encouraging, and begins a t  
once with the announcement of Asshur's destruction, and 
Judah's deliverance. This seem to suggest that the place 
which, everywhere else, is occupied by the threatening, was 
here taken by the events themselves ; eo that of the two ene- 
mies of dvation, proud security and despair, the latter only 
was here to be met The prophecy before us opens the whole 
series of ihe prophecies out of the I 4th year of Hezekiah, the 
most remarkable year of the Prophet's life, rich in the revela- 
tionq of divine glory, in which his prophecy flowed in full 
~treams, and spread on ctll sidea 

The prophecy dividm i k l f  into two pR1.te. The tirst, chap. 
x 5-34, contains the threatening against Bsshur, who was j q t  
preparing to i d i d  the deadly blow upon the people of God. 
The that in chap xi we have not an absolutely new be- 
ginning before us, sufficiently a p p m  from the general analogy, 
according to which, as a rule, the Messianic prophecy does not 
6egim the prophetical discourse ; but st i l l  more clearly from 
the cireumsfance tht  chap. x i  begine with "and ;" to which 
argument may still be added the fact that the figure in the 
&st verse of this chapter evidently refers to the figure in the 
last verse of the preceding chapter. Asshur had there been 
represented as a stately foreat which was to be cut down by 
the hand of the Lord ; while here the house of David appears 
as a stem cut down, from the roots of which a d twig dmll 
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come forth, which, although unassuming at first, is to grow up 
into a fruit-bearing tree. The purpoee of the whole dieoourse 
was to strengthen and comfort believers on the occaaion of 
Asshur'e inroad into the country ; to bring it home to the con- 
victions of those who were despairing of the Kingdom of God, 
that He who is in the midst of the'm is greater than the world 
with all its apparent power; and thereby to awaken and 
arouse them to mign  themeelves entirely info the hands of 
their God It is for this purpose that the Prophet first de- 
,soxibee the catastrophe of Amhur ; that, then, in chap. xi, he 
points to the highest glorification which in future is destined 
for the Church of Ood by the appearance of Christ, in order 
that she may the more clearly perceive that every fear regard- 
ing her existence is folly. 

The connection of the two pas~qps  appeam eo much the 
more plainly when we consider, that that which, in chap. x, 
was said of Bsshur, and especially the close in vem 33 and 
34 : " Behold Jehovah of hosts cuts down the bmches with 
power, and those of a high stature shall be hewn down, and 
the high ones shall be made low. And He cuts down the 
thickets of the forest with the iron, and Lebanon shall fall by 
the glorious one, ~qefers to hirn aa the repreeentative of the wble 
*world8 power ; that the defat  of Sennacherib before Jerum- 
lem is to be considered as the nearest fulfilment only, but not 
as the fd and d fulfilment. 

From the family of David sunk into total obscurity--such 
is the substance-there shall, a t  some future period, rise a 
R,der who, at first low and without appearance, shall attain 
to great glory and bestow rich blessings,-a Ruler fur- 
nished with the fulness of the Spirit of Ood and of His gifts, 
filled with the few of Qod, looking sharply and deeply, and 
not blinded by any appearance, just and an helper of the 
oppressed, an almighty avenger of wickedness, ver. 1-5. By 
him all the consequences of the fall, even down to the 
irrational creation, in the world of men and of nature, shall be 
removed, ver. 6-9. Around Him the Gentiles, formerly ad- 
dicted to idols, shall gather, ver. 10. I n  ver. 1 1-1 6 the Ro- 
phet describes what he is t~ do for Israel, to whom the diacoum 
was in the first instance addrewed, and upon whom it waa to 
impress the word : " Fear noL" Under Him they obtain de- 
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liverance from the condition of being scattered and exiled from 
the face of the Lord, the removal of pernicious dissensions, 
conquering power in relation to the world which assails them, 
and tbe removal of all obstacles to  salvation by tho powerful 
arm of the Lord. 

