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THE PROPHET EZEKIEL.

PRELTMINARY REMARKS.

EzEkEL was a younger contemporary of Jeremiah. He was
among the first that were carried away captive under Jehoiachin.
The spot assigned him as a dwelling place was on the Chaboras,
and there he made his first appearance as a prophetin the midst
of the exiles, in the seventh year before the destruction of Jeru-
salem.! It was not merely in point of time that Eszekiel stood
in this relation to Jeremiah. His prophecies are based upon
those of Jeremiah; and it was probably this fact which after-
wards gave rise to the legend, that Ezekiel was Jeremiah’s
amanuensis. With such thorough individuality as Ezekiel pos-
sessed, this dependence must have been entirely voluntary on
his part. His purpose was evidently to show that his work
rested upon the same foundation as that of the elder ser-
vant of God, and to point out the essential unity of the word of

1 The fifth year after the captivity of Jehoiachin is also called the thirtieth
in the suﬁerscri tion. ~This means undoubtedly the thirtieth year of the
prophet’s life. The period of history is also mentioned, and we find ourselves
involved in hopeless difficulties, as the commentaries of Hirewick and
Hitzig have recently shown, if we interpret it as & general statement of
time. Moreover, it was of peculiar importance in the case of Esekiel that
emphasis should be laid upon the thirtieth ﬁyesr According to the law the
Levites entered upon the duties of their office in the thirtieth year of their

um, iv. 23, 30.) Now Ezekiel was of priestly descent, and his pro-

ecies breath a priestly spirit. He shows himself to be the priest among
the prophets, especially in the description of the new temple with which the
book concludes. In his thirtieth year Ezekiel would legally have commenced
his daties in connexion with the outward temple. From this he was now
far removed ; but at the same period of his life he was called to the service
of the church, the antitype of the outward sanctuary. There was therefore
8 connexion between the year thirty in the case of Esekiel and the same
year in that of John the Baptist and of Christ. ) ,

VOL. IIIL ' . ’ A



2 MESSIANIC PREDICTIONS IN THE PROPHETS.

God, whatever differences might exist among the human mes-
sengers, by whom it was declared.

Ezekiel's sphere of action was a very important one. On the
whole he had a better field assigned him than Jeremiah. By
the providence of God it was just the best portion of the nation,
which had been carried into exile. If we search for the human
causes of this, they are to be found most likely in the fact, that
the ungodly, who despised the predictions of the prophets, were
ready to make any sacrifice for the purpose of obtaining permis-
sion to remain in their own country ; whereas those who feared
God saw clearly, that the destruction of the city was not only
inevitable, but was the indispensable condition of its restoration,
and therefore willingly obeyed the first summons, and went
cheerfully to death, as being the only gate of life. ~Moreover,
the conquerors most likely discovered, that the theocratical prin-
ciple was the mainspring of the nation’s existence, and were
therefore most anxious to carry into exile such as still main-
tained that principle, from a conviction that, if they were out of
the way, the nation would inevitably fall to pieces. That this
was the relation, in which the exiles stood to those who were left
behind, is particularly evident from Jer. xxiv. The former are
there described as the nursery ground, the hope of the kingdom
of God. 8till the distinction was only a relative one. God had
to make Ezekiel's forehead like an adamant, harder than flint,
that he might not fear them, nor be dismayed at their looks;
for they were a rebellious house (chap. iii. 9.) Many of the un-
godly had been carried away against their will, and even those
who feared God dwelt among a people of unclean lips; and
through the increase of iniquity their love had grown cold. The
weak were surrounded by many temptations, which threatened
to destroy the hopes of the kingdom. They had been trans-
ported all at once to the very heart of the heathen world, and
the idolatrous spirit of the age pressed upon them with fearful
force. The long predicted judgment on Judaea was still
delayed. The kingdom of Zedekiah appeared to be firmly
established. The Egyptian alliance still kept alive the hope of
entire restoration. The seducers of the people in Jerusalem
did not lose sight of the exiles, and even found them ready
to assist them. Human hopes gained strength on every hand.

