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T H E  P R O P H E T  E Z E K I E L .  

PRELTMINABY REMARKS. 

EZEKIEL ~ 8 8  a younger contemporary of Jeremiah. He was 
among the h t  that were carried away captive under Jehohhin, 
The spot wiped him aa a dwelling place was on the Chrsbom, 
and there he made his fit& appearance as a prophet in the mid& 
of the exiles, in the seventh year before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem.' It wae not merely in point of time that Ezekiel atood 
in this relation to Jeremiah. His propheciee are based upon 
those of Jeremiah ; and it was probably thia fact which after- 
wards gave rise to the legend, that Ezekiel was Jeremiah's 
amannensie. With such thorough individuality ss Ezekiel poe- 
eeeeed, this dependem must have been entirely volmtary on 
hie part. His purpose was evidently to show that his work 
re&d upon the same foundation aa that of the elder ser- 
vant of God, and to point out the essential unitg of the word of 

1 The fifth year sfbr the captivity of Jehoiaahin ia sbo called the thirtieth 
in the eu recri tion. This means undoubtedl~ the thirtieth year of the 
p p h e t k  Ge. &e period of biatary ia .la rnenhoned, and rn find oareelvea 
~nrolved in hopeless di&ndtiea, es the oommenteria of Hi~ardck and 
Hitzig have rwmtly down, if we interpret it  ae a g e n d  etatsment of 
time. Momver, it  WM of peonliar importance in the cam of Exekiel th& 
e m p U  ahould be hid upon the thirtieth ear. A d n g  to the lsw the 
Levitea e n t a d  upon the dutiea of their o d e  in the thirtieth year of thd. 

(Num. iv. 23, 30.) Now Ecekiel WM of priedy deecent, and his pro- 
rmtw breath a p r i d y  lpirit. He mhowa him& to be the p i a t  m o n g  
the propheb, esPea;elly in the deecription of the new tem le with whioh the 
book oonoludea In hi8 t h i i t h  y h k i e l  would le& &re commend 
hi8 dutiee in connexion with the ?utward tem le. h m  thia he rn now 
far removed ; but st the aame od of hir d he wae a ~ e d  to the servim 
of m-on the church, btwean the antit p of $n e outward aan~tuary. There ry therefore 

e year thirty in the aw, of EmEd and the m e  
year in that of John the Buptist and of Chrirt. . . VOL. 111. ' A 



2 m A N I C  PKEDIOTIONS IN THE PBOPHETS. 

God, whatever differences might exist among the human me+ 
sengers, by whom it was declared. 

Ezekiel's sphere of adion was a very important one. On the 
whole he had a better field assigned him than Jeremiah. By 
the providence of God it was just the beet portion of the nation, 
which had been caxried into ede .  If we search for the human 
muses of this, they are to be found most likely in the fact, that 
the ungodly, who despised the predictions of the prophets, were 
ready to make any sacrifice for the purpose of obtaining permis 
sion to remain in their own country ; whereas those who feared 
Qod saw clearly, that the destruction of the city was not only 
inevitable, but was the indispensable conditiou of its restoration, 
and therefore willingly obeyed the W aummons, and went 
cheerildly to death, as being the only gak of life. Moreover, 
the conquerors most likely diecovered, that the theocratical prin- 
ciple was the mainspring of the nation's existence, and were 
therefore mod anxioue to carry into exile such as atill main- 
tained that principle, fiom a conviction that, if they were out of 
the way, the nation would inevitably Ml to pieces. That this 
was the relation, in which the exiles stood to thoee who were left 
behind, is particularly evident from Jer. mriv. The former are 
there described aa the nursery ground, the hope of the kingdom 
of God. Still the distinction was only a relative one. God had 
to make Ezekiel's forehead like an adamant, harder than flint, 
that he might not fear them, nor be dismayed at their looke ; 
for they were a rebellious house (chap. iii. 9.) Many of the un- 
godly had been wried away against their will, and even those 
who feared God dwelt among a people of unclean lips ; and 
through the increase of iniquity their love had grown cold. The 
weak were eurrounded by many temptations, which threatened 
to destroy the h o p  of the kingdom. They had been trans- 
ported all at once to the very heart of the heathen world, and 
the idohtrow spirit of the age pressed upon them with fd 
force. The long predicted judgment on Judaea was atill 
delayed. The kingdom of Zedekiah appeared to be firmly 
established The Eggptian allianoe still kept alive the hope of 
entire redoration. The seducers of the people in Jerusalem 
did not lose sight of the exilw, and even found them ready 
to aeaist them. Human hopes gained strength on every hand. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 3 

b n ,  it was thought, would the way be opened for a return to 
the native land; and the thought was quickly followed by the 
determination to co-operate for that end. But if such a state of 
mind should genedy prevail, the design of God, who had sent 
them into the land of the C h a l k n s  for their good, would be 
frustrated. As long aa they continued to look about for human 
methocis of deliverance, they would never be able to tread with 
earnestness the path of God, which led fist  through repentance. 
To return to the Lord was the task assigned them. When this 
was done the return to their own country would as certainly 
follow, as that country waa the Lord's own land.-But even 
those who had kept aloof from such gross transgressions were 
wavering, and needed to be strengthened. There was so much 
that seemed to testify that Gtod had quite forgotten them ; they 
were entirely cut off from the sanctuary, and dwelt in a foreign 
country ; their brethren, who were in posaes~ion of the holy land I 

and temple, treated them with supercilious contempt, and looked 
upon possession as a positive proof of right. All  this had 
brought them very nearly to despair. The Lord, however, now 
began to fulfil the good word which he had spoken to the exiles 
through Jeremiah (chap. xxiv.) ; He raised up in their midst 
Ezekiel, a man who lifted up hie voice like a trumpet and 
declared to Israel its sins,-whose word fell like a hammer upon 
all the pleasant dreams and projects in which it had indulged, 
and crushed them to powder,-whoee entire appearance furnished 
a powerful proof that the Lord was &ill among his people,-who 
was himaelf a temple of the Lord, before whom the so-called 
temple at Jerusalem, which was still left standing for a little 
while, sunk into its own nonentity,-a spiritual Samson, who 
grasped with his powerful arms the pillars of the temple of 
idolatry and dashed them to the ground,-+ strong, gigantic 
nature, fitted for that very reason to contend s u c d u l l y  against 
the Babylonian spirit of the age, which revelled in such thinga 
aa were strong, gigantic, and grotesque,--standing alone, yet 
equal to a hundred pupils from the scliools of the prophets. The 
extent of his influenee may be gathered from the fact, that the 
elders of the people were accustomed to assemble in his house to 
hear the word of the Lord, aa it came through him,- proof of 
a formal and public recognition of his spiritual rank in the . 

A 2 
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colony, ttnd a refutation of the aseertion of such men as Hitbig 
and Ewald, who would make the prophet a mere writer, who 
peaeed " a quiet, twilight life, in reading and meditating upon 
the law." 

The collection of prophecies is divisible into two parta : those 
before the destruction, (chap. i.-xxxii.), and those aRer the 
destruction, (chap. xxxiii.-xlviii). The main deeign of the for- 
mer was to overthrow the foolish illusions of the people, and to 
summon them to repentance as the onlx road to salvation ; that 
of the latter, on the other hand, was to ward off deepair, by 
depicting this ealvation before the eyea of the people, in such a 
manner as was mod adapted to strike the senses, that they might 
thus be furnished with a powerful antidote to the visible circum- 
etsncea, which were inducing delrpair. 

The threats of Ezekiel, with reference to the immediate future, 
contain certain elemente of a peculiarly special character; and 
their h.llkent, under the very eyes of t,he people, constituted a 
pledge of the subsequent fulfilment of promises, relating to a 
period more remote. We may mention, for example, the predic- 
tion concerning the fate of Zedekiah in chap. xii. 12 qq., that 
respecting the destruction of the city in chap. xxiv., and the 
announcement of the defeat of the Egyptians and Tyriana by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

The individual promisee, which are scattered throughout the 
book, may be combined together so as to form the following 
picture. As the judicial work of the Lord would not be brought 
to an end, till the laet remnant of Judah had been carried into 
captivity, eo would bie saving work not cease when a portion 
only of the covenant nation had been brought back to the land 
of promise. Not Judah alone but Israel also would be restored ; 
a prediction which was actually fulfilled, as we learn from Acts 
xxvi. 7, Luke ii. 36, and Rev. vii. 4 sqq. During the short 
period of their banishment the Lord would still keep his h a d  
stretched out, to guard bie rejected people (chap. xi. 16). 
Their deliverance from exile would be followed by still greater 
mercy in the appearance of the Messiah. From the f d y  of 
David, which had been reduced and entirely bereft of its royal 
supremacy, there would come forth, through the miraculous 
interpsitiou of the Lord, an exalted king, in whose sovereignty 



and protection the nations of the earth would put their trust 
(chap. xvii. 22-24). The Lord himeelf would become the 
shepherd of hie deserted flock, and feed it through his servant 
David (chap. xxxiv. 23--31, xrurvii. 24). The Meseiah would 
combine the o5ce of high priest with that of a king, and in the 
exercise of the latter would exalt the righteoueness, which former 
rulers had trodden under h t  (chap. xxi. 31-32). The people 
were to receive the invaluable blessing of the forgiveness of sine 
(chap. xxxvi. 25, xxxvii. 23). The Lord would give them a 
new spirit, would take away their stony heart and give them a 
heart of flesh (chap. xi. 19). By his breath of life he would 
rouse them from spiritual death (chap. xxxvii). The kingdom 
of Gtod would ahine forth with a glory before unknown ; as in 
the new temple described in chap. xl.-xlviii. A &e&m of d- 
vstion islnring from thie temple would renovate the world, which 
was dead in sin and wretchedness (chap. xlvii. 1-12). The 
Gentiles would be admitted to an qual participation in the fel- 
lowship of the kingdom of Gtod (chap. xlvii. 22-23 ; compare 
Rev. vii. 4 sqq.). But it would be from Jerusalem, that ealvation 
would go forth, and into fellowship with it, that the Gentiles would 
enter (chap. xvi. 53 qq.). So great would be the fulnesa of 
salvation, that it would avail even for the deepest depravity, and 
Sodom might find in it the means of reatoration (ibid.). The 
kingdom of God would be univerdy victorious over its enemies : 
thie is shown in the prophecy respecting Qog the king of Magog 
(chaps. xxxviii. xxxix.) ,--a prophecy, which is comprehensive in 
ita character, Qog representing all future enemiea of the king- 

' 

dom of God ; compare the Commentary on Rev. xx. 8. 

THE SECTION.-CHAP, XI* 14-21. 

Thie section forms part, of a still larger division extending 
from chap. viii. to xi. In the sixth year after the captivity of 
Jehoiachin, which waa also the sixth year before the dehct ion 
of Jerusalem, the elder9 of the colony were gathered round the 
prophet waiting for the Lord to send them a mesmge through 
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him. The reaeon of thb desire on their part, and the queation 
to which they wished for an answer, may be gathered from the 
prophecy itself, especially from chap. xi. The fact that the 
righteousness of God had not been displayed, so quickly as they 
anticipated, in the destruction of Jerusalem, threw them into a 
atate of perplexity as to their own treatment ; and this was in- 
creased by the manner in which they were ridiculed by the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, who prided themaelves upon their poe- 
sesaion of the temple. The prophet is carried in spirit to Jeru- 
d e m .  He has h t  a vision of the extent and heinousness of 
the people's sins. They are represented as brought into a focus 
within and in front of the temple (see Amos ix. I),' and aa cen- 
tring in the rulers of the nation, who are introduced in c o p r e  
-namely, seventy of the elders (an ideal representation of the 
civil authorities founded upon the seventy elders choeen in the 
deaert), and twenty-five princes, the leaders of the twenty-four 
c b  of' prieete with the high prieet at their head,--all serv- 
ing dmmge gods and presenting a most striking contrast to 
the rulers of the captives, who were seeking the Lord in his 
servant. The difference between the idea and the reality is 
seen in the contrast, which exiated between the name and the 
actions of Jaamniah, one of the seventy, and probably the lead- 

1 That this re resentekion beam throughout an ideal chafaater, and that 
the whole sin o?the nation is concentrated in the temple u it. s iritual 
dwelling place, is evident, from the fact that the oivil m d  e c c l e s i ~ t i ~ r u l o n  
of the nation are 'ven up in eorpore to idolatry (a state of things for which 
no historid p d & l  can be fomd, and which is extreme1 improbable)- 
from ver. 8, when Ezekiel is described u having to brcak e tole ln the wall, 
before he can get into the mom, in which the seventy elders carry on their 
idolntroua rites (a description evidently intended to denote the secrecy wlth 
whioh they were rrformed ; for if it were in te~re ted  literally, the guestion 
would arise, how id the elders themselvee get in /)--from the expreee~on "in 
the dark " (ver. 12), that is not in a public lnoe or ublic aasembly,-from the 
word. every on0 in hie c h a m b e r l " ~ d % t l y l  k m  the p h n a  "the u b e  
minations which they commit k c  " (ver. 17), where the abominations are d e  
scribed ideally as committed in the tem le, although, strictly Ygl they were committed in the hnd. l'he ar &holds the idolatry of udsh brought 
together, nu it were, into r single focus. It. unived i ty  is re resented by 
the fnct that men and women, eldem and priag ure d d i d a B b  it. The 
various forms, under which the world's rehgion had forced its way into the 
midst of the p p l c  of God, is &own in the fact that Babylonian, Egyptian, end 
Medo-Pcrsian idolatry are found there eide by eide. The influence of the 
Babylonian religion, which wrur represented by the statue of Bad, arose from 
the fa& that Babylon was the threatening empire, whose deiticu it  was 
deoirrrble to ropitiata; that of the Egyptian from the fact that Egypt WM 
the nntlmi of suaah. 



EZEKIEL, CHAP. XI. 14--21. 7 

ing man among them. 'The man whom name is " Gtod per- 
ceivea" says to his companions (ver. 12) : " Jehovah sees us 
not, Jehovah has forsaken the land."-The description of the 
sin is followed by that of the punishment, the certainty and 
extent of the latter being determined by the former. The judg- 
ment falls first of all upon individuals. The prophet Bees how the 
avenging angels, with the angel of the Lord at their head, are 
sent forth from Jehovah, who is enthroned above the Ark of the 
Covenant,--+ sign that the judgment is a theocratical onq-and 
how, having commenced their work with the elders, in the most 
unsparing manner they bring destruction upon all the rest. The 
dress of the angel of the Lord shows him to be the antitspe of 
the earthly high-priest, the mediator between God and the 
people. (On the expression clothed in linens, ~ v n  'IZY115 consult 
Lev. xvi. 4, 23; the former verse especially serves to explain 
the plural bm, ~8 all the different articles of clothing worn by 
the high-priest are there described aa being made of linen). The 
tssk of marking the righteow in their foreheads and preserving 

-them safe in the midst of the destruction i s  assigned to him 
alone ; at the same time he is a h  the leader of the six avenging 
angels. In chap. ix. the judgment on men is brought to a close. 
In chap. x. red hot w l s  are scattered over Jerusalem, and the 
city is burned to the ground. With chap. xi. the scene com- 
pletely changes.. The twenty-five " princea of the people" in 
ver. 1 are different from the twenty-five repreeentatives of the 
priesthood in chap. viii. 11. Like the seventy in chap. viii. 
they are ideal representatives of the civil magistrates of the 
people, two for each tribe and a premdent. The axe is laid at 
the root of the rulers of the nation, and yet the prophet st i l l  hewe 
them tslking presumptuously. " I t  is not near, to build houses,' 
they say, it is the cauldron and we are the fleah" (chap. xi. 3). 
Thua they ridicule the worda of the prophete, who had told them 

1 Thew worde ma be rendered interro@vely, "ia it not near to build 
ho-?" (mm fa. ix. 10, where the mnfahuated inhabitant. of &maria 
a a ~  : the bricEave fallen down, but we will build with h e m  atoneel'), md 
thu renderin ia favoured by the ~ntroduction of the name Benaiah. The 
thoaghta of t ie  men are inmrporatod in the* o m  nunee md &a* of their 
Esfhers. It is evident from v. 7 that the worda, "it is the cauldron and we 
are the fleeh" can only mean, that they e x p t  to keep posaeesion of the 
city. 
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But thie is by no means the case, and even Ooel is never applied 
to a relation as such, but only so far as he is a (3x1. Thus, for 
example, we find in 1 Kings xvi. 11, " and he smote all  the 
house of Baasha-and hie Chalim," which Miciraetis explains 
thus : " the avengem, that they might not avenge the slaughter I 
of their relations.'-In Num. v. 8 (where reference is made to 
the case of a person who haa i n j u r i  another, but is unable to 
render him personal compenaation), we find the expression, " If 
the man has no b l ,  to whom to give the compensation." The 
Gtoel had not only obligations, but rights, as his brother's vindex 
he had the right huereditatem g'w &bi vindicandi. The suffix 
is used in comexion with the compound notion, thy redemption- 
men--equivalent to the men, whoee redemption is both thy duty 
and thy right.-The Lord aasurea Ezekiel that the brethren 
alone are the whole house of Israel, in opposition to ver. 13, 
where the prophet had just spoken of the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem as Israel (6. chap. ix. 8.) (the whole) serves the 4 same purpose as the repetition of " t y brethren." It shows 
that the previoue col (all) was employed quite eeriody, and that 
the word is to he taken in its atridest sense. On jyn, be far, 
Calvin remarks : " i t  ought not properly to be rendered as an 
imperative, but the words ahould be understood thus: as they 
depart to a distance from the sanctuary, the land will remain aa 
our inheritance." But the sense is weakened by this explanation. 
The imperative must be rendered with strid literality. The 
hypocrites look upon departure from the county of the Lord, as 
a poeitive declaration of departure from the Lord himself, and 
on the other hand consider their own residence in the land, as a 
practical demonstration that they are near to Him. From this 
h i n t  of view it is that they out to their brethren, "away 
with you from the Lord, to us the land is given for a posseasion." 
They are excited with a kind of holy jealousy at the thought, 
that such unholy men might possibly lay claim to have a portion 
and inheritance in the Lord, and consequently in his country 
also. But in the position, which they thus assume towards 
their brethren, that is, towards the house of Israel, they bear 
their own testimony, that they are not brethren in the true sense 
of the word, and do not belong to the houae of Israel. 

Ver. 16. " Z'hmwfwe my : thus enith the Lord JeRovah: I 
1 
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b e  indeed removed them to a dietame anong the heathen a d  
scclttered them in the lands, hut I w&U be to them for a short 

. Oime a 8 m t m y  in the countria whitirer they h u e  come." 
The word " therefore" refers to the contemptuous language of 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The "therefore" in ver. 17  is 
co-ordinate with it. In  the present caae the antithesis has 
reference to their aeeertion, as to the distance of the others from 
the Lord himself; in ver. 17, to their declaration that they were 
excluded from the land of the Lord. The very opposite to the 
former is actually the caae now, and the opposite to the latter 
will be witnessed very soon. p, which must necesearily be an 
explanatory particle, mppoaes a clause to be introduced to this 
effect : " they are right in a certain aen.., they do not speak 
entirely without a resson, far I have certainly, &c." In sub- 
dmce.it ie equivalent to our word " indeed," (I have indeed, h.) 
But whilst the fact is admitted, the conclueion drawn from it ie 
denied. They wy : " therefore the Lord is far from them." 
The Lord, sap : " therefore I am, or become, unto them a 
sanctuary." The outward removal, so far as everything essential 
is concerned, is really the means of approximation. They have 
indeed lost the temple of the Lord, but the Lord himself htw 
become their temple. By theae worda the prophet puts an end 
to the triumph of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who imagine 
that the posseasion of the temple is equivalent to the possession 
of W, aria alleviates the pain of the captives, who fancy that 
the logs of the temple involvea the lose of God. What made 
the temple a sanctuary was the presence ,of Gal. Wherever 
thia may be, there is the sancturtry ; where it is not, there 
can be no temple but only a heap of wood and etones. This 
announcement is afterwar& completed, by the prophet seeing 
the glory of the Lord depart from the temple at Jerusalem. We 
have here the germ, which we find afterwards expanded into a 
tree, with all its branches, twigs, leaves and flowers, in the 
dwription of theLkingdom of God in its new form and glorioue 
msnifeeCation, contained in chap. xl.-xlviii. In Isaiah viii. 14, 
the Lord is referred to in the same t e r n ,  as the sanctuary of 
Israel. And according to Rev. xxi. 22, in the New J d e m  
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb we the temple of it. 
" If the union of God with  hi^ people formed the eseence of the 
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eanduary, the coming of Christ must have borne the same 
relation to the sanctuary as the body to the shadow." The c a p  
tivity, during which, even under the Old Tedament, the union 
was maintained independently of its outward representation in 
the temple, p r e p a d t h e  way for the coming of ~hriat ,  by which 
the temple wae permanently set aside. ie to be taken se a 
particle of time,pauliclper, for a little while. If the Lord waa really 
the sanctuary of the people in their captivity, the proof of this 
would n e d y  appear in the fact, that they were soon brought 
back from their exile. Canaan was &ill the land of the covenant ; 
and the preeence of the Lord among hie people at a distance from I 1 
that land could only be a temporary thing. It was neceaeay, there- I 

fore, to add " for a little while," if what had been declared to be 
even then the case, was to be relied upon as true. The expression, 
" in the countries whither they have come," points to the ht 
that the day will. come when the Lord will again be the sanc- 
tuary of the people on their native mil, in the land of promiee ; 
and therefore preparea the way for the contents of ver. 17 eqq. 
But in what way did the Lord prove himself to be the sanctuary 
of the people in their captivity 3 First of all by sending the 
prophet himself. By giving them a preacher of repentance and 
salvation, and especially one so richly endowed, he furnished 
them at  once with a token, that hie favour had not been with- 
drawn from the nation. The prophet was in an inferior a e w  
what the Saviour was in the highest of all aenses, a temple of 
God. For that which made the temple itself into a temple, the 
preaence of God, dwelt in him. Again he proved thie in many 
other and divers ways ; for example, by the outward protection 
which he afforded them,-by the alleviation of their sderinge 
(they did not lose their national independence altogether, but 
retained their elders even in their captivity),-by inward conso- 
latiom,-by the epirit of grace and supplication, which he 
poured out upon those who could receive it, and which changed 
the stony h& into a heart of flesh,--and by the preparatiow, 
which he began to make even then, for their subsequent return. 
During the whole period of the captivity hie providence wae I 

engaged in bringing about the requhite circumstances ; every 
event that transpired, such as the elevation of Daniel, the down- 
fall of the Babylonian power and the nee d that of Penis,' 



pointed to this end. How d8erent wae the Babylonian exile 
from that of the present day I In the latter there are no igna 
of the presence of God. The nation can do nothing but cele- 
brate memorial festivals and dream of the future. Between the 
remote paat and the remote future there lies an enormous barren 
waste, a whole Sahara In the former the thoughtful observer 
may diecern traaea on every hand of the loving csre of God, 
even in their deepest depression, and find pledgee innumerable 
of their continued election and future glory. 

Ver. 17. " Therefore 8 y  : t h  8aitA the Lord Jehovah, a d  
I g d k  you from th ncctiolee, cMzd wemble you out of the 
d&, w h i t k  ye have beem ecattet.ed, and I give you the lurid 
0 f Imd."  
!I% Lord Jelwvah : a proof that the promise is made by the 

Almighty and True. The words " and I will gather you" are 
intended to show, that this blessing is a continuation and c o w  
quence of the former one. That the promise of redoration was 
not entirely accomplished under Zerubbe,bel,-since the Canaan 
into which the people entered at that time was not the country 
of the Lord in the full senee of the word,-in other word, that 
the promise contains a Messianic element, ie a fact that hardly 
needs to be mentioned after our previous discueeione. If the 
prophet apparently promiees return to none, but those who were 
then in captivity, and threatern those, who were s t i l l  in J n h ,  
with destruction, we naturally suppose the contrast to be drawn ' 
between the two distinct bodies of men, and not to refer to every 
individual. Otherwise, when we find the exilea described in 
ver. 15 as the whole of Israel, we should be forced to the conclu- 
sion that Jeremiah was not " an Israelite indeed." The sense 
of the psesage must be completed from ver. 9, where it is dated 
that even in Jerusalem there were some, who were the objed~ oi 
the protecting care of the Lord, although they could not ward 
off the destruction of the polluted city. 

Ver. 18. "And they come t A i t J w ,  and take away aU t?k 
detcetabk thing8 t h f ,  cM1& Cd th4 c l b o m ~ ~ t ~  thereof 
thence.'' 

V e m m  nays : " They began immediately after their return, 
but did not finiRh for a long time afterwards, namely, in the 
time of the Maccabees, when they deetroyed idolatry on every 
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hand throughout the whole land, and propagated the true reli- 
gion even among the Samaritans and Idumeans." But the Jnieh- 
ing was of a peculiar kind. The external removal of the things, 
by which the land of the Lord had been defiled, was only thought 
of by the prophet, so far as it was the result of the unconditional 
eurrender of the heart to the Lord. This is evident from the close 
connexion between the conduct of the people and the gift, of the 
Lord, mentioned in the following verse, from which that conduct 
eprang. That Satsm should drive out Satan, or a rehed system 
of idolatry (even Jehovah can become an idol) m&e war upon 
one of a grosser khd, is a matter of no religious importance, and 
therefore does not come within the range of the prophecy, any 
more than a change of fashion in articles of dress. I t  is also evi- 
dent, therefore, that the outward removal of idols in the period 
immediately following the restoration and in the time of the Mac- 
cabees, is included in the prophecy, only eo h as God himself was 
the primP;um mavens on those occasions. But this can only be 
regarded aa a very small beginning. The prophecy, in all that 
is essential, is Mesdnic. How little ground there is, for apply- 
ing the term " finished" to the periods referred to, may be seen at 
once from the outward condition of the people between the resto- 
ration and the corning of Christ. Their conduct may be gathered 
from their condition. If the idols had all been banished from the 
country along with the idolatrous images, the people would have 

' had some ground for charging God with unfaithfulness, in not 
performing his promises. 

Ver. 19. " A d  I give them a hart and a new qiri t  Cto 
their inward parta, and I take away the hemt of done out 
of their @h and give them a Aeart of je~h.'' 

The promise of the prophet is founded entirely upon Deut. 
xxx. 1 sqq. This is a pure renovatioa The circumstances 
foreseen by Moses have now arrived. The people of the Lord 
are in exile, and therefore the words of consolation, which were 
also spoken by ,his servant, recover their force. Compare espe- 
cially vers. 5, 6 : " and the Lord thy God bringeth thee into the 
land which thy fathers poasessed, and thou possessest it, and he 
doeth thee good, and multiplieth thee above thy fathers. And 
the Lord thy God circumciseth thy heart, and the heart of thy 
sced, that thou love the Lord thy Gtod with all the heart and with 



all the soul.". The circumcision of the heart, and the removal of 
all its impuritiea-of which outward circumcision was both the 
type and pledg-e here represented as the substitution of a 
heart of flesh for one of stone. The words, " I will give you a 
heart, show that the people will seek the Lord with one acwrd, in 
direct contrast to the present state of affairs, in which only a few 
scattered individuals have turned to the Lord. The whole nation 
approaches the Lord like one man. There is a p d e l  paasage 
in Jer. xxxii. 39 : " And I give them one heart and one way to 
fear me continually." Zephaniah also says (iii. 9) " they serve 
the Lord with one shoulder." And in Acts iv. 32 we find 7oir 

SB ?rX@ow T&V ~rur~svucivrcuv 3v  4 rrapSia aal3 +q+ pla. The 
opinion expressed by several commentators, and among the last 
by Hchmieder, that the oneness of the heart represents its upright- 
ness and undivided state, cannot be sustained ; on the contrary 
the Btanding expression for this is &j >5, The oppotite to 
the one heart is described in Is. liii. 6 ;  " we turned every one. 
to his own way." In the natural state there are as many We- 
rent dispositions as hearts ; God makes all hearts and dispositions 
one. There can only he " one heart," where there is a " new 
apirit." The old spirit always produces distraction. The heart 
of flesh in contradistinction to the heart of done (the expresmone 
are pecixliar to Ezekiel) denotes a tender heart susceptible of im- 
pression from the mercy of God. The fact, that the heart of 

. 
man is only rendered so by the mercy of Gad, is a proof of ite 

'natural condition. So far as divine things are concerned, it is by 
nature as hard and unimpresaible as a mne ; the word of God 
and the outward dealinga of hie providence psss over it and leave 
no trace behind. The latter, indeed, may crush it, but not 
break it ; not only do the fragments continue hard, but the 
hardness even increases. The spirit of God alone can produce 
a soft and broken heart. For a parallel in words eee chap. d. 
26 ; for one in sense see Jer. xxxi. 33 (compare the remarks on 
this passage). 