The reference of the prophecy to the Messiah is, among a11 
the explamtiona, the most ancient. We find it in the Targum 
of Jonathan, who thus renden the h t  verse: *injm uah p ~ ' t  
*nn* *nn ~ n w m  *m, St. Paul quotes this prophecy in 
Rom. xv. 12, and proves from it the calling of the Gentiles. In 
2 Thea ii 8 he quotes the words of ver. 4, and aasigns to Christ 
what is said in it. In Rev. v. 5, xxii 16, Christ, with refer- 
ence to ver. 1 and 10. is called the root of David. l'he Mes- 
sianic explanation was defended by most of the older Jewish 
in te rp re t . ,  especially by Jarchi, A b a r h l ,  and Kimchi? 
It is p r o f d  even by most of the ratiodistic interpreters, 
by the modern ones especially, without any exmption (Eich- 
horn, De Wette, Qeeenius, Hibig, Maurer, Ewald), although, 
it is true, they distinguish between Jesus Christ and the Nessiah 
of the Old Testament,--as, e.g., Q m i w  has said : " Features 
such as those in vex 4 and 5 exclude any other than the poli- 
tical Messiah, and King of the Isntelitish state," and Hit+ : 
" A political Messiah whose attributes, especially those assigned 
to him ver. 3 and 4, are not applicable to Jesus." 

But the non-Messianic interpretation, too, has found its 
defenders. According to a statement of Theodoret, the passage 
was referred by the Jews to ZerubbabeL3 Interpreters more 
numerous and distinguished have referred it to Hezekiah. 
This interpretation is mentioned aa early as by Ephraem Syrus; 
among the Rabbis it waa held by Moses Hakhhen, and A k n -  
am ; among Christian interpreters, Qroth.8 was the first who 
pmfessed it, but in such a manner that he assumed a higher 
derenea to Christ. (" I'he Prophet returns to praise Heze- 
kiah in words under which the higher praises of Christ are 
eoDaealed.")He was followed by Dathe. The exclusive 
reference to Hezekiah was maintained by He.marmt v. d. 

I Their testimony ia oo1lect.d by Seb. Edzardi in the treatise: Ca zi. 
Emiae cXri.sio vindimtum a d m m  Grotim a n o t o m  ejuu, imprimw germ. 
o. d. Hard. Harnbu 1696. 

bb The mdoa of% Jewa ia indeed to be lamented rho rrfa tbL pro- 
phecy to Zembbabel." 

VOL IL 9 
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H a d ,  in a treatise published in I 69 3, which, however, wa.. 
confiscated ; then, by a number of interpreters at the com- 
mencement of the age of Rationalism, at the head of whom 
waa Buhrdt Among the expositors of the last decade, this 
interpretation is held by Hcndewerk alone. 

The reasons for the Messianic interpretation, and again& 
~naking H e m k i i  the subject of the prophecy, are, among 
others, the following :- 

I. The comparison of the paraUel pamage8. The Meuaiah is 
here repremnted under the figure of a shoot or sprout. This 
has become so common, as a designation of the Messiah, that 
the name " Sprout" has almoet become a proper name of the 
Messiith ; compare the remarks on chap. iv. 2. A striking 
resemblance to ver. 1 is presented by chap. lviii 2, where the 
Messiah, to express & lowliness at the beginning of His 
course, is, in the same manner as here, compared to a feeble 
end tender twig. Pa lxxii and the pi-opheciea in chap. i i ,  is., 
vii, k, and Mic. v., present so many agreements and coinci- 
dences with the prophecy under consideration, that they must 
necesserily be referred to one and the same subject. The 
reception of the Gentile nations into the Kingdom of God, the 
holiness of its members, the cessation of all hostilities, are fea- 
tures which comtantly recur in the Nessianic prophecies. 

2. There are features interwoven with the prophecy which 
lead to a more than human dignity of i h  subject. Even this 
circumstance is of importance here, that the whole earth a p  
peam as the sphere of His dominion. Still more distinctly is 
the human ephere overstepped by the announcement that, under 
Hie government, sin, yea, even all destruction in the outward 
nature is to cease, and the ertrth is to return to the happy 
condition in which i t  was before the fall. According to ver. 
4, He slays the wicked in the whole earth by His mere word, 
4 thing which elsewhere is said of God only ; and according 
to ver. 10, the heathen shall render Him religious reverence. 

