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PREFACE, 

THE Revelation of S t  John was for a long time a shut book to 
me. That i t  was necessary here to .lay open a new path ; that 
neither the course pursued in the older ecclesiastical, nor that of 
the modern Rationalistic exposition waa to be followed, I never 
entertained a doubt. The constantly.renewed attempta a t  ftesh 
investigations resulted only in a b e t t e ~  understanding of particn- 
lar points, but accomplished nothing aa to the main theme. I 
was not the less persuaded, however, that the blame of this ob- 
scurity lay not in the book itself, with the divine character of 
which I was deeply impressed, bnt in its exposition ; and I did 
not cease to long for the time when an insight might be granted 
me into its wonderfnl depths. Several years ago, I was visited 
with what was, in other respects, a heavy season of affliction, 
which obliged me to discontinne for some months my official 
duties. I looked about for a rod and staff thnt might comfort 
me, and soon lighted on the Revelation. Day m d  night I pon- 
dered on it, and one difficulty vanished after another. A t  the 
period of my recovery, there was scarcely a point of any moment 
respecting which I did not think I had obtained light. I had 
still, however, after becoming well, to finish my Commentary on 
the Psalms. Then I went to my task with the greatest eager- 
new. The sad times of March 1848 did not interrupt, but rather 
expedited my labours. 

It waa my pnrpoee to have iasued the two volumes of the work 
dmultaneonely. But I have now resolved to bring out the first 
rolnme alone-because the Revelation has a very close relation 
to  the wants of the present time, and I reckoned i t  my daty to 
endeavour, according to the best of my ability, that the rich trea- 
sury of counsel and comfort, which the Lord haa provided for ns 
in  this book, should as soon as possible be made acceseible to 
those who desire to poseeas it. Snch as wish to obtain a glimpse 
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of the whole of the exposition, may find what they desire in the 
two treatises : The beast in the Apocalypse, Evang. Kirche- 
Zeitung, 1847, and : Tho thousand years' reign, Do. 1848. I 

The title shows bhat this work is intended for all who search 
the Scriptures. The remarks contain little of a grammatical 
nature. The text will present no difficulties to cultirnted readers, 
even though not theologians, if they are only animated by an 
earnest desire tp become thoroughly acquainted yi th  the contents 
of tho book, 

Of the investigations which are nsuahy brought into Introduc- 
tions to the Apocalyse, that alone is presented here which respecta 
the historical starting-point of the book, as being the only one 
which really has i ts  proper place before the exposition. A11 be- 
sides is reserved for conclnding treatises to be contained in the 
second volume. 

Many readers will think there are too frequent quotations from 
the older Expositors, especially from Bengel. Such persons, 
however, should remember that their wanta are not the only ones 
that reqnire to be met. The experience I have already had ia 
connection with my Commentary on the Psalms, hae specially 
induced me not to be sparing in these quotations. Certainly the 
greater number of readers will be more pleased with this than if I 
had gone into greater length in stating and commenting on the 
views of others, which would have been of l e a  service in regard to 
tbis book than almost any other in the Bible. The present times, 
too, urgently demand that we should disburden the exposition of 
sacred Scriptnro from all unprofitable matter, and inatcad of that 
should present what properly accords with its design, ae declared 
in 2 Tim. iii. 16, and may constantly bring i t  to mind. That the 
ascetical element should create no prejudice against the necemity 
of scientific inquiries is taken for granted ; and I hope that no 
reproach will in this respect be cast on me. . 

I am perfectly aware that this work is destined to meet with 
much disfavour from many who are united with me in fnith. The 
persons whose concurrence I should have most highly prized, are 
precisely those in whom the exposition of Bengel, to which also 
I owe more than to any other for the explanation of particular 
parts, has takeu deepest root ; insomuch that an attack on it, 
which has made the Revelation dear and prccious to them, will 

Y 
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scarcely be regarded by them in any other light than as an attack 
on the Revelation itself. ~ u t  I am still not without confidei~ce, 
that the method of exposition attempted here will by and bye 
make way, especially among'tbose who arc disposed to look more 
profoundly into the Old Testament, and in particular into its 
prophetical writings. For this is absolntely indispensable to a 
proper understanding of the Revelation. My confidence rests on 
the conviction, that I have not striven to foist in any thing, but 
to the'best of my ability have sought merbly td expound and en- 
force what is written. 

I n  conclusion, I commend this work, the dcficieacies of which I 
deeply feel, to Him who has given me strength to execute i t  thus 
far, and who has rendered i t  to myself a source of edification and 
comfort. 
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R E V E L A T I O N  OF S A I N T  J O H N .  

ON TEE TIMI OF THE COMPOBITION OP THE BOOK. 

THE older theologians proceeded almost uniformly on the sap- 
position, that the Book of Revelation was composed in the closing 
period of Domitian's reign-an opinion that finds, in Vitringa 
especially, an excellent though brief defence. On the whole, 
however, little comparatively was done to establish this opinion 
on solid and satisfactory grounds ; even Bengel did not go deeply 
into the matter. The feeling for the genuine historical interpre- 
tation of the Apocalypse was still not awakened, so that but little 
weight could as yet be attached to this most important inquiry, 
and i t  was passed hurriedly over, The interest felt in it was less 
on' account of the exposition, than for the defence of the authority 
of the old ecclesiastical tradition, which had declared in favour of 
the compoeition under Domitian. But there being no right feel- 
ing awakened for the true historical interpretatiou, the power 
failed, in connection with that interest, to give a lucid exhibition 
of the proof. This can only be found when one understands how 
to obtain from many scattered iudications a living image of the 
existing condition of the Seer, which forms the proper starting- 
point for the announcement of the future. Vitringa hns some 
excellent observations in this respect, but they are confined to 
the seven epistles. I n  regard to the remainder of the Book, the 
question as to the historical starting-point can scarcely be said to 
be so much as mooted. With him, as with Bengel, and so many 
unfortunately even to our own day, the prophecy swims, ns it 
were, in the air; and nothing, ooneeqneutly, eould be derived 

0 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

from i t  for determining the period of its composition. I n  more 
recent times the position advanced originally by Grotius, Ham- 
mond, Lightfoot, for the purpose of understanding certain passages 
of the fate of Judaism, that the Book was composed before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, has been pretty generally acquiesced in. 
And on the authority especially of Ewald and Liicke the precise 
opinion, that the Apocalypse was composed under Galba, has ob- 
tained very general consent. By many it is nttered with a sort 
of naive confidence, and most of all by those who have brought 
almost nothing of an independent investigation to bear upon the 
subject. 

We shall, first of all, examine the external testimonies that re- 
late to the point a t  issue. From these we shall gather the result 
that, what Lampe has said in his Comm. on John i. p. 62, "all 
antiquity agrees in the opinion of Domitian's being the author of 
John's banishment," is no paradox, but the eimple truth. For, 
the deviations from this result are on the part only of such as do 
not deserve to be heard and considered. 

The series of testimonies for the composition under Domitian 
is opened by Irenrens. He says, B. V. c. 30, "For  if it were 
neceesay a t  present to declare plainly his name ( i .e. the name of 
the person indicated by the number 666 in the Apocalypse xiii. 
la), i t  might be done through him, who also saw the Apocalypse. 
For it was seen not long ago, but almost in our generation, to- 
ward the close of Domitian's reign."' Irensus was in a positfon 
for knowing the truth. According to the beginning of the chap- 
ter, the numbers 666 (in opposition to the other reading 616) bear 
testimony to having seen John in the face.' He speaks not by 
way of conjecture or on constructive reasons, but as of a matter 
established beyond any possibility of doubt. He neither ex- 
pressly refers, nor alludes to the passage, ch. i. 9, from which the 
opponents of the composition under Domitian might so naturally 
attempt to account for the testimonies of antiquity to that era. 
Nor does he announce it, as if communicating something that had 
hitherto been unknown, bat with another design altogether, he 
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introduces.it as a thing then generally known m d  ncknowledged. 
This is evident from the circumstance of his contenting himself 
with only a brief indication, and his being quite silent regarding 
the persecution of Domitian, m d  the apostle's exile to P a t m y  
the occasion which gave rise to the composition of the Apocalypse 
in the existing circnmstances of the period--confident that his 
first readers would readily supply all this themselves. 

Clement of Alexandria (in the work Quis dives Q 42, and in 
Ensebius 111. 23) says : " For since he (John) after the death of 
the tyrant returned to  Ephesus from the isle Patmos,"' kc. The 
manner in which he speaks of the matter shews that there is  
implied a generally known tradition : the tyrant, the Roman 
emperor of the first century, Domitian, who, as is well known, 
pre-eminently deserves that name. It cannot be alleged that 
Clemens spoke of the tyrant, and not of Domitian, became he 
was ignorant of the name. He would in that case have chosen 
a general designation, not such an one as pre-supposes that he 
had in view a definite person. 

Origen on Matth. xx. 22, 23, says : " But the sons of Zebedee 
have drunk the cup and been baptized with the baptism, since 
Herod killed James the brother of John with the sword ; and 
the king of the Romms, as tradition testifies, condemned the 
witnessing John on account of'the word of truth to the isle Pat- 
mos. But John himself instructs us regardiug his martyrdom, 
not saying indeed who had adjudged him to it, yet declaring in 
the Ayocaljpse as follows : ' I, John, your brother and companion 
in tribulation,' kc., and seems to have beheld the Revelation on 
the i~ land ."~  Here the king of the Romans forms the contrast 
to  Herod the king of the Jews. Origen is silent respecting the 
name, became he wse generally known, and the blank was easily 
supplied from the tradition, to which he refers. That the omis- 
sion of the name is  not, with Liicke p. 410, to  be accounted for 
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by his not knowing it, is evident from the analogy in Clemens, 
where more definitely, though still without the application of any 
proper name, the term " tyrant" is used ; i t  i s  evident also, from 
the analogy in Eusebins 111. 20, where " the isle" is the well- 
known traditional island Patmos ; and, finally, from a compari- 
son of the other preservers of the tradition, in particular Ireneeus, 
who expressly names Domitian. Had Origen not been well aa- 
sured regarding the name connected with the tradition-for which 
not the semblance of a reason can be given, and which is a mere 
refuge invented for the occasion-he vould not have pointed so 
unconditionally to t.radition, without a t  least intimating that he 
ascribed to i t  only a partial credibility. 

The aasertion, proceeding only from interested considerations, 
that what the ancients knew of John's exile ta Patmos was in- 
ferred simply from tbe statement in ch. i. 9, is contradicted by 
Origen as distinctly aa he well could. He remarks expressly, 
that he derived the fact of John's banishment to Patmos pri- 
marily from a substantial tradition, of whose credibility he, the 
critic, snggests no doubt. He introduces the testimony of John 
himself only as a confirmation, and remarks that i t  is less com- 
plete than t,he tradition, since the latter alone, besides what was 
common to the tradition and the Apocalypse, mentions who con- 
demned the apostle. The tradition could not simply have been 
drawn by Origen from Irenseus. For, he refers to this far more 
than is to be found in the merely indicative statement of Irenaeus, 
who says nothing, indeed, of the condemnation of John and his 
banishment to  Patmoa. We have no right, with Liicke, to lay 
the emphasis on, " he appears to have seen the Apocalypse on 
the island," and thence conclude, that the composition of the 
Apocalypse was only regarded by Origen as having 'probably 
taken place in Patmoe. It is only a modest expression, which 
refers not so much to the execution of the particular work, as to  
human knowledge in general, according to the adage, aidqv 8) 
&pe~da pJv bur poihob &oi, ~OLKUIULV 82 uaZ dvOpanro~ (the cer- 
tain cause is known only to the gods, and the probable to men). 
More cannot justly be attributed to the " he appears," since the 
tradition, to which Origen refers, on the part of ite other vouchers 
connects the composition of the Apocalypse with the banishment 
to Patmos as an undoubted fact. 
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Eusebius, in B. 111. ch. xviii, of his Church History, a y e ,  
" Under him (Domitian) tradition relates, that the apcwtle and 
evangelist John, who was still alive, on account of his testimony 
for the divine word, was condemned to reside in the isle Patmos.1 
In  R. 111. ch. xx. : " Then also that the apostle John return'ed 
from his banishment on the island, and took up his dwelling again 
a t  Ephesurs, the tradition of our older men has delivered to ns."' 
Again, in B. 111. ch. xxiii., "John governed there (in Asia) the 
churches, after his return from exile on the island, subsequent to 
the death of D ~ m i t i a n . " ~  Also in the Chronicon under the four- 
teenth year of Domitian, " The apostle John, the theologian, he 
banished to the isle Petmos, where he saw the Apocalypse, a s  
Irensus says." 