Ver. 20. " That thy  may walk in my statute%, and keep mine 
ordi7uznm, CMld dO them ; and they become my people and I 
become tlteir God." 

This passage is founded upon Lev. xxvi. 3 : " if ye walk in 
my statutes, and keep my commandments and do them (vm. 4), 
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I will give you rain in due eeason, kc.-(and after e long lbt of 
blessings the whole is summed up in ver. 12), I will be your 
God and ye shall be my people ;" see Jer. xxxi. 33. I t  is through 
the operation of Gtod alone, that the covenant nation becomes a 
covenant nation in it8 conduct, that the name of God is mdi- 
fied in it, and his will accomplished therein ; and where this has 
once taken place, where the vocation of the covenant-people haa 
been fultilled in this respect, the rest n e c e ~ ~ d y  follows : the 
nation becomes his nation in its condition, Gtod is aandified 
in it and becomea its portion with the whole fulnw of his bless- 
ings. 

Ver. 21. " But m for t h e ,  wh8e htwt walketh qfter the heart 
of their &etee~b things and their abornin&th, I wiU recum- 
pewe their way qxm their oum bade, eaith the Lord J e h d . "  

In conclusion, those who through their own fault do not receive 
the prerequisite of mercy, the new heart, and therefore do not 
walk in the commasdments of God, are expressly excluded from 
the mercy iW Even in the people of the new covenant there 
is s t i l l  a corrupt cnlbstratum ; even among them a new pbject 
presents iteelf for the exercise of the justice of God. " Walking 
according to the heart of the idols " is opposed to walking accord- 
ing to the heart of God. Whether the idols have any outward 
exkknce, or not, does not d e c t  the question. It is enough that 
their eseential characteristic, sin, is really there. The idols are 
merely the pep80nification, or objective expmaion of sin. 

# 

THE SECTION.-CHAP. XVI. 68-63 

Jerusalem hae acted even worse than %ma& and Sodom. 
Called to he the ruling power over the heathen world, she has 
fallen into heatheninm herself, and thus has shown baae ingrati- 
tude towards the Lord, who had compassion on her misery in 
the time of her youth and so richly adorned her with his @I. 
As she has inwardly placed herself on a level with Sodom and 



Samaria, she is also to become theif companion in misery, ver. 1 
-52. 

But this is not the end of the ways of God. Jerusalem is not 
left in misery, because of the covenant made with her in the 
time of her youth; and Samaria and Sodom are not left in 
misery, becauee they are even less guilty than Jerusalem, and 
may therefore share with her in the saving mercy of God, which 
must work all in all. Salvation goes forth from Jerusalem, and 

' Samaria and Sodom axe received into its fellowship. All boaat- 
ing ceases. There remain to Judah only shame and confusion, 
because, notwithstanding the depth of its fall, the Lord still 
raises it to the height of its destination. 

We have here a picture of the world's hidory, to which a New 
Testament parallel may be found in Rom. xi. 29 sqq. In this 
paasage as in the former the fundamental thought is: uvud 
nrXewe d Be& TO& n 6 v r a 9  cis dnei0elav &a 703s n d v r a r  ebtjup 
(Angl. Gtod hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he mighb 
have mercy upon all) Rom. xi. 32. 

Ver. 53. " And I return to their captivity, to the captivity of 
h'odom and her daughters, and to the captivity of Samaria and 
her claughtertt, and to the captivity of thy cuptivity in the 
midet of them." 

That M ~ W  a y  always means to return to captivity,' and that 
the term captivity in this particular phram is a figurative expres- 
sion, denoting &ry, I have already proved both in my commen- 
tary on Ps. xiv. 7 and in my Beitriige, vol. ii. p. 104 sqq. Captivi~ y 
or imprisonment, in the strict sense of the word, is not applicable 
here, since the inhabitants of Sodom were not carried away 
captive, but exterminated. We have here a eacred parody, so to 

1 We might appeal in fhvour of the transitive meaning of 37 in Kal 
reducere rulihurc) to the &rmuitan nun. of the Ieasiah, paehab or 
Lthab, !f Q-iw were d t in rendering this name conutrmr (arm. k- 
mYit p. 75). But dr &ji$ hia noticed et ahah, vol. xii. p. 29 and 209 
haa shown that the name more probably denotea the. returning one ; an d 
JuynaOU (ohron. [Jamarit. p. 52) suppoaea that the Meeaiah wae called by thin 
name, becam he wae regarded aa the returning Moeee, an opinion which 
is favoured by the fact, that the Sarnaritann, who only recogniaed the autho- 
rity of the Pentateuch, based their expotation of a Messiah upon Deut. xviii. 
18, where the Lord scr s to Moaea : " A prophet will I raise up unto then1 
lika unlo thee;" of. PI leu &maritrim de iaplouae Pu. 55 p. 90, 
Shiloh they did not regar! w a name of the hfeaaiah,'but a plied it, tu &lo 
mon, who nn. haM by them. (Part 1. p. 96. B'rgu p. 8). 

VOL. Ill. U 
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ape&, on the original pw@ in Deut. xxx. 3 (cf. Zeph ii. 7), 
which apeaka of the return of the Lord to the captivity of Imnel 
alone. In  the present csse the most notorious &mem in the 
heathen world are placed on a par with Israel. The duuqhters 
of S o h  are the cities of minor importance, which were punished 
along with her. Many commentators have been greatly per- 
plexed by this tuinounmment of the retam of the Lord to the 
captivity of Sodom, "because," se the Berleburger Bible ax- 
rectly observes, " the reat of their maxim prevented them from' 
giving anything but a forced interpretation to the passage." It 
also says: " if we admit, what some affirm, that there is a 
peculiar restoration even after death, the whole becomes easy, 
and may be interpreted with strict literality, ae meaning that 
the inhabitants of Sodom, by virtue of this visitation, will even- 
tually find mercy ;" but if we adopt this as corred, we must 
substitute for restoration, which is unscriptural, the continua- 
tion of the institutions of salvation even after death in the a ~ s e  
of those who h ~ v e  not enjoyed the means of grace in the entire 
fulnese upon earth. We cannot for a moment think of the physid  
re~toration of the soil, on which these cities formerly stood. For, 
apart fmm other di£Eiculties, this would not be a genuine =turn 
of the Lord to the captivity of Sodom, seeing that the substance 
of Sodom is to be found in its i n M t m t e ,  who have perished 
and left no tmce behind, and who cannot obtain mercy even in 
their descendants. The mercy of the Lord, which is celebrated 
here, could only be manifeeted by the extension of grace to the 
same daring %2'nne~8, who formerly 2iued in S o h ,  either per- 
sonally, or in their descendants. We are juRt m little clble to 
~ubscribe to the opinion expressed by Orism and Jerome among 
the ancients, and last of all, by Haumick among the modern 
expositors, that Sodom is used here in a typical sense to repre- 
sent heathenism in general. Undoubtedly, if even Sodom finds 
mercy, it followa that the same mercy will be extended to the 
whole heathen world. From the part we m a y  confidently draw 
conclusions as to the whole, and the correctness of this conclu- 
c ion b substantiat. by chap. xlvii., where the watere of theDead 
Sen of the world are represented aa being healed by the stream 
from the mnctuary. ' At the m e  time the dired and primary 
reference can only be to Sodom it~elf. We are snrrthed in this 
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m r t i o n  by the relation in which it stands to Bmaria and 
Jerusalem, end still more decidedly by the specisl reference to 
8odom iteelf, to ita sine and destruction, in ver. 48-50. If 
Sodom is interpreted as meaning the world, the allusion to its 
captivity becomes unintelligible, for nothing has hitherto been 
said about the m k y  of the wZd. The attempt, which several 
commentators have made, to show that the Ammonites and 
Moebitea are intended, is also a mere loophole to escape from 
the difficulty. For there was no internal connexion whatever 
between these nations and Sodom and Gomorrha Lot, their 
forefather, sojourned in Sodom merely as a foreigner (Gten. xix. 
9, xiii. 12.) In  the wptivitg of Sodom and ita daughters the 
Moabites had no share. If it be admitted, that the passage can 
only relate to the forgiveness of the inhabitants of Sodom and 
the other cities in the valley of the Jordan in a future state, it 
is evident that we have here the Old Terrtsment parallel to 1 Pet. 
iii. 19, iv. 6 ; eepecially ae it is clear from ver. 61 that the aalva- 
tion promised to Sodom wa to con& in its reception into the 
kingddm of' God, and the consequent enjoyment of all the bless- 
ings of that kingdom. One thought is common to all these 
pawpa,  viz. t h t  a&? judgmente, injicled befbre the time of 
Ch&t, were d y  provieional in their character, an& could 
not be regarded aa a $rial decision. In the first : (' by which 
also he went and preached unto the spirita in prison, which 
sometime were disobedient,"' kc., the primary reference is merely 
to the daring sinners before the flood, just as in thb  paesage it is 
only to the notorious sinners in M o m .  But the 8 d  ehowa that 
the particular species represent the whole genus, since the dead 
generally are spoken of there : (' for this cause was the goepel 
preached to them that are dead; that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the 
spirit..? This passage eerves so far to complete the first, that it 

1 The erpIsslcrtion of J. &hd, whioh hm been imsped by Bra. 
that the preeching referred to w a  the presohing of N m the opirit of 
Christ, ie oompletely refuted by the word roprv9rlr; (4 per. 22, where 
waprv&ir is applied to the secerurion of Christ, just m here it is applied to the 
dement to hell) 

Roor : Oaro esf h 4 b  tametri~, rnortelis et infirma horum horninurn, 
luae judiaium dei experts eat : spiritua yen, eadem humanitaa msbdem in- 
olem naota, quw exantlato judiaio vitae moundurn d e ~ m  cornpa fit. 

B 2 
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is expreealy stated that the preaching is to salvation, and the 
second again requires to be completed by the firat (cf. Giider, 
die Lehre von der Erscheinung Christi unter den Todten (Bern 
53 p. 46 sqq.). We are led indirectly to the m e  reault by the 
words of Christ in Matt. xii. 41, "the men of Nineveh shall 
rise up in the judgment with this generation and shall condemn 
it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold a 
grater than Jonah is here." For if, notwithstanding the deep guilt 
and corruptiou of the heathen world, it is still declared capable of 
salvation ; the opportunity of attaining it must be put within 
its reach by Him, who desireth not the death of the sinner, but 
rather that he should return and live. Still more to the point, 
however, is Matt. xi. 22 and 24, " it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the judgment than for thee." By the land of 
Sodom we are to understand the ssme aa by Sodom and her daugh- 
ters in the passage before us,namely, the former inhabitante. Their 
condition is &st of all regarded u already made known, without 
going beyond what is recorded of them in the Book of Geneais. If 
we merely look at this, Sodom must be in a better position than 
Capernaurn at the judgment. For Sodom did not cast away from 
her the full revelation of grace and salvation, (ver. 23.) If this be 
the case, however, it cannot remain so, but before the last decisive 
judgment, the same light of salvation must be offered to Sodom 
as to Capernaum. From the declaration, " if the mighty worka, 
which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would 
have continued to this day," the assurance, " I will return to the 
captivity of Sodom and her daughters," immediately follom. 
That even then the words "ye would not," (Matt. xxiii. 37), 
will still hold good of individuals, is evident from the whole 
tenor of Scripture. The express declaration of the prophet him- 
self in chap. xlvii. 11 is sufficknt proof that an absolute, and, 
so to speak, a forcible restoration is not for a moment to be 
thought of.-It is worthy of notice that Sodom is placed at the 
head. This is evidently to be taken aa an intimation that the 
covenant people would be put to the greater shame by the fact 
that the heathen world (represented by Sodom), would be the 
first to attain to salvation, and also as a preparation for Rom. 
xi. 25, " I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, that blindnes~ (n&pcuubr) in part is happened 
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to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentilee be come in,)'-+ pre- 
paration which we need not hesitate to admit in the present 
instance, since the same truth is clearly expressed in the Song 
of Solomon and I d a h .  At the sametime, the announcement 
with reference to the precedence of the heathen world in the 
enjoyment of salvation, is both completed and limited by the 
declaration in ver. 61, that salvation would always come from 
the Jews.-And to the captivity of thy captivity : that is which 
consists in thy captivity, in other words, to thine own cap&ity. 
n - 2 ~  has already occurred twice with a noun immediately 
following it ; and on this occasion we must imagine something 
like an interruption to the train of thought. Judah would not 
conceive it possible that, with regard to captivity, it was to be 
p W  on a level with Samaria and Sodom. Jeremiah had 
constantly to contend against the obstinate illusion, that judg- 
ment would be arrested in the midst of its course (compare, for 
example, chap. vii. 4, where they trust in lies, saying, "the 
temple of the Lord are wen).-The expression " in the mid& of' 
them," denotes fellowship with them in their captivity. 

Ver 54. " Tha4 thou mayeat bear thine ou. 8hame, and be 
mhamed of cd tlrat tJrou h t  done, in t h t  thou mfarteet  
h." 

These words are connected with the notice of Judah's cap 
tivity or miee ry in the foregoing verse : " I turn to the captivity, 
which thou wilt endure no less than Sodom and Samaria, in order 
that, &c." For " I will give thee nothing, but the sentence which 
my justice baa pronounced shall surely come upon thee" (Berle- 
burger Bible). To bear is the same as to suffer (cf. ver. 52, 
d. 24, 25, 30). She comfwt~ her sisters by the fad that she 
d e m  as much as they (cf. chap. xiv. 22, 23). 

Ver. 55. "And thy &!em, Sodom and her daughtere, shall 
reCunz to theil f m  estate, a d  Sumaria and her daaghtem 
8hdZ return to their former estate, and t h u  and thy daughters 
u?uaU return to your former estate." 

The former estate waa in general one of prosperity. But the 
new prosperity will be eseeatially different in ite character, namely 
much more exalted and spiritual, than their former condition had 
been. We find a reference to this prrssagc (LXX. dwoxa~aura- 
&juou+ar ~a.9bq TjQau dw' dpX+) in Acts iii. 21, dv 6ci oJpavAu 
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pdv Sdtauda~ AwIL ~p6v0v  Ciwozaram&eaw ~ O ~ Y T O ) ~ ,  ajv e u h v a v  
d Bebe 6 d  c r r6pmo~  T&V dyiQ)v a h 0 3  I&&v, on which Bengd 
observes t i w o ~ a r h a u ~  is the reatomtion of tbinga to their 
former condition. 

Ver. 56. " A d  wag not S o h  thy sieter ae a mying in thy 
rnouth in the day of thy pride 3" 

A8 a mying : lit. as a rumour (see the note on Is. liii I), so 
that the mouth overflowed with tales of Sodom's fearful sin and 
equally fearful punishment. But when Judah is made like 
M o m  in misery, and Sodom like Judah in its deliverance, the 
disposition to such proud contemptuous treatment of its poorer 
sister will thoroughly paas away. 

Ver. 57. "Before thy wickednese wae hid bare, ae waa the 
cue in the time of the daughter8 of Aram, and all thd were 
round about her, ao the daughter8 of the Pht'Iietiw, who &pimi 
thee round about." 

The wickedness of Judah was laid bare by the judgments, of 
which the powers of the world, beginning with Babylon, were 
the instrumente. Aram in the east and the Philistine0 in the 
west (Is. ix. 11) are not quoted aa the sgente, employed in laying 
the nakedness of Judah bare, the ministers of divine juetice,-in 
that case other Dames would have been selected,-but they etand 
in the m e  relation to Judah in its misery, as that in which 
Judah itnelf had formerly stood to Sodom : they " daybe thee." 

Ver. 58. " Thy mmme8 and thine a&mina.tione, thou hear& 
thern, mith the Lord." 

They press heavily upon thee in their consequences, thou 
suffered the punishment thereof, quite as much as M o m ,  whom 
thou didst formerly deapise, in suffering the punishment of its 
sine. 

Ver. 59. " For thw, aaith the Lord Jeisovah, and I do with 
thee, as thou haat &one, who haet daphed the oath breaking the 
cov-t." 

Ver. 60. " But I remember my covenant d t h  thee in the day8 
of thy youth, and eetablid unto thee an everlasting menant." 

A similar promise is contained in Lev. xxvi. 42, that &r 
visiting them with just punishment, the Lord would remember 
his covenant. 

Ver. 61. " And thou remembmeet thy 1~~zy8 and art n8hmned, 



when thou receivest thy eistere, who are greuter thaa thou, lo 
t h e  who w e  lea than thou wt,  and I give them to thee fw 
daughlet.8, ccnd not oat of th& covencunt." 

The greater and lesser sidere are the greater and lesser con- 
temporaneous nations (6. ver. 46). The figure is baed upon 
the idea, that the human race is a large family, which originated 

,in the important doctrine, that the whole race has sprung from 
a single pair. The fact, that h te r s  generally are spoken of here, 
&om that M o m  and -a, in v. 55, are selected as repre- 
sentativee of a numerous class. The heathen nations are first 
spoken of,  at^ &ughtere of Jerusalem, in the Song of Solomon ; 
eee the note on chap. i. 5. The salvation is a common one, but 
it originates with the Jews, and the rest become partakers of it 
only through their mediation. Starck eays : " Not only did 
Christ the Saviour of the world spring from the Jewish race,,but 
all the apostk and disciples of Christ were Jews ; when there- 
fore they converted Gentile8 to the Christian faith, they became 
their spiritual fathers, as Paul eays in 1 Cor. iv. 51 : ' I have 
begotten you in Christ.' " The highest honour is conferred upon 
Judah by the fact that she receives all her sisters as daughters ; 
and she is covered with shame at the thought that she has been 
honoured in a way EO entirely different from what she really 
deserved. Not out of thie m e m a t ,  de., not because the ful- 
&ent of thy covenant duties gave thee any claim to such an 
honour. VkUdpandw says : Sed potius ex v i  pacti mei et pro- 
miseionis f a c b  Abrahamo ; Piecator : " Not because thou art 
worthy of such an aseemblage of nations, on account of thine 
observance of the covenant, but of pure favour." 

Ver. 62. And I etablish my covenant with the, and thuu 
l e a w t  that I rn the Lord (ver. 63), t h d  thou mayeet rentenz- 

ber and be aeluMned and not opm thg mouth any more on 
accou.I1.1 of thy ehume, when I forgive thee all that thou h a t  
done." 

The greater the favour shown to the ungrateful, the greater is 
their shame on account of their disgraceful apostasy. 
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* 
THE SECTION.-C HAP, XVlI. 22-84. 

This prophecy belonga to the period immediately following 
tho last ; for the collection is chronologically arranged, and it 
etands midway between the section chap. viii-xi., which is. 
dated the sixth month of t,he sixth year, and chap. xx., which 
was Written in the fifth month of the seventh year subsequent to 
the captivity of Jehoiachin. It was delivered, therefore, four or 
five years before the destruction of the city. The representation 
of powerful kin@ and their dominions as lefty trees, fill1 of 
branches and twigs, was a figure peculiarly Babylonian. Thin is 
evident from Dan. iv. 11, 12, where we find in the account of 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream : " Great was the tree and strong, and 
its height reached to heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of 
all the earth. The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and in it was meat for all ; the b w t s  of the field had 
dmdow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs 
thereof, 'and all flesh waa fed from it." The interpretation 
follows in ver. 22, " thou art the tree, 0 king." There is a re- 
mmkable agreement between Daniel and Ezekiel xxxi. 3 sqq., 
where A d u r  is introduced cu a cedar in Lebanon richly covered 
with foliage, whose top reached to the clouds, in whose bough 
all .the fowls of the heaven made their nests, and under whose 
branches the beasts of the field brought forth their young, whilst 
many nations dwelt under its shadow. The prophet makes use 
of the same figure in the passage before us. The family of 
David is a lofty cedar in Lebanon. Nebuchadnezzar breaka off 
the highest branch and takes it to Babylon (the captivity of 
Jehoiachin and the re& of the royal family). He sets an in- 
thior plant in Jerusalem, a vine-(the investiture of Zedekiah) 
-but no sooner has it taken root than it is pulled up again. The 
Lord now takes a slender twig from the crown of that great cedar, 
nnd plants it on his holy hill of Zion. It grows to a stately cedar, 
beneath whose shadow all kinds of birds take up their abode. 
The rest of the trees perceive its marvellous growth, and acknow- 
ledge that it j~ the Lord, by whom all trees are exalted and cmt 
down. Malt, xiii. 32 i~ to he regarded au an ~xplnnat~inn of 



this, though the figure is somewhat modified by the bard, who 
mbstitutee for the slender twig of the lofty cedar the grain of 
mustard seed, " which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when 
it is grown it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so 
that the birda of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof." 
The reason of this modification is to be discovered in the fsct, 
that the purpose of the Lord was merely to depict the progress of 
the new kingdom of God, which began with hie appearance in 
the flesh, and from small beginnings attained to a glorious con- 
mmmation. The mission of the prophet, on the other hand, was to 
console for the loss of former glory, and hence to symbolize not 
merely the low estate, but the course which led to it, and at the 
snme time to set this forth as only a transition date, leading horn 
their former exaltation to a condition idkitely higher. 

V. 22. " Thw, saith the Lord Jehovah ; and I take from the 
t q ~  of the lofty cedar, and set, I break: of from it8 c r m  a 
tender twig and plant on a mountain high and exulted." 

9 2 ~  ( I )  stands in direct antithe& to Nebuchadnezzar, who had 
alsd iroken off and planted (vew. 3, 4). He had done it for evil, 
the Lord would do it for good. The former, a weak man, could 
only effect a temporary degradation, by permission of the Lord ; 
but the Lord, the Almighty, would effect a permanent exaltation. 
n y B 3  only occurs in Ezekiel. That it is a rare and figurative 
ex&ssion (prpbably the wool of the tree, the curly top) is evi- 
dent, partly from the fact that it is met with no where else, and 
partly also because both here and in ver. 4 it is explained more 
precisely by the top of his twigs. The rendering, top, is de- 
manded by the other passages, e.g. xxxi. 3, " .between the clouds 
was his Zammereth," ver. 10, " he sent his Zammereth even to 
the clouds," ver. 14, " they shall not send their Zammereth to the 
clouds," especidy if we render 0 9 ~ s  p, not " between twigs," . -  
which gives no proper sense, but "between clouds." n y q ,  
clouds, was one of those words, which had gradually lost their 
plural sieigpificittion. Gnd Ezekiel formed the new plural Q T ~ ,  

which k only used by him in this sense ; compare chap. xix. 11, 
"high became his growth, higher than the clouds." As the 
tender shoot is taken from the lofty cedar (mentioned in the 
previoua vercle), the eml)lem of the lptock of David, it cannot de- 
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note the kingdom of Qod in ita humble commencement, but 1 
muat refer to an offehoot of the dock of David ; eqecially aa the 
prophet evidently had before hie mind the similar repmmtatioru 
of earlier prophets, particularly of Jeremjah (see the note on 
chap. xxiii. 5.) Hence the cedar in this paseege, aa well aa in 
Daniel, ia not the kingdom, but the king ; and thie ie elso appa- 
rent from the contrast presented to the conduct of Nebuchad- 
nezzar in ver. 3, and from the contents of the rest of the chapter, 
which is occupied throughout with the royal femily. That the 
tender tppig h m  the lofty cedar, which afterwards grows into a 
tall cedar iteelf, ia no other than the Messiah, who eprang from 
the deeply degraded family of David, cannot for a moment be 
doubted, when we consider the pardel  paesrrges in both Ezekiel 
and the other pmphete. So much, however, may perhaps be 
admitted, that the prophet was not thinking of the Messiah as 
an individual, but aa the person in whom the idea of the etem of 
David was fully rea l id ,  and therefore that the prophecy may be 
regarded, aa including both the very a l l  step towards its recto- 
ration, which was taken under Grubbabel in accordance with the 
promise to David, and a h  in a certain eense everything that 
ww done by Grod, for the reestabliehment and maintenance of 
the civil government in Israel (compare the note on Jer. xxxiii). ~ 
The difference is substentially of but little importance. For 
even if the prophet had in view the whole family of David, and 
depicted its progrew from a humble commencement to a gloriou 
end, he waa conscious, when writing, that it waa in and through 
the Messiah alone, that this promise was to be literally and per- 
fectly fulfilled for the family of David itself, and through that 
f d y  for the nation at large. The low condition of the nation 
waa closely connected with that of ita head, and therefore 'm 
mud be referred to both. Hitzig would restrict the tendern4 i 
to youthful age, in total dieregard of the fundamental and 
parallel paeaages, such ae Is. xi. 1, liii. 2. It is hardly an mi- 
dental coincidence that in 2 8am. iii I ? is applied to David i 
himself, who waa at flrd tender and feeble in hie TO@ apacity. . 
Ezekiel appetlre to have had this patwage before his mind. Even 
in 1 Chr. xxii. 5, xxix. 1, where Solomon is dewribed as 7' (tender), the reference ie not merely to his age (yyj occurs juat 
hefore), hut to the weakness, which in hir! cspe srow iindouht- i 



edly from his youth (cf. 2 Chr. xiii. 7,) The original lowlintma 
of the Meaeiah is Been in the very fact, that the twig is first 
planted upon the high mountain.-We have here simply a p 
neral announcement that the spot, in which the twig was planted, 
was a high mountain, and in this anno~mcement an indication 
of its destiny, when once it had grown to be a tree, to rule over 
all the trees of the plain, ;nt~;r 9x9 in ver. 24.-In ver. 23 tbia 

Y T -  --: 
high mountain is more pahc&ly described. 

Ver. 23. " On the high nuncntah of Israel will Iplant it, and 
it p t e  fwth b r m h  and beare h i t ,  and becornea a eplendid 
cedar, and aU fmb of aery  wing dwell under it, in the 8 h .  

of it8 branchea uriU they dwell." 
The high mountain of Iarael is evidently Mount Zion in 

the more comprehensive sense, including Mount Moriah, as 
we may see from chap. xx. 40 : " for on my holy mountain, 
on the high mountain of Israel, there shall all the house 
of Ierael, all of them in the land, serve me." The temple 
hill is evidently intended here, for the offering of sacrifices 
is expressly mentioned. The corresponding term holy in the 
parallel passage shows how we are to understand the word high 
both there and in the verse before us. It  is a height that is 
hidden from the natural eye, for elsewhere the prophet him- 
self speaks simply of a hill of the Lord (chap. xxxiv. 26.) But 
the spiritual eye beholds it, although thus hidden, towering high 
above all the mountains of the earth, and even reaching to the 
heavens. In fact the description itself shows, that the holy moun- 
tain is not introduced here merely as a mountain, but as the 
seat and centre of the kingdom of God, and therefore denotes 
the kingdom itself (see the notes on Is. ii. 2, and Ps. xlviii. 3.) 
The twig is planted in a lofty place, and grows to a tall cedar. 
The glory of the future king is founded upon that of the king- 
dom, over which he rules ; and, on the other hand, so greatly 
does the former increase, that it heightena the glory of the king- 
dom, in return. The fruite denote the blessings enjoyed by all 
the subjects of this king (see Is. xi. 1.) The shadow is the 
uaual figure employed to repreeent protection (Pa. xxxvi. 8). 
" All fowls of'every wing" are all the nations of the whole earth, 
as we may see from chap. xxxi. 6 and 12. It is evident from 
chnp, xxxix. 4, 17 thnt this i~ the proper way tn connect thc 

8 
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words. The expression is taken from &n. vii. 14, where birds 
of every kind of wing take refuge in Noah's ark.-The prophet 
has but one design, namely, to remove the difficulty, which would 
neceesarilr arise from both the existing, and future degradation 
of the family of David, and consequently of the Kingdom of 
God. He holds up, therefore, but one single point, their ulti- 
mate exaltation, and thereby administera coneolation to us as 
well, whenever we are filled with trouble at seeing the King- 
dom of God and of Christ in a similar condition. Calvin 8ays : 
" We are taught by this th& better hopes are to be cherished 
with regard to the Kingdom of Christ, than our senses would 
lead us to entertain . . . when we see the gospel creeping, . 
as it were, upon the ground, let us call to mind this passage. 
. . . . God has so firmly founded the one Kingdom of 
Christ, that it is to hat as long as the sun and moon endure ; 
but the other kingdoms of the world will vanish with the glory 
thereof, and their pride will be brought down, even though now 
they may overtop the clouds." We have here the easence of 
Daniel's prophecy of the kingdoms of the world. I t  was not 
within the scope of the prophet, to describe the nature of the 
kingdom more minutely, to show, that is, that it is a spiritual 
kingdom (not indeed in contrast to a real kingdom, but to an 
earthly one). Still this may be inferred from the description 
which he has given.-A kingdom, which is not h~ TOG dupv, 
and which, by the miraculous po*er of God alone, without 
earthly force, or earthly arms, has been brought along with its ruler 
from weak beginnings to a glorious issue, cannot be a worldly and 
c a d  one. God's government of the world, not the rule of earthly 
kings, is the model and type of such a kingdom as this. 