3. A f h r e  scion of David is here promised. For m in ver. 
1 must be taken as a. pwteritwrn propheticum, as is evident 
fromitabeing connected with the preceding chapter, which has b 
do with future things, and in which the preterites have a pro- 
phetic meaning ; as also by the analogy of the following pre- 
terites from which this can by no means be separated. But 
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at the time when this prophecy was compoeed, Hezekiah had 
long ago entered upon the government. 

4. The circumstrtnces under which the Prophet makes the 
King appear are altogether different from those at the time of 
Hmkiah. According to ver. 1 and 10, the royal house of 
David would have entirely declined, and sunk into the ob- 
scurity of private life, a t  the time when the Promised One 
would appear. The Messiah is there represented as a tender 
twig which springs forth from the roots of a tree cut down. 
In the circumstance, too, that the atem is not called after 
David, but aRer Jesse, it is intimated that the royal f'amily 
is then to have sunk back into the obscurity of private life. 
This does not apply to Hezekiah, under whom the Davidic 
dynasty maintained its dignity, but to Christ only. Fadim: 
In ver. 1 1 there is an announcement of the return of not only 
the members of the kingdom of the ten tribes, but also of the 
members of the kingdom of Judah from all the countries in 
which they were dispersed. This must refer to a far later 
time than that of Hezekiah ; for at hia time no carrying away 
of the inhabitants of Judah had taken place, This argument 
is oonclueive also agtlinst the false modified Messianic expla- 
nation aa it has been advanced by EwU,  according to which 
the Prophet is supposed to have expected that the Meesiah 
would appear immediately after the judgment upon the Amy- 
r i q  and after the conversion and reform of those in the 
C'hnrch who had been spared in the judgment. The facta 
.mentioned show that between the appearance of the Meesiah, 
and the Present and immediate Future, there lay to the Pro- 
phet s t i l l  a wide interval in which an entire change. of the 
preaent state of things was to take place. Ver. 11 is here of 
special importance. For this verse opera up to us the pros- 
pect of a whole series of ataetrophes to be inflicted upon 
Israel by the world's powers, all of which are already to have 
taken place a t  the time of the King's appea.rance, and which 
lay beyond the historical horizon at the time of the Prophet. 

A certain amount of truth, indeed, liee at  the foundation of 
the explanation which refers the prophecy to Hezekiah. The 
fundamental thought of the prophecy before us : " The exalta- 
tion of the world's power, is a prophecy of its abasement ; the 
abasement of the Davidic Kingdom is 8 prophecy of its exaltsr 
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tion," was, in a prelude, to be realized even a t  that time. But 
the Prophet does not limit himself to these feeble begbbqp. 
He points to the infinitely greater realization of this idea in 
the distant future,' where the abasement should be much 
deeper, but the exaltation a h  infinitely higher. To him whu 
had first, by a living faith, laid hold of Christ's appearance, 
it must be easy, even in the present difficulty, to hope for the 
lower salvation. 

The dietinction between the " political Meaaiah " of the pre 
phecy before us, and "Jesus of Nazarethn+ distinction got 
up by Rationalism-reata chiefly upon the fact that Rntional- 
ism knows Christ as the Son of Man only, and is entirely 
ignorant of His true eternal Kingdom. Hence a prophecy 
which, except the intimation, in ver. 1, of His lowliness at 
first, refers altogether to the glorified Christ, could not but 
appear as inapplicable. But it is just by ver. 4, to which 
they chiefly appeal, that a " political Messiah" is excluded ; 
for to such an one the wor& : " He xmiteth the earth with 
the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lip He 
slayeth the wicked" do not in the least apply. And so like- 
wise vers. 6-9 altogether go beyond the sphere of a political 
Messiah. All  that a t  first eight seem to lead to such an one 
belongs to the imagery which was, and could not fail to be, 
taken from the predecessors and types on the throne of David, 
since Christ was to be represented as He in whom the ~ a v ~ d i c  
Kmgdom attains to its full truth and glory. 