Eusebius is quite consistent with himself in the several pas- 
sages, and always speaks with the same confidence (comp. besides 
Demonstr. 111. 5). When in the Chronicon he refers to Irensus 
re a sure voucher, i t  is so far of importance as i t  shews him to 
have had no snspicion that that Father had formed i t  by merely 
combining notices together. But i t  does net a t  all prove that 
Irensus was the only source of the tradition to Eusebius. The 
contrary is manifest from the circumstance, that what Eusebius 
gives as the testimony of tradition, contains more than what is  
stated by Ireneeus, and also, because in one of the passages he 
refers to ueveral depositaries of the tradition. Never once does 
Eusebins point, by so much as a single syllable, to any other view 
regarding the author of John's exile, and the time of the compo- 
sition of the Apocalypse. So that there must then in this respect 
have been perfect unanimity in the church. Finally, under the 
name of Victorinus of Petabio, who suffered martyrdom under 
Diocletian in the year 303, we have a writing on tho Apocalypse, 
which is printed in the third rolume of the Bibl. Patr,  Lugd., and 

1 ' E U T O ~ T ~ I  C ~ T J X ~ L  X d y o t ~ d v  hrdoroXou ual l u a y y a A r a f i u  ' Imlvuqv 1 . r r ~ ~ B i ~  
ludcarpl@owa, ~ + r  s l o  rdv  h i o v  X d p v  Dwrrrv p a p r u p l a ~ ,  I I l r y o v  o l u r L  rara lcrau-  
Bijvac ~ i ) v  v+uov. See in reference to tbc u a r l x ~ c  Adyoo, which by no m e w  marb 
ur onautl~orised, looee report, but commonly tradition, Rothe'a Aufange der Ohrist. 
Kirche, p. 389. 

8 ' I rdvugc  .rdt abrdOr ~ r r i w r v  I r r X q s l a r  d r d  .nir r a d  r d u  V ~ Q O ~  PIT& 74v  A o p .  
r ravot  r A v ~ ) r  kavrXBmu +oyiir. 
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which as to its substance is undoubtedly genuine, for i t  bears too 
exactly the character of the style which Jerome ascribes to Vic- 
torinus (see the collection of his expressions in the Bibl. Patr., 
and other reasons for i ts  substantial genuineness, may be seen in 
Liicke, p. 494). But in this work the composition of the Apoca- 
lypse under Domitian, during the exile in Petmos, is spoken of 
as a matter of undoubted certainty.' 

These are all the testimonies on the time of the composition of 
the Apocalypse belonging to the age of living tradition. They 
declare with perfect unanimity that John was banished by Domi- 
tian to Patmos, and there wrote the Apocalypse. Variations be- 
gin only to appear in the age of theology end learning. Epipha- 
nine is the first, who puts forth another view. But even there the 
tradition still has such sway, that all persons of any critical acu- 
men, all who know how to distinguish between historically accre- 
dited facts and conjectures and combinations, declare themselves 
on its side. A t  the head of these is Jerome, who did not reckon 
i t  worth while even to notice the existence of a different acconnt, 
which must therefore be held to be every way improbable.' The 
matter stands precisely similar with .the question regarding the 
genuineness. 

For the more correct appreciation of the other and differing 
accounts we submit the following remarks. 

1. It is only in writers of inferior rank that these accounts are 
to be found. Epiphanius, who is the first in point of time, is  
also by far the most important. But the judgment which Vi- 
tringa expressed regarding him, " that he was an extremely in- 
credulous person, and in the mention of tradition8 or sayings of 
the ancients much less exact than he seems to be," is now gene- 

1 The main passage is a t  p. 418 : Oportet te iterum propheinre, inquit, poynlis e t  lin- 
guis: boo cnt, quoniatn qunndo hoc vidit Jobannrs, crat in innula Patmos, i n  metallurn 
dvmnrtus a Domitiano Omasre. Lbi ergo ridit Apocalypsin: sc cum senior jam putuet,  
se p r  p n m i o ~ e u ~  vcceptwun~ receptiouem, interrecto Domitinno omnia judicia ejus eo- 
lula runt, e t  Joaunea de mctallo dimiswus d o  posten tradidit ham erndem quam no- 
oeperat ~t Domiuo Apocalypsin, boc cat, oponer te iterum prophetue. See rlro p. 420. 

2 6. g. de virir illuat 9: Johalmea quarto dccimo anno secundum post Neronem per- 
recutionem nrorente Domitisno in Pu!mos insulam relegntwscripait Apocalypsin. Also 
ui Juvin ii. 14,and in the Chronicon. l'he ancient and right account is found also in  
Ciophoriaos (nbout 629), in the life of John, and in Theophylact'r Commentary on the 
four Ooq&.t T ~ o o a ~ r o w a r d t ~ ~ ~ w  I s r r ,  dr0rcpou p r ~ d  N i p w a  81myp3u rruoGvroo 

A o p w r a ~ ~ i r  dl n d r p u r  uijoou mproprothis ouui.raEeu &wor&ku+rv, 6ro. 
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rally received. To pitch him against Irenmus, and treat with 
discredit the testimony of the latter, on the ground of what he 
haa said, would betray a palpable want of critical acumen.' The 
late Sgriac translator and Pseudodorotheus carry still less weight. 
And Theophylact furnishes a test for the measurement of his 
sagacity, in announcing, instead of the Apocalypse, that the Gos- 
pel was conlposed a t  Patmos, without probably a single authority 
to support the statement.' 

2. None of those who deriate from the tradition venture to 
refer to it, while this is quite common with those who place the 
exile of John to the writing of the Apocalypse under Domitian. 

3. " Only those (remarks Liicke) who place the exile under 
Domitian, indicate the continuance in a definite way." All the 
others speak in a vague manner, and do not venture to go into 
more exact specifications : precisely aa we should have expected, 
on the supposition of the one class resting on historical tradition, 
and the other following uncertain conjectures. 

4. The deviators are quite a t  variance among themselvas, while 
the statement which places the composition nnder Domitian has 
the fixed impress, that is the mark of truth. The Syrirc trans- 
lation makes the exile of John and the composition of the Apo- 
calypse to have taken place under Nero, Epiphanius nnder Clru- 
dins, m d  according to Pseudodorotheue he was banished to Pat- 
mos by Trajan. 

5. The deviators shew also by their vacillation and wavering 

1 Vitringq however, docs him an injustice, when, lollowing Huetiw, he wonld dia- 
cover a coufusioq of I U C ~  a nature (in one imporlsIlt pansap, rdr. h e r .  T. i. p. 494, 
also in another, p. 456) would entirely destroy his title to be heard. Vitrit~ga makes 
him say thew, that John waa already upwards of ninety years old when he returned from 
the ialsnd under Ulradiw. In  that c w ,  Epiphaniua had preserved nncl~auged tbe a#a 
which John had attained at the time when, according to the tradition, he returned from 
the island. Epiphanius relates that John "compostd 111s Qospel at a ((nut age, alter the 
ninetieth year of his life, after hi8 return from Paunos, which took place undrr the em- 
perur Claudiua" But Lump lrnd already shewn, on John VOI. i.p. 61, that Epiphanius 
meant to ray that Jolm waa "ninety years old and upwards when, after him return from 
Pstmos, and a conaiderable period more which he spent in Asia, hc composed his Qor- 
pl." By expressing himself, however, in ao carelene m d  loom a manner, Epiptaniam 
baa certninly l a ~ d  himsellopen to misnnderstanding. 

9 P. 16: : Ard r u t  ldior aPayyAiou, S ual uuuiypa+yr l u  n d ~ p r p  r b  vdsq, LEdptr- 
Tor dmraA&, p r d  ~ p ~ a u o n a d h  irtJ 6 s  sol  Xpwrot  LaAdJlsar. The devintion 
bom the tradition here attwhes memly to the number. I s  this to be rrgudd as gaits 
asmin? 
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that they hare no firm ground beneath their feet. P6eudodoro- 
thens, after he has placed the banishment of John to Patmos under 
Trajan, adds, " But others say, he was banished to Patmos, not 
under Trajan, but nnder nomitian, the son of Vespasian.", Are- 
thas, who a t  ch. vii. 1-8 places the composition of the Apocalypse 
before the Jewish war, a t  oh. i. 6, makes i t  to have been written 
under Domitian. 

6. We can with tolerable certainty discover the extraneoas 
gronnda, which have given rise to these departures from the Lis- 
toncal tradition, and through which they lose all their importance. 

, They have no higher origin than the opinions of our modern 
critics, who on the ground of the first plausible conjecture and 
discovery on the internal field, disregard and tread nnder foot the 
weightiest and most solid testimonies. Epiphanias ranks in the 
same line with Ziillig. 

It cannot but appear strange, that all those who depart from the 
tradition, amid their other diversities agree in this, that they place 
the composition of the Revelntion before tltb era of Jerusalem's 
overthrow. That what impelled them to thia was the belief of cer- 
tain passages in Revelation having respect to the Jewish catas- 
trophe, seems probable alone from the analogy of latqr critics and 
expositors, who from Grotins downward8 have been chiefly infla- 
enced by this consideration to disallow the composition of the 
Apocalypse nnder Domitian. But i t  is raised to certainty by 
expressions of Andreas and Arethas, who in reference to certain 
passages expressly aflirm that they were understood by some of 
the Jewish war, who consequently could not do otherwise than 
transfer the composition of the book to a time previous to  that 
war.' Bat  in proportion a s  the exposition of the Apocalypse was 
then in a state of infancy, the lees consideration can justly be at- 
tributed to what has sprung from such a ground. 

Why the Emperor Claudios ehould have been fixed on may be 
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gathered from those who have latterly contended for the compo- 
rition under his reign. Grotius, Hammond, and others derive 
their chief argument in favour of Claudiue from Acts xviii. 2, 
and the {well-known passage of Suetonius (Claud. c. 25), which 
speak of the expulsion of the Jews, and this is supposed to have 
involved also John's banishment to Patmos. Another argument 
may still be found in the original passage Matt. xxiv. 7, " And 
there shall be famines and pestilences in various places," on 
which Rev. vi. 5-8 rests ; for this has often been referred to the 
times of Claudius, in whose reign a famine four times broke out 
and a pestilence twice-comp. Acts xi. 28, the comm. on Sueton. , 

a. 18, Schott Comment. in Sermones de reditu, p. 27. 
It was the more natural to think of Nero, when one once aban- 

doned the ground of testimony and gave way to conjectures, since, 
having been the firet to begin the work of persecution against 
Christians, and the person under whom the most distinguiehed of 
the apostles, Peter and Paul, seered  martyrdom, he was regarded 
in ancient times as distinctively the persecutor. Tertullian already 
makes John, not indeed banished by Nero to Patmosi yet put . 

by him into a barrel of boiling oi1.i 
We are not, however, to suppose that with the result we have 

now attained, the inquiry respecting the composition of the Apo- 
oalypse is to be regarded as closed. External testimonies alone 
oannot decide the matter. It is conceivable, that what was origi- 
nally conjecture, may bave clothed itself in the garb of tradition, 
and under this form deceived even the most honest inquirers. But 
we mast put the matter in its fair and correct position-that we 
bave no longer to speak of two equally accredited views of anti- 
quity ; that we must recognise upon the one side a well-supported 
tradition, and on the other an uncertain conjecture ; that we 
must proceed to the investigation of the internal grounds with the 
oonsciousneas of having already a t  the outset won afirm position, 
Rom which we should not suffer ourselves to be driven by any uncer- 
tain conjectures, but only by the most conclusive arguments. Rut 
the more careful examination of the internal grounds, far from 
invalidating the external testimonies, rather yields the result, 



10 INTRODUCTION. 

that  the Book codd have been composed a t  no other t.ime than 
during the reign of Domitian. 