Ver. 24. "And all the treeo of the jkb? learn, that I, the 
Lord, bring down the high tree, and exd! the Zozo tree, llaccke the 
green tree barren, and make the &wen tree green. I, the Lord, 
meak and do it." .' 

The trees of the field, in contradietinction to the cedar on the 
high mountain, on the kingdoms of the world along with their 
kings, whose fall is coincident with the rise of the kingdom of 
God. This mighty change furnishes them with a positive proof, I 

that the Lord, whom they have hitherto been nccuatomed to 
I 

dcspicce in t,heir proud b a t  of the ntability of thcir fancied 
a I 



greatness, is the king over all the earth, by whom alone kings 
and nations are exalted and cast down. (The preterites are 
to be taken as asaorietfl, and the sentence is quite a general 
one). At the same time they are not simply left to infer from 
thia remarkable exaltation, that it also belongs to the Lord to 
caet down ; but the reference to " the trees of t b  $eZdJ' shows 
that they themselves will have a striking iuuetration of the latter 
in the fate wbich awaita themselves. The elevation of the king- 
dom of God to world-wide supremacy cannot possibly be con- 
ceived of, without the fall of the kingdom of the world. Their 
kings are thereby deprived of what they value most, the& fancied 
self-sutliciency. They become v d  of God and of hi8 king, 
-though this is in reality the highest honour, that can pos- 
sibly be conferred upon them. The cloaing words show that 
what, outwardly considered, appeared to be nothing more than 
the mod glorious dream that ever had been dreamed, attained 
to the most complete reality through the person of the promised 
Messiah. It was God who gave the pro&, it is by God also 
that the promise is fulfilled. 

C H A P .  XXI, 26-27. 

The twenty-first chapter, which forms part of an address 
delivered by the prophet in the fifth month of the seventh year 
from the captivity, that is about five years before the destruction 
of J e r d e m ,  may properly be described as the prophecy of the 
sword of the Lord. The sword, which is put into the hands of 
the king of Babylon for the punishment of evildoers, falle h t  
upon Jerusalem ; it then reaches the Ammonites, the bitter 
enemies of the Lord and of his people, who are made to learn, 
from their own deatTuction, that the fate of Jerusalem is not, ae 
they imagined, a proof of the weakness, but rather of the omni- 
potence of its God. 

Ver. 25. " An& thou pierced w'ckedprince of l m l ,  whose 
day coma at the time of t b  f lral trcznegreseiolr I" 

The reigning king, Zedekiah, is adcired ; aud the epithet ern- 
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ployed shows that the words, which follow in ver. 31, apply pecu- 
liar1 yto him. We must therefore eupply the usual appeal, "hear the 
word of theLord,"whichhas been left out in the intenaityof the pro- 
phet's feelings. The rendering "unholy, cursedw (LXX. &9qXe), 
instead of pierced, owee its origin no doubt to the fact, that the 
translator cast a side glance at the W r y ,  to see whether Zede- 
kiah was actually pierced through. The result was not satis- 
factory ; Zedekiah remained five, but his sons were slain before 
his eyes, and then his own eyes were put out. But as we find 
the vengeance of Qod set forth throughout the entire chapter 
under the image of a drawn sword, it is evident that full justice 

~ 
is done to $$=,ifit can be shown thet the king was in any way the 
object of divine wrath. On the outward form of the punishment 
the word chalal says nothing, any more than there was an actual 
sword in the hands of Qod :-There is just ss little force in an- 
other objection, namely that Zedekiah was not yet pierced. The 
prophet's intention is to strike and terrify by the immediate jux- 
taposition of guilt and punishment. The ungodly man is already 
judged ; the few year$ respite allowed him are not taken into 
consideration. To the eye of faith punishment appears aa the 
inseparable attendant upon sin. In ite view the sinner, who is 
still actually sitting in high places,  lie^ weltering in hi8 blood.- 
The following are our reasons for rejecting the meaning accursed, 
and adopting the rendering " pierced " instead. 1. $$= never 
means anything but " pierced through." I t  is not even used in 
the general sense of " perished :' for -$$=, pierced through .. ...- 
with hunger (Lam. iv. 9), may be explained on the assumption that 
we have here an example of poetical personification, hunger 
beiig represented as armed with a sword, and in Is. xxii. 2 it is 
very evident that reference is made to such as fall by the sword 
of pestilence. L d  of all can it be rendered profawtue. The 
or& passage adduced in support of this m&g, Lev. xxi. 7, 
14, proves nothing. The word is used there in its ordinary sig- 
nification. n+$= is opposed to " a wife in her virginity " (ver. 
13), and includes as species the widow, the divorced woman, and 
the prostitute. 2. Even if the meaning " profane " were met 
with elsewhere, it would not be admissible here. A sword and 
piercing form the key note of the whole chapter, and recur in 
nearly eve ry verse. Compare, e.g., vers. 3, 9, 10, 11, and eepe- 

I 

I 

'I 



c i d y  ver. 12: " a  sword goeth over my people, over d the 
princes of Israel ; they are given to the sword along with my 
people." See also ver. 14 : " *e sword will come. tripled, the 
sword of the pierced, cv$5n ; it ia the m o d  of a p i e d  one, 
of the great onon (~ic&l$ : " by which not the people only, 
but the King himself', the princes and great men fall''). 3. 
Those who adopt the rendering " profane," overlook the comet- 
tion between this verse and ver. 29. According to ver. 19 sqq. 
the sword of the King of Babylon is to cut two ways. First of 
all it turns towards Jerusalem, where the king is slain before 
any of the rest. It then pmsa over to the Ammonites, ver. 
28 sqq., and we read in ver. 29 : "the sword lays thee upon 
the necks of the wicked, who are pierced through, whose day 
cometh at the time of the final transgreaion." This agree- 
ment ia the more important, as. it is certainly not acciden- 
tal, but the prophet evidently intends that the unity of ex- 
pression shall indicate a unity in the fate which awaita the 
two nations. The fact that the kingdom of God does not fall 
when Israel ia overthrown, but that it is rather avenged there 
by, and thus the degradation of Israel becomes a proof of ita 
mpremacy, is still further shown in the fate of the Ammo- 
nites, who are severely punished for the crimes they have com- 
mitted against Israel, so far as it is the kingdom of God.- 
The general term H*, prince, inatead of the more special term 
7&, king, ia a pechiiar favourite with Ezekiel. This c w t  
d&erely accidental ; there must be some reason for it. The 
day of the prince is shown by the context to denote the day of 
his f d ,  the day in which judgment overtakm him. pq is 
also found not only in ver. 29, but in chap. xxxv. 5 in the pro- 
phecy agai.net Edom : " because thou doat cherish perpetual 
enmity, and hast given up the children of Israel to the power of 
the sword, in the time of their calamity, in the time of the final 
tra11~gresaion." It is very certain that pg cannot be rendered 

" punishment," aa it has heen by & Wetle and Etoald. It never 
means anything but " transgression." The only question that 
can possibly arise is how to interpret yp The final tranagres- 
eion may be the full transgression, the culminating point, when 
the vengeance of God can no longer be delayed. We may 
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compere @n. xv. 16, " the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full," which evidently implies that the day will come wben it 
will be full, and the people a t h e r e f o r e  be ripe for judgment. 
The l i d  transgression, however, may aha be the transgression, 
which brings in its train the end of all, the overthrow of the 
nation, just aa @&Xvypz ipvpiccco~ is the abomination which 
is followed by desolation (see the remarka on Dan. ix. 27.) And 
thia explanation is favoured by the use of in other con- 1.. 
nexions ; compare especially chap. vii. 2 : " thus eaith the Lord 
Gtod unto the land of Israel : an end ! the end comes upon the 
four borders of the land," and ver. 3, "now is the end upon 
thee, and I eend my wrath upon thee, and judge thee according 
to thy ways, and recompense to thee all thine abominatiom." 
But even this explanation involves the idea, that the measure of 
sin may be filled, that there is a culminating point at which it 
forces the avenging justice of ood into action, because he could 
not be Cfod if his long-suffering were still further extended ; see 
the remarks on Zech. v. 5-11. 

Ver. 26. " Thw eaith the Lord Jehovah, m o v e d  ie the dia- 
dem, the c r m  taken of; th& ie not thi8; the kn.o iB ma&e 
high, and the high brought lour." 

In  the opinion of many (including EwaM and Schmieder) 

npp? is used here for the royal diadem. But the following 
reasons may be adduced in favour of a different view, namely, 
that it is rather the diadem of the high priest which is intended : 
1. Wherever the word MimephetA occurs, it always refers to the 
latter. Although originally it may have had a general meaning, 
after the institution of the high-priesthood, it waa restricted 
to the head-dreaa of the high priest, or, what is st i l l  more 
probable, the word was coined by Moeee with express reference 
to the ornaments worn by the high priest about his head. An 
appeal is made to the term n~7h q i ~ f t  the royal diadem, in 
Is. lxii. 3. But all that this proves is, that the king 
also wore a diadem,+ fact which no one dieputes. The pecu- 
liar form of the expression determines the meaning in this case. 
qly~  or qqq is the general term, and may be applied to diadem 
of'ivery description ; when any particular kind ia referred to, 
this is indicated by a second word (vid. Is. Irii. 3, and Zech. iii. 



EZEKIEL, CHAP. XXI. 26. 33 

6). But najm needed no such addition. The meaning ie 
suiticiently r;!%cted by the word itself. I t  is used in the Pen- 
tateuch not less than eleven times to denote the head dreee of 
the high pried, and Ezekiel, the priest, who took ~ u c h  evident 
delight in adopting the phraseology of the Pentateuch, was the 
last pereon who was likely to make use of the word in a different 
sense, from that in which it is there employed.-2. If the diadem 
belonged to the king, we should have two kinds of royal head- 
drese, the diadem and the crown. Thia will present no diBculty 
indeed to those who agree with Jahn (Archiiologie ii. 2, p. 2%). 
In his opinion it ie fully proved, that the kings were in the habit 
of wearing a diadem, as well m a crown. But the fact really 
was, that the diadem and crown were identical. I t  is no proof 
to the contrary, that the crown is described aa golden in Ps. 
xxi. 4. There wse a golden plate even in the diadem of 
the high priest. Their identity, on the other hand, may be 
inferred from the fact that we never read of more than one royal 
headdress, a diadem or a crown ; diadem and crown we never 
find together. Compare 2 Sam. i. 10 : " and I took the diadem, 

y p  which was on his head ;" 2 K i n p  ii. 12, " and he brought 
forth the King's son,and put thediadem upon him" (see also Esther 
viii. 15.) Moreover it is evident from Job xxxi. 36, " I would bind 
it aa a crown to me," that the form of the crown resembled that of 
a diadem, and not that of a modern crown. This conclusion is 
favoured by the use of the plural nhuy in cases in which only one 
crown is referred to; cf: Job xxxi. 36:*d our remarks on Zech. vi. 
11.-3. The appropriateness of such a combination of the head- 
band and the crown, of the abolition of the high-priestly glory 
along with that of the king,-involving, aa it did, the complete 
abrogation of the prerogatives of the covenant-people,-is appa- 
rent from the contrast presented by later prophecies, in which 
the sorrowing people are assured that both these offices will be 
restored together ; see Zech. iv. and vi., and Jor. xxxiii. If 881- 
vation waa not complete till both were restored ; the end, Yi? 
ver. 25, can only have been reached when both were taken away. 
The glory of the high-priestly office was concentrated in the 
headdrese which was worn by the high-priest himself, whose 
golden head-band bore the inscription " holy to the Lord," and 
in it the people received a pledge, thut they possessed a recon- 
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ciled and p i o u s  God (Ex. xxviii. 36-%)-The only argu- 
ment, that can be adduced in faww of referring the word to the 
head-dress of the king, is thia : the words addreseed to the king 
in ver. 25 require, that what follows should apply exclusively tq 
him. But there is no force in this argument. It is very clear . 
from the connexion with ver. 24, and a t i l l  more so from the 
parallel paasage in ver. 29, where " their day " takes the place of 
" his day," that the king ie placed in the foreground merely ae 
the representative of the nation, and that the whole nation is 
threatened in him. If, however, the king iR regarded as the 
representative of the nation, the removal of the head-band 

I 
dl'ecte him, quite as much as that of the crown. The two 
are intimately connected. The crown without the head- 
band is an empty show. The forgiveness of sine, which was 
obtained through the mediation of the high-priest, lay at the 
foundation of all the royal blessings of God.-The infinitives 
stand alone without any other verb, for the sake of emphatic 
brevity, whenever the intention is simply to give prominence to 
the main point ; compare chap. xxiii. 30. Nothing is said here 
to indicate who is to take the things away ; the prophet doe8 
nothing more than mention the fact of their removal. 0-;( 
to raise, lift up, then to take away ; Is. lvii. 14 ; Dan. viii. 11. 
The worde ndt dS ndt ( t b  not this), of which many erro- 
neous explanations have been given, are explained by the clause 
which follows : " The low is made high and the high made low," 
in other words, evey thing from the least to the greatest, is 
turned upside down. nHt is used for the neuter, and the exprea- 
sion denotes a complete inversion of the existing state of things, ! 
a total revolution, in which nothing remaim what it is. The 
conduct of the people had been such as to make the last first ; and 
according to the divinejus talionis a similar inversion would a p  
pear in their subsequent fate. The correctness of this explanation 
is confirmed by the parallel passage, Is. xxiv. 1 sqq., which the 
prophet evidently had in his mind at the time, as ver. 27 very 
clearly shows. In  ver. 2 of that passage in Isaiah, the ssme idea, 
the overturning of al l  existing relations, is individualieed thus : 
" And it shall be, as the people, so the priest, as the servant, so 
the master, aa the maid, so the mistress ; as the buyer, so the 
seller, as the borrower, so the lender, as the creditor, so the 
debt0r."-~5~t# is mwuline, with an unaccentuated ;(, which 
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merely eervee to give greater fulness and euphony to the word. 
Ewald, Maurer, and H i h q  suppose, that the pointers were at 
fault and mistook the feminine for a m d n e .  But there are 
too many analogous cases in existence to admit of such a auppo- 
sition, and the question is eet at rest by the mamuline which 
immediately follows. A change of genders we should never look 
for in mch a connection as this. 

Ver. 27. "Invert, invert, invert,' the Eand urt'I.3 I, thie ale0 
abida mt, wt i l  he c m ,  to w h m  ie the right, to him I give 
it." 

;?y is a noun derived. from the Piel, like nB$z, ridicule 
(chap. xxii. 4), from &:, ; and ~ 3 4 3  contempt (chap. xxxv. 
12), fmm The *r$het has seie&d this word of his own 
forming, as these analogous derivations show, for the express 
purpose of pointing out the connexion between inversion as a 
punishment, and inveraon aa a crime. The reference to 1 3 ~  in 
ver. 24, 25, is very conspicuous. They were the first to turn 
things upside down ; now it is God's turn. The triple reitem 
tion adds force to the declaration. The in qpq may 
be referred either to n&t this, the existing condition of things, 
or to p~ the land. The latter is favoured by the parallel pas- 

r r 
sage in Is. xxiv, 1, " he inverteth the face thereof" (namely of 
the land), of which Vitm'nqa has given an excellent exposition, 
and one thoroughly applicable to the paasage before us. He 
aays : " These metaphorical expressions indicate a complete in- 
version of the condition of the state, and a change of auch a 
End, that the lowest becomes highest, and the high& lowest, 
and perfed equality is produced in the circumstances of all, 
whether nobles or paupers, strong or weak, rich or poor, the 
republic iteelf being overturned and the inhabitants being atrip 
ped of all they po88essed." I n  the phrase ~7 &$ n&ma 
the word ale0 should be particularly observed. Tt shows that 
n ~ t  (this) refers to the condition consequent upon the inversion 
mentioned immediately before. This aleo is not to be perma- 

1 The word wkJIren would undoubtedl be more oorrectly nnd fomibly 
r e n d d  it t a n  upside down;' but w a m p t o  an e q r r i o n  h a d  admit. 
of bein nptod three tirnea u the text requirea ; ovntorn," on b ether 
hand, k not convey the carmot idea.-Tu. 
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nent ; the declaration " this is not thisn applies just aa much to 
the new condition ae to the one which preceded it, and thue 
overthrow succeeds to overthrow ; nowhere is there reat, nowhere 
security, everything is fleeting, until the appeartlnce of the great 
reetomr and prince of p c e . ~ ~ &  very frequently denotes the 
right to a thing. If we adopt &a meaning here, we can only 
explain it as referring to the right to the heed-band and crown, 
which their former possessors had forfeited through their un- 
godliness. We h v e  already proved, however, (vol. i., p. 85 
seq.), from the reference to Gen. xlis. 10 and Ps. Ixxii., that 
the word is used here to denote justice in an absolute sense, in 
contradistinction to the wickednew and unrighteousness of those 
who had previously possessed the throne.-There is no ground 
whatever for rendering the suBx in ?inn2 a dative. The 
per8m was so clearly pointed out alre&; that there was no 
necessity to describe him further. The fundamental passage 
(Ps. lxxii. 1) requires that the su fh  should be referred to the 
right. 

THE SECTION.-CHAP. XXXIV. 28-$1. 

The prophecy against the wicked shepherds, in chap. xxxiv., 
belongs to the aeries of revelations, which the prophet continued 
to receive from the evening of the day before the arrival of the fugi- 
tive, who brought the news of the capture of Jerusalem by the 
Chddeans, till his arrival on the following morning (chap. xxxiii. 
22). By the spirit of prophecy Ezekiel foresaw his coming, and by 
means of the word of the Lord, which interpreted the act of' the 
Lord, he sought to ensure its producing the desired effect upon 
the exiles generally, whose elders had gathered round the p r e  
phet, with s large company besides, as they usually did when the 
hand of the Lord was upon him (6. chap. xxxiii. 11). The 
word of the Lord by the prophet waa for the most part consola- 
tory, indicating his mercy and grace towards Israel, and his cove 
nant fidelity ; for his justice was ao loudly proclaimed by the 



event, that a hint was all that was required. In  this respect we 
eee here a perfect reeemblance between Ezekiel and Jeremiah. 
Before the destruction falls, threats predominate in the ad- 
dresses of both these propheta ; but no sooner hae it actually 
occurred, than prom&ea take their place. Evil and good 
were equally hidden from the natural man before they actually 
came. From the eame want of living faith sprang pride and 
haughtineea before the destruction, and &r it despair,-both 
equally pernicious, and both in their turn alike the object of p m  
phecy, the design of which was everywhere to bring out the 
ides in contradistinction to the existing reality.-We have already 
shown in our notes on Jer. xxiii., that we have there the ground- 
work of the prophecy in chap. xxxiv. It is the prophecy of the 
shepherds of Iarael. The wicked shepherds are to be destroyed, 
and the sheep of Israel to be aaved by the Lord, who will him- 
eelf undertake the office of ehepherd, and lead them by means 
of his mat David. The tidinga of the fulfilment of the &st 
psrt, the punishment of the wicked shepherds, which were 
brought in immediately afterwards, could not but serve aa a 
pledge of the fulfilment of the aecond part, which rested upon 
the eame foundation, the covenant faithfulness of the Lord. 

Ver. 23. " And I r a k  up olae shepherd over t h ,  and ire 
feede them, men nty emant David, he will feed t h  and he 
soia be tkir ehpherd." 

The word 9na.p is a sufiient disproof of the auertion of 
Hitzig, that Ezehel expected the bodily resurrection of David, 
inaamuch as he is speaking of the appointment of a new prophet 
(cf: ver. 29, h u t .  xviii. 15), not of the bringing back of an old 
one, which would have been something so thoroughly abnormal, 
that it would surely have been more defbitely explained. Still 
more decisive is the evident allmion in ver. 12, to the original 
promise in 2 Sam. vii., "When thy days are full and thou lied with 
thy fathem, I wiU raiee up (9nnv7m) thy 8eed after thee, which 
cometh forth fiom thy body, and wi l l  establish thy kingdom." 
Those, who aecribe such singular opinions to particular prophets, 
have no conception of the manner in which all prophecy is linked 
together, as its divine mission n e c d y  reqnires. The lut  
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link in the prophetic chain, with which Ezekiel throughout ie 
closely connected, contains no hint of a bodily resurrection of 
David, it only speaks of a "Son reigning upon his throne." 
Again the fact that Ezekiel's reference to the Messiah consists of 
mere allusions, shows that he has no thought of bringing for- 
ward anything new with regard to his person, and i~ equivalent 
to an express rehearsal of former and fuller prophecies. The 
peculiar feature in this prophecy is the more distinct announce- 
ment of the Messiah as the good shepherd (cj  Jer. iii. 15, xxiii. 
4). The words of the Lord in John x. 11, " T am the good 
shepherd," allude particularly to the passage before us. With 
regard to the article, Lampe says, "he pointed to those prophecies, 
with which the Pharisees were well acquainted, and in which he 
had been promised under this designation." Compare also 1 
Pet. ii. 25, and Heb. xiii. 25, where allmion is made not only 
to Ezekiel, but to Jer. xxiii. and Zech. xi., between which pro- 
phecies this prediction of Ezekiel f o m  the connecting link. It 
is very evident from chap. sxxvii. 24, and from the parallel 
passage, Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, where Judah and Israel are c W  
together, that m~ (one) refers to the former separation of 
Israel and Judah ; and it is altogether in vain that Jaha makea 
every exertion to defend the rendering " u n d ,  singularis,"-a 
meaning which the word never has. In substance, no doubt, he 
is right. There was to rise up a most distinguished descendant 
of David (Venema : '' one in whom David, God's own king and 
representative, would, so to speak, live again"), in the strictest 
sense " one after God's own heart," who would receive back in 
its fullest extent the kingdom of his father. For the loss of 
dominion was threatened as a punishment to the family of 
David, because it was no longer after God's own heart, and even 
the most faithful of David's successors had not been so truly 
6 6  after W s  heart," that the promine of a future reunion (cf. 1 
Kings xi. 39), could be fulfilled in them, Hence the announce 
mcnt of one shepherd involved a declaration of the higheat ex- 
cellence, and also of the fact that the grace of God in ita richeat 
measure would be bestowed upon the nation through him. 
There is a direct reference to this passage in John x. 16, " one 
fold," " one shepherd," where our prophecy is still further ex- 
tended, and Christ is declared to be a shepherd not for Judeh 



and Israel alone, but for the Gentiles a h ,  and the one shepherd 
ie just on this account " the good shepherd," Cver. 11.) Hitzig'e 
assertion, that TN is used " in contradistinction to several in 
succession," foundere on both the parallel pasage and the 
o r i g i d  promise, the latter of which takes away all force from 
his argument, that previous to this there is no allusion to the two- 
fold division of Israel. In  the relation in which Ezekiel stood 
to Jeremiah, the 23d chapter of the prophecies of the latter must 
be regarded as the context to this passage.-The title given to 
David, " servant of W," relates not merely to his willing 
obedience (Havemick), but also and still more to his election ; 
aee our remarks on Is. xlii. 1.-The rule of David, the type, 
ie deecribed as a feeding, with particular reference to his f o m  
vocation, 2 Sam. vii. 8 ; Ps. lxxviii. 70, 71 (see the note on this 
paasage). ;.r* indicates the design, ;.rn its fkbilment. The 
contraat betw&n the two, which was so co&-icuous in the conduct 
of previous shepherds, and plunged the nation into such inde- 
ecribable misery, is now to cease (compare, in addition to the 
parallel passages already quoted, Jer. xxx. 9 ; sxxiii. 15, 16). 
Our remarks on Jer. d i .  18, with reference to the prelimi- 
nary fulfilment of the prophecy under Zerubbabel and the other 
leadera of the people, are equally applicable here. We may very 
properly interpret the name David as denoting the race of 
David which merely culminated in Christ, so that the fuWment 
in Christ was not the only one, but was the highest and trueet 
fullilment (see the remarka on Is. lv. 3 and Hos, iii. 5). 

Ver. 24. "And I ,  the Lord, wz7l be Qb& to them, and my 
servant Daeid p ' n c e  in the mkbt of t h ,  I, the Lord, have 
yoken it." 

The promise to David is to flourish again, his descendant is 
to be the servant of God in EO complete a sense, that the former 
painful difference between the direct and indirect government of 
God will altogether cease. 

Ver. 25. "And I conclude with tiLm a covenant of peace, 
and mtemnirujcte the m'ld h t s  out of the land, and they dwell 
eafeely in the h e r t  and deep in the wood8." 

The meaning of this covenant has already been discussed in 
Jer. xxxi. 32. Peace with God, which was to be secured by the 
ervant of W, the Prince of Peace (16. ix. 5 ) ,  the true Solo- 
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mon (see the note on Gen. xlix. lo), would be followed by pesce 
with the creatures of God, which he had hitherto enlisted against 
his rebellious people. The description given by the prophet in 
this and the following paasages re& entirely upon Lev. xxvi. 
Compare for example ver. 6 :  "And ye dwell wfely in your 
land, and ye lie down, and there is none to make you &aid ; 
and I exterminate the ev i l  beasta out of the land, and no terror 
shall penetrate into your land." From thk classical pasetlge the 
prophet intentionally borrows the form of his representation, the 
substance of which is, that wherever God is, his gifts and bleat+ 
ings will be found in all their fulnese. He does not announce 
anything new, he merely repeats what the law of God had 
already declared to be necessarily involved in the idea of a cove 
nant-nation. And whilst it waa oertain, that his prophecy had 
hitherto been but partially fulfilled in the history of Israel, it 
waa just as certain that the complete fulfilment had yet to come ; ' 

see Hosea ii. 20. 
Ver. 26. " And I make them and the envirm of my hill a 

bibaing, and cawe t k  rain to dacend in it8 seaeon ; t h y  will 
be bleesed rains." 

The hill is Zion, the holy mountain. It is evident, however, 
from the pronoun " them," that the hill denotes Israel, the people 
of God, of whom it was the spiritual dwelling place. Hence 
the environs of the hill must necessarily be the heathen, who 
are allied with Israel. Compare chap. xvii. 23, where all the 
fowls of the earth are said to gather together under the tree of 
the kingdom of God ;--chap. xvi. 61, where Zion receives its 
sisters, the mt of the nations, as daughters;--chap, xlvii. 8, 
where the water of salvation, which iusues from the new temple, 
is described as flowing through the desert and healing the waters 
of the Dead Sea (the emblem of the world), and John iv. 18. 
Havernick thinks the introduction of the heathen is out of place 
in such a paasage as this, where the glory of Israel alone is 
referred to. But as far back aa Gen. xii. salvation for the 
heathen is inseparably connected with dvation for Israel, and 
Israel cannot possibly enjoy complete salvation, without the 
heathen sharing in it. Moreover,. the environs of the hill could 
never stand for Israel itself, for, according to the Old Testament 
idea, Iarml dwells on Zion (Ia. x. 24), not round &out it. The 



word mnyaqD (those " round about herl')is wed in chap. xvi. 
57, to denote the heathen nations around Jerusalem ; compare 
chap. v. 5, 6 ; Dan, ix. 16 ; Micah v. 6.-A blessing ia a stronger 
expreeeion. than b h e d  ; cf. Qen. xii. 2. Israel is to be a living 
blessing. The repreeentation of the blessing as rain, founded, 
as it is, upon the mtural peculiarity of Canam,'which made all 
the rest of the natural bleseinga of ,God ;dependent upon the 
rain, is also taken from Lev. xxvi. 4 (compare Deut. xi. 13, 14 ; 
Joel ii. 23.) 

Ver. 27. " And the tree of the &ldIdIdyields ih h i t ,  and t b  
land yielda ih produce, and they dwell eafely in their W,  d 
they learn that I am the Lord, I break their yoke and 
deliver them out of the hand of t h e  who menel them." 