In the whole section, the Redeemer appears as a King. 
This is altogether a matter of course, for He forms the anti- 
thesis to the king of Asshur. It is quite in vain that Unbwit 

'has endeavoured to bring political elements into the descrip 
tion. Thereby the sense is essentially dtered We must keep 
closely in view the Prophet's starting-point. Before those who 
were filled with caxea and feare, lest the Davidic Kingdom 
should be overturned by the bssyrian kingdom, he holds up 
the bright image of the Kingdom of David, in its last corn- 
pletioa When they had received that into their hearts, the 
king of Bsshur could not fail to appear to them in a light 
altogether different, as a miserable wretch. The giant a t  once 
dwindled down into a contemptible dwarf, and with tears still 
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in their eyes they could not avoid laughing at themselves for 
having etood so much in awe of him 

As is commonly the cam in the Messianic prophecies, so 
here, too, no attention is paid to the development of Christ's 
Kingdom in time. Everything, therefore, is fulfilled only as 
to its beginning ; and the complete fulfilment still stands out 
for that future in which, after the fulness of the Gentiles has 
been brought in, and apostate Israel has been converted, the 
ivnsequences of the EaJl s h d ,  in the outward nature also, 1s 
removed. 

Ver. 1. " A d  there cometh forth a twig from the ~ t u m p  of 
.Jmw, and a branch from hie rook shaU bear fruit." 