I. Let us first bring into view the condition of the churches in 
Lesser Asia, as that appears in the seven epistles. 

Dr Liicke himself is obliged to admit, p. 243, that the Reve- 
lation supposes a condition of the chnrches, which, in contradis- 
tinction from the earlier one of Paul's time, may be designated the 
age of John. First of all, the seven epistles presuppose a time, 
when that word of the Lord, " But when the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept," and that .word, '' Because ini- 
quity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold," had already 
passed into fulfilmeut. The blessed period of the first love is 
past, even there too, where i t  still relatively stood fast ; zeal has 
relaxed and corrupt.ion make great inroads ; we feel ourselves 
everywhere transferred to the later times, "in which a grievous 
corruption, that uot suddenly but by gradual advances had sprung 
np, and acquired uew strength as it proceeded, had already be- 
fallen' those churches." 

I n  Ephesus the love which Paul, in ch. iii. 18 of his epistle, 
had besought for the Ephesians, has become cooled. " But I 
have somewhat against thee, that thou hast left thy first love," 
(Rev. ii. 4.) Already i t  is a time, when that which still remained 
is in danger of perishing. " Remember from whence thou haat 
fallen (it is said in' ver. 5), and repent and do the first works ; else 
I will come unto thee quickly, and remove thy candlestick out of 
its place, except thou repent." Paul, in his farewell discourse to 
the church a t  Ephesus, Acts xx., still makes no mention of any 
blemishes among them, but only warns them against the snares of 
the threatening foe. The Epistle to the Ephesians, written by 
Paul (according to Wieseler in his Chronol. of the Apost. age, p. 
455) during the period of his first two years' imprisonment at 
Rome, or in the year 6 1  or 62 (according to Harlcss about the 
year 62), everywhere conveys the impression of fresh life, of a 
first love. The apostle begins a t  the very outset with an expres- 
sion of thanksgiving to God for all the rich spiritual gifta which 
he had conferred on that church. He lauds in particular the love 
of the Ephesians, their brotherly love, which has ite source and 
foundation in the love of God, ch. i. 15, 16, " Wherefore I also, 
after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus,.and love unto all 
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the saints, cease not to give thauks for you, making mention of 
you in my prayers." 

The church ot Bardis appears in a still sadder condition. " I 
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art 
deadH-is the word to her, iii. 1-your light has already well- 
nigh become extinct. 

Laodicea had become lukewarw ; wretched and miserable, poor, 
and blind, and naked. The condition of the Laodicean church 
in Paul's time is partly to be estimated by that of the Ephesian, 
according to Col iv. 16, partly and more particnlarly by that of 
the church of Colosse ; comp. Col. ii. 1, iv. 13, 16,16. The 
Epistle to the Colossians was written about the same time with 
that to the Ephesians (see Wieeeler), and not long before the 
close of Paul's life, when suffering imprisonment a t  Rome. There, 
just as in the Epistle to the Ephesians, he gives thanks for what 
he had heard of their faith and love : " We give thanks to God 
and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying rlwaye for you, 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and your love to all 
the saints," (Col. i. 3, 4.) According to ch. ii. 6, the apostle is 
with them in spirit rejoicing and beholding their order and their 
faith in Christ. 

D r  Liicke thinks, p. 413, that the change in question can be ex- 
plained, though a period of only ten years had intervened. But  
even this short space is not secured. The date of the Apocalypse 
is supposed by him to have been separated from that of the 
Epistles to Ephesus and Colosee by a period of somewhero about 
six years. And then i t  is clear 'as day, that even a space of ten 
years could not account for so radical a change. It bespeaks a 
change of persons, the arrival of a new generation : comp. Judg. 
ii. 7, according to which the people served the Lord so long as 
Joshua and the elders lived, who had seen the 'mighty works of 
the Lord, which he had done for Israel. I n  regard, especially, to 
what concerns the ~eodiceans i t  will not do merely to say: Tem- 
pora mutantur e t  nos mutamur in illis. It were indeed a s m c e  
of despair, if such a change on the part of established Christians 
could be explained from a change of times, and, God be thanked, 
is without an example in the history of the Christian church. 
The world can certainly become demoralized in a short time, but 
Christians retain their anointing. And then in the decennium 

2 
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immediately following the composition of the Epistles to the 
Ephesians and Colossians, no change of times can be pointed out, 
which should have brought such perils with it., endangering even 
the elect. I t  came only a t  the period, to which the chnrch tradi- 
tion assigns the composition of the Apocalypse, under the reign 
of Domitian. There all the premises are to be found, which are 
required to explain the facts. We have, in that case, an inter- 
val of more than thirty years. During that period the apostles 
had all, with the exception of John, gone to their rest, and so the 
boundary set by the apostle Paul in 2 Thess. ii. 6 had been 
crossed ; gone, too, were the Christian fathers, who had seen the 
great deeds of the Lord, while a storm of persecution, such as the 
Christian church had not yet seen, pessed over the less firmly 
established new generation. Hence, the Seer writes, according 
to ch. i. 9, to his companions in tribulation and in the patience 
of Jesns Christ. Then did the word of the Lord in Matth. 
xiii. 20, 21, find a mournful fulfilment : " But he that received 
the seed into stony places, the same is he who heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth i t ;  yet bath he not root in himself, 
but dureth for a while; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, by and bye he is offended." 

Farther, we find in the ohurchee to which John wrote, the 
errors of those, whom he designates by the symbolical names of 
the fiicolaitans or Balaamites, deeply rooted and wide-spread. 
According to ch. ii. 21, the Lord had already given ample time 
to their operations : " And I gave her space to repent of her forni- 
cation ; and she repented not."' How strong the pressure of the 
Nicolaitans was upon the church a t  Ephesna, is manifest from its 
being mentioned as a matter of high desert, that they hated the 
deeds of these Nicolaitans. They must there have been already 
excluded from the church. For in apostolic times this was the 
form in which hatred manifested itself-cornp. 1 Cor. v.-and i t  
could not otherwise have been o fact of a public character, a s  it 
a p p h r s  to have been. I n  the chnrch a t  Pergarnos the matter had 
not been brought to such an exclusion, a proof how st,rong the 
party there waa. So also in the church a t  Thyat,ira. It must 
there have found its way to the directorship ; as may be inferred 
from the Jeeabel, the wife of the angel, the weaker half of the 
party in oflice. 
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The rise of the importrdce of this sect, can only be explained 
in connect.ion with the influence which heathenism had preserved 
in men's minds, by reason of persecntion, a8 a similar temptation 
and inclination to apostacy to Judaism in consequence of Jewish 
persecution meets us in the epistle to the Hebrews.' And among 
Israel also the heathenish tendencies were never stronger than in 
the times of severe oppression on the part of the world, before the' 
conquest of Jeru~alem by the Chrtldeans, and nnder Antiochne 
Epiphanea. Pergarnos, which was a chief seat of this heresy, is 
described aa the throne of Sat.an, the main centre of the heathen- 
ish persecntion. Antipas, the faithful witness, had there suffered 
mart,yrdom. The community had nnder the persecntion main- 
tained their faith, but they were not to come out of the conflict 
without. wounds. In Thyatira, the second seat of the heresy, the 
promise given shews that the temptation to false doctrine sprung 
Rom a terrible pressure on the part of heathenism. " He that 
overcometh and keepeth my words to the end, to him will I give 
power over. the nations . . . and I will give him the morning star 
(a glorious supremacy)." I f  the church internally resists the 
pressure of heathenism, does not allow itself to be drawn aside to 
heathenish errors, it shaH also gain externally the victory over it. 
Therefore, the temptation had come in from " the power of the 
heathen." Whosoever withstands it, receives in turn " the power 
of the heathen." Then, for the rise of this heresy out of the 
heathen persecutions, there is the analogy of ch. xi. I n  conse- 
quence of the overflowing of the heathen the fore-court of the 
temple is there given up, such, namely, as had no deep root, 
they are overcome through the heathen persecutions, and are 
drawn over to the fellowship of those, who in their minds were 
heathenish. 

Accordingly, the getting the victory over this error implies 
what could not have existed before the times of Domitian, wheu 
for the first time a serere persecution, and one that threatened 
the annihilation of the Christians, swept over the chnrch, and 
especially did not exist in the reign of Galba, during which there 
was no proper persecution of the Christians. 

I n  the epistles of Paul there still occurs no trace of such a 
gross and wide-spread falling away into the region of heathenism. 
The errors, with which P a d  contends, were chiefly of Jeniiih 
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origin, as were also the troubles which then pressed ,upon the 
Cl~ristians. Hymeneus and Philetus, according to the second 
epistle of Pan1 to Timothy, written a t  the very close of the apos- 
tle's life, succeeded with their refined philosophical error in turn- 
ing only a few from the faith--dcva~p&ovr~~ ~ i j v  .r,v&v a h w .  
The farther spread of such errors waa expected only in the coming 
future ; v. 17, comp. Acts xx. 29, 30. 

The proper kernel of our heresy meets us, for the first time, in 
the second epistle of Peter, which the apostle wrote, according to 
ch. i. 13, 14, when he had death in immediate prospect. To the 
name of the Nicolaitans here corresponds there the comparison 
with Balaam, in oh. ii. 16,16. The errors appear there chiefly 
to belong to the future ; .although the liveliness of the descrip- 
tion, and the circumstance that the errors are sometimes spoken 
of as present, show that t,he apostle had the first beginnings of 
the evil already before his eyes. The occasion of its rise is indi- 
cated in ch. iii. 4. Where, say the opposing party, is the promise 
of his coming 1 The desire for this must have been awakened 
by the violence of the persecntion and the tribulations of the 
world. What the Christians had latterly to suffer under Nero 
was well fitted, particularly a t  Rome, to call forth the first work- 
ings of the evil, and especially to open the eyes of the apostle in 
respect to the magnitude in the future, when the persecntion 
should increase and widen, of the danger that should thence 
threaten the church. We are conducted a step farther by the  
epistle of Jade. The errors, which in the second epistle of Peter 
appeared as still chiefly lying in the future, are here represented 
as already present. " The errors (says Heydenrich in his defence 
of the genuineness of the second epistle of Peter), which Peter 
had announced as ready to appear, were now iu actual being, and 
strove to gain a footing in the church, with which Jude was more 
immediately connected. How appropriate that he should repeat, 
and call up to the recollection of his readers, what a t  nn earlier 
period Peter had so impressively and profoundly uttered for their 
warning I" That what was future in Peter had now become 
present, nee the proper motive to Jnde for writing his epistle.1 

1 Deairirn for the priority of the sccond epistle of Peter, u oornpared with that of 
.Jude, in Jude r. 17,18, oomp. with 2 Pet  iii. 3. We hare hen  alno m important tcsti- 
mony for the genuiueneg of the reoond epielle of Peter. But see Heydenriol~, p. 97, 
ah0 108. 
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But even in Jude the error is still by no means so far advanced 
and so fully disclosed to view, as in the Revelation. There also 
i t  is said only, that " certain men had crept in unawares." We 
see ourselves here, therefore, brought into a quite isolated region, 
the path to which only began to be indicated in the latest epistles 
of the New Testament. 

11. Of great importance for determining the time of composi- 
tion is the passage ch. i. 9, " I John, your brother and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesns Christ, 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and 
for the testimonpof Jesus Christ." From this passage various 
proofs may he derived in oonfirmation of the view that the Book 
must first have been composed under Domitian. First, the pro- 
phet designates himself as the companion of Christians in Lesser 
Asia, to whom he primarily wrote, in their tribulation, and indeed 
in such a tribulation as kindled the desire after the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ, the kingdom of glory. For, as the world then 
sought to lay the church a t  its feet,, the church needed to have 
her faith quickened in regard to the coming glory, that she might 
be able to bring fully into exercise the patience of faith. The 
discourse here, therefore, must be of a Christian persecution in the 
proper sense, and one that was of a general nature. Bat  such a 
persecution first happened under Domitian. That which took 
place in Nero's time was confined to  Rome. , 

Then the Seer presents himself here to our view ae one who 
had suffered exile on account of his fidelity to the Christian testi- 
mony. Such local deportations, beside punishments of a capital 
nature, there is good evidence for believing were inflicted during 
the persecntion of Domitian. On the other hand, under Nero, 
history knows only of capital executions a t  Rome, and n h e r  once 
mentions anything like deportations from one place to another. 