The clause from " and" to " produce" is taken from:Lev. xxvi. 
3 ; the next clause from ver. 5 of the same chapter. And in the 
third c l a w  there is a caaual allusion to ver. 13 : " I ,  the Lord 
your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, 
out of bondage, and I brake your yoke." As Israel had then s 
positive proof tb t  God waa Jehovah, so shall it receive a fresh 
proof, and pemonal experience of the fa& in the still greater 
repetition of that event, viz., their redemption from the dominion 
of the world, axtd entire subjection to God and his anointed. In 
this allusion we find an intimation that, to redeem 1&1, God 
does not need to become different from what he is, but that 
He, Jehovah, the sole perfect Being, needs only to continue un- 
changeably the same. The construction of q with 3, to serve 
in a person, to perform service by means of a prson; then to 
enslave him, is taken from Ex. i. 14. 

Ver. 28. " And they ehaU no m e  be for a pry to the 
heathen, wither e M  the bea t s  of the earth devour them, and 
t h e  48 none who & t h  afraid' 

The heathen can only exercise dominion over the nation of 
the Lord, when through ita own fault it haa d to be a nation 
at alL Now, therefore, their power over Israel ia brought b 
an end. The wild beds ,  in both a literal and figurative 
sense, are the heathen conquerors ; cJ 'Is. xxxv. 9, lvi. 9 ; Ez. 
xviii. 10. 

Ver. 29. " And I rube up to them a planlation fm a mme, 
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and they na Wer be w e p t  a- by hunger in the Zand, 
and they shaU not bear any more the r v h  of the ? m ~  
t h . "  
ynn ie to be taken in the eenee of plantation. There ie an 

alluzoi to Gen. ii. 8, 9 : " and God planted s garden eaetward 
in Eden, and there he placed the man whom he had formed ; and 
out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food.." (Observe the hunger 
in the verse before us.) With this pasaage compare also the 
words of God sfter the fall (iii. 18, 19) : " thorns and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." The hie- 
tory of the fall is constantly recurring ; the first sin shows both 
the genesis and consequence of every sin. Mows himself directa 
attention to iB significance in thie respect, when he observa 
that before the destruction of the cities of the plain of Jordan, it 
waa well watered everywhere, aa the garden of God, i.e., para- 
dise (Gten. xiii. 10). But the prediction contained in the history 
of the fall was more especially realised in Israel. God had 
planted for it a garden in Eden, full of treea pleaeant to the 
sight and good for food. He had given it the land flowing 
with milk and honey, together with all the blessings attached to 
its possession. But Israel had lietened to the voice of the 
tempter, and its paradise had vanished, though not for ever. 
Once more would God plant it a garden in Eden filled with 
pleasant trees. The existence of such an allusion in the pawige 
under review is c o n h e d  by chap. xxxvi. 35: "this land 
becomes like the garden of Eden ;" and by chap. xlvii. 12 : " and 
on the brook (compare the words of Gten. ii. 10, ' and a stream 
went out of Eden to water the garden ' with ver. 1 of the chap 
ter, ' behold waters hued  out from under the threshold of the 
house eastward') there grow on both sides, on its banks, all kinds 
of h i t  trees ; their leaves do not wither, and their fruits do not 
cease." There is also a similar alluaion in Is. lx. 21 ; and lxi. 3 : 
" and they shall be called terebinths of righteousness, the plant- 
ing of the Lord for glory ;" but here the righteous themselves are 
described ae the trees of the new paradise, whereas in the p q  
before us the plantation is formed for them. Vitrt'nga : '' it is 

I 



to be converted into a paradise of God, to be planted, as it were, 
with cuttings from the plantations of God, which wiU grow into 
etrong and lofty oaks f compare Joel ii. 3, where the h d ,  
previous to the judgment, is described as resembling the garden 
of Eden, and then again, after the restoration, a fountain like a 
fountain of paradise issues from the house of Jehovah and 
waters the vaJley of the thorn trees (chap. iii. 18 ; cf. Zech. xiv. 
8.) If, then, this allusion is clearly established, it is also certain, 
that the meaning of thk passage goes beyond that of the parallel 
paseage in chap. xxxvi. 30 : " and I multiply the fruit of the 
tree, and extend the produce of the field, that ye may no longer 
receive the reproach of famine among the heathen" (a passage 
which is sdcient in itself to set wide such explanations as those 
of Jahn, RosenmiiUer, and Ewa2d), and that, in order to com- 
plete the whole, we must necessarily include the other pardel 
psssage in chap. xlvii. 12. The new paradise which the Lord 
would plant for his people, denotes the blessings of divine grace 
in their fulleat extent. The blessing of the fruit treea, which 
formed one portion thereof, waa also.symbolica1. The outward 
plantation ww a type and shadow of the spiritual fountain, whose 
waters issued from the wctuasy ; juet aa hunger had previously 
represented a state of general destitution and want. The clause 
" they shall no more bear the reproach of the heathen," shows 
that the conkt explanation of &I is not that given by De 
We& ' I  for my glory," but '' for a da i e  to t h . "  They bwme 
the nation of the bleesed of the Lord, and thua are delivered 
from the reproach, which rested on them on account of their 
rnieery,-the heathen regarding this aa a positive proof of the 
absurdity of theii b o d ,  that they alone were the people of the 
Most High God. There is also an allusion here to Deut. xxvi. 
19, aa well a8 in Zeph. iii. 19, and Jer. xiii. 11. 

Ver. 30. " And they Jtnd, porn. experience, t h t  I, the Lord 
tRiT God, am with them, and they, my people, the howe of IMWZ,' 
aaith the Lard Jehovah." 

6 L  The house of Israel" is emphatical here : Ierael, the people of 
God and covenant people in the strict and literal sense of the 
word (compare the note on chap. xi. 15). 

Ver. 31. " And ye are my Jlock, the jlock of my ptotrc am 
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ye men, I am your God, mith the Lord JehovaA ;" see our remarks 
on the Wax expression in Jer. xxiii. 1. 

The expression " ye men" direde attention to the depth and 
greatneua of the divine condeecension, and anticipates the objec- 
tion, which incredulity would offer, to the effect that man, who 
h88 been taken from the earth ( a d a d ) ,  and returne to it egain, 
M incapable of so intimate a union with God 

THE SECTION*--CHAP. XXXVT, 22-82. 

The whole d o n ,  chap. xxxvi. 16-38, is included in the 
series of discourses delivered on the day before the intelligence 
arrived of the destruction of J e d e m .  This section is well 
and brie0y described by V e n m  as follows : " He unfolds the 
cause and reason of the rejection and destruction, and also of the 
deliverance and restoration, the former of which may be traced 
to the corruption of the people, whilst the ground of the latter ie 
solely the sanctification of the divine name." The former we 
find in the introdnction (ver. 17-21), the latter in the leading 
portion of the discourse, ver. 22-38, of which we omit ver. - 
3 S 3 8 ,  as simply containing a recapitulation. 

Ver. 22. " Therefore 8ay lo t h  hwe of Imael, thw saith the 
Lord Jehovah, not for your do I this, you of the howre of 
lwael, but for my holy name'e s&, which ye have pfaned  
cvmoltg the h d h ,  whither ye have come." 

The hoheas of the name of Gtod denotes his incomparable and 
absolute glory (see the note on Ps. xxii. 4 and Rev. &. 8). The 
fad that both hew and in Is. xlviii. 11, the redemption of Iarael 
is based upon the honour of Gtod done, in contradietinction to 
merit of every kind, was on the one hand very humiliating (corn- 
pare Dent. ix. 6, " And thou know& that the Lord does not 
give thee the good land for thy righteou8nw1 strke"), since it 

8 



thoroughly annihilated all human chime ; but on the other hand 
it waa also very consolatory, for the broken and contrite hesrts 
diacovered that their aalvation did not rest on any human founda- 
tion at dl, and could not therefore be disturbed by the sins of 
their nation. At &-st sight the reason assigoed by God for the 
redemption of Israel appears to be a very outward one. He 
seema to have been induced to change his former purpoee of des- 
troying Ierael, by a cause entirely apart from himeelf, namely, the 
contemptuous speeches of the heathen, whose conclueions resulted 
entirely from their inability to discern the deeper grounds of 
what had d. But the thought must be distingubhed 
from the form in which it ie expreesed. The latter ie popular 
in i b  character, adapted to render the thought accessible to per- 
eons, whose minds are less disciplined than thoee of others. The 
conclusion drawn by the heathen waa thoroughly well founded. 
That Israel was the people of Jehovah they never for a moment 
doubted ; they were well acquainted with past events, which bore 
witness to the fact, and the tidings of the glorious promiees and 
solemn oaths, which they had received fromHim, had also reached 
their ears. If, then, all at once he cast this nation entirely 05, 
how could they do otherwise than conclude, that there w a ~  not 
much ground for the boasted holinesa and glory of this God, 
seeing that he had either promised what he could not perform, 
or waa unwilling to perform what he had promised-in fact that 
he waa exactly like their own ddties, who merely reflected the 
einful mture of their worshippers ? If the heathen were correct 
in their eupposition, that Gtod had cast off his people for ever (we 
must imagine thie as implied in the words, " the people of Jehovah 
are they, and they have gone forth out of their land," ver. 20), 
their conclusion was unanswerable, and the only poeaible way in 
which God could be justified waa by a practical refutation of the 
words "for ever."-This view,--viz., that the words of the heathen 
are noticed only so far aa they were founded upon fads, whilst 
the true foundation of the latter waa the nature of God himself,- 
is confirmed by a comparison of such pmgea of the Pentateuch 
aa the prophet had before his eyes, e.g., Ex. xxxii. ; Num. xiv. ; 
and Deut, k1 The prof-tion of the name of Cfod refers not 

1 At first sight, indeed, it ap M if even in thm peagea the deli=- 
aam of brael N m p m m z a  matter of mpriog aud by M means 
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to their actions but to their condition. Thie is evident &om 
what precedes. But the pyophet intentionally attributes to 
Israel, as an act of its own, all that had resulted from ite condition 
and fate, which were so directly at variance with the idea of a 
covenant nation. For the guilt of these reproacha attached to 
them ; their condition was the inevitable and natural coneequence 
of their actions, and hence they were justly called upon to hum- 
ble themselves on account of such reproaches. It was not the 
heathen, but they, who had brought down the high and holy 
Gtod into the sphere of sin, impotence, and vanity. 

Ver. 23. " And I sanctify my name, the great one, which has 
been profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned k7a the. 
midat of them, and the heathen learn, t W  I am Jehovah, eaith 
the Lord Jehovah, when I sancttfi my8eEf on you before your 
eyee." \ 

dependent upon the divine nature. God upeak~ u if he was h l y  resolved 
to deatroy the nation, and aftawe& appears to be induced entire1 by the 
t i  of o a d  u e x  u n h  u the p r o ~ l e  ridicde of the 
heathen, to Limit hie judpenta to t c a c t u a l  sinnera, and continue to the 
nation the bleaainga of ~ t a  election. But on closer consideration it is 
evident, tht, for a cular purpme, Qod bringa forward 6mt of all only 9"" one side of the who e question, namely, what he would do from the very 
neoesait~ of his nature, if there were no covenant or promise in existence. 
This deggn is very conspiouous in  all thtw passeges ; compare Ex. xxxii. 10 : 
"and now let me alone, and my anger shall burn against them, and I will 
coneume them, and make of thee a great nation." There are similar expreaL 
dons in  Num. xiv. 12, and h u t .  ix. 14. The temptation of Israel, err the 
serwnt of God, is mmpanied  by the temptation of Moaea, the servant of 
Qod also, as we may perceive from the outwurd circumstance that he fasts 
forty d a p t h e  standinesign of tempbtion in the Soripturea ; ef: h o t .  ix. 9. 
The temptation reaches ita culminatmg point from the simple fact that Ierael 
suooombe. This would 'veto Moeea a very plnwible retext,'for sacrificing 
the la to his own aelfsh interrta, and at.bliahing~imaelf in their b. 
~ h e a e r  of the people is to be temppt in all thin* lib the people &em- 
selves. For this m m n  God on1 manifests one eide of his nature, appears 
(without miare meentin4 himeedas though be Ut(. the aide of his -ntls 
*LI-intereat. b e  hveu  ~t to him to bring the other side of his n a t w  out to 
view. The fact that he does tdie conetitutea hia credentials, and the o u t  
ward manifeetation thereof ia the seal which Qod seta upon them, the light of 
hie countenance. In the manner, in  which thie is done by Moseq we may 
see clear1 that he on1 area for the repro~ohee of the heathen, so far err 
they are &me out by &e facta of the case. For he distinctly mentions the 
fwta in hia ~gpeala, Thus, for exampl in Ex. xxxii. 13, he r 
 remember A raham and I.U. and Isd, th eervanta, to whom 2; 
hut rmrn by th lf, and h u t  r i d  to them : {will multiply our dl" 
b ; h u t .  ix. 2 T 1 l  Remember thy aervanta Abraham, (ta., loo{ not unta 
the stubbomnesa of hiapeople; nor to their wickedness, nor to theu sin;" 
Num. xiv. 17. NOW, beuwch thee, let the power of my Lord be pt, so 
thou haat spoken : J e h o d ,  longdering," k. 



To sanctify is the same as to glorify. The expression " the 
great one," which is appended to " my name," assigns the reason. 
Gad takes care that his name shall receive due honour. The 
manner, in whiLh God is sanctified or glorified on the Israelites, 
is explained in what follows. Many prefer the reading " in their 
eyes" to Dyy25 in your eyes. The faet, that the former read- 
ing is founYd'b kveral critical authorities, proves nothing more 
than that there have been critics before now, who judged accord- 
ing to &at appearances. If it is certain that the reproach of the 
heathen rested upon fads, it is not less certain that it was abao- 
lutely neceseary that God should vindicate his honour in the fate 
of the Israelites, aa well as in that of the heathen. The two are 
classed together in chap. xx. 41, 42, just as they are here. 
" h d  I will be sanctified in you," says Jebvah in that passage, 
" before the heathen, and ye shall learn that I am Jehovah, when 
I bring you into the land of Israel, into the land, which I lifted 
lip my hand to give to your fathers ;" compare ver. 44, " aod ye 
shall know that I am Jehovah, when I have wrought with you 
for my name's sake."--" Before your seeing eyes :" thus speaks 
the prophet with reference to the pusillanimity of his nation, 
which looked only at what waa visible, and which it was the 
object of dl these discourses to point out and condemn. 

Ver. 24. "And I take you from a- the heathen, a d  
gather you out of aU l ad ,  and bring you into your land. 
Ver. 2!i. And I eprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
becone clean all your impurities ; and &ma all your jilth 
(the idols) wzll I cleanse you.'' 

We have here first of all the groundwork pointed out of 
the stmdcation of God in his people, namely, the forgive- 
nese of sins, the taking away, which must 'precede all giving, 
(compare the notes on Jer. xxxi. 34). It is ve y evident that 
there is an allusion in this passage to the Moeaic rites of 
pdca t i on ,  especially to the holy water, in which the ashes of 
the red heifer were mixed, and which served as an antidote, first 
to the greatest of all defilemente, c o n k t  with a corpse, and then 
to defilements in general (wide Num. xix. 17-19 : " and for an 
unclean person they take of the ashes of the burnt sinsffering, 
and pour living water upon it in a vessel, and they take hyssop, 
and a clean man dips it in the water, and sprinkle8 the tent and 
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all the veeeels, and the souls (persons) which are there ; and the 
clean man eprinklea upon the unclean man and aklvea him ;" 
see alao Pa. li. 99. A plausible explanation of, these allusions 
is sometimes given, namely, that the prophet changea the 
material into the spiritual ; but it is more correct to eay that 
what waa a symbol in the law is employed aa a figure by the 
prophet. He does not interpolate, he expounds. A proof of this 
opinion may be found in the fact, that those, who have attempted 
to explain the meaning and design of the laws of purification on 
other grounds, have fallen into great absurdities. Look, for 
example, at the section in Michael&' Mosaischee Recht relating 
to this subject (Pt. 4,s 207 eqq.). That he did not shrink from the 
most far-fetched explanations is evident from §. 217, where Moses 
is ealrl to have ordered unclean earthen vessels to be broken, be- 
cause he did-not approve of earthenware for cooking uteneile, on 
account of ita being so brittle and thus involving grater lose. 
The rest is of a piece with this, and yet in spite of hie inventive 
faculty Michaelie is obliged to cod- that there are m a q  lawe 
of uncleanness, for which he can see no object at all, no " m i d  
advantages." He devotes an entire section (8 213), to the 
question, "why were there no laws relnting to pestilence ? 

1 Amrding to H a d  the prophet does not allude to Num. xir., but 
to Nnm. viii. 7, where the Levites, on the oocasion of their consecration, 
are ordered to be s rinkled with the water of sin or of the sin-offering 

~ u t  & fiut, thu notlang is mid hem about the manner in  
E S ' L e ,  m a t o  * pepmi, pints to mme u umt  plrs* in 7 which the proper directiom are .ad such a pawage we nd in Num. xu.  
In ver. 9 it  ie expmsly stated, t t the water containing the nahw of the red 
heifer ww not merely intended for deflementa t h m g h  oontaot with a oorpee. 
I t  is spoken of there as an antidote for nncleanneea and sins of every hnd. 
I t  waa quite in order, that the direotiom for the preparation of this water 
nhonld be p t p o n e d  till an m u n t  had been given of the oeremony, to be 
performed in connexion with the worst of all dcfilemente, that of contact 
with a oorpee, although it  had been actually made use of before, and thus 
Bahr'a objeotion (S bolik Part 2, p. lM), f a  to the p n n d .  There in 
also a mferenca to g. xix. in Pa. l r  9, u the mention of h p o p  d u l y  
nhows (ampere Num. xis. 18.) Them wes no other wuter of aprinklin 
than that repsred with the b .d  the rcd heifer! the oolonr of rhicf 
.PP-doin. Compere Egypt and the Boob o! M- @ 173, Bulr 
hon), tw ebo Heb. ix. 13, where the ashes of a helfer are mentioned don 
witb tb. blood of w and t e . - ~ t ~ m i a ~ a  remark th.t the m u u  of 

mifiation denoad the ~ o r ~ h o e t  (ver. 27). in by no m u u  a&. 
iPrinkling with nta ie never referred to in the W p t -  as a eymbol of 
renewal, but dwqa denow the fo$mnem of aha; compare Zed. xiii. 1, 
in whioh there is a h  an alladon to um. six. 



Ought not such disesses to have been preeminently pointed out 
in the law, as cases of Levitical impurity, in order to guard 
against infection P" If Moses had looked merely at " social 
advantages," he ought certainly to have given greater prominence 
to peetileme and many other infectious diseases, than to dieeaaee, 
which are either not infectious at &,--and which Michael& has 
been under the neceety of changing for the first time, into 
d i m s  that were not heard of for thoueesda of years &r Moees 
died,--or which have so little of an infectious character about 
them, that, as in the case of leprosy, ordinary internurse ie 
attended with no danger whatever. Any one may see, that the 
reasone, migned by him for the omission of pestilence, am quite 
inadmissible.-The support, thue obtained to the symbolical 
meaning of the laws relating to impurities and purifications, ie 
strengthened on closer exmination. We fhd outward d d e -  
men& u n i v e d y  p M  on a par with such as are ~piritud, and 
the means of outward purification with those of a more inward 
character. See, for example, Num. xix. 20, " a man who defilea 
himself, and doea not abeolve himeelf, t k t  4 exttmnbted 
fromthe congregation; forhe has defiled the aanduaryof thelord. ' 
The unclean man is treated in precisely the same manner aa the 
sinner. The eacrificee offered for him are sinsfferinga n m  ; 
the pried & q ia t i iw  for him before the Lord (see, for ex- 
ample, Lev. xv. 15). Those, who amme that the object contem- 
plated was simply political, can find no other explanation, than 
that Mom made religion subservient to his own purpoees. 
Michael& assert% thie without hesitation (8 212) : " God, who con- 
descended to become the civil legiahtor of the Israelites, made 
uee of the all-powerful indimmentality of religion." If thie 
d o n  were correct, nothing else would be needed to .prove, 
that Mow was not a divine messenger,-+ view which this work 
of M&haelie has done more to propgate, than all that baa been 
written by those, who openly avow it aa their belief. There ia no 
foundation, however, for such an assertion. There is no indica- 
tion whatever of political motives. On the other hand, the 
symbolical character of the whole of the law mpporte the con- 
cluaion, that this part is symbolical a h .  To excite a living con- 
eciouaneee of I& and holiness, and of the ooneequent neceeeity 
for mbstitution and expiation, w e  an object which Mom always 

D VOL. 111. 
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kept before him, and to thb  object the l a m  of purilhtion were 
also subservient. The consequences of sin, so far aa they are 
visible, are intended to produce this consciouweas. All the 
ceremonim relating to outward impurities had reference to sin, 
which the people of the Old Testament, to whose care the 
language of symboh had been entrusted, would the more readily 
discern in the Qpical rite, from the fact that otherwise the action 
performed would have been unneceseary and absurd. We have 
already epoken of this in connection with one of the most promi- 
nent examples of Levitical uncleanness, namely leprosy, in our 
notes on Jer. xxxi. 39. With reference to mother, uncleannew 
through contact with corpses, Deylitq has correctly obeerved 
(Obss. iii. p. 70) : "from this they could judge, how great waa 
the corruption of such as were unregenerate and sinners in the 
sight of God." Those who were phymcally dead were the mod 
appropriate symbol of such aa were " dead in treepassee and 
sins" (Eph. ii. 1, 5 ; Col. ii. 13) ; compare in Heb. ix. 14, where 
sins are described as " dead works."-These remarks will serve 
to show the full meaning of th allusions to legal impurities and 
purifiwtions. There is no arbitrary transfer of the physical to 
the spiritual in this case, but an expoaition of a ceremony which 
originally referred to epiritual things. Ezekiel docs not promise 
something new, but takes a promise already existing in the law 
and announces its complete fulfilment.' 

Ver. 26. " And I give you a lleut heart, and a laeur qir i t  will 
I put within you, and I take away the heart of cltone from 

I 
&in you, and give you a heart of j&ah (see the note on chap. 
xi. 19). Ver. 27. And I will put my pirit within you, and 
came you to walk in my commandmen&, hndkeep my righteous 
jtdpnmtcl and do t h  (cf: chap. xi. 20). Ver. 28. And ye 
dweU in the land, which I gave to your fatirera, and become to 
me a peqpb, and I become to you a God" (compare chap. xi. 
2% 

The worde " ye become h." refer exclusively to their condi- 
tion : they are to be h a t e d  aa the people of God. 

1 In m Ihmrtationr on the Pentateuch, vol. ii., p 506 t d ,  I havealrscrdy Eo given ela rate proofs, that the ceremonial law u an allegory, intentionally 
alothing in drspery dootrines, which had been held without a symbol pmvioua 
to their baing thae olothed. Compare eepecially p. 609 where the lam of 
@cation ure treated of, and rto my Commentq on keo. sir. 4. 



Ver. 29. " And I redeem you from all your uncleartmu, 
and caU the cum and increme it, and euepend no w e  hmger 
over you. 

The o m c l m w e 8  referred to here are the same, as thoee 
p k e n  of in ver. 25 ; but according to the p d e l  paaqp the 
redemption has reference to their coneequencea. 

Ver. 30. " And I iweaae the f i i t  of the bee  and the pro- 
- d m  of the Jield, dhat the reproach of hunger may no w e  rest 
wpn you anong the heathen (6. chap. xxxiv. 27, 29). Ver. 
31. And ye remember your ways, the evil ways, and your 
deecb, which. are not good, and become disgwted with yourselves 
on acmht 'of your ab antd your ubomimtione. Ver. 32. 
Not for your sake8 do I this, 8 d h  the Lord Jehouah, let thin 
be h u m  to you, be aahannerE of y w ~ e l w  and bhuh for your 
way4 ye h o w  of Id.." 

TEE 8EOTION.-CHAP. XXXV11.22-28. 

The thirty-seventh chapter also belongs to the series of revela- 
tions, which the prophet received during the night, before the 
arrival of the messenger with tidings of the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and which had all one common object, namely to counter- 
act the faintheartedness and despondency of the people. The 
chapter contains a twofold, yet closely connected, meesage from 
God. In  the first part (ver. 1-14) the restoration of the 
Israelites as a covenant nation is announced, in the second the 
reestablishment of their common brotherhood. 

With reference to the first part, the question arises in what 
relation it stands to the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. 
There can hardly be any doubt, that the prophet borrowed his 
imagery from this doctrine, and therefore that it was not only 
we11 known to him, but was regarded by the nat,ion generally aa 
indisputably certain. " Moreover," says Pareau, in his Comment. 
de immortal. p. 109, "it must be borne in mind that their dis- 
courses (viz., those of I d a h  andEzekie1) were intended for public 
uee; from which it followe that thie doctrine of the resurreation ww 
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ao generany known in that age, that they were able to draw from 
it a very simple, clear, and, in a certain sense, popular imagey." 
The doctrine of the resurrection was current among the people of 
Gtod in the time of Ezekiel. This is evident from Is. xrv. 8 
and xxvi. 29 (to which pawgee Ezekiel apparently refera, c$ 
Kiiper Jeremiaa p. 96), and, aa is generally admitted, from Dm. 
x i  2. Hence it cannot possibly be supposed, that them is 
no connexion between the description contained in this chapter 
and the doctrine of the resurre~tion.~ But the suppoeition, 
that there is any direct reference to it in this passage, is pre- 
cluded by the exposition of the symbol in vers. 11-14.' The 
only explanation left, therefore, is that the prophet boiowed his 
imagery from it. Still we must not Btop here. It must a h  be 
added, that the idea, e x p r d  by the imagery, can only be fully 
realised when the event itself occurs, from which the imagery is 
borrowed ; and therefore that the latter is not only taken from the 
event, but points tr, the event in return. Be truly as Gad is 
God,-this is the idea,- truly must all death be the pathway 
to life in his kingdom ; and it is on this idea alone that the cer- 
tainty of a gloriove resurrection rests, a certainty which the idea 
itself would render indisputable, even if there were no express 
datementa to this effect in the Word of God. 