The circumstane that the words in the first verse are com- 
pleted in the number seven, divided into tbree and four, inti- 
mtes that the Prophet here enters upon the territory of the 
revelation of a mystery of the Kingdom of God Totally dif- 
tjrent-so the Prophet begins--from the fate of Axshur, just 
now proclaimed, shall that of the royal house of David be. 
h h u r  shall be humbled a t  a time when he is most elevated. 
Lebanon falls through the mighty One: but the house of 
David shall be exalted at a time when he is most humbled. 
Who then would tremble and be afraid, although it go down- 
ward ? Luther says : " This is a short summary of the whole 
of theology and of the works of God, that Christ did not come 
till the trunk had died, aud wm altogether in a hopeless COIL- 
dition ; that hence, when all hope is gone, we are to believe 
that it is the time of ealvation, and that God is then nearest 
when He seems to be fasthest oil?' The Beme contrast ap- 
pears in Ezek. xvii 24. The Lord brings down the high tree 
of the world's power, and exalts the low tree of the Davidic 
house. The word y r ~  does not mean " stemn in general, as 
~veral  rationalistic interpretem, and Meier last, have werted, 
hut rather stump, tmvncus, xopp is ,  as Aquih, Symnutchm, 
TI&ttion, translate. !Chis is proved from the following 
reasons : (1) the derivation from ~CI, in Arabic secuit, equiva- 
lent to m, "to cut ofF," chap. ix. 9 ;  x. 33. The D'YU in 
latter pass@ clearly refers to the yn here. Tbe proud trees 
of h h u r  shall be cut down; h m  the cut down trunk of 
David there shall grow up a new tree overshadowing the 
wth, and offering glorious fruits to  them that dwell on it.- 
(2) The ww loquendi. The signification, " stump," is, by 
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the c o k e * ,  required in the two p~sr~ages in which the word 
prj still occura In Job xiv. 8, it is obvioue. The whole pas- 
mge there from vers. 7-9 illustrates the figurative repreeenta- 
tion in bhe verae under review. " For there is hope of a tree ; 
if it be cut h i t  will sprout again, and ita tender branch 
doee not cease. Though the root thereof wax old in the ea r th ,  
and the stump thereof die in the dust, through the mimt of 
waters i t  buds, and brings forth boughs, like one newly 
planted" We have here the figure of our verse carried out. 
That which water ia to the natural tree decaying, the Spirit 
and grace of God are to the dying tree, cut down to the very 
mta, of the Dwidic family. In the second passage, IH. xL 23, 
24, i t  is only by a false interpretation that yrj has been under- 
stood of the stem in " He bringeth princea to no- 
thing, He deatroyeth the kings of the earth They are not 
planted ; they are not sown ; their stump does not take root 
in the earthn The Prophet, having previonaly proved G d s  
elevation over the creature, from the creation and preservation 
of the world, now proves it from the nothingness of all that 
which on earth has the greatest appearance of independent 
power. It coda Him no effort to destroy all earthly p t -  
nem which places itself in opposition to Him. He blows on 
them, and they have disappeared without leaving any trace. 
If Ood's will be not with it, princes will not attain to any 
firm footing and prosperity (they are not planted and sown) ; 
they are like a at-down stem which hrrs no more power to take 
mot in the earth. A tree not planted dries up ; corn not eown 
doea not produce fruit; a cut down tree does not take root. 
- 4 3 . )  The connection. In the second member of the veme 
we read : " A branch from his roots shall bear fruit." Un- 
less we mean to adopt the altogether unsuitable expedient of 
explaining it of a wild twig which shoota forth from the roots 
of a still standing tree, we cannot but think of a stem cut 
down to the very root. Against the opinion of Hendewerk 
who remarks : " An indirect shoot from the root which comes 
forth from the root through the stem ;" and against M&s 
opinion: "The root corresponde with the stem, and both 
together form the living tree," it is decisive, that in ver. 
10, the Meqiah ia simply, and without any mention being 
made of the  tern, designated as mw "a shoot from the 
mot." Farther, chap. liii. 2, where the Messiah is ~epresenkd 
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as a shoot from the root out of a dry ground7(4.) I t  
is only when has the meaning, " stump," that it can be 
accounted for why the of Jesse, and not of David, is spoken 
of--(&) The supposition that the Messiah shall be born at 
the time of the deepest humiliation of the Davidic family, RRer 
the entire loss of the royal dignity, pervadea all the other 
prophetical writings. mat Micah views the Davidic family 
as entirely sunk a t  the time of Christ's appearance, we showed 
in vol L p. 508-9. Compare farther the remarks on Amoe 
i s  1 1, and those on Matth. ii. 2 3 immediately following.- 
Hidzig is obliged to confeas that n~ can designate the cut-off 
stem only; but maintains that Jesse, as an individual long 
ago dead, is designated lu, a cut-off tree. But a p h t  this 
opinion is the relation which, as we proved, exists between 
thk verse m d  the last verses of the preceding chapter; the 
undeniable correspondence of ycr with D * ~ J  in chap. x 33. In 
that case the antithesis also, so evidently intended by the 
Prophet, would be dtogether lost. It is not by any mcsns s 
thing so uncommon, that a man who is already dead should 
have a glorious descendant. To this it may further be added 
that, accurding to this supposition, the circumstance is not all 
accounted for, that Jesse is mentioned, and not David, the 
mynl ancestor, as is done everywhere else. Finally-In this 
very f o r d  explanation, the parallel passages are altogether 
left out of view, in which likewise the doctrine is contained 
that, at the time of Christ's appearance, the Davidic hmily 
should have altogether sunk. The reawn of aJl these futile 
attempta a t  explaining away the sense so evident and obvious, 
is none other than the fear of acknowledging in the prophecy 
an element which goes beyond the territory of patriotic fancy 
and human knowledge. But this dark fear should here eo 
much the more be set aside, that, according to other pltsssge~ 
also, the Prophet undeniably had the knowledge and convic- 
tion that Israel's couree would be more and more downward 
before i t  attained, in Christ, to the full height of its deatiny. 
We need remind only of the prophecies in chap. v, and vi.; 
and it ia eo much the more natural here to compare the latter 
of them, that, in it, in ver. 13, Israel, at the tims of the ap- 