Finally, the Seer, John, was on the isle Patmos when he re- 
ceived the Apocalypse. But i t  was under Domitian that tradition 
affirms John to have been banished thither. 

Now, every thing has been brought into requisition to dispose 
especially of the second and third of these points. Liicke, in his 
Introduction, p. 244, would fain have nu to make no account of 
the paasage in determining the period of the composition. For 
the exposition is doubtful regarding the exile to Patmos, and the 
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tradition of sucli an exile of John is not harmonions-problema- 
tical. We do not need to enter on the latter point here ; aa the 
subject has already been discussed in the preceding investigations. 
To remove the exile to Patmos from oar -text in an exegetical 
way, Liicke has certainly bestowed great pains in the treatise on 
t.he Revelation of John i. 1, 2, and 9, in the Studien und Kritiken 
for the year 36, p. 654,ss. But we cannot avoid feeling our suspi- 
cions awakened as to the results there obtained, when we see how 
the main object in view comes out in the inquiry, for example in 
the words p. 661 : " I f  we have rightly interpreted the passage, 
ch. i. 9, the exegetical reason, a t  least, dieappears for the tradition, 
t,hat John was ever banished to Patmos as a martyr ;" and a more 
careful examination only serves to prove this suspicion to be well 
grounded. 

Liicke reasons thns: What may hinder us from determining 
thns the phraseology of the Apocalypse, that " the testimony of 
Jesus Christ,'' with " the word of God," may be understood 
partly, as in ch. xx. 4, and xii. 17, of the gospel generally, so far 
as i t  refers to  the testimony of Jesus, partly in a more special 
sense, if a particular prophetical word of God is meant., which was 
to be given or communicated through Jesus 1 Ch. i. 9 stands too 
near to ch. i. 2, not to be interpreted pre-eminently by it. If 
there the special revelation of the future is meant, so also here. 
Patmos is the place selected by God himself, where John must 
receive that revelation. D r  Bleek confesses that he has arrived 
a t  the same view, in the Evangelienkritik, p. 192 : " The nearness 
of the passage (ch, i. 2) renders i t  a t  least probable that we should 
explain in a corresponding manner ch. i. 9, as indicative of the 
design, on account of which the Seer had withdrawn himself to 
the isle bf Patmos, vie. that he might there receive the divine re- 
velation which he unfolds in his Book." 

From the first we feel compelled to think unfavourably of this 
interpretation. The air of martyrdom swims all around us in the 
Book of Revelation. Just  ns It  can be rightly understood and 
appreciated only by those who have experience of tribulations,' so 

1 Bengsl rrym in his Gnomon on ch. i. 9 : In tribulatione 'mrxime hi0 liber tldelibnr 
mapit, Adaticr eccleaia, prraartim r floridirdmo Conetmlini tampon, minus mrgnl 
aestimriit huno librum. Vix ieatigiun nperira A p r a d l p ~ o r  a Constantinopoliunir 
doacoribrrr d l c p t ~ :  ubi in Clyrortomi opribor oihtur, boo ipam d k a i  mo- 
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i t  could only have been written by one who had himself drunk of - the bitter cup of martyrdom, had himself felt the force of ita 
temptations, and in experience had known the sweetness of that 
consolation which he stretches forth to others. The persecution 
on the part of the worldly power of heathendom is the starting- 
point of the whole ; and that the author wee himself affected by i t  
is evident from the prevailing tone of sadness, and the wrestling 
character of faith :-comp., the " I wept much" in oh. v. 4, which 
pervades the whole Book. The Book becomes a riddle, whenever 
we lose sight of the truth that i t  was written by r martyr (as 
such John is already designated by Polycrates of Ephesas, in 
Euseb. v. 24) ; and we mast proceed on this ground, even though 
ch. i. 9 did not exist. Such paesages as ch. vii. 9-17 indispen- 
sably require this key. So only would a partaker of the tribula- 
tion of Jesus Christ administer coneoletion. We, therefore, 
cannot feel disposed to abandon a mode of explanation which is in 
such perfect harmony with the whole spirit of the Book, unless 
constrained to do so by the most urgent necessity. 

But so far from this being the case, the interpretation which 
understands the passage of martyrdom is the only tenable one. 
For, never and nowhere do the expressions " the word of God," 
and 'I the teetimony of Jesus Christ," of themselves mark a pro- 
phetical announcement. In  ah. i. 2 theycekainly have that import, 
but only in connection with what precedes, and without prejudice 
to their more general signification : "The revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to paas ; and he sent and signified i t  by 
his angel unto his servant John, who (here also, as formerly in 
the gospel and the eyietlesl), testified of the word of God, and 

tun8 indicium a t .  hbieanr wclaair, omci magta obnoxia, w m p r  hanc l i h  plarimi 
froit. 

1 I t  ia true, #a(ninly, tI# rer. 2 doem not directly refer to the Gwpel of John, u 
many held formedy, hut to h e  mum of the Rerelation itrelf. Bat, on the other b u d ,  
one cannut deny the counection r i t h  Jobn'e gospel, in i. 14, xi.. W m d  mpcaidy rho 
conrlurion, ni. 94, M also with rhe fint c p i d e  of John oh. i. 1, a, .nd ir. 14, witbout 
doing rioleuw to tbat exegst id feeling, to which we mwt  m.Le oorappd,  M them are 
no eoncluaire reuunl  Lars for atablishing what will not k h n W y  oonceded. Th* 
cormclotion oftbe bnginning of the &velation, eapwially rith the dorc of the jppl 
m d  rhe bqhriaq of the epirlle, -nu itself cleuly before M wicb cbr aonatruction : 
Who JDO he=, M in  bha gorp1 a d  &be epude teatifled of tbe word of God and tho 
h t h o n y  of JIM Chrirt, and that in the form of .n immdiata riaion. We bare tbpl 

b 
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the testimony of Jesus Christ that he saw." I n  the passage be- 
fore ns, however, no such restrictive clauses have preceded, nor 
is there to be found any such reaion for the more general mode 
of expression, as occurs above, in  the allusion to the gospel and 
the epistles ; here, therefore, the discourse can only be of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus in general. 

But were the phrase, '' for the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus," doubtfnl in themselves, they would still reaeive from 
the connection in two ways a more precise and definite import. 
First, by the preceding context : your companion in the tribula- 
tion and the patience of Jesus Christ ; the words, " I wae in the 
isle that is called Patrnos," etc., representing more dehi te ly  the 
part which the Seer had in the tribulation and patience of Jesns 
Christ. Then, by the sojourn on the island. This was fitted for 
no other purpose than ae a place of banishment. Not for the 
preaching of the gospel, to which several in earlier times referred 
the expression, " on account of the word of God," etc. For, the 
island, which, according to Pliny, H. N. iv. 12, wae thirty thou- 
sand paces in circuit, was too insignificant to draw toward it 
the regard and labours of an apostle, or of any one occupying eo 
high a place as to have intrusted to him the oversight of the 
churches in Asia. No! had i t  any peculiar fitness ae a place 
where the Revelation was to be received. This might as well 
hatre been imparted to the Seer in his own dwelling. The only 
circumstance, which, with any appearance of probability, might 
be alleged as a reaeon for the apostle undertaking a visit to 
Patmoe, in order to receive the Revelation thero, is the nearness 
of the sea--a circumstance which hae actually been adduced by 
Zallig, in his Revelation of John Th. i ,  p. 233. One might point 
with that view to ch. xiii. 1, " And I stood upon the sand of the 

rlro m explanation of the otherwise strange generalne~ of expression, the want of m y  
direot mhmnce to the prophetical matter. We must the lm, too, think of refusing to 
.cLnowledge this connection of the Revelation with the gospel and cpbPe, M it goto 
hand in hand with other rsferenoer in the Rerelation to the gospel. Comp. for exmpla 
cb. iii. 90, with theexpression of the Lord in John xir. 21, I; oh. v. 5 with John rri. 99 ; 
ch. 1.6 with John i. 28,W; oh. vii. 16, with John ri. 36; ch. xi, 7 with John vii. 6, vlii. 
90; oh. xli. Bwith John xii. 81,s; xi& 13, with the introduction 0 the gospel. The 
fwtr n o r  mentioned nrs also in 80 far of importance u they evince the priority of the 
Qapel a d  the Eplatle to the RevelUion, and ro forbid ru tnnafemng the composition of 
thn Apooalypee to an cvly period. But u thin ugoment is not of a palpable kind, at 
sutinfy ounelver with msml J indicating it. 
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sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea." But it were to 
overlook the power of the Spirit, if we should suppose, that the 
prophet must, or even could make a voyage, in order to have the 
sea within view. Daniel, when far in t h i  interior of the solid 
laud, saw the four winds striving on the great sea. It was also 
in the Spirit only that Daniel found himself on the river Ulai, in 
ch. viii. 2. I n  the Revelation we can the less think of any thing 
else, as the Seer had before him conetant examples of the nee of 
the sea se a symbol by the older men of God. Nor is there to 
be found a single caee, in which a prophet undertook a journey to 
a distant place, that he might there receive a vision. 

The argument from the manner of expression and the connec- 
tion is still farther strengthened by a comparison of the paasage, 
ch. xiii. 10, which implies, that a t  the time when the Book was 
composed, beside capital executions there were also banishments 
to different places on account of the faith of Chr is t -a  passage, 
which entirely accords with the one before us in the sense we put 
on it. In  regard also to the particular expressions, see the pas- 
sages ch. vi. 9, " I saw under the altar the soula of them that 
were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held ;" xi. 11, " And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony ;" xx. 4, "Those 
that were beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word 
of God ;"-in all which unquestionably it is faithfulness in con- 
fessing Christ in the midst of sufferings, which is denoted by 
these expressions. 

Finally, the reference of our passage to the martyrdom of John 
is still farther confirmed by comparing i t  with Matth. u. 22,23, 
Mark x. 38. There the Lord announced to James and John that 
they should drink of his cup and be baptized with his baptism. 
A literal fulfilment of this declaration is what, both from ita own 
nature and from the example of James, as well as the analogous 
case of Peter, we naturally expect to find. A t  the same time, 
we are not to overlook the circnmstance, that in respect to John 
i t  was tempered by another announcement in John x i .  20-22, 
according to which a martyrdom in the proper sense, as involving 
the loss of life for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, does not come into view. The exile to Patmos is the only 
event in which the fulfilment can be sought. This ww recog- 

b 2 
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nixed already by Origen in Yatth. Oyp. iii. p. 719. To the like 
effect Jerome, in his commentary on the paasage in Matthew ; 
who, besides, refers to the report of John having been put into a 
barrel of boiling o i l , 4  report which had its rise in the feeling, 
an if the banishment to Patmos did not seem sufficient to fulfil the 
word of Ohrist. For the same reason, Victorinus of Petabio ag- 
gravates the exile in Patmos, by descrihing it se a banishment 

the works in the mountains, and Theophylact (on the same 
passage) still makes John, after the exile, be sent back to Patmos 
by Trajan. 

Exception has been taken against the reference of the passage 
to the exile of John, because only the greater culprits were 
doomed to this punishment ; criminals of an ordinary kind were 
appointed instead to work in tlie mountains. But i t  is easy to 
ahew, that the fact on which this argnment is based does not rest 
on a solid foundation.' There' is at  any rate no want of proof 
that this punishment was especially suspended over those who 
were accused of misdemeanour against the state religion of Rome.' 