1 Hiiumick denied, that there wae an distinct alluaion to the doctrine of 
the raunadion, and Odder h r  ado tadbb r i e n  (me biu V.T. antentia de 
rebus post morfem, p 4 7  AIXO&~ to 

HC-13, the mphet does no- 
thing more in v a n  -1 th.n - o a cm-is, t8e d v e  porn  
of Qod, which aoou2d even m5ce to awake the dead. But this vim aennot be 



G+otiw, in hie usual shallow style, gives it aa hie opinion, that 
the prophet is merely speaking of a w s  &&lie and vita &lie. 
This is a p'm' inconceivable. The essence and heart of the 
Buffering would then be altogether disregarded in the consolation 
sdministered. The fact, that Israel was no longer a nation, waa 
the cause of sorrow to those, who were everywhere the sole objecta 
of the prophet's consolation, simply because they eaw in this s 
poaitive proof, that Imael waa no longer a covenant-nation, and 
God no longer in the midst of it. And we should hardly ex- 
pect that a prophet, who always lays such emphaeis upon the 
inward and epiritnal reptoration,-the tran$omtion of the 
heart of Btane into 8 heart of flesh,--and merely regards the oub 
ward redoration as an accident and dect ion of the inward, 
would so far forget hie vocation in this inetance, aa to ssrrume the 
charrccter of an ordinmy patriot. Moreover the very opposite 
may be proved from the section itaelf. In the explanation of the 
vision in vera 1%14 a twofold dietinction is made, so far as 
the restoration is concerned We have, j i~s t ,  the reahration to 
Cansen, and, in general, the r~establishment of civil order, the 
outward ~eutitutw ilc integrum, which is repreeented by the open- 
ing of the grava, the coming together of the dry bones, and 
their being clothed with fleah and skin. Thus what were bones 
before are changed into corpses, in which aa yet there ie no 
living spirit, There ie, BeOOtuay, the quickening of these 
spiritual corpaee by the Spirit of God, for which all that 
had occurred before had merely w e d  as a preparation ; 
whilst, in themselves considered, theae p r e h h u y  acta had been 
of little moment, and were not proper objects of prophetical 
asnouncement This aecond feature is symbolically represented 
by the impartation of life in its ordinary sexme ; and, aa the 
nature of the viaion required that everything should be brought 
within reach of the senses, the medium, by which this is effected, 
ia the breathing of the wind,' the natural symbol of both the 

1 m e  sathor adhaw to hid opinion that in ver. 9 meana the wind 
nnd not the spirit. He cannot make u hul mnd to tiun~late the 
l lmne thou intad of come hbm the four win& thou wmi~ and 
blow u n the slain." The fwt that the word meena spirit," both befom 
and A, cannot aside the peation, teause the apirit is rea~y 
referred to in thia M well. Eitzig'r ohjeotion, thst tmoh a wind M 
thii oould never put life m(o e deed men, hrre no fome whatever, since there 
i s  no real d i h n o e  between the wind spoken of and tho spirit. 
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lower and higher spirit of life, as was universally admitted 
among all nations and in every language of the ancient world. 
The Saviour breathes upon the disciples, as a sign of the gift of 
the Spirit ; and on the day of Pentecost " suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind," Ads ii. 2. 
There is evidently an allusion here to the pasaage before us, 
which is ementially connected with the event referred to ; see 
also John iii. 8. Ewald is quite correct in his remark that 
"there is the less room to underetand the words ' I put my 
spirit within you and ye live,' as meaning something different 
from renewal by the Holy Spirit, from the fact that the prophet 
has so clearly and emphatically spoken of the latter but a short 
time before (chap. xxxvi. 26, 27)." Again, it is evident from 
ver. 14 that the order, in which the outward restoration and the 
quickening by the Spirit are mentioned, merely belongrr to the 
form of representation, and serves to indicate their relative 
importance ; for in the passage referred to the order is reversed. 
Hence, from the nat,ure of the life imparted, we may draw our 
conclusions as to the nature of the death. The captivity of the 
people, and the destruction of Jerusaiem and the temple, did not 
constitute death ; they were merely the signs of death, the decom- 
position of the corpse. The body had already become a corpse. 
The vital principle of Israel, as the people of Qod, was the 
Spirit of God. This spirit still dwelt in individuals ; but the 
attention of the prophet is not directed to individuals now. He 
fixes his eye upon the congregation of the Lord, as a whole. In  
this nothing but spiritual death presented itself to the view of 
the prophet and his fellow mourners ; and the question put to 
him by the Lord in ver. 3, " Son of man, can thew bones live," 
coupled with the prophet's answer, " 0 Lord God, thou knowest," 
indicate the fact, that it was altogether beyond the bounds of 
human probability, that his death should give place to life, be- 
cause that human means would be of no avail, and it was 
impossible for a heart of stone to change itself by its own Atrength 
into a heart of flesh. Before God promises life, therefore, through 
the mouth of the prophet, the latter has fiat of all to declare, 
that he knows nothing of this life, that it is beyond the natural 
order of eventa. From what we have &d it is evident, that the 
whole section is Meeaianic ; that the filfilment of the promine it 



contsins is only to be looked for in Christ, and in the gift of the 
Holy Ghost beetowed through him ; and that this fulfilment is 
dill going on, being seen wherever death giva place to life in 
his church, and will go on till its final completion, when death 
is swallowed up in victory. 

The second part commence3 with a symbolical action,-It 
mattera not whether it occurred outwardly, or mereb inwardly. 
Most likely, however, the latter, judging from d o g y  and the 
fact that, with Ezekiel, the inwwd greatly predominates. The 
prophet, representing the Lord, takes two pieces of wood,- 
stiicka not tables, as we may see from Num. xvii. 17-18, h m  
which the form of this symbolical traneaction was derived. On 
the one he writes the name of Judah and hie oompanione, that 
is, of those sections of Israel which had consorted with him, 
vie. part of Benjamin, Levi, Simeon, ahd the pious, who had 
come over at Merent t h e e  from the kingdom of the ten tribea 
to the kingdom of Judah. On the other he wrote the name of 
Ephraim, with the red of those who had 8880~iated with this 
ruling tribe, so as to form one kingdom. These two sticks he 
then presses firmly together in his hand, as a symbol of the 
grace of God, which would at some future period effect a union 
of the kingdoms, that had long ago been divided on account of 
the sine of the people. The explanation in ver. 21-28 goea in 
some reepects beyond the symbol. It is not reetricted to the fact of 
the future union ; but describes the attendant circumstances and 
b l e d  reeults, and points to the person of the great king, who 
is to bring this union to pass, and to beetow blessings upon both 
This ie quite natural ; for the fact iW first attains ita f a  
&niiic8nce in this connexion. The union of the two into one 
national brotherhood could only be set forth, as the mult ,  or es 
neceeearg part of a renewd of their whole condition. 

Ver. 22. " And I I& t h  one W h  on the ll~llntaina o/ 
Iarat4, and a king laU be king to them all, and t h q  wiU be no 
w e  two natione, neither will thq  be divided into two king- 
dome any w e  (cf. xxxiv. 23). Ver. 23. And they wzU no 
w e  de@e themeeluu by their abominatione and their detatabb 
tAr;nS13, and bg aU ticeir h m q r d n a ,  and 1 save them out of 
all f i r  dwet&ng~Zaces, wherein they h u e  binned, and cleawe 
ihm, md h e  my pop& and I bccomc their God" 
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Deliverance fiom the dwelling-place is not effected locally but 
spiritually, by the removal of every trace of sin, h t  &om their 
hearb, and then from their immediate neighbowhood. Thua 
the land ia changed by the power of the Lord into another land, 
from a Binful land into a holy one ; juet aa it had previouely been 
changed by the guilt of the people from a holy into a einful one. 

Ver. 24. "And my e m n t  David 6 kivq over t h ,  and 
there will be one ehepherd to them d, and they uhaU walk in 
my rightem jtdqd, and keep my . ; 9 h  jplrEgnzenls a d  
do them." 

The promise of one king, contained in ver. 22, ia here more 
closely dehed. It is the great king of the tribe of David ; and 
therefore all the glorioua promises, made to David and in him 
to the kingdom of God, are revived again. 

Ver. 25. " And they d w d  in the lad, whkch I gave to my 
emant  Jacob, w h e t h  your fdhet8 dwelt, and t h e  dwell 
tM7t they and their e m  and their e m '  e m  for ever, and 
David, my emant, ie plrrzm to them for ever." 

That the f ia t  &&I (for ever) is to be taken in the Btrict 
eense of the word is evident from the second ; compare the note 
on Jer. xxiii. 3. 

Ver. 26. " And I rnake with them a menant of p e ,  am 
euerhting covenant wiU exiet math them, and I give them and 
d i p l y  them, and place my eanctwzq in the midet of them for 

- ever." 
The expression " I give them and multiply them" is correctly 

explained by Venaa to mean : dab0 eoe m~iplicato8. There 
is an allusion to the promise made to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 6. 
That the prophet does not employ the term " sanctuary " with 
reference to an outward building, as mch, but that the presence 
of the Lord in the midst of hia people is regarded by him, ae 
involving all that is essential to the idea of a eanctuary, is evi- 
dent from chap. xi. 16. 

Ver. 27. " And my tabernacle 6 over them (eee the remark0 
on Ps. Iwiii. 30), and I b e c m  their God and they become my 
people." 

There is an allusion here to Ex. xxv. 8 : <' And they make 
make me a sanctuary ( m i h h )  and I dwell among them;" 
compare Lev. xxvi. 11. This promise, according to the pro- 



phet'a explanation, still points to the future for its complete ful- 
filment ; not till then will God be truly in the midst of his 
people, and the difference between heaven and earth come to 
an end. In the destruction of the temple, therefore, there is no 
ground for hopeless lamentation. The true fulfilment, of which 
the rebuilding of the outward temple was merely the prelude, ie 
corredly explained by Vitm'nga (Obserw. i. 4, p. 161), as consist- 
ing in the " dwelling of God in the midst of the people through 
the Son and Holy Spirit." Compare John i. 14, where the ex- 
pression Puajvcouev dv +iv represents the X6.joc made flesh as 
the true p@ of God, with evident reference to the same pat+ 
sage of Exodus, which the prophet had before his eyes. Compare 
also Rev. xxi. 3 and 1 Cor. iii. 16, vi. 19, where believers are 
called the temple of God because the spirit of Christ dwells in 
them ; and my remarke on the temple as the symbol of the 
kingdom of God in the dissertations on the Pentateuch (vol. ii. 
p. 514, sqq. tmd.) .  

Ver. 28. " And the h t h e n  perceive, thut I Jehovah eancttfi 
I m l ,  h e  my eanctmy is alnong them for ever." 

To sanctify meam to put an end to the connexion, not only 
with sin, but tdh with the evils to which it leads. In the present 
instance the latter are referred to, as these alone would be likely 
to attract the attention of the heathen. At the same time the 
former is presupposed as an indiepensable prerequisite. There 
is an allusion to the promises contained in the Pentateuch, 
with reference to the eandcation of Israel ; compare, for 
example, Lev. xx. 8, xxi. 23, xxii. 31-33. Hitherto these had 
been but partially fuIlilled, because Israel through its sin had 
failed to mnctify God, and therefore could not be treated as a 
sanctified people. We may Bee how closely these two were con- 
neded together by refenkg to Lev. e. 32 : " and ye shall not 
profane my holy name, and I will be sanctitied in the mi& of 
thi children of Israel, I ,  the Lord, who sanctify you." In future, 
however, Gtod himself will take care, that the required conditions 
ahall not be wanting, through the richer bestowment of the for- 
giveness of sins, and a more abundant outpouring of the Spirit ; 
and therefore the consequences will fully and surely ensue. 
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TH15 NEW T E M P L E .  

(Chap. x1.-xlviii.) 

Fourteen yeare after the conqueet of J e d e m  and the de- 
etruction of the temple, Ezekiel beheld, in a vision, the restora- 
tion and glory of the kingdom of God, set forth under the imaga 
of the rebuilding of the temple. According to Bottcher (Proben 
alt-testamedicher SchrifterHhng p. 232) the temple of E m  
kiel was intended " as y~ ideal representation of a temple, b&3ed 
upon historical grounds, and drawn up partly from memory and 
partly from imagination, which was to eerve as a design for the 
rebuilding of the sasctuary, when the people returned from their 
exile." The same view is adopted by Hhig and Thenive in 
the appendix to the commentary on the boob of Kings. 

But very weighty objections may be offered to so literal an 
interpretation. 

Bottcher himself unconeciously argues qpiwt his own theory, 
when he says : " I t  is not a Phoenician architect, nor a histo- 
rian following historical records, but a priest's son and apro- 
phet-who represents his design for the temple aa m n  in a 
&ion, and that not for builders or for an architect, but for " the 
whole house of Ierael," (chap. xl. 4, xliii. 10 sqq.). 

To give directions for building the temple formed no part of 
a prophet's vocation. The duties of a prophet had no connexion 
whatever with legislation. So far aa the time being was con- 
cerned, they adhered strictly to the law of Moses. Their taak 
was to bridge over the space, which separated that law from the 
hearts of the people. And with reference to the future, their 
work was aimply to prophesy ; whilst there is not a aingle 
example in the whole range of prophecy of anything ana1ogous.t.o 
this vision of Ezekiel, as it is interpreted by Bottcher. Moreover 
such an interpretation removes this vision entirely away from any 
connexion with the general series of Ezekiel's prophecies, eubse- 
quent to the destruction of Jerusalem. These prophecies are 
strictly confined to prophetic ground. There ie nothing legisletive 
or hortatory in their character. Everything from chap. xxxiii 
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onwards, centrea in one object, namely, to ward off deepak from 
the people of God, by pointing to a future period, richly laden 
with mercy and ealvation. And we naturally expect that this 
design, which runs through the whole of the mond part, will 
be brought to a climax at the end of the book. 

'( The symbolical interpretation is favoured, as Hailernick 
justly observes, by the form employed,-that of a vision,-the 
eseential characteristic of which is to set forth ideaa in a con- 
crete and tangible shape." In  the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment there is not a single vision to be found, in which the form 
and the idea conveyed coincide so completely, aa would be the 
case here, if the literal interpretation were correct, and none in 
which there would be so little room for theological exposition. 
Yet the book of Ezekiel is the last book, in which we should 
expect to find a vision of such a description ; so impenetrable, 
in general, is the covering of drapery under which the thought 
is conceded. It is of eapecial importance here to compare the 
vision in chap. viii.-xi., in which the destruction of the city ie 
eet forth ; since the prophet himself, in chap. xliii. 3, describes the 
present vision as the counterpart of the other. In the latter, 
however, as we have already shown, a literal expoeition is inad- 
missible, and a distinction must always be made between the 
thought itself, and the drapery in which it is clothed. 

The preconceived antipathy to a literal expoeition, with which 
we approach this d o n ,  is confirmed on further investigation. 
The whole section exhibits a series of phenomena, which are 
absolutely irreconcileable with .such an interpretation. 

The very commencement should d c e  to put us on our guard 
against it. It takes ua altogether away from the sphere of ordi- 
nary actions. " He set meJ'-we read in chap. xl. 2-" upon a 
mountain very high, upon which there was aa the building of a 
city towards mid-day." It is very evident, that we have here a 
reprwntation of the future glory of the kingdom of God, under 
the @re of an exaltation of the insignificant templehill, simi.h 
to that which we have already found in Ieaiah. (Michael& fmy0, 
" such as Isaiah had predicted that Mount Zion would become, 
not physically, but by eminence derived from dignitg and the 
glory of the gospel"). In chap. xvii. 22,23, ref'nce has ahead7 
been made to a high and lofty mountain, in connexion with the 

I 
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future glory of the kingdom of Qod. Zion, which looked very 
high even in Old Testament times, when contemplated with the 
eye of the spirit (Pe. xlviii. 3,4, Ixviii. 17), wiU rim in the future 
to an immeaeurable height. If any doubt could possibly remain, 
with reference to the id& charader of this particular festnre, 
and consequently of the whole picture, it would be removed by 
Rev. xxi. 10, " And he brought me in the Spirit to a mountain 
great and high, and ahowed me the city, the holy Jerudem, 
dewending out of heaven from God" 

The ideal character of the whole ie alao c o n h e d  by the dimen- 
sions of the new temple, given in chap. xJii. 15 sqq., where it has 
been found necessary to alter the rode, so expressly mentioned, 
into cubits (Bottcher, Ewa2d, Hit+, T k i w ) ,  for the purpose 
of getting rid of the ideal interpretation and carrying out the 
literal one. 

The description of the entrance of the glory of the Lord into 
the new temple in chap. xliii. 1 eqq. ehowa how inadequate the 
litersl explanation really is. It ie all the less allowable to 
abide by the letter in the present instance, aince in that caee we 
sbould be obliged to aasume, even on the ground of chap. x i  
22, 23, that on the occasion of the Chaldesm deakuction the 
Shechinah departed from the temple in a vieible shape ; especially 
aa there is an expreea allusion to this in ver. 4. The simple 
thought is evidently the following, the presence of the Lord in 
the midst of hie people will be manif& at a future period with 
a glory unknown before ; and this wss perfectly fulfilled in Christ 
This passage, again, completely refutes the assertion made by 
Dathe, " that the prophet ie not giving promima, but directions 
aa to the plan on which the new temple is to be built." We have 
here an occurrence, which the Israelites could not in any way 
help to promote, and therefore may we it aa a clue, with which 
to diecover in all the re& the simple promise, that lies hidden in 
the labyrinth of meaeurementa, wbhh dietingniehea the *on. 

The section, chap. xlvi.. 1-12 ie a traneperent allegory, and 
the attempts at a literal exposition are ao evidently without farce, 
that they are utterly unworthy of any close inveetigstion. 

The literal explanation founders on the new divieion of the 
land among the tribe%, which ie described as being perfectly equal 

a 
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and altogether regardleas of the circumetencea of actual life ; and 
alao on chap. xlvii 22,23, where foreigners are said to be placed 
on the same footing aa the children of Israel in relation to this 
divieion. The thought may easily be discerned through the 
transparent covering : " The differenoe between Jew and Gtentile, 
which existed under the Old Testsunent, is completely done 
away." (Mtkhaeh.) 

Thus then the literal exposition ia inrrdmieeible. At the aame 
time it must be confessed that there are serious diBiculties in the 
way of the d e g o r i d  or symbolical interpretation, which was a 
very favourite one in ancient times. I t  m o t  be denied that 
there is a certain amount .of truth in Hitrtig'8 words, that " sym- 
bolicd exposition can, in certain casea, only be carried out in 
a forced m8nner and without any proof whatever, in other cases 
not at, all ; and Hauemick ought to have given examples to 
prove the statement made in his commentary, that it is poe- 
Bible to carry it out in ct manner at once perfect and beautiful." 
ViHnga' b fully proved, that the author goes far too minutely 
into mhitectural details, for an allegorical interpretation to be 
maintained throughout,however clear it may be, that in particular 
psages it is abeolutely necessary. The measurements, for 
example, which extend to the breadth of the doors and the thick- 
ness of the walls, prewnt an insuperable boulrier to such an in- 
terpretation ;-if we admit, that is, that in the department of 
biblical eymbols it is never allowable to have recomge to fanciea 
and guesses, but that the means of sober interpretation are always 
fully provided. 

We will endeavour, then, to avoid the diBiculties to which the 
two methods are exposed 

The tabernacle and Solomon's k p l e  had both of them a 
symbolical chamcter. They were symbols of the kingdom of 
God in Israel, ae I have already shown in my dieRertations on the 
Pentateuch, vol. ii. p. 516 sqq. This is evident from the name 
given to the tabermcle : tent of meeting, the place where God 
meets with his people, where he holds communion ; and also from 
Lev. xvi. 16, where all the children of Iurael are mpremnted ae 
dwelling in spirit with the Lord in his tent, which is regarded 

1 danleydinge tot het rechte veretent van den Tempel Eseoh. Th. 2, p. 291 
q4.1 302 qq. 
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therefore as pothing less than an embodiment of the church.' 
In a whole series of pawages in the Psalms, the tabernacle and 
temple are referred to, aa the places where believers dwell in 
apirit with the Lord, and therefore aa the repreentation and 
type of the church. Thus, e g., in Ps. xxiii. 6, " I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever ;" xxvii. 4 : " one thing have I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life ;" and Pe. lxxxiv. 
5, " bleseed are they that dwell in thy h0uee.~'9 The Lord 
expressee the same idea when he says in Matth. xxiii. 38 : " your 
home is left unto you empty." They are left alone in the temple, 
which is deprived of the pmnce  of God. And Paul makea a 
similar comparison when he ataye in Eph. ii. 19 that believers are 
" the household of W," and in 1 Tim. iii. 15, " the h o w  of 
God, which is the church 'of the living God," the church of the 
New T e h e n t  being here represented as the antitype of the 

1 " And he absolves the ~ c t u e r y  from the impurities of the children of 
Isrsel and from their tran OM, 'dl their sins, and this he doer to the 
tent of meeting, which d w r  with them, in the midet of their impurities." 
Because, apirituall conaiderod, dl the children of h l  dwell in the tune 
t u q ,  it  is MM SY every uin BA~,  who denies h t  thie - an 
bann upon the question in hand, haa only attended to the latter d 

0 o d 5 e  observea in his work on Solomon's temple, p. 85) dwelt in a tent 
in the midst of the mole.  but ee even Israelite mi& be more or lea Leri- 
tioally impure and jet &me into a n t &  with the &t, and therefore ae t h b  
might d b l v  (?)be defiled, it  wae to be o l e e n d  onca a year from their (the 
peo- lets) uncfebdneao." The fact, however, that tmtwgr&iotu are mentioned, 
a t t h a t  the expression " all their &a" follows immediately afterwar& b 
su5cient to ehok that such a view is untenable. 

2 I t  is hardly mnceiwble that in the face of these and othor eimilar p- 
mms. Buhr ( a  80). should llev : "there ie .id aa little force in the other 

M arpressly rtated in  Pa. ro. 1, for 9 y never meana to dwell in the ordinerJ 
aenm of the word, but to rtay aa a guest or hmger. 
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temple under the Old. Compare 2 Cor. vi. 16, and 1 Cor. iii; 
1'7 : " if any man defile the temple of God, kc., which temple ye 
are," with Jer. vii. 4, where the unbelieving covenant-nation ia 
blamed for assuming to itself the prerogative of the believer, to 
be the temple of the Lord. Israel, then, with the Lord dwelling . 
in the midst of it, is the true temple of the Lord. (Ex. xxv. 8). 
The outward temple was only a w b o l  and shadow of thia 
spiritual temple. 

If, then, it is absolutely Oertain, that the temple was the 
symbol of the kingdom of Gtod in Israel, and a type of the church, 
it must be evident at once, that in a vision, the essential charac- 
teristic of which is to embody ideas in a concrete form, the re- 
storation of the kingdom of God could not possibly be represented 
in a more appropriate manner, than under the image of a restored 
and glorified temple. 

But it is not merely with reference to the leading idea, that the 
description of the new temple is transparent in its character. I n  
s comiderable number of details, which we have already noticed, 
such, for example, as the raising of the temple hill, and the 
fountain which issued from the sanctuary, the ajmbolical mean- 
ing is unmistakable. 

The d o g y  of the material temple, in connexion with which 
the attempt to qiritualise every minute detail has invariably 
failed, would lead us to expect in this case other particulars, 
which can only be regarded as the filling up of the picture. 
Even Bahr has gone too far in this respect. In  the case of 
Ezekiel, the reaeon, for describing so minutely the details of the 
building, wae to give a forcible poqf of the pmpiret8 $PM 

belief in the continued mietence of the kingdom of God. 80 
long aa the church lay prostrate and the sanctuary was in ruins, 
this ideal temple of Ezekiel waa to serve as a support to the 
weak faith of the nation, and take the place of the fallen sanc- 

tuw. 
It was very natural that Ezekiel's temple should correspond in 

many respects to the temple of Solomon, since the latter furnished 
the most appropriate mbsbralzum for the purely ideal picture 
drawn by the prophet. 

The temple of Zerubbabel was so far related to that of Ezekiel, 
that the leading idea contained in the deacription of the latter, 
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viz., the indestructible nature of the kingdom of God, was re- 
elized in the former, so far aa it was possible that it should be, 
until the time arrived when the foreshadowing of spiritual thinge 
by means of the temple, which waa an eaeential c-rietic 
of the Old Testament, was rendered obsolete by Chriet and 
hie church. I t  is very evident, however, that the connection 
between the temple of Ezekiel and that of Zerubbabel is entirely 
of a spiritual character, and is not to be looked for in material 
details, from the simple fact, as Havernick has already observed, 
" that the second temple waa not erected according to Ezekiel's 
design, and that the other diredions given by him were not 
carried out in any respect whatever." As Ezekiel was invasted 
with the authority of a me888nger from God, we may infer from 
this, that the ideal charscter of his vision was fully understood, 
and that the Israelites perceived that it was not with sn architect 
that they had to do, but with a p~ophot, whoee mission concerned 
not the hands, but the heart, which he was mt to stir up to faith 
and hope. 

The ideal character of Ezekiel's description being thus firmly 
established, we muat acquire the habit of disfingnishing gens 
rally between the prophet's leading thoughts, and the hpey in 
which they are clothed. I t  has 0 t h  heen brought as a charge 
+net the firet principles of Chrihlogy, that they foeter en 
excessive habit of epiritualieing. Thoee who are disposed to 
bring such a charge aa this, had better first try their own method 
of literal interpretation on thew nine chapters of Ezekiel. They 
will never be able to carry it out, unless they come to the 
extremely doubtful conclueion, that the Christian Church is 
eventually to return to the beggar1 y elementa of Judaism ; and 
this they cannot do if they act comientioualy as expoeitore, 
h c e  such passages as chap. xlvii. 1-12 rtw decidedly clt 

variance with any literal interpretstion. I t  must be conceded 
here, that we have no right to appeal to the letter of the Old 
Teatement in support of such theories as the return of the Jews 
to Canaan, a practice which ie the more indefensible, aa the New 
Testament is altctgether silent on the mbjed of any ouch return. 
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THE SECTION.-CHAP. XLVII. 1-19. 

The whole account of the new temple in its leading fecttures 
is of a Messianic character. Its fulfilment under the New Tes- 
tament is constantly going on, and the future alone will witness 
its completion. In  the patsage before us, which contains one of 
the most remarkable prophecies in the Bible, the Mesuianic 
elements are brought to a climax. 

' The arrangement is very simple. We have firat the descrip 
tion of the water issuing from the sanctuary (vers. 1-6), and 
the trees growing upon the banks (ver. 7), and secondly, the 
account of the end to be subserved by the water (vers. 8-11). 
and by the trees (ver. 12). 

Ver. 1. " And he led me back to t h  door of the howe ; and 
behold water8 issued out under the threshold of the h e  tozuarda 
the east, for the front of the home w m  iowards the east, and 
the waters flowed down u& the &ght Bide of the h e  to th 
m t h  of the altar." 

Water, which renders barren ground fertile, and yields a 
refreshing draught to the thir~ty, is used in the Scriptures to 
reprwnt divine blessings, especial1 y salvation, which had already 
been set forth in paradise in the form of water ; cf. Gen. xiii. 10. 
The figure is explained in Is, xii. 3 : " with joy shall ye draw 
water out of the wells of 8alva:ion." Also in Is. xliv. 3, " I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground, I will pour out my spirit upon thy seed and my blessing 
upon thine offspring," where the b M n g  ~0~eSpond8 to the 
water, and the p'mmt is mentioned as the chief form in which 
the blessing is conveyed, the groundwork of all salvation to the 
people of God. The root of evil is sin. This must first of all 
be set aside by the Spirit of God. In the book of Revelation 
(chap. xxii. I), where the idea contained in this passage is 
resumed in the words, " and he showed me a pure river of the 
water of life," i.e., of dvation or bleesedness, the nature of the . 
water is expressly pointed out. This is not the writer's own 
explanation, however, but is obtained from a combination of ver. 
1 and ver. 9 of the chapter before us, in the latter of which the 

VOL. 111. E 
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effect of the water is plainly described as l@.  Here the water 
appears first as a fountain, it is not till ver. 5 that it assumes 
the form of a stream. In the Revelation, on the other hand, it 
appears at once as a stream. The difference may be explained 
from the fact that John had only to do with the church of 
the last days. The fuluess of life or of salvation, which will 
be powessed by the glorified church, is shown by the fact, that 
from the very first it issues forth as a river. Ezekiel carries out 
the intimation given by Joel (iii. 18), "and a fountain issues 
forth from the house of the Lord, and waters the valley of 
Actu:iaa" (the symbol of human want ; and Zechariah again 
dudes  to Ezekiel in chap. xiv. 8). It is a question of compara- 
tively trifling importance, whether the figure employed by the 
. prophets was occssioned by the fact that there was a stream of 

water constantly flowing in the first temple. (See the remarks of 
Theniw on this subject in the appendix to his commentary on 
the Books of Kings, p. 19). The connexion is certainly not a 
very close one. There wss no actual fountain in Solomon'n 
temple, but the water was conveyed thither by subtemneoua 
channels. Thus the natural water waa brought to the spot for 
the service of the temple, cmd waa not even conduded within 
the precincts of the actual temple, but only into the fore- 
court. The spiritual water, on the other hand, springs up 
in the temple itself, and flows on till it reaches the desert and 
the Dead Sea.'-In Ezekiel the water iwues forth under the 
threshold of the house towards the east ; according to the Re- 
velation, the river of water proceeded out of the throne of God 

. and of the Lamb. John has here completed the account in Ez. 
xlvii. 1, from chap. xliii. 7. The h ~ u u c  in Ezekiel meass the 
true temple, the holy place, and holy of holies. With reference 
to tbis we find in chap. xliii. 1-7 : " and behold the glory of 
God came from tlie east, and his voice like the voice of many 
waters, and the earth shone with hi8 glory. . . . h d  #e 
glory of the Lord came into the house through the gate towards 
the &. . , , And behold the house was full of the glory 
of the Lord. And I heard one speak to me out of the houae, 
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. . . and he said to me : Son of man, (thou seest) the 
place of m y  throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I 
will dwell in the midst of the children of I~rael  for ever." The 
fact, that the Lord enteru with his glory into the sanctuary, 
explains the reason why henceforth tho streams of salvation 
issue from it. From the temple now lying in ruins they never 
could issue, because it was never truly the place of God's throne. 
The sanctuary, that is the church, was first made the " habita- 
tion of the throne'' of God by Him, in whom "dwelt all the ful- 
nesa of the godhead bodily." Henceforth its name became 
"Jehovah is there," chap. xlviii. 35. And John points to the 
manner in which the announcement of the indwelling of the 
glory of God (in chap. xliii.) was fulfilled in Christ, when he 
speaks of the throne of Gtod cvnd of the Lamb.-The expression 
" for the front of the house was towarde the east," preeup- 
poses that the water would necessarily flow from the front of 
the house.-The words "and the waters flowed down below 
the right side of the house, to the south of the altar," have 
been variously misinterpreted. The fact that the water is de-. 
scribed as flowing down may be explained on the ground that 
the moral elevation of the sanctuary, the place, in which the 
Lord was enthroned, was necessarily represented as an outward 
fact for the purposes of the vision.1 The right side alwqe 
mean8 the south. The water issued forth from the eastern 
gate of the house, in the strict sense of the term, and flowed 
below the house, not straight out, but downwards, and therefore 
through that part of the forecourt, which was under the southern 
aide of the house, or through the south-eastern portion of the 
forecourt. The words " to the south of the altar" express the 
reaeon, why the water could not flow on in a straight line from 
the gate of the house to the outward eastern gate, but necessarily 
turned towards the south. The reason is purely a local one. 
Immediately in front of the eastern gate of the sanctuary stood 
the altar of burnt-offering, and thus prevented the water from 
taking a direct course ; compare chap. xl. 47 : " and the altar 
was before the house," " in the middle of the court, and in front 
of the deps leading to the temple." (Sturm). 