.pearing of the Messianic Kingdom, is represented as a felled 
tree,-a fact which has for its ground the sinking of the 
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David$ race which is here announced. We farther direct 
attention to the circumstance that in our prophecy itself, 
Israel's being canied away into a l l  the countries of the earth 
is foreseen as future,-+ circumstance which is so much the 
more analogous, that there also, as here, the foreknowledge 
clothes itself in the form of the wppoeitb and not of ex- 
press announcement. With regard to the latter point, i t  may 
still be remarked that Amos also, in chap. ix. 11, by speaking 
of the +ing up of the tabernacle of David which is fallen, 
anticipates its future lowliness.-The question still arises :- 
Why is it that the Messiah is here designated as a rod of 
Jesse, while elsewhere, His origin is commonly traced back to 
David 1 Umbreit is of opinion that the mention of Jesse may 
be explained from the Prophet's desire to trace the pedigree as 
fm back as possible; in its apparent extinction, the family of 
the Messiah was to be pointed out as a very okl one. But if 
this had been his intention, he would have gone back beyond 
Jesse to the older ancestors whom the Book of Ruth men- 
tions; and if he had been so anxious to honour the family of 
the Messiah, it would, at all events, have been far more suit- 
able to mention David than Jesse, who was only one degree 
removed from him. The sound view has been long ago given 
by Calvin, who says: " The Prophet does not mention David : 
but rather Jease. For so much was the dignity of that family 
diminished, that it seemed to be a nistic, ignoble family rather 
than a royal one." It was appropriate that that family, upon 
whom was a second time to be fulfilled the declaration in Ps. 
cxiii 7, 8: "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; He 
lifteth up the needy out of the dunghill, that He may set him 
with princes, with the princes of His people,"-in which, the 
second time, the transition should take place from the low 
condition to the royal dignity, should not be mentioued ac- 
cording to its royal but according to its rustic character. 
Thia explanation of the fact is confirmed by the circumstance 
that i t  agrees exceedingly well with the right interpretation 
of fl) : Jesse is mentioned and not David, because the Davidic 
dignity had become a m. The mention of Jesse's name thus 
explained, agrees, then, with the birth of Christ at Ekthlehenl, 
announced by Isaiah's cotemporay, Micah. Christ was to be 
born at Bethlehem, because that residence was pecrlliar to the 
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fmily of David during ik lowliness ; comp. vol. I., p. 508-9.- 
The aecond hemistich of the verse may either be explained : 
' 'a twig from his rook shall bear fruit," or, as agrees better 
with the accents: " a  twig shall from his roots bear h i t . "  
The sense, a t  all events, is: A shoot proceeding from his roots 
(i.e., the cut-off stem of Jesse) shall grow up into a stately 
fruitful tree; or: As a tree cut down throws out from its roots 
a young shoot which, at first inconsiderable, grows up into a 
stately fruit-bearing tree, so from the family buried in con- 
tempt and lowliness, a King shall arise who, at first humble 
and unheeded,' shall afterwards attain to great glory. Parallel 
is Ezek xvii 22-24. The Messiah is there compared to rt 

tender twig which is planted by the Lord on a high hi, and 
sends forth branches and bears fruit, so that all the birds 
dwell in the shadow of its branches.-It hrts now become 
current to explain: " A branch breaks forth or sprouts;" but 
that explanation is against the ueus loquendi. ;n~ is never 
y u i d e n t  to mD " to break forth;" it has only the significa- 
tion "to bear," "to bear fruit," " to be fruitful." Geeenius 
who, in the later editions of his t.ranslation, here explains ; ~ E I  

by, "to break forth," knows, in the T?waurus, of no other 
signification In  the passage of Ezekiel referred to, which may 
be eonsidered as a commentary on the verse before us, r l ~  nwy 
co~~e~ponds to the ,no' here. The change of the tense, too, 
suggesta that ;nw does not contain a mere repetition, but a 
progress. This progress is necessary for the sense of the 
whole verse. For it cannot be the point in question that, in 
general, a shoot comes forth; but the point is that this shoot 
shall attain to. importance and glory. ma* comprehends and 
e~~ in one word that which, in the subsequent vemes of 
the section, is carried out in detail. First, there is the 
bestowal of the Spirit of the Lord whereby He is enabled to 
bear fruit ; then, the fruit-bearing ibeK 

We here subjoin the discussion of the New Testament pas- 
ssge which refem to this verse. 