In. The persecution of the Christians, which proceeded from 
the supreme magistrate himself, from the Roman state and ite 
rulere as such-this forms the historical starting-point of the Re- 
velation. Such a persecntion, being intended t ~ & ~ e l  the invasion 
which the new religion made upon the state's sovereignty, its pre- 
tended di"nity, implied that the conflict between the deified 
world-power, and the worship of the true God and his Son, had 
already begun. The beast, the world-power, haa, according to 

1 T b u  the punishment w u  upplied even to common c h i n &  ia certain done from 
Jursnd 1.73: Aude diquid bmvibua Oyvir et ormem dignum, ri ria rrse diquid: pro- 
b i m  lrudrtur et algst. Comp. I. 16D. According to Suetoniur, Tit. c. A, the delatoma 
of Titar w m  banirhed in u p e r i m ~  inmularum. Wliat Pliny r a p  in the Panegyr. a. 
& of th* conduct of Tn jan  aowudr the delatora, we rhd l  giro at length ; as i t  ia well 
fitted to aupply ur with an elact w p j  of the r i tudun  ofthe her: Coogeeti runt in n.- 
rigia nptim conquialu .a tampeatutibm dediti. Abimnr fu;erentqua r u t a m  dslariosi. 
buq tewm, w ri qurm fluctur ac p r o w l l ~  ~ o p u l m  rerarurent ,  hie nod. rur, et inbnr. 
pitllo lltus inwlem& darun et u u i r m  ritrm. With tbia let the hiacar~ of F l rcur ,  
iu Philo, p. 067, A, k c o m p d :  M a d  64 T&U ( i*Ip~uw T+ obkat ~a7i7- 
ah06 #uyd, ual iE drdmr d r  A n h r o  lrir 11*dpou, rdU iwrl f i ~ q o r  uat dfierwr 
r&o 7F olroupln)r, I €  &rim* &i udoou r C r  tbdarfid~rr. 

Lamp, In bia Comm. on the Gorp1 of Jobu i. 66 : hligionir ab ido lo luh  RO 
man8 rbbomnti. p r o h i o u t  exilium pro poem decrerlt Muow ImperUor : Modrtinur 
Jurir conrultua lege digcat de poenu: 8 i q a l  .liquid feocrit, quo lever houl- 
iuum . o b i  mpnti t ionc numinia tamator: diva8 Mucnr bquarnodi bominm In lnsu. 
lrm mlcgue nscripdt. 
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ch. xiii. 1 (comp. xvii. 3), upon its heade the name of blasphemy. 
Its adherents, according to ch. xiii. 4 (comp. xviii. 8), ask in a 
confident and insulting tone, Who is like the beast 1 It opena ita 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme Hie name, and 
Hie tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven (xiii. 6). Accord- 
ing to xiii. 8, i t  is worshipped by its adherents as a polemical 
demonetration aghnst the Lamb. According also to xiii. 12, the 
false prophet directs to this worship, and according to ver. 16  he 
has power to compass the death of those who do uot worship the 
image of the beast. 

We have here an important proof that the Revelation could 
not be composed before Domitian's time. " Domitian," eeys 
Reimarus, on Dio Cassias, p. 1112, " was the first, Caligda per- 
hapa excepted, who among the Romans laid claim to the name of 
God, and therefore nearly the whole odium connected with that 
ought to rest upon him." Certain approaches, indeed, to thie 
claim are to be met with in the earlier Ctesars, in particular in 
Angustus. But in those cases it was the flattery of others which 
prompted what was done, and the emperor himself rather exelc 
cieed a restraining influence.' But here the emperor took the 
initiative, and the claim was so extravagantly urged, that scarcely 
any thing of a similar kind is to be met with among the later em- 
perore, and on this very account Domitian is quite notorious in 
antiquity. Philostratus, in the life of Apollonius, B, viii. c. 4, p. 
324, makee Apollonius defy the claim of Domitian; I' who would 
have himself regarded as the god of all men." According to Sue- 
tonius, he began his letters thus, " Our Lord and God commands 
that i t  should be done so and so ;" and formally decreed that no one 

1 Bpnheim, de m a  nnmirmntnm dimert. 111. I. i. p. 14l: "No one will be rurprind 
that the hwning and idolrhour Oreeh  ahould have woraliipped with divine h n o u n  m d  
titler, tbe emperom themnelm, w supreme lords of the world, or rkind ofpreaent Deity ; 
m d  not such merely n lird died, but thwe d r o  who were rtill dive. Bwpeotiug Au- 
gustur, indeed, wbrt is recorded by T r ~ n q u i l l w  i r  well known : " Templa, qnrmvis rolret 
ethm Proconsul~bus decrrui d e n ,  in nullr WRII  prnvinoir, nisi communi ruo Bo. 
mreqne nomine woip t :  nnm in nrbe quidem peninnciaaime rhrtinnit" (in Augurto, c. 
62). T r i t a r ,  however, reportr the matter r little differently, when he menti 
pelsoar of r sober o u t  of mind reflcwed .grinst Augustus, thnt nothing pec @!POw r u i n  
divine honour w u  left to the gods, mince be wiahed himnelftu be wunhippd rr wmpler 
rod statues by flunsnr and priests. Tl~im im confirmed also by Victor Bchotti, and Hornoe 
up in reference to i t  : Pinesenti tibi matwaror largimar Ironorea, jurudaaque t u u  per 
nomen ponimur am." Snetoniur a h  ataten, bwide wh.J is quoted .bore by Sprnbeim : 
A q w  stirm u g a n t a u  s u i u u  olim ribi poritw c o d r v i t  omum, exque iir a u n u  ooni 
n u  Apollini ddiorvit. 
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should addreas him otherwise either in writing or by word of 
mouth.' AccordingtoDioCnssius, Nerva caused the gold and silver 
images of Domitian, which were very numerous, to be me1ted.l 
Pliny says, that he regarded any slight to his gladiators aa an 
act of impiety toward his divinity.' He states, that Trajan was 
content with the place next to the gods, but that Domitian put him- 
self on a footing of equality with them ; nay, raised himself above 
them, and as if he alone almost had any claim to godhead, chose 
for his statues the most hallowed sites in the temple, and cansed 
entire hosts of victims to be offered to himself? In  the downfal 
of Domit.ian Pliny saw an irony in real life on his pretended 
divinity? 

Hence, i t  is self-evident that under Domitian Christianity had 
to enter on a struggle of life or death with the imperial power, 
which always claimed, even in the hands of ita most discreet pos- 
sessors, more than Christians could yield. A sharp collision was 
now, therefore, inevitable. It is true, we cannot produce distinct 
historical statements to the effect that Domitian urged his im- 
pious claim precisely against the servanta of God and his Son, 
and considered the honour given to these as a robbery of that due 

1 Sueton. Domit c. 13 : Pwi arrogmtie, cum precuntorum suoram nomine brmrlem 
d ic twt  epistolrm, d o  ompit : Dominns et neur  nwter hic Beri juber. Unde institutum 
poathm, ut ne scripto quidem ac sermone cujnsquam rppellaretar aliter. 

2 Dio Cadsiur Nerva 0.1.: Mluar 61 Aora~rawoir a1 slwhr a h o t  woXXa1 pkv dpyup 
ai,roAXai 81 ral ~ p u e a i  oJaar uuvs~wvd8~uar.  rai I E  ah&w p y & X a  x p 4 ~ a r a  uuv~.  

Xlytl. 

8 Plininr Prnegyr. c. 83 : Demens ille rerique honoris ignuas,qui criminr mrgisWu 
in arena colligebt, rc  w despioi et contemni, nimi etirm gladiatoras ejua venenremur, 
ribi mdedici in illia, s u m  divinitatem, anam numen violari interprntabntur, oum oe 
idem quod deos, idem gtadiatom quod se pu twt .  

4 Panegyr. a. 62 : T u  delubrn nonniai adonturm intrPs, tibi muimua honor excubw 
pro templis, cum vice cwtodia ant satellitis mtatuae tuaa ponuntar in vestibulid temp. 
lon~m,  at non in i p k ,  portibusque pmetexi (rpponi) . . . . At psulo ante rditua omnee, 
omnea g d n s  totaque area, hinc rum, hino rrgento relucebrt, seu potius relucebat, reu 
potins polluebatur, cum incerti Principis statuir pemixta Deorum simulacra sorderent 
Bimili rerermtia, Cuaar, non rpud gsnium h u m  bonitnti t a w  grat iu  ngi, sed apud 
numen Jon8  optimi m u .  prteris; illi debere nor quidquid tibi debemua, illim qaod 
bene hcim maneria eew, qui te dedik Ants quidem ingenter hos t imm gregw par 
Capitolinam iter, m a p a  rui pute velat intercepti, divertere via cogebmtur, cum rae- 
vbsirni dominl a t r o o ~ a  edigiee, tanto victimmm omore coleretur, qurntum ipae 
humani rrnguinis profandebrt 

a Ille tamen, quibus ribi parietibus et muria aalntem suam tueri videbator, dolum 
Becum et inaidiad et ultonm acelerum deum i~icluail. Dimorit prfregitque custodian 
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to himself. But this omission is &aily explained from the decided 
aversion of heathen authors to Christianity, who could not but 
regard i t  aa fatal to relate what would appear to give Christians 
the right side in the matter, and thereby awaken sympathy in 
their favour. Btill, there are not wanting plain enough notices, 
which, when properly explained, perfectly supply the defect of 
particular accounts. 

The chief passage here is that of Dio Cassiae, B. lvii. p. 1112, 
Reim. : " In this same year Domitian put to death, beside many 
others, the consul Flavius Clemens, although he was his nncle, 
and had to wife Flavia Domitilla, who waa also a relative of the 
emperor. Both were accused of impiety, for which also many 
othera were condemned, having gone astray aRer the customs of 
the Jews. But Domitilla waa only banished to Pandatereia."' 

That Clemens was a Christian, there can be no doubt. The 
Christians were in the earlier periods of gospel history olwed 
with the Jews, and aa Reimam remarka, " very few among the 
Romans at that time went over to Judaism proper, especially 
among the persona of note, but many to Christianity." So alao 
Tillemont : " Situated as the Jews then were, i t  is quite impro- 
bable that a aonsul, who was nncle to the emperor, should hare 
espoused their religion." Besides, the sister's daughter of Fla- 
viw Clemene is known to have been a distinguished Christian 
(the Flavia Domatilla in Eusebiaa, Ch. Hist. iii. 18,' and in Je- 
rome's Chron.) and possibly i t  waa to her that Flavine owed his 
firat religions impressione. Finally, Suetonins designates the 
same Flaviaa ae a man of " deepicnble inactivity."' This wee a 
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reproach which was hqnently cast npon the Christians, becsaea 
they withdrew from the compt  civil life as i t  existed in hea- 
thendom, and thought more of their citizenship in heaven then in 
the Roman commonwealth.' This reproach did not apply to the 
Jews. 

How the sacneetion of " impiety" is to be understood, is clear 
from what immediately precedes, where we learn that a person 
who had been accased did homage to Domitian, and named him 
freqaently Lord and God'-a title under which he had already 
been addressed by others. It may farther be understood from 
what ie said a t  p. 1107 : " So much, however, was conceded to 
him, that almost the whole world, as far as subject to his domi- 
nion, waa filled with his imrgee and statues, both in silver and 
gold ;" and from all that has been said of Domitian's self-deifica- 
tiou ; since he woald scarcely allow any other god to stand be- 
side himself, and the ona divinity which had a place in his heart 
was his own pretended one. To the same result we are conducted 
by the paasage quoted from Suetonine. According to this author 
Clemens was put to death " on account of a very slender snepi- 
cion." From the connection thie suspicion could only be that of 
resistance to authority. And the suspicion and the accusation of 
impiety are seen to harmonise, the mo~nent we sappose that Cle- 
men8 ventured to disavow t.he emperor aa his lord and god, and 
do homage to his statues, on the ground of fidelity to his heavenly 
king. 

That Domitian looked npon Christianity with a jealous eye, 
may also be inferred ftom what Eusebias has related in his Church 
History, iii. 19, 20, from Hegesippus, as to Domitian causing the 
relatives of Christ to be sent for to Rome, because he was afraid 
of the coming of Christ. 