1 Amrding to Thenius, p. 35, the actual building was m i d  abovo tho 
inner aourt even in Solomon'a temple. 

E 2 
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Ver. 2. " And he led me out by the way at the gate toward8 the 
w t h ,  and led me oubide round to the outer gate, which looks 
to the east, and behold matere h d  forth f+m the right side of 
the h e . "  

The prophet, having seen the water at its source, was now to 
trace its onward course. For this purpose he had to leave the 
temple. rLs the direction taken by the water was towards the east, 
the proper gate to go out at would have been the eastern gate of 

. the forecourt ; but according to chap. xliv. 1, 2, the outer gate 
of the sanctuary was kept constantly shut, because the Lord had 
gone in by it, when he made his entrance into the temple. The 
prophet was therefore obliged to take a circuitous route, going 
out at the north gab, and then coming round to the east gate, 
when he was outside the temple wall. And behold water8 &sued 
forth: 333 baa no connexion with 333 to weep, which might 
euggeet the meaning to trickle. Moreover, such a meaning ia 
quite umiuitable here, as the water must necessarily have been 
characterid by fulness and life, when it first issued from the 
spring. On the contrary it is allied to -p an oil-bottle ; FuUer 
nays nag denotes the copiousness of the stream which issued 
forth like water flowing from a bottle." I t  is rendered in the 
Septuagint nare+dpero ; in the Vulgate, redundantes. From 
the right side of the howe. The prophet was on the eastern aide 
at the ewt gate. He saw the water flowing away towarde the 
a t .  The southern (? the right) side, therefore, can only be 
the south-eastern, in contraat with the south-weatern, and a h  
with the gate which etood due emt ; compare 1 Kings vii. 39, 
where the brazen sea is said to have stood on the right 
side of the house eastward towards the south, in other words, 
"a t  the eastern end of the temple, but on the south sideN 
(Michaelis). 

Ver. 3. " And the man went out towards the e a t  and hud 
the measure in hi8 had, and he meamred a tlwossand cubils, 
and led me through the water, when it reached up to my anclee. 
Ver. 4. And he measured again a second time a thowand cubits, 
a d  led me through the water, when it went up to my k w .  And 
he meamred a tlwwand cubib more, and made me go through, 
rrnd it reached up to my loins. Ver. 5. And he measured a 
tlrot~und rime, wlwn if u?ar n river, d i c h  I could not wade 



through, /or the water was too deep, eo t W  one was obZ,iged to 
A, a river, which c& l~ot  be foro?eder9' 

We have here a representation of the Meeeianic salvation, 
which, though at first comparatively insignificant, will continue 
to expand with ever increasing fulness and glory. Compare 
chap. xvii. 22, 23, where the Meseiah appears as a tender twig, 
which aRerwards grows to a large cedar ; and the parables of 
the mustard seed in Matt. xiii. 31,32, and the leaven in ver. 33, 
where Bengel correctly explains the three measures of meaJ aa 
ref* to the threefold division of the h u m  race, alluded to 
in Gten. x. 1. I mi2 not cross i t  (ver. 5) ; judging from the 
analogy of ver. 3, 4, the prophet learned this by actual experi- 
ment, that is, by going in up to his neck (Is. viii. 8). If this 
had not been the case, the farther remark "which cannot be 
forded" would be superfluous. In ver. 6 the prophet is led back 
to the brink of the river. 

Ver. 6. " And he mid to me, Son of man, seat thou ? And 
he bade me go, and brought me back to the brink of the 
etrearn." 

The words " seest thou" contain an allusion to the great 
importance of the fact just mentioned, and intimates that it waa 
well worth geeing. Compare chap. xl. 4. The Berleburgher 
Bible says: " hset thou seen to what a blessed state the earth 
will be brought by the outflowing of the spirit and the plenteous 
rivera of grace." These words form a conclusion, and also a 
connecting link with what follows. 

Ver. 7. " When I returned, behold on tlre bank of the river 
there were very many t rea on the one eide and on the otlm." 

The need of salvation is represented as hungering as well ae 
thirsting ; and, accordingly, life or salvation is represented here 
under the image of fruit, just tre it had been before under that 
of water. Compare Is. lv. 1, 2, where bread for the hungry ie 
mentioned, as well as water for the thirsty. The trees them- 
elves have no particular meaning. Their importance is derived 
exclusively from the fruit they bear. 

Ver. 8. " A d  he said to me: t h e  walers go fwth to the 
east county, and Jlow dowra to the heath, and come to the sea ; 
to the sea (come) t h e  that are brought out, and thus the &trs 
are heokd." 

i 
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As nS,5> frequently occurs in the sense of circle, or district, 
there is no reason whatever for following the Septuagint, in which 
it is rendered Galilee (a district much too far to the north), 
and thue connecting it with Is. viii. 23, where Galilee is men- 
tioned as partaking in an especial manner of the Messianic salvn- 
tion. The fact that the heath, that ia, the Arabah or Valley of 
the Jordm, is mentioned before the eea, must yossees some 
theological importance. For nothing else could possibly have 
induced the prophet to pass by the valley of the Kedron, 
wlJch waa 80 admirably adapted to hie purpose and open8 
immediately into the Dead Sea, and to conduct the waters 
by a physically impossible course, viz., over the heights which 
separate Jenisalem from the low-ground on the banks of the 
Jordan. What this theological meaning is we may gather from 
the primary passage in Joel, where the valley of Acacias (Shit- 
tim) corresponds to the ArabaL here, and from 1s. xxxv. 6, " in 
the desert shall w a k e  break out and streams in the heath," 
where tho Arabah is parallel to the desert. As the wnter hae 
~lready bwn described as taking its course to the e a t  country, 
tlic portion of the Arabuh referred to here can only be the 
wuthern extremity immediately above the point at which the 
Jordan flows into the l ) d  Sea. But just at that point the Ara- 
bah assumes the character of a cheerless desert, c j  v. R a u w  
y. 52 : " At the northern extremity of the Dcad Sea there is o 
desert, which stretches upwards along the wcetern side of tho 
plain of the Jordan to a point above Jericho.-Mmro says that 
the plain along the lowcr~ordan and Dead Sea from the moun- 
tains of Judah till you go down to Jericho bears the aspect of 
extreme d e e o l a t i o n - i t  again (Erdk. 15, 1, p. 552) says : 
"Farther south (from the ford of Helu) to the northern ex- 
tremity of tlie Dead Sea every trace of vegetation disappears, 
with the exception of a few marine plants ; the undulating 
ground and clayey soil give place to a perfectly horizontal plain 
intersected by rocky masses of sand and clay." In the Bible tho 
desert represents a lost condition, and tl~crefore is an appropriate 
emblem of a world egtrauged from God and shut out of his king- 
dom. Thcre can hardly be any neceaaity to prow, that the sea re- 
ferred to is the Dead Sen, and not the Mediterrnnean. All that 
preceds~  point^ to the cad, via. : rer. 1 and 2, in which the water 
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is deecribed aa iesuing from the eastern side of the temple ; 
ver. 3, where the man, who follows the course of the stream, 
is aaid to go towards the east; then the east country, and lastly 
the Arabah in the verse before us. The Dead Sea is a h  
called the eastern sea in chap. xlvii. 18 93373 (compare 
n2ynv in the present verse). The connexion between the sea 
and the Arabah also favours the supposition that the Dead 
Sea is intended, as the sea referred to must have been in the 
neighbourhood of the Ambah (the Dead Sea is expremly 
called the Sea of the AraW in Deut. iii. 17 and iv. 49 ; see the 
history of Ba lm ,  p. 520 translation) ; ite nature must also 
have corresponded to that of the Arabah, or it could not have 
had the same symbolical importance. Lartly, what is said about 
the healing of the waters leads to precisely the came conclusion. 
This presupposes that the water of the sea was naturally in a 
diseaeed state, a description which is applicable to the Dead Sea 

I alone ; compare Pliny hist. nat., v. 15, where he eays with 
reference to the Jordan : velut invitw Aqhaltiten lacurn diwm 
mtura petit, a quo p8tremo ebibitur aquasqw Zaudatae amittit 
ptilatialibue miatas. There can be no doubt as to the sym- 
bolical significance of' the Dead Sea in this passage of Ezekiel. 
The description given by Tacitw hist. v. c. 6, " lacus i m m e w  
ambitu, specie maris, wlpore corruptior, gravitate odoris accolia 
pesfifer, neque vento impeIlitur neque pisces aut suetaa aqub 
volucres paficitur,'" waa quoted by earlier commentators in con- 
nexion with the words of John, " the whole world lieth iu 

1 Compnre with thia the description given by Ritler, in the first edition of 
hi Erdkunde (the m a d  doea not enter so much into detuila) : This lake is 
unlike any other lake in the world. The o u t d  ap 
of water and ita mathematical dimendons mnatitute tEJ"&zr$ 
is classed along with the reat ; for in ita nature it  is entirely different It 
has none of the charms, whiah render the A1 ine lakee, for examplg, and so 
many o thers , rn ta  of attraction ; it lacks t t e  arulnot motion, the solvent 
power, and a the other qualities which give such wriety to the atmoe here 
of other lake+ and t h u  impart increased aotiritj not only to the animtt! and 
ve table world, but also to man, faoilitatin reci m l  action in a manner 
u%om e h h e r e ,  and romoting alike theqife o?naturc and the intercouruc 
of mankind. The water oot))this Is+s ur unfit for Loth man and bt, it nourishw 
neither planta nor animals ; its h n k s  are entire17 destitute of verdure, and 
not even a reed is to be found in the lake itself. l'he atmosphere of the lnke 
bas nothing of the sweetness and mlnese, which is generally imparted Ly 
water, and throughout the whole of the surrounding plain thcre ia not o 
single spot cultivated, or inhabited by pcac~ablo mrn, where once the whole 
WREJ (L @en, like the land of Ep~pt ."  

1 
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wickedness," 1 John v. 19. The Dead Sea was all the better 
fiW to be ueed aa a symbol of the corrupt world, since it ww 
in a judgment on the corrupt world that it originated, and with 
the eye of the mind the image of Sodom and Uomorrha could still 
be seen beneath the waves. The words, " to the sea," which are 
repeated, serve to introduce the explanation, that followe, of the 
meaning and design. Hitherto the whole account has been purely 
geographical. The way is prepared for this explanation of the pur- 
port of the symbol by the words " those that are brought out," 
which point to the higher power, that carries out the whole counael 
of salvation according to His predetermined plan.' The apiri- 
tual watera effect in the Dead Sea of the world, what the natural 
waters are incapable of effecting in the so-called Dead Sea, 
(compare Pling ut supra). In  the case of the latter, the healthy 
waters are corrupted by the diseased ; in that of the former, the 
diseaeed are cured by the healthy ; (c) 2 Kinge ii. 21,22). The 
dieeased water of the sea of the world indicatea the corrupt 
state, into which it has fallen through its apostaey from God, of 
whom it is said in Ps. xxxvi. : "with thee ie the fountain of 
life, and in thy light we see light." 

Ver. 9. " And it  cometh to p 8 ,  every living thing, with 
which e v q  place will warm,  whither the double river shall 
come, wkU Eve, and there will be very many @ha for them 
waters come thither and they are heakd, and everything liveth, 
whithersoever the brook cmth."  

The worda " and it cometh to pass" direct attention to the 
remarkable change which takes place. The f is t  visible effect 
produced by the fountain from the sanctuary is new life. There 
is an allusion here to the natural character of the Dead Sea, 
which is inimical to life of every kind. " According to the 
testimony of all antiquity," says Robineon, 2 p. 461, and of moet 
modern travellers, " there is not a single living thing in the waters 
of the Dead Sea-not even a trace of animal or vegetable life. 
Our own experience, so far as we had an opportunity of observ- 
ing, goes to confirm the truth of this testimony. We perceived 

1 Nmmunn (die W m r  dea Lebena, p. 34) mys : l i  I t  in not by following 
its natural mume, that the brook flows to the a, it ir oonduated thither 
from the temple by a auperior haad, and under thin guidanoe the w n h  of 
the ea are healed." 
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no sign of life in the water." It is just the same in the anti- 
type of the Dead Sea, the world. All that bears the name of 
life is really dead, destitute of happiness and salvation. " Living 
beings," which are anything more than walking corpaea, are only 
to be found there, after the water from the mnctuay haa over- 
come the elementa which are destructive of life. The e x p w  
sion " will live" shows that the reference here is to '' living 
beings," not in the lowest sense, but in the fullest sense of the 
word. The double rivm means the ~trong river, just aa in Jer. 
1. 21 MmathcGkm " the double fall," and Judg. iii. 8, Kwham- 
Riemhaim '' of the double wickedneaa," for " of the great wicked- 
ness," Kushan alone being the proper name, and Rishathaim a 
prefix like Evil in Evil-merodach. In a certain s e w  a double 
fvccter has already been @en of, viz., the fountain as it firet 
i d  from the eanctuary, and the addition which it afterwards 
received. It was not till after it had received thie increase, that 
it effected the remarkable change in the Dead Sea, which is here 
described.-" And thme d l  be very m n y f i h . "  The aea in 
the Scriptures is the p b o l  of the world. Accordingly men are 
represented by the living creatures in the aea, and especially by 
the fishes ; see my commentary on Rev. viii. 9. In  the Dead 
Bea of the world there had hitherto been only dead fishes, which 
are not reckoned as fishes at all, i.e., only carnal end godleaa 
men. This verse and the following form the basis of Peter's 
miraculous draught of fishes before the resurrection (Luke v.), 
which the Lord esplained in the words, " from henceforth thou 
shalt catch menJ' (ver. 10). The m e  may be mid of Peteir 
miraculous draught after the resurrection (John xxi.), and of the 
parable of the net cast into the sea, in which fish of every kind 
were caught. And they ave healed ; viz., the waters spoken of 
in ver. 8. And everything lives, &c. : "it  will not perish like 
t h w  f i b ,  which are cast into the Dead Sean (Gotiue). 

Ver. 10. " And i t  coma lo pa, &hmnen etand by it 
fmm Enge&i to Ihgluim, they will y e a d  the& nets there ; 
th iv  &h will be of every kind, lkke the f i h  of tfie gred eea, 
very wmny of them." 

The meaning of the jkh being once established, there can be 
no doubt as to that of the f ~ h m .  If the fishes represent 
men, who are made alive by means of the Meaaanic ealvation. 
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the finhermen must be the heralds of this salvation, who gather 
those that are made alive into the kingdom of God, and intro- 
duce them to the fellowship of the church. The Saviour alludes 
to this pastage, when he says in Matt. iv. 18, 19, to Peter and 
Andrew : " I will make yon fishers of men ;" and in John xxi. 
1-14 the apostles appear as fishermen-The two places named 
are probably classed together, because each of them derived-ita 
name from a fountain. Engedi was some distance towards the 
aouth. As the intention is evidently to include a long strip of 
c o d ,  the opinion of Jerome is a very plausible one, that 
Eneglaim was situated at the northern extremity of the sea, 
near the point at which the Jordan enters it. Neumann is wrong 
in snpposing that the nominative to 7981 (they will be) ia the 
fishermen. He explains the clause thus : " they will be a spread- 
ing of nets, they will devote thernselvee entirely to this, will do 
nothing else and have nothing else to do, than to spread nete." 
The verb, however, is governed by the places between Engedi 
and Eneglaim, where hitherto no nets had been spread, and which 
are regarded as symbols of the abundance of fish. For mm 
D ~ R  in chap. n v i .  5,14, ie decisive in favour of the meaning, 
"place of spreading," and proves that allusion is made to the 
practice of spreading out the nets after the fish has been caught, 
-spreading as distinguished from throwing. n3m5 pin t s  
back to Gen. i. 21, (which had already been alluded to in ver. 9, 
" all the living things, with which it swarmed") : " and God 
created the great dragons and all the living things, which move, 
wherewith the waters swarm according to their kinds." In the 
Dead Sea of the world there comes forth a jopful swarm of those 
who have been made partakers of life from God. just like the 
swarms of ordinary fishes, which filled the natural ses, at the &id 
creation. 

Ver. 11. " I& slough and i& p l s ,  they are not healed, t h q  
ctre given up to salt." 

Here also we find an allusion to the natural constitution of the 
Dead Sea. The water-mark varies at different muons of the 
gear. As the wnter falls, pools and saltmarshes appear here 
and thcre, which have no longer any connexion with the 
lake itself. Robinm observes (Part 2, p. 459), that the 
Dead Plea mwt mmetime~ ~tand ten or fifteen feet higher thmi 
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it did when he saw it (viz., in May), and that when it is full it 
overflows a salt marsh at its southern extremity of five miles broad. 
Of the pools left by the Dead Sea, Robimon says (p. 434) : The 
large& and most important of these is aituated to the south of 
the epot which bears the name of Birket el-Kuli.. This is a 
emall bay, a cleft in the western rocks, where the water, when i t  
is high, flows into the shallow basin, and then evaporates, leaving 
only salt behind." In  the Dead Sea of the world the pools and 
marshes were also originally exactly like the sea itself, the only 
difference is that they have shut themselves off from the healing 
waters, which flow from the sanctuary and thus confirm them- 
selves in their original corruption. In substance, the same thought 
is expressed in the words, " there is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked," in which Isaiah declares that the wicked are excluded 
from participating in the glorious promises: which he haa just 
before described, chap. xlviii. 22, and lvii. 21 ; compaze chap. 
h i .  24, and the threat in Jer. xxx. 23, 'A. In Rev. xx. 10, 
the " lake of f ie"  corresponde to the doughs and pooh mentioned 
here. The salt is not introduced in this passage, as it frequently 
is, as an antiseptic, but as a foe to all fertility, life, and prosperity ; 
thus Pliny says (h. n. L. 31, C. 7) : mnie  locue, in quo rqwritur 
oal, eteri1h a t ,  nihilpue gignit, compare Deut. xxix. 21 ; Jer. 
xvii. 6 ; Zeph. ii. 9 ; Ps. cvii. 34. We must not imagine the 
water gradually evaporating and leaving salt behind ; but the 
continued power of the salt is contrasted with that deliverance 
from its corrosive influence, which would have been effected by 
the waters from the eanotuary, if they had been allowed to reach 
the pools : the waters remain given up to the salt. We may see 
how far a false habit of literal interpretation may go astray in 
dealing with such passages aa this, from the remark of Hittzig : 
" The doughs are of some use therefore ; for the new theocracy 
also ~tood in need of salt, material salt." 

Ver. 12. " And by the river t h e  will grozu, on the bank 
thereof, on thb side and on that side, all fruitful t rm,  thcir 
leava will not wither and their fruits will not rot, every month 
they r i p ,  ,for their water cometh from the sanduary, and their 
fd eerves for food and their leaves for medicine." 

The fact that the trees produce fresh fruit every month, ie an 
indication of the unintern~pted enjoyment of t.he blwingr of 
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salvation. On the words " for their water " kc. Hi&$ obeerves : 
" the reaeon ie evident, namely, becauae thia stream flowe diedly 

a 
and immediately &om the dwelling place of Him, who ie the 
author of all life and fruitfulnese." For the heathen world, w 
grievody diseased, it wm eepecislly newwry that salvation 
nhould be manifested in the form of gmtia dicinalis. Hence 
not only are there nutritious fruit. but healing leaves. I t  is 
very evident that n~77n (Sept. iyieur, Rev. xxii. 2, " and the 
leavee of the tree were for the healing of the nations") is derived 
from qn = NO-, to heal ; and the certainty of thia ie increased 
by the fact that 3 ~ 7 ,  which is closely allied to 777, is frequently 
used in the place of ~ g y .  



D A N I E L .  

I t  is not a mere accident, that in the Hebrew canon Daniel ie 
not placed among the propheh. He did not fill the office of s 
prophet among his own people like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel, but from his youth upwards till he was very old he held 
the highest posts in a heathen state. 

Daniel passed through several political cataRtrophes. At the 
establishment of the Chaldean empire he was torn from hie 
native land. He not only outlived the fall of that empire, but 
was cornrniseioned to announce it as the herald of God ; c$ chap. 
v. And in the new Medo-Persian empire he witnessed the 
transfer of the government from the Medes to the Persians. 

The peculiar circumstsnces, in which Daniel was placed, are 
damped upon hi8 prophecies. He might be called the politician 
among the prophets. " All the earlier propheta"--saye B. &dm, 
das Monarchieenbild Ed. 2, Bremen 41-"had foretold the uni- 
versal prevalence and dominion of the theocracy at the time of 
the find consummation, but to none of them had it ever been 
revertled so distinctly as to Daniel, through what long intervening 
periods the promise would be drawn out, before the time of ful- 
filment arrived, or how the nation and kingdom of God would 
come into contact with three successive empires like the Chaldaeo- 
Babylonian, before it subdued all the kingdom of the world and 
filled the earth as the universal theocracy." 

The fulneea and distinctness of Daniel's political prophecies, 
and the extensive periods which they embrace, are in themeelvee 
a proof that the course of Old Testement prophecy is drawing to 
a close. His predictions, like those of Zechariah from another 
point of view, have all the markp of s conclusion about them. 
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In this respect they are essentially different from those of a Je- 
remiah, for example, which only cover a short space of time, and 
have throughout the character of a connecting link. Daniel, on 
the contrary, had to conduct the church through long ages of 
endurance, in which the voice of living prophets would no more 
be heard. 

The especial object of Daniel's prophetic mission was twofold. 
First of all, he was to afford support and comfort to the covenant 
people during a fierce religious persecution, to which they would 
be expo~ed from a heathen tyrant, Antiochus Epiphanes ;--a 
persecution whose severity would be increased by the fact that it 
occurred at a time, when the extraordinary communications from 
God had altogether ceased. This object iu effected by the pro- 
phecies in chap. viii. and chaps. x.-xii.,-the most minute and 
literal of aU the prophecies in the sacred Scriptures,--in which 
everything shows, that they were intended to take the place of that 
direct interposition on the part of God, which was withheld from 
the age referred to. Secondly, Daniel had to revive the faith of hie 
nation in Chriet and his kingdom, and to warn the people agtlinst 
impatience, by impressing deeply upon their minds the words of 
Habakkuk (ii. 3,) "though it [the prophecy] tarry, wait for 
it, it will surely come, it will not tarry." For century after 
century the changes in the kingdoms of the world would bring 
nothing but a, change of masters to Israel,-the nation which, 
at its very first commencement, had been designated " a kingdom 
of priests," called to universal supremacy on account of its 
inward connexion with God. To co~mteract the offence, which 
this mas sure to cause, was one important design of prophecy. 
Let empire follow upon empire, and the world continue for a p  
to triumph and exalt itself; in the end comes Christ, and with 
him the world-wide dominion of the people of God. But let not 
the hope be abused so aa to give support to false security. This 
is strongly urged by Daniel, after the example of Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, and in harmony with his immediate successors Zechariah 
and Malachi. The anointed one c o n k s  t,he covenant with 
m y ,  comes with forgiveness, righteousness, salvation, and 
br ine  the whole world into subjection to the kingdom of God ; 
but his appearance brings with it at the same time a judgment 
upon tho=, who do not place themselvee in the right attitude I 

L 
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towards it. I t  in followed by a fresh destruction of the city 
and the temple. This announcement is made in chaps ii., vii., 
and ix. 

Chap. ii. and chap. vii. treat of the four monarchies. That 
the announcement contained in these chapters refers to the four 
successive empires, the Chddean, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and 
Roman, lm already been proved in part 1 of the Beitriige 
p. '199 sqq., (Dissertation on Daniel p. 161 sqq. translation), 
and also by Huvemzick in his commentary, by Reichel in his 
treatise on " die vier Weltreiche Daniels " in the Studien und 
Kritiken p. 48, and by Auberlen, der Prophet Daniel und die 
Offenbaruig ~ohannis; p. 171 eqq. We hope to be able on a 
future occasion to enter once more upon an investigation of this 
subject. The fourth kingdom is said to be eventually subdi- 
vided into ten kingdoms,-the ten toes of the image in chap. ii. 
and the ten horns in chap. vii. There is a peculiarity in the 
latter prophecy, namely the description of the little horn, which 
rises up after the ten horns, and, growing up in the midat of the 
horns, throws three of the large ones down. This little horn ie 
explained by many commentators, and last of all by Arberlen, 
p. 40, as referring to an individual, " a king, in whom all the 
world's proud scorn and hatred of God, of the people of God, and 
of the worship of God are concentrated. We must, however, 
*ere to our opinion, that the little horn denotes a new phase 
of the world's enmity against the kingdom of God, and conse- 
quently that, if the ten horns in Daniel are to be understood 
as referring exclusively to kingdoma and not to persona,' the 
eleventh must be understood as denoting not an individual but a 
power. We must also persist in maintaining that, in other 
parts of the Bible, the antichrist ia always introduced as simply 
an ideal person (see the commentary on Rev. ii. 1, p. 109) ; and 
lastly we s t i l l  adhere to the parallelism of Rev. xx. 7-9 (see 
the exposition of that passage). 

The four empires are followed by the kingdom of Christ. In 
chap. ii, the image is described as broken in pieces by the done, 
which grows to a mountain, and which denote this kingdom. 

1 Aacberkn, P. 197, f t  Tho Ling8 represent their kingdoms, as a comparison 
of chap. v i i  wth vet. 23 olenrly ehowa' 
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In chap. vii., after the overthrow of the little horn, the Son of man 
appears in the clouds of heaven, and dominion over all nations ia I 
given to him. 

In the vision of the tan horns we see very clearly the fragmen- I 

tary character of the prophetic ineight into the future, the I 
" prophesying in part" of which the Apostle p k s  in 1 Cor. xiii. 
9. Daniel does not mention, as the book of Revelation expressly 
does, the conversion to Chrietianity of the kingdoms, denoted 
by the ten horns, which proceed out of the fourth imperial 
monarchy. In this case the Revelation has filled up an impor- 
tant gap, in a manner quite in harmony with the age in which 
it was written, as compared with the period when Daniel wrote. 
h i e 1  seee nothing but the final victory; John d m r i h  the 
eteps by which it is attained. I 

Still there are not wanting, even in Daniel, slight allueiona to 
the preliminaries of the hal victory. In  the paseage contained 
in chap. ii. 35, " and the stone, that smote the image, became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth," there is an intima- 
tion of the fact that the kingdom of God and Christ would not 
be eatabli~hed suddenly and in a, perfect form, as chap. vii. 13, 
14, might l e d  us to suppose, but that it would reach the height 
of its glory by slow degrees and from very small beginnings. 
0. B. M i c h l i e  observes : " The kingdom of Christ appears at 
&st under the name of a atone, but in its further progrese and 
ultimate completion it attains to that of a mountain." He also 
points out the resemblance to the parables of the grain of mus- 
tard eeed and leaven. I 

Another alight allusion may ah be seen in chap. ii. 44 : " and 
in the days of theae kings shall the Gtod of heaven set up a king- 
dom." The establishment of the kingdom of heaven is men- 
tioned here as occurring during the period of the fourth monarchy, 
not after it ; and it is certainly not an accidental circumstasce 
that kings are spoken of in the plural number. 0. B. Michaeliu 
aays : "in the days, or period of t h e  kinge, vie., of the fourth 
monarchy, of whom he had spoken just before, ver. 40-43. 
He apeaka of kings in the plural, to show that the kingdom of 
Chriat, which he is now about to deecribe, will not rise up in 
such a manner aa to abolish all the kingdoms of the world at 1 
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once, but that it will be h t  established during the exietence of 
certain kingdoms, and its onward progrese continue during the 
existence of others." 