' Although Umbeit denies it, yet thie ia implied in the deeignation of the 
&shah as a  hoot from the mote. Moreover, the lowliness of the Messiah 
h i d  at His appearance ia a neceesary consequence of the lowliness of His 
family; end it ia a W middle course to acknowledge the latter and deny 
the former. To this may, moreover, be added the parallel paseage Is. liii. 2. 
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ON MATTHEW IL 23. 

Kal i X 6 & v  xaryl'xqar 8 ; ~  d?.rv ?.tyopivr;v ~ a c a p i r  kog 7hjpcu6 
d Pq6h at& rirb rpopqriv, I r r  ~acvpaio~ xXq6iurrar. 

We here premise an investigation as regards the name of 
the town of Nazareth. Since that name occurs in the New 
Testament only, different views might arise as to its ortho- 
graphy and etymology. One view is this: The name was 
properly and originally T#. Being the name of a town, i t  
received, in Aramean, in addition, the feminine termination 
w. And, finally, on account of the original appellative signi- 
fication of the word, a n, the dedgnation of the 8tatu.s e m  
phccticus of feminine nouns in w, was simetimea added We 
have an analogous case in the name Dalm4cnutha, the same 
place which, with the Talmudist, is called tl~b. Compare 
Lighlfoot &ma chorog. Marc. p r m ,  opp. II., p. 41 1 eqq. So 
it is likewise probably that ya&3or6oS, q3 is formed from the , 

masculine 4, d o r m  Our view is that the original name 
was Nezer, that this form of the name was in nee along with 
that which received a n added, and that this n served for the 
designation of the status emphaticue only; or also, if we wish 
to take our stcmd upon the Hebrew form, was a mere harden- 
ing of the n Femin. (either of which suppositions is equally 
suitable for our purpose); and this our view we prove by 
the following arguments : 1. The testimonies of the Jews. 
David de Pornis (in De Dim, critic. m. on M. 11. 23) eays: 
15 T * ~ M  h v  *t) m D'D* n h  ~7 D ~ T D  p ~ r n  %XI I ~ A  N- 
rene is he who is born in the town of Nezer, in W e e ,  three 
days' journey from Jeru,salem." In the Talmud, in Breshilh 1 

Rdba, and in J&t Shimecmi on Daniel, the contemptuous 
name of Bm Nezer, ie., the Nazarene, is given to Christ ; 
compaxe the passages in Buxtmf, k. c. 1383 ; in Light- 
foot, disqui8. chorog. J o h .  pm. opp. I 1  578 sqq,; Ekn- 
?nenger, I., p. 3139. It ia true, Oieeeler (on Ildatth. ii. 23, 
and in the Studien u. Kritiken, 1831, 111. S. 5 9 1) has tried 

, to give a different interpretation to this appellation. He is 
of opinion that this appellation has reference to Is. xi 1 ; 
that it had come to the Jews from the C h r i ~ t i i s ,  who called 