It is clear as day, then, that for all that respects the conflict 
of the world-powor with the kingdom of Christ, we obtain an ex- . 
filior etirmunm panulor ruccersonr prlrm datinrrart, et rbotito priore nomine .I&- 
rum Veqmirnnm rppenui jurmt, dtrmm DomiHmnm, npenb ex tenuiuirna rumpi. 
cione untnm non i p o  cjnr eonrulrtn intemrni~ 

1 Pitimar on Bwton. L c.: 0ontempti.rim.e insttiw cum bniic Flrrium roou norter, 
eo i p o  Chrirtimum hint demonrtrat. Del~w injuriuin Ohhtirno rtitulo Tert. in rpol. 
c. 49: Inhctnori in ncgotlia dicimur. 

9 Ar Murid in like manner raid to Domilira : Hoc ratio eat, ipei ceeten rnrndo 
Ueo. 8ce IIr\ercrmp on Trrtdlirn'r Apol. p 176. 



cellent historical starting-point, when we understand the Apoca- 
lypse to hare been c o m p b d  under Domitian, while such is en- 
tirely wanting on any other hypothesis. 

The Revelation supposes, that, a t  the period of its composition, 
the Antichristian aation of the' world-power war, acaompanied 
by the Antichristian operation of the world-wisdom ; that this 
last had already taken up a deaided opinion against Christianity, 
implying of course that i t  had now become a power in public life. 
In  proof of this see oh. xiii. 11, ee., according t~ which the false 
prophet persuades to the worship of the beaat, gives spirit to the 
image of the beaat, and effects that tho- who would not worship 
the image should be killed. Here, again, we are leR without any 
definite accounts, and for the reasons already mentioned. We 
find notices, however, which leave no reasonable doabt that 
under Domitian the pretensions of the Bomau emperor ogaiast 
Chrisq obtained support in a speciee of false worldly wisdom, 
which condescended to garnish those pretensions, and to give 
them a dazzling appearance, more unquestionably from hatred to 
Christ, than from avaricious flattery. The most remarkable no- 
tiae of the kind, and that which fhmishes the key for nnderstand- 
ing others of a leee definite nature, occurs in Philoetratd life of 
Apollonius, B. rii. 4. After relating how Domitian perseauted 
the philosophem, he continues, " But some also were led to die- 
course in a manner that wm eerviceable to the delinquenciea,"~ 
tending to vindicate the emperor's misconduct by giving a scien- 
tific colour to his divine pretensibns. He boar,ts of his hero, that 
he had kept free Rom any each delinquency, for, " having taken 
wisdom for his mistress, he waa free from dependence on Domi- 
tian, . . fearing nothing in respect to himself, but moved with 
pity on account of what was  fraught with destruction to others."' 
There were, therefore, philosophers who, by their discourses in 
respect to the emperor's claims, brought others into trouble ; and 
who could theee be but the Christians, the only pereons that mt 
tl~emeelves with determined energy against such claims 1 After 
considering this passage, one can scarcely doabt, when it is else- 
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where related how the Stoic Palfurius Sura nuder Domitian had 
acted the part of a very bitter delator, and was in consequence 
condemned after the emperor's death, that this philosopher pur- 
sued the vile business in his capacity as a philosopher, employing 
his philosophy and eloquence for the persecution of Christianity, 
and for garnishing the antichristian claims of the emperor.' Dio 
Cassius names, among many delatore who were condemned to 
death under Nerva, another philosopher, Seraa.a From all this 
what Pliny says of Nerva's measures against the delators, ap- 
pears in a new 1ight.s 

IV. The Revelation was composed at  a time when there was 
an organized bloody persecution, which extended over dl Chris- 
tendom. Ch. xiii. 7 is alone sufficient to this, according to 
which the beast makes war with the saints and overcomes them ; 
and power is given him over all tribes, and peoples, and tongues, 
and nations, Christians over the whole earth. I t  appears also 
fiom xiii. 8, according to which all, that dwell on the earth, wor- 
ship the beast ; ii. 13, which speaks of the martyr-orown being 
won far from the centre of the Roman state, and under the direo- 
tion of the magistracy, acting as Satan's instrument (xiii. 3) ; vi. 
9, where the prophet sees under the altar the mula of those, who 
had been slain for the word of Bod, and for the testimony which 
they had ; xvii. 6, where he sees the woman drunk with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus ; xvi. 
6, according to which they have shed the blood of saints and 
prophete ; xviii. 20, in which God is said to avenge upon the 
new Babylon saints, and apostles, and prophets, while in ver. 24 
the blood of saints and of prophets is declared to have been found 
in her. Finally, oh. xx. 4, where the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of Qod re- 

d 1 Bchol. sd Juvenel, iv. a. Pdfurius Burn consularia in agone cum virgine La 
cedemooin rub Nemne luctatna eat. Port inde a Veapasiano eenntu motua, tramivit ad 
stuicnm s c u m ,  in qua cum prnevalenf et eloquentin at anin pceUcw &ria, abuaus 
hmiliuiute Domirianl, acerbiwlme partea deluicnis exemuit : quo interlecto renatu 
accursnte drmnntur eat 

9 Lib. 88, c. 1 : I loAXo;  d l  r a l  I& au*o+aur~a.'vrmw & iva~ou  r a r t d r w i d ~ a a u ,  Iu 
oIr r o l  E l p a r  4u  6 +rAdoo+or. 

8 After having prdred Nerrcr for hin energetic mersurer against (he delafors, he con- 
tinues: Id hoc magis arduum fuit, quod impemtor Nerva, te fllio, te anccessom digniaai- 
mar, perqurrn rnagnn quredam d ie to  Titi adstmxernt, nihilque rdiquiase uisi tibi 
vldebntur, qul t.m mults exoqitrsti, ut si ante te nih i  esset inventurn. 

,9 
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viva again, m d  those who had not worehipped the bewt, nor his 
image, nor had reoeived his mark upon their forehead and their 
hand. No doubt, the Mare is in these paamgee represented cui 
present, but only in so far as i t  was to be a continuation of the 
present. There is never found a trace of what for the time being 
existed only within local boundaries, appearing afterwards as a 
heavy tribulation or general persecution extending to the whole of 
Christendom. Comp. besides ch. vii. 14. 

There is a onesidedness in the representation given of Christ. 
Throughout we see only the aspect he presents to the enemies of 
his kingdom, and indeed specially the heathen enemies ; the Jews 
appear only aa insignificant opponents, as tails of smoking fire- 
brands, that were briefly despatched in the epistles. And this 
consideration, coupled with tbe longing desire that is lnenifested 
toward the coming of Christ, and the lively faith in respect to the 
nearness of his approach ; all lead to the conviction, that a gene- 
ral conflict of heathenism and Christianity, a conflict of life and 
death, had already entered. 

Now, that such a bloody pereecution existed under Domitian, 
can certainly be proved, and nothing but the confusion of ir Dod- 
well could deny it.' This is just what might have been expected 
from the relation in which Christianity stood to the claim of 
divinity put forth by Domitian, which he urged with unsparing 
rigour. " I t  waa enough," a y e  Suetonine, " that any word or 
deed against the majesty of the emperor was objected against 
any one ;"' and as majesty is here meant, the mere confewion of 
Christianity must have appeared ae a capital offence againet it. 
But we possess explicit testimonies even &om heathen writers, 
although, for the reasons already mentioned, these are cautious 
m d  reserved in their words. In one of the paasages formerly 
quoted, Dio Cawins says that Domitian put to death "many 
others" besides tiie Flaviae Clemens, whose death itself inferred 
the martyrdom of many companions ; for when the emperor con- 

1 See against him, M maintaining in hi# D i n a e d o  de paucitate rnutyrum that the 
perwaution under nomitian never proceeded ao fw am to inflict torlures, to aay no thin^ 
of aotud blood.8hedI Pagi crit. i., p. 85, md Rniasrt in his Prsefatio in A c u  Murty- 

I nun iii. 

a Domit, c. 12 : Sntia erat objici qualscunquo facturn dictumqne ndveraos mnjeatatem 
principia. 
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ducted himself in such a way toward his nearest relatives, how 
should he have spared othere 1 According to the same author, 
Nerva pnniehed many delatore with death, who, we may be sure, 
only suffered themselves what they had brought upon others; he 
set free those who for high treason had been condemned, or were 
under investigation ;' and forbade socumtione respecting that 
crime and the Jewish manners to be any longer received. With that 
prohibition, another (Nerva c. ii.) against setting up g d d  or 
silver statues, went hand in hand ; for the claim of divinity in 
Domitian, and the persecution of Christiane, stood to each other 
in the relation of cause and effect. Philostrstus, in the passage 
already quoted, complains, that nnder Domitian a certain c l w  of 
philosophere had become to otf era the oocaaion of death. The 
notices of Christian authora lead to the eame result. In the 
account of the martyrdom of S t  Ignatius, in Rninart, p. 13, i t  is 
said, that he with difficulty escaped the earlier s torm of the 
many persecntions that took place under Domitian Eusebius, 
in his Chronicon, nnder the year 2119, reports on the authority of 
Brutins, that "very many Christians adered martyrdom nnder 
Domitian." He relatea in his Church History, iii. 19, 20, that 
Domitian caused the relatives of Christ to be fetched from Pales- 
tine to Rome. 

Thus, therefore, we have an excellent hietorical etarting-point 
in this respect for the composition of the Apocalypee, if we refer 
i t  to the time of Domitian. But none each can be found, if the 
period of composition is transferred to the reign of Qalba. For, 
there waa then no persecution of Christiane, and the only bloody 
persecution condnctod under public anthority, which had pre- 
viously occurred, that nnder Nem, had both been of short con- 
tinuance, and did not paae beyond the limits of Rome-not to 
mention, that i t  had not been raised against Christiane eo directly 
" for the word of God and the testimony of Jeeus," ae is here s u p  
posed. The extension of this pereecution beyond the limits of 
Rome, is in itaelf not probable. And the Christiane, mcording 
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to the credible report of Tacitue,~ were not puuiehed primarily 
as Christians, but on the ground of having been the first to begin 
the burning of the city: so also Eneebius in his Church History, 
ii. 25. The first pereon, who positively says, that the peme. 
mtion of Nero spread beyond Rome, is Oroeiae, a late author, 
and one who is the leas to be regarded, as Tertullian knows 
only of In other things he merely copies Suetonius, 
m d  introduces but this one circumstance from his own hand.' 
If the reasons for and against the extension beyond the limits 
of Rome were otherwise equal, we should still feel constrained 
to decide for the latter, on the simple ground, that from Nero 
being the 0rst persecutor of the Christians, i t  was quite no- 
turd in process of time to attribute to him more in this respect 
than originally and properly belonged to him. 

Against thia view of the Neronian persecution as a merely 
passing and local one, an argument might certainly be raised from 
the Brst epistle of Peter, if i t  were indeed the case, first that this 
epistle was written immediately after the outbreak of that perm- 
cution, and then that i t  proceeds on the supposition of a general 
.pereecution of the Christians. But both assumptions are unten- 
able. That the epistle was written not after, but &fore the 
persecution of Nero, in which reter won the crown of martyrdom, 
has been proved by Wieesler (p. 564, as.). And the persecutions, 
which are discoursed of in the first epistle of Peter, and to exhort 
to stedfastnese under which ia one object of the epistle, are e e  
sentially different from those in the Revelation. What in the 
5rst epistle of Peter is only a subordinate aim, in the Apocalypee 
is all-predominant : the persecutions referred to in the former 
are only suck as are inseparable from the existence of Chris- 
tianity itself. No indication exists of a threatening martyrdom, 

1 Annrl. IT. 44: Ergo rbolendo rumori Nwo rubdidir m a ,  at qumitirknL p~b 
dboit qnor pa flrgiri. i n r i m  vulgar Chrirtirnor appellrbat. 

t 8- bn the coanaotion of the burning and the Chrirtirn peraeontion. Wicrrelm 
Chronol, d n  Apcat. Zeitrlkn, p. 643, M. 
MT. Onor* 0. 16 : Vitu Canarum legimua ; orientem fidem Bomre primur Nem 

aruenkavk Apol. o. 6 :  Conaulite oommsnCuior veWor: illio mperiath primurn 
Noronem in huro reatam cum muime Bomn orientern, Cmnuirno gladio ferooirre. 