If, on the other hand, we find in these hints, which we cer- 
tainly very slight, the germs of truths, by which the gap is 
afterwards filled up both in the Book of Revelation and in 
hiatory ; on the other hand, both history and the Apocalypse 
fully explain how s h h  a gap could possibly occur. They show 
us that the victory of Christ over the ten kings would evidently 
be followed by a reappearance of heathenism, a fact which would 
be impodble unlese an evil root had &ill been left in the midst 
of the ten kingdoms. 

Whilst chap. ii. and vii. are mainly devoted to the second 
coming of Christ, his appearance on the clouds of haven ; the 
ninth chapter is confined to the first coming, his appearance in 
the flesh, and the events immediately connected with it. His 
anointing with the Holy Ghost, his death, the forgiven- of sins 
procured by him, and the destruction of Jerudem by a foreign 
prince, are the leading topics referred to here. 

The marked distinction made in chap. vii. 13,14, between.the 
earthly and heavenly, the human and divine in the nature of the 
Meadah, is a matter of great importasce. 

In chap, xii. 2, 3, Daniel gives a very decided testimony to 
the fact of a resurrection. At the aame time this hope is not 
distinctly connected with the expectation of a Measiah. On the 
contrary, it is placed in immediate 8880ciation with the deliver- 
ance effeded in the M m b e s n  period, aa 0. B. Yichel ie  observes, 
" because the contemplation of this would tend greatly ta 
strengthen the minds of the people in the mid& of tribulation." 
Whether the period, which intervened between the conflicts of 
the Maccabean times and the resumction, should be long or 
ahort, the comfort to be derived from the resurrection itself 
would be just the erune ; and therefore it ia aa closely conneded 
with the earthly deliverance, aa if the one followed immediately 
upon the other. The relation, in which the two stand to each 
other in thie pamage, is juat the eame ae that in which the refer- 
ence to the glory beyond (in Rev. vii. 9-17), etands to the pre- 
vioue verses, in which the elect are eseured of protection in the 
midst of the judgmenta that were to come upon the earth.--See 

POL. 111. F 
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also Rev. xiv. 1 - 5  ; xx. 1-4, when the earthly prospects are 
first of all deecribed (in ver. 1-3), and immediately afterwards 
(in Vera. 4-6) the heavenly. 

CHAP. VII. 19-14. 

Ver. 13. " I saw in &&ma of t11.e night, and behold with the 
cbzlds of heaven came one like a Son of Man, and he came to 
the ancient of daye, and they brought him before hhim. Ver. 
14. And to him was given dominion, and glory, and royally, 
and a# people, nationa, and laaguages serve him ; hi8 dominim 
is an everlasting dominion, which passeth not away, and his 
royalty one which will not be htroyed." 

" The introductory words in ver. 1 3  axe very properly fuller 
than those in vers. 11 and 9, which are parallel to those in. ver. 
7, since the fifth monarchy is here contrasted with the fourth 
referred to there." Hitzig. We have already observed, that we 
have here a formal statement of what will take place at the end 
of the world, and that the period referred to embracea merely 
the final consummation. We showed, that in the Book of 
Daniel itsdf there are hints, and even notices of distinct facts 
(chap. ix.), which clearly show that we have not to do with the 
opening period of the Memianic work and kingdom. It is a 
matter of great importance, so far as the interpretation of this 
passage ie concerned, that, although the prediction literally relates 
to events which will take place at the end of the world, the 
period immediately following the destruction of the fourth 
kingdom, and especially of the little horn, yet in Matt. d. 
18, "all power is given unto me," in which there is a verbal 
allusion to ver. 14 of this chapter, the Lord himself Bpeaks of 
the prophecy 8s already fdjiaed. We are led to the same reeult 
by Matt, xxvi. 64, where the Lord, with evident reference to thie 
passage, says to the High Pried, " but I say to you, this 
time forth ye shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power and coming in the c l o d  of iream." Hence the 
coming in the cloubs of heaven commenced immediately, and 



had reepect primarily not to the kingdoms of the world, but to 
Jerusalem. That we have here merely an allusion to the ter- 
mination of a lengthened period is evident from Rev. xiv. 14- 
20. The Lord appears in this passage, as in the description 
given by Daniel, wted upon a white cloud, " and I looked and 
behold a white cloiid, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the 
Son of Man." The account which follows, however, does not 
refer exclusively to the final judgment ; but " all that is effected 
duriug the entire course of history in a series of judicial acts, 
which are eventually brought to a conclusion by the last judg- 
ment, is here represented aa one great harvest, one great vintage 
and winepressing." At the same time we have in this very pas- 
eage a proof, that it does not contain the entire Christology of 
the prophe&(" not that we should expect to i b d  this when we 
consider the attitude which the prophet himself aseumea in rela- 
tion to earlier prophecies)-but merely one particular chrietolo- 
gical element. The Messiah appears here in the clouds of 
heaven a. a Son of Man. This character cannot have been 
acquired in heaven, but must have distinguished him first of all, 
when he was on earth. The appearance of Christ in the flesh, 
which is expressly foretold in chap. ix., is here presupposed. 

The Messiah appears in the clouds of heaven. In  the symbo- 
lical language of the Bible the clouds represent judgment ; see 
our commentary on Rev. i. 7. In other passages it is always 
the Lord who appears with, or upon the clouds of haven. It 
is the Lord alone "who maketh the clouds his chariot," Ps. 
civ. 3. "Behold the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and 
cometh to Egypt, and the idols of Egypt tremble at his presence, 
and the heart of Egypt melts within it," Is. xix. 1 ; compare 
Ps. xcvii. 2, xviii. 10 ; Nahum. i. 3. None but the Lord of 
nature can appear upon the clouds of heaven. Michael& is 
quite correct in saying, " the clouds are characteristic of divine 
majesty." Even the Talmudists1 saw, that coming upon the 
clouds of heaven presents the most striking contrast to the 
Messiah's riding upon an am, of which Zechariah speaks (ix. 9) ; 
but they were unable to explain the contrast, ~ n d  changed into 
a conditional alternative what are really successive events. Even 

1 Anhcdn'n, fol. 98 : Si boni eunt Iml i tae ,  tuna veniet in nubibus ooeli, 
mi vero non boni, tuna inequitane aaino. 

I? 2 
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Zechariah, aftar referring to the state of humiliation, proceeds 
in the vory next verse to describe the exaltation which ensuea, 
the abeolnte world-wide dombion of the Me&.-The Meesiah 
appeara upon the clouds of heaven : he is, therefore, an almighty 
judge, even before the dominion is given to him. From this 
it follows, that his coming thus must have a demonstrative aigni- 
fication ; it can only be the recognition of an already existing 
fa t .  

" Like a Son of Man." The question arises, how are we to un- 
derstand the particle of comparison, J. According to some the 
fact, that the Meaaiah ia eaid to have been like a man, necessarily 
leads to the conclusion that, in the opinion of the prophets, he 
would aot be posseseed of true humanity. They refer ta chap. 
viii. 15, and x. 16, where angels are repreeented as resembling 
the children of men. The Meeaiah is a purely heavenly being, 
and only becomes " like a Son of Man," because, when the invi- 
sible becomes viable, the incorporeal corporeal, it must essume 
the noblest form. This ia the view expressed by BmthoZdt and 
von Lengerb. But these expositors have no conception what- 
ever of the link of connexion, which runs through prophecy. 
At the time when Daniel propheeied, it had long been received 
as an edabliehed fnct, that the Measiah would appear aa a true 
Son of Man. The Meseiah a eon of David was one of the first 
principles of Messianic expectation. Compare, for example, Is. 
xi. 1, and Micah v. 1. Moreover in chap. ix., it ie expressly 
shown that Daniel was aware of the true humanity of Christ, for 
he speaks of him there in ver. 25 as the Anointed, the Prince, 
and in ver. 26 foretels that he will be cut 08 

According to others, the particle of comparison pointa out the 
difference between the vision and reality. Thue Cdvin says : " he 

1 C&n say : " It must be maintained, that refereno8 ie here mnde to the 
n~nifcetaCior8 of Christ, for he haa k e n  from the beginning the life of men, 
the world N created by him, and heme has been sustained by his en 
but to him N 'ven power, that we might know that God reigne by% 
hand." From w%at haa been esid it followa that the dietinotion whioh Gas 
hne pointed out between Matt. xrvi. 64 rmd Dm. vii. 13 is foundedqon a 
falee interpretation of the letter peeaage. He aye: Danielie Barnasah 
sdvenit at lmperia magna per deum obtinest, W s t w  van, h. L oernitur ut 
coelesti 'em potatate o m  ornatue, ille sd mnem judioem nubibus sdvehi- 
tur (?)! h i p  'udex eat mqjatatk ad dextnam d e w  (de utroqm J w  
Chnntl nomine, dmlso 1840 p, 113). 



appeared to Daniel as a son of man, who was afterwards really and 
truly a son of man." And Caqmv (de a. hom. Leipzig 1679) : 
" The prefiguration of a thing is different from the thing pre- 
fi@ It waa not a real man that appeared to Daniel in this 
vision, but a certain + d ~ a u p  with the likeness of a man, just 
aa the beads which he saw, foreshadowing the four monarchies, 
were not real bessts, but a resemblance of them preeented to the 
imagination. He who waa actually to exist at a future time, was 
here beheld by the prophet in a vision." Ed&& again rays : " It 
waa cb p i m i  impossible that Daniel should know who it wtu 
that r d y  came to him, he could only tell in what manner he 
appeared to him" But we cannot see why the character of the 
person seen should be so particularly noticed here, since this 
was always taken for granted, when utterance wm given to the 
expectation of the coming one. The particle of comparison 3 
is used, like mnl and other War t e r n ,  'in connexion with 
vieions (for example in Ezek. i), when it is required to show.that 
what is seen beam an ideal character, as in the case of the 
cherubs, and that a symbolid drapery is employed. Where the 
nimple reality is witneamd, it is never uaed. In every other case 
in which there is eaid to have been a likenee8 to the children of 
men, the illusion is not to the distinction between the vision and 
d t y ,  but rather to the fact that there was a difference ae well 
ae a rwmblanoe. Thus in chap. viii. 15, where it is said with 
reference to the angel Gabriel : " then, behold there stood before 
me, one like the appearance of a man ;" chap. x. 16 : " and be- 
hold one like the children of men touched my lips," and Ezek. i. 
26, where the prophet aays of Jehovah, who manifested himself 
in human form : " one to look at like a man." 

By comparing these pases~ea we may arrive at a correct con- 
clueion. The fact that, notwithstanding hie true humanity, the 
Messiah is here said to have been like a Son of Man,' shows, 
both here and in Rev. i. 13, and xiv. 14, that there is also 
another point of view in which he it3 far superior to everything 
human. He is a man and yet not a man, just ae the Lord him- 
eelf in Matt. xxii. 43 denies that the Messiah is the son of David. 
The context favours this view in the prewnt case, and in the 

1 V. Lengerke aaya it muat be udrnitted that the word inoludea the mubor- 
dinate idea of weakness. . . 
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passages referred to in the Book of Revelation, where ChrLt is 
described aa " like unto a Son of Man," the context expresely 
refers to his superhuman exaltation. In  the case before us the 
3 is evidently associated with his coming on the clouds of heaven. 
And in Rev. xiv. 14, " and I looked and behold a white cloud, 
and upon the cloud one sitting, who was like the Son of a Man" 
Every one feels that the words could not run thus: " I snw a Son 
of Man sitting upon the cloud." For the phrase " all people, 
nations, and languages serve him," compare Ps. lxxii. 8, and 
Zech. ix. 10. Carpzov ha8 already pointed out the fact, that in 
biblical Chaldee nsD is never used in any other sense than that - .  
of divine worship: "'that n$D is employed in the sacred Scrip- 
tures to denote not political, but religious homage (whether paid 
erroneously to a f h  deity, or properly to the true W), is evi- 
dent from Dan. iii. 12, 14, 17, 18, 28, and Ezra vii. 19." 
The occurrence of the word in chap. vii. 27, where allusion ie 
made to the service to be rendered to " the people of the saints 
of the Most High," cannot be adduced as an objection to this 
explanation. For Christ is the head of the people of the saints of 
the Most High. Compare Is. xlv. 14, where the congregation of 
the Lord is worshipped by the heathen world, because the Lord is 
in the midst of it. This verse furnishes an answer to v. Lengerkc's 
opinion, that Dauiel Wers  from the earlier propheta, &uch 
as he assigns to the heathen nothing but pure external service, 
whereas they describe them as inwardly associated with the 
kingdom of the Messiah. According to Daniel they are to be 
subjugated by the Jews. There is a similar intimation' in the 
expression " without hands," in chap. ii. 34, 35. A kingdom, 
however, which is not of this world, whose origin is entirely 
from above, and which is establishtd without weapons of war, 
can~iot Icad to a purely outward service. " Hie dominion ie an 
everlaeting dominion." The everlasting duration of his dominion 
is a common feature in the announcement of the Messiah ; corn- 
pare Ps. lxxii. 5, 7; 17, k x k .  37, 38 ; Is. ix. 6. 

We hmve ~hwted with the assumption, t,hiit the Son of hhn 
coming in the clouds of' lieaveri was Christ. The history of 
hihlical intcrpct,:itinn prows, t,hat tlierc mwt he good ground for 
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thh explanation. It was supported by the whole of the early 
Christian Church with very few exceptions.' The Jews were 
certainly interested in oppohg it, aa Christ had so expreesly 
declared h e e l f  to be the Son of Man. Yet, with the exception 
of Abenezra, they are unanimous in supporting this exposition. 
I t  is even fomd in the Sibylline books and in the Book of 
Enoch ; compare the referen- in Gas p. 92 sqq. On the 
ground of this paesage the Messiah was called by the Jews -22y, 
the man of the clouds. The Talmud also gives this explana- 
tion in a aeries of paaaagea. Abarbanel bears witness that the 
Jewish expositors generally adopted it : " The expositors explain 
these words, like a Son of Man, aa referring to the King Mes- 
siah." (See the careful discussion of tho Jewiah writings in 
question in Carpwv'8 treatise, Beck!8 remarks on the Chaldee 
paraphrase of 1 Chr. iii. 24, and Sc&ttqen98 h. Hebr. ii. p. 263). 
So far aa the rationalistic commentators were concerned, beaides 
their general. inclination to limit the number of Messianic pro- 
phecies as far aa possible, there were epecial reasons why they 
ahould reject a Messianic explanation in the present case, if they 
could find any possible excuse for doing so. They assign ite 
composition to aa late a date aa the period of the Maccabees 
But according to the current theory, which I have shewn to be 
erroneous in my work " fiir BeiWtung der Apocryphen," there 
is not a single trace of the expectation of a personal Messiah to 
be found in the Apocryphal books. This belief is said to have 
been altogether extinct in the days of the writers of the Apo- 
crypha. If therefore there is any Messianic prophecy iu the 
book of Daniel, according to this theory it must be altogether 
erroneous to aeeign it to a Maccabean origin. Havmick has 
already directed attention to the groes contradictions in which De 
Wette has involved h i d  by wyhg in 3 188 of the Biblische 
Dogmatik, " The Messiah appeared as a divine being in the cloud8 
of heaven," Dan. vii. 13,14, agd then laying it down in the next 

1 Th60dOrd (on ver. 28) ex resees hia eurpriw that in opposition to the 
m o t  t r a n e p n t  h t a  it a6oulcfbe n common1 maintained b pious teacher. i (T& rijs ivucBcim a d k u d ~ v ) ,  that the fourt kingdom iu t i e  Maaedouiau. 
He probably alludca to Ephminl Syrus, who explained tho title Son of Mim 
aa referring in o lower iense to tho M O C C L L . ~  age, in a highcr eonsc to 
Christ. But this wita quite an isolnted cxcaption. 
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eection aa a chracteristic of the doctrines held by the Apocry- 
phal writers that they contain " nothing about a Meeaiah or a 
kingdom of the Meeeiah or of God," and then again at 5 255 of 
his Introduction to the Old Te8tame.nt describing the Chrieto- 
logy of chap. vii. 13,14, of the book of Daniel, ae indicating the 
late politico-religioue spirit of the book. But notwithtanding 
this, so etrongly b t h e  Messianic character impressedslpon the 
paaeage, that nearly d the rationalietic commentators have eup 
ported the Meeaisnic interpretation ; not only De Wdte, but Ber- 
thorn, Cfeeeniw, u. Leqerke, and dlaurer. 

The testimony, which we have thus obtained et the outset 
in favour of the Meeeirmic exposition of this peseage from the 
history of the biblical exeg&, ie c o h e d  on clomr invethie I 
tion. The arguments adduced by. the opponents of euch an 

, expodon (Paulzce, commentary on the New Testament, Weg- 
ocheidm in his Dogmatik, Hofmaan, W e k q p g  und Erfiil- 
lung 1 p. 290, and-Schriffbeweia ii. 2 p. 541, and Hiw) are 
thoroughly inconclueive. 

1. " In  the second part," it is argued, "in which an explanation 
of the chapter is given, the Messiah ie never mentioned, and the 
constancy, with which all that is seid of the Son of Man in ver. 
14 is afterwarde applied to .the sainta of the Most High in ver. 
18, 22, and 27, renders it exceedingly probable that by the 

' 

Son of Man we are to understand the people of I d . "  The 
error committed in the statement of this argument is, that the 
passage under review is eevered from the entire couree of pro- 
phecy, and no attention is paid to the relation in which Daniel 
himself declam that he stood to the prophets who preceded 
him ; compare, for example, chap. ix. 6, " thy eervanta the pro- 
phets, which speaks in thy name," and ver. 10. It wrrs a funda- 
mental idea of .prophecy, that the future salvation waa to be 
beetowed upon the people of the sainta of the Moat High, 
through the medium of the Messiah ; that it did not belong to 
the people aa a body, but to the people as united under Chriet, 
their head; compare Eph. v. 23, " Christ, the head of the . 
church ;" ver. 30, " we are members of his body ;" and CoL i 18. 
If Daniel could w u m e  that thie waa already known, he had no 
remon to fear that he would be misunderstood, when he after- 



wards attributed to the people of the eaints of the Most High, 
what he hed previously written of the Messiah. No true Israelite 
would have misunderstood him, even if he had not expressly 
mentioned the Messiah before, and thus guarded any 
misapprehension. Compare 0. B. Michadie on ver. 18 : " they 
will receive the kingdom in and with Chriet their head ; see vem. 
13, 14." Moreover such a transition from the pereon of the 
Messiah to the whole body of the church is very common even 
among the earlier prophets. Look, for example, at Is. lii. 13- 
53, in conjunction with chap. liv. 2.-2. It is said that " aa the 
four beast8 undoubtedly represent four kingdoms, it is natural 
to suppose that by the fBh figure, that of the Son of Man, we 
are to undendmd not an individual, but a nation." On the 
contrary the analogy favoure the Meeeienic interpretation. The 
four be& do not represent kingdoms without heads, but " four 
kings," chap. vii. 17. " Thou art the head of gold," eays Daniel 
to Nebuchadnewar. Hence, according to the analogy, we are 
not to look in this instance for a kingdom (ver. 27) without a 
king, a sovereign people.--3. " On the suppoation that the book 
of Daniel waa composed in the Maccabean age, a personal 
Meseiah is from the very outset precluded." This argument, 
which Hi* adduces, is of no worth except eo far as it serves 
to throw light upon the gene& of the anti-Me%eirtnic expoeition. 
4. " The divine nature of the Measiah is an idea altogether 
foreign to the Old Testament." On the contrary, compare what 
we have already mid on Is, ix. 5, and Micah v. 1. 

The positive arguments in favour of the Messianic explanation 
are the following :-I. The ideal pereonaliQ of the nation would 
have been more particular1 y pointed out at the very outeet ; other- 
wiee every one would underatand the paseage aa referring to the 
actual person of the M&h. The elevation of the people had 
hitherto been ineeparably connected with the royal house of 
David ; and earlier prophets had invariably pointed to the Son 
of David as the author of ite future glory. If, therefore, Daniel 
&bed this future exaltation find to the Son of Man, and then 
to the nation, he could only intend that the former of these should 
be underatood aa referring to the Meesish.-2. His coming in 
the clouds of heaven is decisive. The anti-Messianic expositors 
have not only to explain, how Israel could be in heaven, how 
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it could come from heaven (Hi&@), or awmd from the earth 
to heaven (Hofimnn),l but how it could become p o d  of 
omnipotent judicial power. For it ia this that ia indicated by 
his coming with the clouds.-3. Israel could not appropriately 
be compared to a son of man. Such a cornpariaon preeuppoeea 
that there waa a difference as well aa a resemb1ance.A. In the 
other passeges of this book, in which any one is deecribed as 
being like the children of men, it is not an ideal pereon, but a 
real person, who is yoken of The same remark applies to 
Ezek. i. 26. 

There can be no doubt that the Lord applied this prophecy 
to himself. We have already shown in the Diwrtation on 
Daniel, p. 220, tramlation, that it forms the basis of the 
Saviour's declarationa aa to his future coming to judgment, in 
Matt. x. 23, xvi. 27, 28, xix. 28, xxiv. 30, xxv. 31, xxvi. 64; 
just aa his declarations, respecting the kingdom of Gtod and 
kingdom of heaven, are founded upon chap. ii. 44, both of theae 
exprekone, so far aa they relate to the Messianic kingdom, 
being taken from that passage. And if this may be regarded 
as established, there can be no doubt, that in other places, 
in which Jesus s p a h  of himaelf in a different connection as 
the Son of Man, there is also an dueion to the passage before 
us. The very frequency, with which this expression is em- 
ployed (we find it no lea  than fifty-five times in the mouth 
of Jeeue, after making deductions for parallel paseagea), is 
an indication of the existence of some pasage in the Old 
Teetament, upon which it is founded, a d  which gives a 
deeper signification to this unwuming exprewion. A closer 
examination of the usage itself leads to the same conclueion. 
With the exception of those paasages which treat of Christ's 
second coming to judgment, the expreeaion is generally employed 
by the Saviour, when he is speaking of his humiliation, his 
ignominy and his der ings .  Compare, for example, Matt. xx. 
243 : " a the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister ;" Luke xxir. 7: "the Son of Man must be delivered 

1 There ia nothing in tho text h u t  ~oming from heaven, or going to 
haven. And Calr,wv has correotly o k v d  : " the Memioh is &d-to huvo 
come not to men on the earth, but ta the Ancient of Da e in heaven, and to 
hare becn broughb not into the prasna of the men, d o  IYWP about to be 
judpd, hnt into the prcscnce of the Father." 



into the hands of sinful men, and. be crucilied," &c. ; John xii. 
34 : " the Son of Man must be lifted up." In such passegee aa 
theee ita appropriateness and s i p i f i n o e  can only be seen, as it 
is explained by the Book of Daniel, where heavenly rnajeaty ia 
aeaociated with appearing as a Son of M ~ I L  It then acquires an 
argumentative force. It grants what is evident to the eyes of 
all, but proclaims at the same time the hidden majeety behind. 
It ia as much ae to say : do not Btumble at my lowly humaniQ, 
this is not at variance with prophecy ; on the con*, it is 
attested by i t ;  it does not prevent my being a Son of God, but 
even according to prophecy the two go hand in hand.-The 
numerous p a g e s  in which this expression occurs presuppose 
the humanity of C M  ; and it is in connection with this that their 
argumentative force is seen. On the same ground, in part at 
least, we may explain the fact that the apostles do not speak of 
Jesus as the Son of Man. When Jesus had ascended to the 
right hand of the Father, his lowly humanity was po longer the 
stumbling-block which had to be taken out of the way. During 
the life of Christ onearth it was but right that both the apoetles 
and the Lord himself should acknowledge, that appearances 
spoke powerfully against him, and such an admission was con- 
tained in the use of the expression " the Son of Man.'#-A 
second explanation may be found in the fact, that the words of 
the Lord were always primarily addressed to pemm, who were 
acquainted with the prophecies of the Old Testament, and to 
whom slight and significant allusions were both intelligible and 
imprewive. The case was Werent with the apostles, who had 
also to address themselves to Gentile Christians.' Those who 
attempt to explain the use of the expression " Son of Man" by 
Christ, without reference to the Book of Daniel, are unable to do 
justice to the fact that it is never employed by the Apostles. 
" The ideal man" would be constantly echoed in the writings of 
the apostles, if it had been from preference that the Lord made 
use of so peculiar an expression. Let us look minutely at a few 
more of these paawes. " Whom do men uay that I the h n  of 

1 This argument, however, can only be re ed as of subordinate impor- P tnnoe, einoe Jesu was not called the Son of an by hie &i lea even during 
him Life on earth. "No one war so called (ri.., the Son of &an) but Christ 
himself, and no one, whilst he walked on &h, 80 arllod him except him- 
uclf." Bercycl, Gno~non, vol. i . ,  p. 320, Enp ~h tramlation. 

2 



Man am 2" the Lord enquirea of his dieciplea in Matt. xvi. 13. 
The worde in apposition, " the Son of Man," indicate the pod-  
biliQ of variow opinions prevailing respeding Chriut, some of 
them very derogatory, and at the sasle time furnish the ground- 
work of a correct reply, and contain the germ of Peter's answer, 
" thou art the Son of the living Qod." He sap to his dieciplee, 
Be not ye offended, like the ignorant multitude, at my lowly 
humanity. Remember that in Daniel the Son of Man comes 
with the clouds of heaven.-The scribes looked upon it se blae- 
phemy when Chriet forgave sins, becaw he was a man. And 
it would d y  have been eo, even if Jeaua had been the i d 4  
man. When Jesua aap to them, 'in Matt. ix. 6, "that ye may 
know tbat the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive b," 
he refutes the argument drawn from hie humanity, by his allusion 
to the paseage in Daniel, in which divinity is aimciatad with 
humanity,-"For the Son of Man is Lord of the bbbath" 
(Matt. xii. 8) : I am so, notwithstanding my human lowlineaa, 
which Daniel has &own to be attended by divinity.-In John v. 
27 he says, " he hath given him power to execute judgment aleo 
becaw he is the Son of Man." To Christ is committed the 
esecution of judgment not becaw of his humanity alone+men 
an " ideal man " would have no right to act as a judge ; and we 
m& not imagine that an ideal man is referred to merely because 
the article is omitted-it is upon his combined divinity and 
h&Q that thie appointment reete. But there is no intima- 
tion of this in the expression $on of Man, except ee it is com- 
pared with the prediction in Daniel. 

THE SEVENTY WEEKS.-CHAP. IX. 24-27. 

G E N E R A L  B U R V E Y  

In the fir& year of Darius the Mede, Daniel is engaged in the 
atudy of Jeremiah, and his mind ia deeply affected, when he 
perusea again the well known ro heciea, which foreto1 the miwlcl?; P 



of the covenant nation, ite captivity for seventy yema, it9 r+ 
turn &r this to its own land, and the consequent cornmeno+ 
ment of the rebuilding of the city and temple. The six@-ninth 
year had now arrived (see Dissertation on Daniel, 143 sqq., 
translation). The fall of Babylon, the one leading topic of 
Jeremiah's prophecies (chap. xxv. and xxix.), had already 00- 

curred,-(according to ver. 1, Daniel saw the vision in the first 
year of Darius " who waa made king over the realm of the 
Chaldeans ")--and his faith in the truth of the divine predictions 
with reference to the other event, which waa now drawing near 
with rapid steps, and the very germa of which lay hidden in 
exieting circumstances, wae firmly supported by what he already 
saw. Daniel waa far from distrusting the promises of God. But 
the less he doubted, the more M y  he trueted in the grace of God, 
and the more thoroughly he recognieed the justice of God (for this 
also required the fuMment of the promise, when once it had 
been given in mercy),-the more did he feel h i d  impelled to 
intercede on behalf of the nation, the temple, and the city of the 
Lord. True boldness in prayer to the Lord springs from the 
conviction, that we are praying according to his will. In  form, 
the prayer of Daniel is restricted to the fact of forgiveneaa ; but 
there lies hidden in the background a prayer for further d i s  
closures, a8 to the manner in which it will be granted. From 
the whole cha,racter of Daniel it is a impossible, that he 
should aek for nothing more than a aimple confirmation of the 
prophecies of Jeremiah. We have now before ue the one pro- 
phet, who wer, distinguished above all the othera for his wide 
range of viaon, and in whose predictions we find on every hand 
the most minute revelations with regard to the future. And we 
may aee &ill more clearly from the answer, that a prayer for 
such revelations lay hidden behind. The answer ie not d c t e d  
to a h h  confirmation of the fact of deliverance ; but more pre- 
cise dbclosuree are made aa to the manner in which i t  will be 
effected. There were two reapecta, in which such disclosum 
were eepecidy necessary. Firet of all the question aroee, 
whether, when the eeventp years of Jeremiah were p d ,  the 
glorioue condition of the kingdom of Qod, predicted by the earlier 
prophets, would be rerrlised all at once, and especially whether 
the Meseianic salvation would immediately follow. The pro- 
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phecies of Jeremiah furnished no material for anawering this 
important question, which must have occupied the minds of the 
people more and more as the seventy years were drawing to a 
close. In  chap. xxv. 11 there is merely a reference to the ter- 
mination of the Chaldean captivity, and in chap. n i x .  10 to the 
return to Canaan, with which the commencement of the rebuild- 
ing of Jerusalem is naturally aaaociated.-A eecond important 
question was, whether the future would bring salvation done, or 
whether, in connexion with the revelation of mercy, there would 
also be a fresh manifestation of the justice of God. 