———




PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 3

Soon, it was thought, would the way be opened for a return to
the native land ; and the thought was quickly followed by the
determination to co-operate for that end. But if such a state of
mind should generally prevail, the design of God, who had sent
them into the land of the Chaldsmans for their good, would be
frustrated. As long as they continued to look about for human
methods of deliverance, they would never be able to tread with
earnestness the path of God, which led first through repentance.
To return to the Lord was the task assigned them. When this
was done the return to their own country would as certainly
follow, as that country was the Lord’s own land.—But even
those who had kept aloof from such gross transgressions were
wavering, and needed to be strengthened. There was so much
that seemed to testify that God had quite forgotten them ; they
were entirely cut off from the sanctuary, and dwelt in a foreign
country ; their brethren, who were in possession of the holy land
and temple, treated them with supercilious contempt, and looked
upon possession as a positive proof of right. All this had
brought them very nearly to despair. The Lord, however, now
began to fulfil the good word which he had spoken to the exiles
through Jeremiah (chap. xxiv.); He raised up in their midst
Ezekiel, 8 man who lifted up his voice like a trumpet and
declared to Israel its sins,—whose word fell like & hammer upon
all the pleasant dreams and projects in which it had indulged,
and crushed them to powder,—whose entire appearance furnished
a powerful proof that the Lord was still among his people,—who
. was himself a temple of the Lord, before whom the so-called
temple at Jerusalem, which was still left standing for a little
while, sunk into its own nonentity,—a spiritual S8amson, who
grasped with his powerful arms the pillars of the temple of
idolatry and dashed them to the ground,—a strong, gigantic
nature, fitted for that very reason to contend successfully against
the Babylonian spirit of the age, which revelled in such things
as were strong, gigantic, and grotesque,—standing alone, yet
equal toa hundred pupils from the schools of the prophets. The
extent of his influente may be gathered from the fact, that the
elders of the people were accustomed to assemble in his house to
hear the word of the Lord, as it came through him,—a proof of

a formal and public recognition of his spiritual rank in the
A2



4 MESSIANIC PREDICTIONS IN THE PROPHETS.

colony, and a refutation of the assertion of such men as Hitzig
and Fwald, who would make the prophet a mere writer, who
passed “ a quiet, twilight life, in reading and meditating upon
the law.”

The collection of prophecies is divisible into two parts: those
before the destruction, (chap. i.—xxxii.), and those after the
destruction, (chap. xxxiii.—=xlviii). The main design of the for-
mer was to overthrow the foolish illusions of the people, and to
summon them to repentance as the only road to salvation; that
of the latter, on the other hand, was to ward off despair, by
depicting this salvation before the eyes of the people, in such a
manner as was most adapted to strike the senses, that they might
thus be furnished with a powerful antidote to the visible ¢ircum-
stances, which were inducing despair. '

The threats of Ezekiel, with reference to the immediate future,
contain certain elements of a peculiarly special character ; and
their fulfilment, under the very eyes of the people. constituted a
pledge of the subsequent fulfilment of promises, relating to a
period more remote. 'We may mention, for example, the predic-
tion concerning the fate of Zedekiah in chap. xii. 12 sqq., that
respecting the destruction of the city in chap. xxiv., and the
announcement of the defeat of the Egyptians and Tyrians by
Nebuchadnezzar.

The individual promises, which are scattered throughout the
book, may be combined together so as to form the following
picture. Asthe judicial work of the Lord would net be brought
to an end, till the last remnant of Judah had been carried into
captivity, so would his saving work not cease when a portion
only of the covenant nation had been brought back to the land
of promise. Not Judah alone but Israel also would be restored ;
a prediction which was actually fulfilled, as we learn from Acts
xxvi. 7, Luke ii, 36, and Rev. vii. 4 sqq. During the short
period of their banishment the Lord would still keep his hand
stretched out, to guard his rejected people (chap. xi. 16).
Their deliverance from exile would be followed by still greater
mercy in the appearance of the Messiah. From the family of
David, which had been reduced and entirely bereft of its royal
supremacy, there would come forth, through the miraculous
interposition of the Lord, an exalted king, in whose sovereignty




EZEKIEL, CHAP, X1, 14—21. 5

and protection the nations of the earth would put their trust
(chap. xvii. 22—24). The Lord himself would become the
shepherd of his deserted flock, and feed it through his servant
David (chap. xxxiv. 23—31, xxxvii. 24). The Messiah would
combine the office of high priest with that of a king, and in the
exercise of the latter would exalt the righteousness, which former
rulers had trodden under feet (chap. xxi. 31—32). The people
were to receive the invaluable blessing of the forgiveness of sins
(chap. xxxvi. 25, xxxvii. 23). The Lord would give them a
new spirit, would take away their stony heart and give them a
heart of flesh (chap. xi. 19). By his breath of life he would
rouse them from spiritual death (chap. xxxvii). The kingdom
of God would shine forth with a glory before unknown; as in
the new temple described in chap. xl.—xlviii. A stream of sal-
vation issuing from this temple would renovate the world, which
was dead in sin and wretchedness (chap. xlvii. 1—12). The
Gentiles would be admitted to an equal participation in the fel-
lowship of the kingdom of God (chap. xlvii. 2223 ; compare
Rev. vii. 48qq.). But it would be from Jerusalem, that salvation
would go forth, and into fellowship with it, that the Gentiles would
enter (chap. xvi. 53 sqq.). 8o great would be the fulness of
salvation, that it would avail even for the deepest depravity, and
Sodom might find in it the means of restoration (‘ibid.). The
kingdom of God would be universally victorious over its enemies :
this is shown in the prophecy respecting Goog the king of Magog
(chaps. xxxviii. xxxix.),—a prophecy, which is comprehensive in
its character, Gog representing all future enemies of the king-
dom of God ; compare the Commentary on Rev. xx. 8,

THE SECTION,—CHAP. XI. 14—21.