4 Bueton. h h'm. o. 16, nap : Afilloti auppliob CMatiani, pnur homtnllm rapanti. 
tiouL noma at m d d c ~ .  Ororinr, B. vii. 0. 7,1Bllowiag him 80 far, tbu he deritw the 
paesntion from tbe burning, prtmor Rome CWmtinnor rupptioio el m d h  a&&, 
U pCr OnWJ pWVid4J p d  p ~ r J ~ ? O W f b l l ~  c~mrehri  f w .  
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none of persecution by the world-power as such, nor even any 
certain marks of occasional judicial persecutions. Christians are 
represented as suffering reproach among the heathen, being re- 
viled as evil-doers, ch. ii. 12 ; they have much to ade r ,  especially 
in the way of calumny, ii. 23, iii. 9, 16, iv. 14. The strongest 
passage is ch. v. 8, 9, " Be sober, be vigilant, because yonr ad- 
versary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour : whom resist, stedfast in the faith, knowing that 
the same afflictions are accomplished in yonr brethren that are in 
the'world." But this passage simply indicates, that the heathen 
mind was then beginning to become fully conscious of the an- 
t,agonism that existed between i t  and Christianity, and the dan- 
ger which thence threatened its views and feelings; i t  implies 
nothing in regard to pereecntions of blood in the proper sense, 
nor to any interference on the part of the magistrate, nor to the 
supposed fact, that the heathen state had already taken the mat- 
ter into its own hand. 

V. The Revelation was written in the midst of persecutions, 
during which not only executions, but also banishments, took 
place. This is clear from ch. xiii. 10, " He that leadeth into 
captivity shall go into captivity ; he that killeth with the sword 
must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints." I n  this passage, as the comparison with 
Luke xxi. 24, Amos i. 6, Ps. lxviii. 19, kc., shews, i t  is not 
merely imprisonment, but also deportations and exiles that are 
meant, which is also confirmed by ch. i. 9, where the Seer des- 
cribes himself as being in the isle Patmos " for the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus." Nothing of this sort is reported 
concerning the Neronian persecntion. All the sources, Tacit- 
and Suetonina a t  their head, make mention only of capital pnnish- 
ments, which were also the only sppropriate ones for such a 
charge. On the other hand, in the persecntion under Domitian, 
banishment, especially to desert islands, is often and expressly 
referred to. According to Dio Cassius the wife of Flavins Cle- 
mens was exiled to Pandatereia. According to him also, Nerva 
recalled those who had been banished? And according to Euse- 
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bius, both in his history and his Chronicon, the sister's daughter 
of Flarins, bomatilla, woe for her Christian confession baniahed 
to the island Pontia. 

PI. Domitian, above almost every other, was a fit represellta- 
tive of the terrible bloody beast, full of names of blasphemy, and 
of the homble woman drunk with the blood of saints and of the 
witnesses of Jesus-comp. ch. xiii. 17. What Pliny says of Do- 
mitian in his Panegyr. c. 18, not unfrequently reminds one of the 
Bevelation, and suggests the thought, that to the author of the 
latter Domitian sat for the picture of the beast. He describes 
him aa the l8  most savage monster," that sometimes gulped the 
blood of relatives, sometimes employed himself in slaughtering 
the most distinguished citizens, before whose gates fdar and terror 
watched. He was himself of frightfnl aapect, pride on his fore- 
head, fbry in his eye, constantly seeking darkness and secrecy, 
and never coming out of his solitude, excepting to make so1itnde.l 
A similar description is given also by Tacitus in his Agricola. 
In ch. xliv. he mentions i t  as a g ~ e J  consolation in respect to 
Agricola's early death, that " he thus escaped that last period, in 
which Domitian no longer a t  intervals and during vacant periods, 
but constantly, and as with one stroke, made havoc of the state." 
How little the insipid Nem can in this respect be compared with 
Domitian, is manifest from what is said of both by Philostratus, 
B. vii. c. 4. Nero, says he, led the life of a player on the harp 
and flute, and for such a life little vigour was required. Quite 
otherwise with Domitian ; " he was a man of great bodily strength, 
and despised the pleasures which music yields, and which tend to 
soften the mind ; he found his enjoyment in the pains and la- 
mentations of others, and thought that the king by night should 
put an end to a11 other works, but give a beginning to deeds of 
murder." 

" He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity ;,he that 
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is 
the patience and the faith of the saints" (ch. xiii. 10). The view 

1 Nco sdutationa i u u  f u p  et rmtitw wqaitur, mmorunar, mutimur ut in oom. 
muui domo, qum noper immaninimr Cllur plorimo terrom m u n k n ~  Cum velut 
quodun spoon lnoluu nuno propinqnorum ranguinem Irmbemt, uuoo w ad d m i -  
morum ahium stragen c d n q u e  proferret. Obrenrbmtnr foribua horror et minm nt 
pu matm admiuir et exclurir. Ad boo, ipae ooounu quoqur visuqae terribilis, ruperbiu 
in honte, etc. 
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given in this pasage pewades the Apocalypse. We see in i t  
under the altar the souls of those who were slain for the word of 
God and for the testimony of Jesus ; we hear them crying with 
one voice, and saying, " How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge oar blood on them that dwell on the 
earth I" And as this cry is heard, we see how God does judge 
the blood of his servants that had been shed. It is worthy of re 
mark, that even the antichristian heathen world had a suspicion 
of the greatness of the guilt which Domitian had incurred by his 
persecution of the Christians, and of the ret.ribntion to which he 
had in consequence exposed himself. A proof how vigorously the 
feeling had then been awakened respecting the retributive righte- 
onsnese of God in Christendom ! For only as a reverberation of 
the powerful movement that had arisen there can we account for 
what was then felt in the heathen world. It could not wholly 
withstand the strong impression that flowed in upon it, bat against 
ita own will m d  principles was drawn within the sweep of the 
movement. " The gods," says Philostratus, viii. 25, " drove Do- 
luitian from his dominion over men ; for he hail killed the consul 
Clemens, t o  whom he had given his own sister (1)"' " Especially 
through this deed," says Snetonius, " he hastened his own down- 
fa1 ;" and then proceeds to give a long series of pre-intimations 
that announced beforehand the coming catastrophe.' 

Having thus obtained the result, that the Revelation was writ- 
ten under Domitian, i t  will not be di5cult to determine more 
exactly the period to which it shonld be referred within this 
circle, even apart from the tradition, which, sccording to Irename, 
aacribes i t  to the closing period of Domitian's reign Heathen 
writere (see, besides those already qtioted, Jnvenal Sut. iv. v. 153) 
agree in this, that the bloody persecution of the Christians, in 
the midst of which the Revelation was written, was soon followed 
by the death of Domitian. Accordingly, and in conformity also 
with the statement of Brutius in Easebias, and in the Chronicon 
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Paachale, under the fourteenth year of Domitian, that many 
Christians suffered martyrdom during that year, the Revelation 
must have been composed shortly before the death of Domitian. 
There can be no doubt that it was only this event which put a 
stop to the persecution of the Christians, although Tertullian and 
Hegesippns maintain the contrary, and represent Domitian as 
himself a dtop to all his persecuting measures. The mild 
treatment which Domitian gave to the relatives of Jesus, and 
which rests on good historical antbority, furnished the occasion 
for this representation, as in Eneebius i t  appears only as a report 
attached ts the latter. I t  looks from the first very unlike Domi- 
tian that he should have come to a better mind ; and the closing of 
the persecution suits much better to Nerva, who is called by Mar- 
tial soft and goodanatured, and who endeavonred to rectify every 
thing that Domitian had put wrong. It was Nerva who, accord- 
ing to Dio Cusius, set all a t  liberty that had been accused of 
high treason, who recalled, such as had been banished, and or- 
dered that no farther accusations of the kind should be received. 
It was Nerva who, according to Pliny, adopted the most strin- 
gent measures against the delators. According also to Tacitus 
and Pldostratus, i t  was the death of I)omitian which first pnt an 
end to his fury. And not' till the tyrant had gone did Johu effect 
his return from the isle Patmos to Ephesus, cur we learn from Cle- 
rnens of Alexandria, and Eusebins in his Church History (B. 
111. 20, 23). 

That the Apocalypse could not have been written so early as 
the time of Galba, is evident from the absence of any, even the 
most cursory, reference to the fall of Jerusalem, as an event nigh 
rt hand. Unquestionably, any reference to this event did not 
properly enter into the plan of the author; its starting-point is a 
frightful rise of the hostile power of heathenism, its theme the 
triumph of Christianity over heathendom. But since the fall of 
Jermalem oacupies so prominent a place in the prophecies of our 
Lord regarding the future development of His kingdom, which 
form in a manner the text on which John comments,-since, also, 
it was precisely in the time of Galba that the fate of Jerusalem 
was preparing for its accomplishment,-it would have been nna& 
tsrel had the author of the Apocalypse made no reference what- 
ever to it. We should the rather have expected him to  do so, 

C 
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when even in the epistles we see how constantly respect is had to 
the existing heathen oppression, which had then come forth into 
the foreground, but which did not. exclude some incidental refer- 
ence to the subordinate Jewish persecution. See what is inti- 
mated respecting the humiliations that were to overtake the 
Jewish persecutors in ch. iii. 9 ;  where, however, notla single 
word occurs respecting the fall of Jerusalem, which could scarcely 
have been the cnse if that crushing cat.astrophe had still been 
fnture. Further, since the prophet applies the name of Jerusa- 
lem and of Zion to the church, i t  would have been very natural, 
had the outward Jerusalem and Zion still, existed in their former 
dignity, to have given some indication that their pretensions were 
soon to be Idd  in tho dust. That these names sliould have been 
simpliciter applied to the church, that the latter also should be 
represented, without the slightest explanation, as the temple (ch. 
xi. I), is most easily explained, if there was but one thing to which 
the terms now could re'fer. To the same conclusion pointa also 
the analogy of Ezekiel, who received the vision of the new temple 
and the now city in the fourteenth year after the destruction of 
the old ones. See ch. xl. 1. 

Iu  unison with its place in the Canon, the Revelation must 
form the key stone to the books of the New Testament,and be 
separated in particular from the epistles of Paul by a considerable 
space of time and by the epoch of Jerusalem's fall. This appears 
from the doctrine, which is clearly and distinctly unfolded in it, 
that the second coming of Christ and the resurrection were a t  a 
great distance from the present time ; that in the middle lay a 
period of a thousand yenrs ; bejore, the overthrow of Rome by the 
ten kings,the conquest of these kings by Christ, and the destruction 
of the heathenish world-power ; afterward, the revival of hea- 
thenism, its new contlict with the chnrch, and the glorious vic- r 

tory of the latter. An easy transition to this manner of view- 
ing things is to be found in 2 Pet.. lii. 8, where the poesibility is 
indicated of the Lord's coming being so long deferred, that i t  
would be regarded in a humau aspect as very distant. There is 
no room for an opposition with the earlier writers of the New 
Testament, as these plainly declare, that they did not know the 
time of the Lord's coming. But a decided advance is made in 
the knowledge, and an advance of such importance that i t  could 
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scarcely have been made so early as  the period easigned by some 
for the composition of the Book. It seems to require a basis of 
new circnmstances and relations, and in particular that the ap- 
pearance of the Lord to execute judgment on Jernsalem shonld 
have already belonged to the past. So long as this event had not 
taken plnce, i t  must have been very difacult to determine what in 
our Lord's discourses referred to it, and what to the end of the 
world. The asseveration of our Lord, " Verily I say to yon, 
this generation shall not pass away till all is fulfilled," in Matt. 
xxiv. 34, mnst have rendered doubtful the indication of a more 
distant future by the end of all things, until history had entered 
aa an expositor-until the destrnction of Jerusalem as an iso- 
lated fcrot, not connected with a general catastrophe for the world, 
had shown that there waa not an absolute and final, but only a 
preparatory fulfilment to be looked for. I t  presented, so to 
speak, a microscopic view of the jndgment, where ererything was 
t o  be seen on a small scale, which a t  the actual end of the 
world was to appear in its proper greatness. Hence, all that our 
Lord in Matthew prophecies regarding his coming, refers imme- 
diately both to the destruction of Jernsalem, and to the end of 
the world, with all its manifold,and recurring signs, preludes, pre- 
parations, and warnings ; and i t  is a vain undertaking, which has 
been latterly attempted again by Dorner, to endeavour to distin- 
guish mechanically and externally what should be referred to the 
one event and what, to the ot,her. There is a pervading refer- 
ence, aa we have said, to both events, the destrnction of Jern- 
salem being contemplated as the nearer, and that also which was 
to  be the exact image of the other, the final jndgment of the 
world. But as to the period of the latter, no definite marks occur 
in our Lord's prediction. Till this historical commentary waa 
given, the matter mnst needs have been allowed to hang in sus- 
pense, after the example of our Lord, and as appears to have been 
actually done by the apostles. It was only when such a com- 
mentary had been given that the ground was laid for imparting 
the new explanations, which are unfolded in the Apocalypse, just 
as of old when the seventy yeam of Jeremiah were on the point 
of expiring, Daniel came forth with his prophecy of the seventy 
weeks of years. 