How much these questions were agitated in the days of the 
prophet, and how great the need of a revelation to decide them, 
xnay be seen very clearly from the prophecies of Zechariah, who 
lived so nearly about the same time. They are the two pole8 
around which these prophecies revolve. To those who are 
unable to explain the contraat between the actual condition of 
the nation and the glorious promises it had received, the pro- 
phet p in t s  out the successive steps by which complete salvation 
will be attained, and the certain fulfilment in the future of what- 
ever part of prophecy has not yet been accomplished. At the 
=me time he shows them that judgment will accompany mercy, 
that Jerusalem will again be destroyed, and the people will 
be scattered once more. In  the case of Daniel, there waa a pre- 
paration for a c h  an announcement es this, in his knowledge 
of the depth of the people's guilt, to which he gives utterance in 
hie prayer. 

The prayer is heard, and Gabriel, the medium of all revela- 
tions, is commiaaioned to make known to the faithful prophet 
the counsel determined in heaven. The speed with whioh he 
arrives shows that on the whole his message is a good one. I t  
is the following. In return for the seventy years, during which 
the nation, the city and the temple, have been entirely prostrate, 
they shall receive from the Lord seventy weeks of years, eeven 
times seventy years of renewed existence ; and at the end of that 
period, not only will the mercy of God be still unexhawd,  but 
then first will the people of Ctod become partakers of that mercy 
in all its richest abundance. Then shall the forgiveneas of eins 
be fully imparted, eternal righteousness brought in, the Most 
Holy be anointed, and the bleusinga of ealv~tion, promieed 



by the prophets, actually enjoyed. This general summary in 
ver. 24 is followed by more minute details in vers. 25--27, viz., 
the point from which the time is calculated ; the subdivision of 
the whole period into several ahorter ones, and a notice of the 
chamctmietics of each, i e . ,  of the peculiar blessings by which 
each will be dietinguished ; the announcement of Him, through 
whom the last and greatest act of grace will be accomplished ; a 
description of those who will enjoy the benefits thereof, as well 
as of those for whom it is not designed, and who will therefore 
be excluded.-1. The point of time, from which the seventy 
weeks are reckoned, is the issue of the divine command to restore 
the city in its ancient extent and glory. This is different from 
the point of time, at which the prophecies of Jeremiah terminate, 
aince they merely speak of the restoration of the people to Canaan 
and the f is t  attempts to rebuild the city, which necessarily follow. 
-2. The entire period is subdivided into three ahorter ones of 
seven weeks, sixty-two we&, and one week. The termination 
of the first is indicated by the completion of the work of rebuild- 
ing the city ; that of the second by the appearance of an anointed 
one, a prince ; and that of the third by the completion of the 
covenant with the many, for whom the blessings of salvation 
pointed out in ver. 24, as connected with the termination of the 
entire period, are ultimately dmtined. The last period is again 
subdivided into two halves. Wb.ilet the codinnation of the 
covenant occupies the whole from beginning to end ; the cessation 
of the d c e  and mmt-offering, and the death of the anointed 
one, on which it resta, both take place in the middle of this period. 
-4. As the author of the blminga of dvation, which are per. 
fected at the end of the seventg weeh, there appears an aointed 
one, a prince, who enters upon his office at the end of the sixty- 
ninth week, and having c o n h e d t h e  covenant with mmy,during 
the &st half of the seventieth week, meets with a violent death. 
The sacrifice and meaboffering cease in consequence; but the 
confirmation of the covenant still goes on after his death .4 .  
The bleseinga of salvation, to be bestowed by the anointed one, 
are not intended for the whole nation. On the contrary, the 
greater part of the nation, after cutting itself off by the murder 
of the anointed one from his kingdom and its bleaainge, Kill 
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become a prey to the army of a foreign prince, which, acting aa 
an instrument in the hand of the avenging God, will thoroughly 
exterminate the ruined city and polluted temple. 

The announcement is essentially of a cheering character. This 
ia true in a certain senee, even of that part of it, which relatea 
to the destruction of the city and temple. For even this is 
necewry to complete the whole, on account of the constancy 
with which the prophets represent the mogt brilliant manifest9- 
tions of the mercy of Gtod aa inseparably connected with the 
moat striking manifestation of His juatice towarde such aa despise 
his mercy. The sifting judgments of God are a b l d g  to hie 
church ; in one light they are a cam of joy to believers, thongh 
in another they are undoubtedly the cause of bitter eomw. 
Compare Is. i. 24 sqq., Ixv. 13, 14, hi. 24 ; Mal. iii. 21 ; Luke 
xxi. 28 ; 2 Mace. vi. 13, " for it is atoken of hie great goodneae, 
when wicked doers are not suffered any long time, but forthwith 
punished, kc." Daniel had not prayed for the etiffnecked and 
ungodly, but for those who heartily joined with him in the peni- 
tential confession of their sine. Thew were the object of all the 
promises, and of the tender care of the prophets. Daniel mourned 
over the Chaldectn destruction of the city and temple, chiefly 
bemuse it had mused a partial ~uspeneion of the theamcy, which 
was still only manifested in an outward form. In this respect 
the overthrow of the city and temple formed the subject of his 
lamentation, in which he prayed for their restoration, compare 
vere. 15--19. But this will not be the caw with the destruction 
depicted here. The overthrow of the outward temple ie accom- 
panied by the anointing of a Most Holy one. The termination 
of the dominion of the anointed one over the covenant people is 
attended by the confirmation of the covenant for the many, in 
whom the prophet is especially intereated. The cessation of the 
d o e s  could be easily borne, since that which they foreshadowed, 
the forgiveness of sins and eternal righteoueneae, would be &at 
truly and perfectly secured by the ve y event, which led to their 
ceaaation. 

Wieeeler is quite wrong when he lap it down aa a fundamental 
principle th t  " every exposition of these verses is felse which 
does not p i n t  out, in addition to certain predictions relating to 



a dietant future, the announcement of deliverance from exist- 
ing misey; 'since this was the immediate object of Daniel's 
prayer" (die 70 Wochen Daniele, Gottingen 39, p. 13). This 
prophecy must be completed from those of Jeremiah. At the 
end of the seventy yeam there follow, as a matter of course, the 
return of the people and the commencement of the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem. Instead of a repetition of what was already well 
known, further revelations are given at once. The mind of the 
prophet waa directed exclusively to the seventy years,' but now 
by these revelations it is turned abruptly away from them and 
directed to a new cycle of events. Even Steudel felt at a loss 
how to explain thie prophecy, and, in order to eati* the sup- 
posed necessity of the c w ,  by a forced exposition interpolated a 
reference to the fulfilment of the prophecies of Jeremiah. That 
the answer must refer particularly to the time fixed by Jeremiah 
for the termination of the captivity, can only be aaearted by those 
who start with the false asmmption, that Daniel doubted whether 
God would adhere to the period predicted. For if this was 
regarded by him as ce* (and it could not be otherwise), he 
needed no further instruction on this head ; but he did need 
further light on those greater and more important topics, to 
which the anmer refers. 

E X P O S I T I O N .  

Ver. 24. " Seventy w e b  are cllt of upon thy people and upon 
thy hdy city, to 8hut in tranegression, and to 8 e d  up &, and 
to cover iniquity, and to bring eternal righteou%ne?8 ; and to 
seal up vdeion and prophet, and to anoint a Holy of Holies." 

<' Seventy 4ueek8." 

The word weeb is masculine here, both in form and construc- 
tion, whereas in other c w s  it is generally feminine. .This hm 

1 E d  ao : lf Jeremiah artainly thought that the com lete Meaoianio 
alnrion wouG follow immediately upon the wventy y w a  o!exile." 

VOL. III. a 
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not only: furnished a welcome pretext to such ae wish fo alter 
the text, but has given riee to many an m n e o u s  theory, on the 
part of those who retain it as it ie. Thus Berthddt and v. Letc~erb 
maintain that the masculine fom,  which is not used anywhere 
else, is choeen here because of ita similarity in sound to psmM ; . . . 
overlooking the fact that n3d occurs as a masculine both in - T 

form and construction, without any reference whatever to asy3tti, . . 
not only in ver. 27 of this chapter, where it might be attributed 
to the influence of the masculine in the verse before us, but a h  
in chap. x. 2, 3. Ewald says that we have here an arbitrary 
change in the gender, such as we frequently meet with in the 
later writera. But we have no right to reeort to such an explena- 
tion, nnlese a thorough examination of the question confirm the 
a m p t i o n ,  on which it is baaed, that in every other instance 
the gender of the word is feminine. This, however, is by no 
means the cam. On the contrary it is evident from &n. 6. 
27, nhr Q@ Piby " fill up the week of thia one," i.e., first 
keep with her 'the seven days9marri~e-festival, that the word wtu 
originally masculine ; for the fact that we find the masculine form 
employed here, in the caee of a word in which the meaning could 
have no influence upon the gender, is a proof that it was originally 
regarded as masculine. In  such words aa thew?, where the feminine 
is only an ideal form, and more or leas an arbitrary one, we 
nearly always find some traces of the early masculine gender. 
The co-existence of the two genders in the cose of this word 
must be all the more readily admitted, since it is redly a par- 
ticiple, " sevened," just as in the song " alle Menschen miiwn 
Rterben " the " gezwolfte Zahl " is used for the Zwolhhl. But 
in both adjectives and participles the gender, as a rule, is 
shown in the form ; and therefore the exietence of the masculine 
form is at the same time a proof of the existence of the 

masculine gender. zuu, with the plural 09-a). is a " 8evenedn 
t T 

period ; fip$, of which the plural is n(y?@, a " an""" time. 

In both c~ees rift must be underdmd, and there is the less reaeon 

to suppose the gender to be definitely fixed, mnce even in the case 
of the word ny itself it is very variable. The extent, to which 
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the words y& and ny# still retained their force as adjectives 
may be seen fiim Emk. xlv. 21, where the feaat of passover is 
called 0.n' ny@ 9, " the feaat of the ' sevened (periods) of 
days," i.e: ;he f&t, in which the days were divided into sevens, 
unleavened bread being eaten for seven daya. 

The position of the numeral after the noun has also been 
adduced ss an argument against the correctness of our text ; but 
numeroue examples may be found of this in the case of the tens 
from twenty to ninety, as Gbenius baa shown in his Lehrge- 
b&de, p. 698. In  the present instance, it has no doubt ori- 
ginated in the wish to render the contrast more striking between 
the "week8 of yeare," and the " gears" of Jeremiah. The usual 
order of the words is changed, whenever prominence is given 
to any particular word, for the adze of rendering it more em- 
phatic. 

But what right have we to interpret the weeks as weeks of 
years, or periods of seven years each ? One argument, frequently 
adduced by commentators (among the latest by Havmick and 
Blometrd, de LXX, hebdomad, Lund. 53), is this : that when 
the prophet &mar& describes the ordinary weeks as weeks 
of days (chap. x. 2), he intends thereby to intimate that he has 
previoudy been speaking of weeka of a different kind. But this 
argument will not besr examination, as Sodwuwm hae already 
ahown (de LXX. hebdomad, Lugd. 1710). In the psssage 
referred to, Daniel says : " I, Daniel, waa mourning m% 
0 ~ :  qn@" That thia must not be rendered " three we&a 6f 
days," but " three weeke long)))-~9 being added in apposition, 
ae it fkequently is when periods of &e are referred to, to show 
that the time is accurately given even to a single day,-is 
evident from the word 09y?d in the absolute state, The most 
forcible argument is found& upon the seventy years of Jere- 
miah. A reference to thew is sufficient to show that seventy 
ordinary weeks cannot for a moment be thought of For what 
comfort would it have dorded to Daniel, if he had been told, 
that, aa a compensation for the seventy years of desolation, the 
city would stand for seventy ordinary weeks, and then be 
destroyed again? Moreover Daniel himeelf must have been 
able prckive, from the magnitude of the events, which were 

(3 2 
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to take place during this period, that something more wae 
intended than ordinaxy weeks. But if they were not ordinary 
weeks, he would be led all the more naturally to think of weeks 
of yeare, both from the important position Bsgigned to them in 
the law of Moses, and because the captivity had again so forci- 
bly recalled them to mind, the seventy yead desolation being 
generally regarded ae a punishment for neglecting to keep the 
Sabbatical years (2 Chr. xxxvi. 21). I t  is true, theee period8 
of seven years' duration are not called ~ v y ? ~  or nyqai in the . T T 

law itself; but it is evident, notwithstanding, that they were 
looked upon as weeks, from the frequency with which the eeventh 
year is spoken of as " the great Sabbath," or simply " the 
Sabbath " (Lev. xw. 2, 4, 5 ; xxvi. 34, 35, 13 ; 2 Chr. xxxvi. 
21). f i t e v e r  obscurity might still remain, was removed by I 

the fulfilment. It must be borne in mind, that an indefinite 
phrase, which comprehended more than the words expressed, 
was intentionally chosen, that the boundary line between pro- 
phecy and hidory might still he preserved, and the light thrown 
by the latter upon the former might not be superfluous. The 
desire to avoid the two extremes, namely, a vague indefiniteness 
on the one hand, which might be pleaded as an argument against 
the divine origin of the prophecy and thus h t r a t e  its design, 
and the disturbance of ita proper relation to history on the other, 
is apparent throughout the entire section, and ie 8ecured in a 
most remarkable manner. A perfectly analogous example of a 
statement of time, which is indefinite in itself, but perfectly 
definite when the help of history is q+lled in, we find in 
chap, iv. 20 of this eame book; see Dissertation on Daniel, 
p. 82 sqq. 

But what led the prophet to make use of this particular 
measure of time ? First of all, the desire to render tho state- 
ment both definite and obecure. Now such a desire could not 
have been rertlised, if he had employed the ordinary reckoning, 
and mentioned the number of years that would elapse between 
the time at which he wrote, and the terminw ad qzlem. Nor 
would he have effected his purpose, so fiw as definiteness waa 
concerned, if he had chosen a meamre of time, which was alto- 
gether arbitrary and entirely unknown, euch for example 8e 

Bengel's p~@@.xeg.rg I t  might then have been objected, ..:. .:. . ' - . . . -.- -. : 
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that it waa very eaay to define perioda in this manner, if they 
were only to be determined by their fdiihent.  Another reason 
may be found in the connexion between this prophecy, and the 
seventy years of Jeremiah. It served to point out very clearly 
the relation in which the mercy of God stood to the wrath of 
God, that to the seventy years, spoken of in ver. 2 8s having 
been accomplished on the &ohtiom of Jerusalem, a seventy 
of another kind was opposed, aa the period during which the 
city waa to stend when rebuilt, namely, eeven timee seventy 
years. Moreover seven and seventy were perfect and eacred 
numbers, which were all the better adapted to the divine chron* 
logy, from their connexion with the creation of the world and 
other evente in sacred history.-Lastly, the allusion to the year 
of jubilee is unmiBtakeable. Seven weeks of years constituted 
the cycle, in the lad year of which the civil reetitutio in integrum 
took place, when all debta were cancelled, all slaves set free, and 
lands, which had been diverted from their original owners, wem 
re&red. The laat of men& weeks of years was the greateat of 
all Sabbaths, the period of spiritual reetitutio in integrum, of the 
expiation and cancelling of every kind of guilt.' 

" Are cut of.." 

We must first of all exasnine the apparent anomaly in the use 
of the eingular number. It may be explained from the fact that 
the eeventy hebdomad8 were not considered individually but ae 
whole ; aperiodof seventy hebdomada is determined. An analo- 
gous example may be found in Gten. xlvi. 22, " these are the aone 
of Rachel +* +. ,in." We have here, not certain sona 

: -  - \ v -. 
opposed to other sons, but the entire posterity of Jacob by Rachel 

1 Even among heethen writsrs there are traces to be found of o similar 
mode of reckoning. Narcus Varro, after having traoed tho im rtance of 
the number seven in natural objecta, in the fimt of hb boob S e d  Hebdo- 
d e a  (eee the extract in G&us 3, lo), ad&, ae qwque jam duodccimam 
annorum 7&&madam it srim w e ,  d ad eum d h  8eptua&ta hcbdomada 
libtorum mwui- E i s  am, u in t b t  of U.oiel, there vera wiu 
reamxu for selecting this m d e  of reckoning ; part1 , the roluinenoe droady 
@ran to tho importance of the number wren, a d  &, tho iintmtion to 
iutitute a o o m ~ n  between the seven years and seven books. 
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contrastad with his children by hia other wivea. Compare chap. 
xxw. 26, and Jer. xliv. 9 : " have ye forgotten the iniquities of 
the K ine  of Judah, 7~tyjJ nyyl nm." The reference in this 

T I  I . a :  

case is not to particular monarchs, but to the whole line of 
kings. So also in Eccl. ii. 7, " Man-servants and maid-servarh 
3 5  7 3  n:q q." AN a rule we find in such a ccaae aa this the 

fe&e -. But wherever the singular mssouline iu 
employed, as in the pamagea quoted and the one before us, a 
m n  may always be discovered. In the examplee cited h m  
Gtenesis, Ecc leakb ,  and Jeremiah, a sufficient reason may be 
found in the incongruity of combining together mesculins noune, 
relating to pereons, and a feminine verb. In the instance before 

I 
us the reason evidently was, that the author did not regard the 
eeventp weeks as an abatract notion, in which caae the feminine ' 
is usually employed, but had a particular noun in hie mind, for 
example, time or period ; c o m ~  r~), which oocure as a mas- 

culine in chap. xi. 14. We have an exact parallel in Eccl. i. 10 : 
u~2Dh n ~ f i  y m ~  ov\y$ ;-that is, according to the correct 

- 7  . r. r l 

interpretation ( Vubate, iuoefuerunt), which Ewuld ho. not 
given. 

The meaning of the tiatit Xeydpevov qnn is f i ~ &  established - - 
by a comparison of the Chaldee and ~abbixkcal q n n ,  to cut off. 
J. D. Michael&, however, maintab (in his work iiber die 70 
Wochen, p. 42), that the Chaldee an'd Rabbinical word may 
have been taken from this pamqp ; but such an assumption 
could only be regarded aa probable, if the word was merely used, 
as in the Targum of Esther iv. 5, with the figurative meaning 
to decide, determine. In  that case it might have been obtained 
by coqjedure from the context of our p q .  But as q n n  
is sometimes used with the meaning " to cut off" in a literal 
sense, which could not have been obtained from the paaage 
before us, the coqjecture falls to the ground. We find, for 
example, Dv2qfi,n, partes, portiones, pare aectu et abmka, and 
ym n;,nn;according to the Miklal Jophi, inc&o carnie. 
There are many who suppose, that cutting of is merely another 
expression for determining ; and in support of this opinion they 
nppeal to the fact t,h& verb8 ~ignifying to cut off are f rguen t l~  



ueed in this eense in the Semitic di81ecte. (See the examplev 
by CJeemiw, Thesaurus s. v. 713). The Septuagint trane- 

latore have. m r e n d e d  it, d&wjaowa E@o+ dapldtpav hi 
d v  mu. But in the very fact that, although Daniel might 
e d y  have found other, and much more common words, if he 
had merely wished to exprem the notion of determination,- 
worda which he s c t d l y  does employ on other OCC88iom and even 
in this section,-he employe a word not used elsewhere, we have 
an apparent proof, that the word is used here with some reference 
to its primruy meaning, and is intended to represent the seventy 
weeks as a period accurately defined and sharply " cut off," in 
distinction from a mere detenaination of time &v wxrirer. The 
idea of " determining" must therefore by all means be maintained 
(a c o m ~ n  of this paamge with Eather iv. 5, leads to this 
conclusion), but the verae before us lays apecial emphasis upon 
the precise determination.-Many take the word in the eenw 
of shortening. 'Thsodotion regarded this as the meaning, 
and rendered it u w e r p j d ~ a v .  I t  is true, Theodoret, who 
commented upon Theodotion'B rendering, maintained that uvv- 
rhpverv wae used by him in the sense of determining (avve7- 
pj&luav, hi TOG dOnrCL(tQ&I~av ~ a 1  d~pl&laav o h  7tbp or& 
d p ~ ~ v  d d s o i ~ ~ v ) ,  and this d o n  has been repeated - 
by more modem writma aa beyond all doubt But no evidence 
can be adduced in support of it either from profane authom, or 
Greak tranthtore. Kypke (on Born. ix. 28) hae shown that 
O V Y T ~ ~ V ~ L I !  dwaya means cigcecmcb&ere, ccbbtwke,  n e w  deter- 
nere, deciders. In thh eenee the tranelators of the Vulgate 
understood both the Hebrew and Greek expreeeion (LXX. he& 
domacles abkevicltac mat 8wper popu2Qaon CL6wn). An abbreviated 
period ia one shortened rts much as pomible, that the ptience of 
the waiting church of Qod might not be exhauated. But them 
is no ground whatever for rendering qnn either shortening or 
hastening. 

" Upon thy people and upon tAy holy city." 

Why is Jerusalem described aa Daniel's holy city 3 Vitringn., 
who  follow^ Thcodoret, Chymetom, mil Jerome, obwrve~, ' &  not 



mine but thine, which is a proof of the indignation of God, aa 
the sins of the people were not yet expiated." But by this 
explanation an element is introduced, which is altogether foreign 
to the context. The greater the blessings promised by the Lord 
to his people in this verse, the more incongruous would such a 
thought as this have been. I t  is much more correct, as C. B. 
Michael& and others have shown, to explain the expression 
" thy" as alluding to the tender love towards his nation, to which 
Daniel had given utterance in the foregoing prayer. It waa this 
affection, which impelled Daniel to intercede, and his intercession 
ia described in ver. 23, as having given occasion to the revelation 
which he here receives. There may possibly be also an allusion 
to this in the expression " thy" (see chap. xii. 1). 

" To shut in t~ramyre8Sion." 

In Nt)?v we have a combination of two different readings. 

The vowel points belong, uot to the Kethib, but to the Keri. 
The proper punctuation of the former would be &$. That 

euch an assumption is not generally inadmissible, the foilowing re- 
lnarkv will d c i e n t l y  show. Whenever the difference between 
the received reading and the conjectural emendation wee restricted 
to the vowel points, the Masoretes did not write in the margin 
the consonants of the latter, inasmuch as they were precisely the 
tame as those of the former. They adopted other methode of 
indicating the existence of a double reading, and these methode 
differed according to circumstances. 

1. Where there was nothing distinctive in the word itself, or 
in the context, to show that the vowel points written in the text 
were only the vowels of the marginal readiug, and where, there- 
fore, if they simply inaerted the pointa of the marginal reading, 
without explanation, they would violate their own principles and 
make it appear as though no other readiug existed, they gave 
the word a mixed punctuation compounded from the two read- 
ings. Exalilple~ of this n i y  be wen in 9-9, Ps. vii. 6 ; -. 
Tmn, Pn. lxii. 4 (compare my commentary on them two pan- 

i I 1  : 
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sages). In the Mi%. this combination of the two pointinga is 
much more frequent than in the printed editions (see Mohaelie 
Or. Bibl. 3.236). 

2. Where it could easily be seen from the context, or from 
the word itself, that the vowele did not belong to the reading in 
the text, the Mawretea placed them under the word without 
further explanation. We have an example of thie in Ps. lix. 
ll. The reading in the text is r~nqy 9 1 ~ 1  ,p.$5, " my God . .. :I-: : - 
will overtake me with his kindness." The Masoretes +shed to 
substitute q n ~ ~  q?n 9$7iiSIJ: I' my gracious God will overtake ... .-. 
me." They did this at once by merely writing under snSN the 
vowels of the marginal readmg, because every one could see from 
the next word q ~ ~ n ,  that they did not harmonbe with the read- . - 
ing in the text.-We have another example of this second clam 
in the word before UE. ~ $ 3  is never met with in the Piel; 
hence, by giving the word the vowel pointing of a Piel, it wan 
rendered d c i e n t l y  evident, that beeidea the o r d h q  reading, 
which the form i b l f  d c e d  to indicate, there was also 
another, in which the word was pointad as a derivative from 
~ $ 3  = ;.rS3. 
. Let us proceed now to extunhe the different meaning6 to be 
obtained from the two readings. The varioue ei@cationa of 
the verb NS3 all contain the idea of hindering, fettering, circum- 
scribing M o m  of movement. From thia general notion, the 
more limited one of imprisoning, ehutting in (uheiao, claw'e, 
clarudo) eady followe. We h d  this, for example, in Pa. lxxxviii. 
9 :  " I  un shut in, &?, and cannot go out." In Jer. xxxii, 

2,3,  ~ $ 2  ng and ~hil ., - nu .. 110th mean a p*Dn. In the 
passage before us, commentators have mostly adopted the general 
idea of preventing iniquity, But the more special meaning " to 
shut in" harmonizes better with the verbs which follow, to seal 
up and cover. " Sealing up " prerrupposes a " shutting in." 

There is no foundation for Hitzig's objection, that the expres- 
i o n  would be ambiguous, since according to Hosen xiii. 12 to 
shut up sin might also mean to reserve it for punishment. & 
a m  only denote such a shutting up of sin, as is burdensome to 
it, and subjects it to restraint. 



The m a r g i d  &g "to complete tranegreeaion," admitn 
of a twofold explanation. It may either mean "to fill up the 
measure of sin (compare G n .  xv. 16 ; Matt. xxiii. 32, " flll ye 
up then the measure of your fhthere,") or to put an end to sin. 
Assuming the oorrectne88 of the marginal reading, the latter 
would be in all reepects preferable to the other. For, es we 
shall preeently see, the whole verm treeta of acts of mercy, and 
make8 no alluaion to punishment. 

To the question, which of the two d n g e  is to be preferred, 
we must declare ourselveg unconditionally in favour of the 4- 
ing in the text. The general relation, in which the marginal 
readings atand to those in the text, is an important argument in 
its favour. For on closer investigation, we h d  that the Keris 
without exception are nothing more than the conjectures of 
nerrow-minded Jewiah critics, and therefore have no mom ex- 
ternal authority than those of Hmbigant and M i a . '  And 
in this cam, there ia all the leee reason to mppoee that the Keri 
is founded upon any external authority, from the fad that the 
difference is confined to the vowel p i n k  The Meeoreteg did 
not venture to substitute n$13 for H$13, but contented them- 
selves with expressing their opinion that the latter etood for the 
former in thie passag4-fl mere exegetical opinion, which ia not 
inoreased in value by the support which it apparently receive6 
from the early translatom, (viz., Apuila, Theohtion, and the 
Seventy, the two former rendering it 706 ~vy7aXiuo(,  the lattar 
tnmeXeu&jvcu +v dpap~hv),  especially ae it is eo q to di& 
cover its m c e .  The expreaaion "to fetter or shut in sin," 
which occurs no where else, wss one to which the trenelrrtors 
could not reconcile themselves ; whilet the meaning to 
wmed to harmonise beautifully with what followed, whichever 
was adopted, the marginal reading or the text. For even those, 
who mpprted the latter, explained the expression " to eeal up" 
aa meaning " to j&h, put an end to." But what especially 

1 Thia wee aleo the opinion of Daru, (Li tk .  Hebr. Chald. p. 67) : non 
datnr a-m, quod exemitotia so omnia ~aaurste p d e n t i b u e  non psrist 
aeneum aommodum; quidquid huio sub nomine -3 quoaunqw p t e x t u  
mpedditur, inventurn eat mere humenum et diem penes me notem non 
invenit, quem interpretetionis ut plurimum natb felidter institub, subinde 
ternen ternere et in ignominiam & wriptoris armptes. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