This section forms part of a still larger division extending
from chap. viii. to xi. In the sixth year after the captivity of
Jehoiachin, which was also the sixth year before the destruction
of Jerusalem, the elderg of the colony were gathered round the
prophet waiting for the Lord to send them a message through
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him, The reason of this desire on their part, and the question
to which they wished for an answer, may be gathered from the
prophecy itself, especially from chap. xi. The fact that the
righteousness of God had not been displayed, so quickly as they
anticipated, in the destruction of Jerusalem, threw them into a
state of perplexity as to their own treatment; and this was in-
creased by the manner in which they were ridiculed by the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, who prided themselves upon their pos-
session of the temple. The prophet is carried in spirit to Jeru-
salem. He has first a vision of the extent and heinousness of
the people’s sins. They are represented as brought into a focus
within and in front of the temple (see Amos ix. 1),' and as cen-
tring in the rulers of the nation, who are introduced ¢n corpore
—namely, seventy of the elders (an ideal representation of the
civil authorities founded upon the seventy elders chosen in the
desert), and twenty-five princes, the leaders of the twenty-four
classes of priests with the high priest at their head,—all serv-
ing strange gods and presenting & most striking contrast to
the rulers of the captives, who were seeking the Lord in his
servant. The difference between the idea and the reality is
seen in the contrast, which existed between the name and the
actions of Jaazaniah, one of the seventy, and probably the lead-

! That this representation bears throughout an ideal character, and that
the whole sin ofp the nation is concentrated in the temple as its spiritual
dwelling place, i evident, from the fact that the civil and ecclesiastical rulers
of the nation are given up in corpore to idolatry (a state of things for which
no historical pmﬂel can be found, and which is extremeli improbable)—
from ver. 8, where Ezekiel is described as having to break a hole in the wall,
before he can get into the room, in which the seventy elders carry on their
idolatrous rites (a description evidently intended to denote the secrecy with
which they were performed ; for if it were interpreted literally, the question
would arise, how did the elders themselves get in !)—from the expression “in
thedark " (ver. 12), that is not in a public q::ce or public assembly,—from the
words “ every one in his chamber,"—and lastly, from the phrase “the ubo-
minations which they commit here" (ver. 17), where the abominations are de-
scribed ideally as committed in the temple, although, strictly spmkmg, they
were committed in the land. The seer beholds the idolatry of Judsh brought
together, as it were, into a single focus. Its universality is represented by
the fact that men and women, elders and priests, are addi to it. The
various forms, under which the world's religion had forced its way into the
midst of the people of God, is shown in the fact that Babylonian, Egyptian, and
Medo-Porsian idolatry are found there side by side. The influence of the
Babylonian religion, which was represented by the statue of Baal, arose from
the fact that Babylon was the threatening empire, whose deities it was
desirable to Propitiaw; that of the Egyptian from the fact that Egypt was
the natural ally of Judah.
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ing man among them. ‘The man whose name is “ God per-
ceives ” says to his companions (ver. 12): ‘ Jehovah sees us
not, Jehovah has forsaken the land.”—The description of the
sin is followed by that of the punishment, the certainty and
extent of the latter being determined by the former. The judg-
ment falls first of all upon individuals. The prophet sees how the
avenging angels, with the angel of the Lord at their head, are
sent forth from Jehovah, who is enthroned above the Ark of the
Covenant,—a sign that the judgment is a theocratical one,—and
how, having commenced their work with the elders, in the most
unsparing manner they bring destruction upon all the rest. The
dress of the angel of the Lord shows him to be the antitype of
the earthly high-priest, the mediator between God and the
people. (On the expression clothed in linens, myyy gMab consult
Lev. xvi. 4, 23; the former verse especially serves to explain
the plural v, as all the different articles of clothing worn by
the high-priest are there described as being made of linen). The
task of marking the righteous in their foreheads and preserving
“them safe in the midst of the destruction is assigned to him
alone ; at the same time he is also the leader of the six avenging
angels. In chap. ix. the judgment on men is brought to a close,
In chap. x. red hot coals are scattered over Jerusalem, and the
city is burned to the ground. With chap. xi. the scene com-
pletely changes. The twenty-five * princes of the people” in
ver. 1 are different from the twenty-five representatives of the
priesthood in chap. viii. 11. Like the seventy in chap. viii.
they are ideal representatives of the civil magistrates of the
people, two for each tribe and a president. The axe is laid at
the root of the rulers of the nation, and yet the prophet still hears
them talking presumptuously. It is not near, to build houses,!
they say, it is the cauldron and we are the flesh” (chap. xi. 3).
Thus they ridicule the words of the prophets, who had told them

1 These words may be rendered interrogatively, “is it not near to build
houses 7’ (com 8. ix. 10, where the infatuated inhabitants of Samaria
say : ' the bricks have fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones'’), and
this rendering is favoured by the introduction of the name Benaish.  The
thoughts of the men are incorporated in their own names and those of their
fathers. It is evident from v. 7 that the words, it is the cauldron and we
are the flesh” can only mean, that they expect to keep possession of the
city. :















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