- 
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their Messiah rn p, because He was He who had been pro- 
mised by Isaiah. But this supposition is correct thus far only, 
that, no doubt, this appellation was chosen by the Jewu with 
a reference to the circumstance that the Christians maintained 
that J m e  was the 3 ~ 2  announced by Isaiah, just as, for the 
very same reason, they also assign to Him the names 9 1 ~ ~  w 
" adulterous branch," and my w." nbominable branch " (from 
b xiv. 1 9) ; comp. E h m e r r g e r  I. S. 1 37, 1 38. But & 8 e k  
is wrong in deriving, from this reference to Ia x i  1, the origin 
of the appellation, be i t  properly or mainly only: Against that 
even the very appellation is decisive, for in that case it ought 
to have been Nezer only, and not Be~Nezer.  Gkaeelerr, i t  is 
true, asserts that he in whom a certain prophecy was fulfilled 
is called the " Son of the prophecy," and in confirmation of this 
u r n  loquendi he refers to the circumstance that the p s e u d ~  
Messiah under Hadrian wumed, with a reference to the mu 
in Numb. xxiv. 17, the name mu p or war:, 1% in so far as 
the star there promised h d  appeared in him. But this confir- 
mation is only apparent ; it can aa little be proved from it, that 
Christ could be called Ben-Neze~ because He was He in whom 
the prophecy of the Nezer waa fulfilled, as it can be proved from 
the appellation Ben Nezer that that peudo-Messiah could be 
called Bar Cochba, only because it was believed that in him 
the prophecy of the star was fulfilled. Reland has already 
proved (Geogr. 11. p. 727) that Barwchba pi-obably had that 
name because he wae a native of Cocab, a town or district in 
the country beyond Jordan. And the reason why he laid 
such special stress upon that descent was, that he sought a 
deeper meaning in this agreement of the name of his birth- 
place with the designation of the subject of the prophecy in 
Numb. xxiv. Moreover the supposition that, by the Jews, 
he in whom some prophecy was fulfilled, was called the son of 
that prophecy ; that, eeg., the Messiah, the Servant of God, the 
Prince of Peace were called the Son of the Nwish,  &., is not 
only destitute of all foundation, but is, even in itself, m o ~ t  
improbable. To this must still be added the consideration 
that this interpretation of BmNezer is opposed by the con- 
stant interpretation of the Jews. Jamhi, in a gloss on that 
pessage of the Talmud referred to, explains Ben Nezer by: 
"He who has come from the town of Nazareth." Abarbanel 
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in his book .Majenehajmh,uu, &r having quoted from J& 
Shirmecmi the passage in question, observes : " Remark well 
how they have explained the little horn in Daniel vii 8, of 
the Ben N e m  who is Jesus the Naullrene." From the Lexi- 
con Arwh which forms a weighty authority, Buxtorf quotes : 
" %?on w:, YY:, Nezer, (or Ben Nezer), is the accursed N w  
rene." FinaUy-It could not well be supposed that the Jews, 
in a contest where they heap the most obnoxious blasphemies 
on Christ, should have given Him an honourable epithet which 
they had simply received from the Christians. 

2. The result which we have obtained is confirmed by the 
statements of Christian writem. Even at the time of E w -  
biufl (Hist. Eccles. i 7), and of Jerome, the place was called 
Ntczavu. The latter says : " Nazareth : there exists up to this 
day in, Galilee a village opposite Legio, fifteen miles to the 
east of it, near Mount Tabor, called ATazaran (comp. ReZand i. 
S. 49'7). In Epistol xvii. ad Marcellurn he expressly identi- 
fies the name with Nezer, by saying : " Let us go to Nazareth, 
m d  according to a right interpretation of that name, we shall 
see there the flower of Galilee." 

3. To this may be added, that the Gmtilitia formed from 
Nazareth a n  be explained only when the n is not considered 
as belonging to the original form of, the name. For, in that 
case, it must necessarily be found again in the Gentilitia, just 
as, a.g., from rimy we could not by any means form m y ,  but 
only cnnx!. In the New Testament the two forms ~a[mpa%; 

~a<apqvbg only occur, never the form ~a$crprrahg. Gieffeler has 
felt tbe difficulty which these names present to the common 
hypothesis, but has endeavoured (l. c. p. 592) to remove them 
by the conjecture that this form, so very peculiar, had been 
coined by a consideration of la which the first Christians 
were accustomed to bring into connection with r n n  But 
this conjecture would, at most, be admissible, only if, wit.h 
the Jew8 too, the form rlw were not found throughout with- 
out a n, and if the Ambic form also were not entirely ana- 
logous.' 

Notwithstanding the arguments which we stated in favour of our pro- 
position, that the original form of the name ie iy), Ebrard, +thout even 
attempting to refute them, assumes, in  favour of a far-fetched conjmtnre. 
that the name of the place was writwu m:j (Ifiitirl.. d. Ev. G'whkhte S. M b ,  














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