It is not necessary to do more than set opposite to these strong 
c 2 
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external and internal grounds for the composition of the Apoca- 
lypse under Domitian, a reference to those passages in i t ,  which 
are said imperatively to demand its composition before the de.. 
strnction of Jernsrlern. Ziillig goes farthest in this direction, 
He says in Th. i. p. 137, " The Book bears on it, not in one place, 
but in many, nay in its whole structure, an undeniable proof of 
having been written before the fall of Jerusalem." Others of the - 

same opinion speak in more moderate terms. According to 
Liicke, and those who hive followed him without any particular 
inquiries of their own, ch. xi. bears testimony to the composition 1 
before the fall of Jerusalem, and ch. xvii. 10, 11 determines the 
period to be specially that of the reign of Qalba. Bleek, in his 
Beitriigen, p. 81, thinks that i t  is quite pldn Jerusalem must 
still have been standing Rom ch. xi., and probably also from ch. 
xx. 9, as compared with xxi. 10, ss. But these references can 
only impose upon such as are ignorant of the state which the 
exegesis of the Revelation has now attained. He who takes this 
properly into account, will in the first instance a t  least assume 
for his starting-point the period of Domitian, as that which has 
so many solid grounds to support it, and will consider whether he 
map not .thence gain an insight into the whole by unbiassed and 
earnest inqniry, and especially ma$ find the passages in question 
brought into their true light. The result will then be gained, 
that these passages could not refer to the period before the de- , 

struction of Jerusalem, far leas that they muet be referred to that 
early period. But it is-one of the fundamental defects of the theo- 
logy of the present daysthat criticism is brought into play before 
exegesis has su5lciently done its part, and that the crndest thoughts 
are proclaimed with naive confidence as " the result of the more 
exact and more perfect exegetical investigations, for which the 
age is distinguished ;" whence the path is a t  once taken to the . 
region of criticism, and the most solid arguments both of an ex- 
ternal and internal nature are unscrupulonsly set aside. This is 
certainly not the scientific mode of proceeding, however commonly 
i t  boasts of being so. 



THE 

R E V E L A T I O N  OF S A I N T  J O H N .  

THE CIUPEBSCBIPTION. 

The title in most copies is : Revelation of John the Theologue 
(or the Divine). But this title cannot have been original; i t  
belongs to a pretty late period. Thie is manifest even from the 
fact, that other epithete also occur in the manuscripts. Vera. 
1-3 occupy the place of a title, and i t  is not probable that John 
gave a double title to his book. Nor would John have called 
his book in one breath the Revelation of John and the Revela- 
tion of J w w  Christ. The first name could only be applied to 
the book by a pretty hard and easily misunderstood abbreviation : 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ communicated through John ; 
but the book would more fitly have been denominated : The pro- 
phecy or vision of John. The surname Theologue, which John 
here bears, is founded on a consideration of the distinctive cha- 
racter of hie Gospel, and ie used in reference to a doubt, which 
arose a t  a pretty late period, respecting the composition of the 
Revelation by the apostle and evangelist John. I n  regard to the 
explanation of thie surname expositors differ. But the only right 
one ie that which refere i t  to the character of the Gospel of John 
in relation to the three first gosyele. Having reepect espe- 

I cially to  the character of its commencement as compared with 
that of the other gospels, the ancieuts designated John's Gospel 
as the pre-eminently theological and spiritual one, Tbue Cle- 
mene of Alexandria says in Ewebius, B. VI.  c. 14, with respect 
to a tradition, which he had received from the oldest presbyters : 

Tl~ose gospels, which contain the genealogies, were the first to 
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be published. . . But John, last of all, perceiving that what 
had reference to the body had already in the gospel been srrffi- 
ciently detailed, and being encouraged by his intimate friends 
and moved by the Spirit, he wrote a qSritua2 gospel." Ense- 
bius himself says in B. 111. c. 24 : " John has, therefore, with 
propriety passed by the genealogy of our Lord after the flesh, 
because it had previously been written by Matthew and Luke, 
but commenced with the theology (the doctrine of the divinity), 
which had been reserved for him by the divine Spirit as some- 
thing better."l Thus understood the form of the euperscription 
before us corresponds to the others ; such as : The Revelation 
of John the apostle and evangelist. The two have this in com- 
mon, that they both alike Inark the identity of John the seer and 
John the evangelist. The same view is farther confirmed by the 
fist, that the ecclesiastical writer, with whom John first bears the 
name of the Theologue, Eusebius (in Praep. xi. 18) applies i t  
also to Moses, B. VII. c. 0, and to Paul, B. XI. c. 19. This fact . 

abundantly shows, that the name must have been intended to 
designate John only with respect to the three other evangelists, 
and that it is to be referred neither to the doctrine of the divi- 
nity of the Logos, nor (with Ziillig) to the prophetical inspira- 
tion.8 If  i t  is asked, why should John have been designated thus 
only in the superscription of the Apocalypse, the answer is, be- 
cause it was designed thereby to intimate that this John is no 
other than the evangelist. 

THE PROLOGUE. 

(Ch. i. 1-3.) 

The original title, which a t  the same time serves as an intro- 

1 Cornp. Bwil iw in the Catena in John 1 :  TOO alayyrX~uoC aqp6yparor 6 paya- 
Ao+mudrarm, r a l  d o q r  p i r  h o j r  paaoua, w d q t  81 81auolar sarudrrpa +&y&ipa- 
ror 6 ' I r d r m t  lair ,  O O T ~ S  r a p o ~ p ~ + w .  

8 There ir no proof that the ohurch hihem named John the Theologue with apreial 
nlennae the Apocdppsa. The epithet everywhen refen to the Gospel ; oomp., be. 
aide8 Euwhiua, the pwsage8 quoted by Lamp in hi# Proleg. in Joh. B. I, c.  7, $ 22. 
With the supposition that the ourname of Theolo~ue mfen to the prophetical inrpiration, 
it ill accord8 what the pmbyter Gregory say8 in hi8 l ib  of Gregory of Naaianaen, pduou 
TOGTOU pard rdu a P a y y a X ~ e r ~ u  'ImBuuqu 9aoXdyov d u a + a ~ u n ~ .  But Gregory of Nu. 
Z~YDZCII  wu certsi111y no propher 



duction, and the special object of which is to indicate the great 
importance of the book, runs thus: The revelation of J a m  
Christ, which God gave him to shew to hi8 eervants, what mwrt 
ehortly come lo pa88 ; and he eignified it by hie angel, whom he 
eent, to hiu servant John. 2.  Who has teetifctd of the word of 
God and the Wtimony of Jeaw Chriut, whut he saw. 3.  Blessed 
ie he who r&, dn& they that hear the words of t k  prophecy, 
and keep what ie written therein ; for the time w near.--The 
book is called in ver. 1, The Revelation of Jeuw Christ. The 
word revelation, or disclosing, apocalypsis, which in the New 
Testament is chiefly used by Paul, stands in a near relation to the 
word mystery or secret. Mysteries are the object of revelation, 
and the territory of the latter extends as far as the territory of 
mysteries. See Dan. ii. 19, Ephes. iii. 3, " By revelation he has 
made known to me the secret," ver. 5, 9, Rom, xvi. 25. The con- 
dition of the revelation, accordingly, is the inaccessibility of a 
matter to the ordinary faculties of the mind. For, this is the 
common idea of a mystery. Hence, the sphere of revelationcom- 
prehends also that, which has already been made objectively ma- 
nifest, and has become the ohurch's own, in so far as i t  may be 
communicated to a particular individual. For, the Christian doc- 
trine as  such is super-rational; and of the faith in Christ it con- 
stantly holds, tohat flesh and blood caunot themselves produce and 
exercise it, Matth. xi. 25, ss., xvi. 17, John vi. 44. So we read 
of a revelation in Eyh. i. 17, where Paul designated as a product 
of it the Christian wisdom, which he sought for the Ephesians. 
But colnmonly the word is used to denote the new disclosure of 
truths, which hitherto had lain beyond the reach of the mind. 
Snch can only be found in moments of holy conseonltion, when 
the soul, as the chosen instrument of God, is raised above itself 
and is brought into closest fellowship with God, the source of 
troth. Hence, the reuelQtione in 2 Cor. xii. 1 appear in immediate 
connection with the vieione; and the state in which Paul received 

' the revelations is represented as that of ecstacy, during which he 
was raised to the third heavens, and heard unutterable words. 
So too in Acts x., i t  was in a state of ecstacy, and by vision, that 
S t  Peter received the revelation concerning the reception of tho 
heathen to the blessings of salvst io~ (ver. 10 and 17, comp. also 
Eph. iii. 5,. 
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Revelation here and prophecy, .rrpo+qrela, in ver. 3 (comp. xxii. 
18, 19) correspond with each other, just a s ,  revelation and pro- 
phecy in 1 Cor. xiv. 6.1 The book is the revelation of Jesus 
Christ and the prophecy of John. The object of the revelation 
are the mysteries; its product is the prophecy. No revelation 
without prophecy and inversely. What  viewed in respect to the 
manner of receiving i t  is revelation, the same?, when viewed in 
respect to the manner of i ts  delivery, is prophecy. P a d  says in 
the paasage referred to above, " Now, brethren, if I come to yon 
end speak with tongues, what shall I profit you except I ahall 
speak to you either by revelation or by knowledge, or by prophe- 
sying, or by doctrine?" Here we have a double pair of corres- 
ponding parts;  revelation and prophecy eonst,itute the one, 
knowledge and doctrine. the other. " The speaker attains t o  hie 
knowing either by revelation, by a supernatural communication 
imparted by the Spirit of God, and when he gives utterance t o  
this, he is a prophet. Or i t  may be by learning, meditation, in- 
quiry in a merely human mauner, and with the common help of 
the Holy Spirit ; and then his knowiug is a gnosis, a knowledge, 
and the utterauce of it, in a manner that should now be naturally 
adapted to the mode of receiving it, will be a purely intelligent 
one, working on the understanding." As the condition, in which 
the revelation is received, differs from that in which the know- 
ledge is matured, so the mode of deliverance in the prophet differs 
from that of common teaching. That which has been received 
in ecstacy can only be delivered in an elevated &ate ofmind; that 
is, in so far as the delivery stands immediately connected with the 
receiving, and the receiving has not, as was usually the case with 
Pml, been already wrought into a sort of knowledge. All pro- 
phecy, jut because i t  has revelation for its baais, is closely allied 
to poetry, though i t  does not properly resolve itself into this : 
ita respect to the church, and the understanding of her members, 
prevents i t  iiom doing so. It must not wing its fight higher than 
where these can follow. The speech of the tongue may be de- 
signated the embryo of revelation and of prophecy. Secrets are 

1 In respect to the internal connection of revelation and prophecy, and the limitation 
of tlw former by the latter, the paasage 1 Cor, xiv, 29,30, abould nlao be compared, " I.rt 
the pmyl~ct~  apeak two or dme,  and let Qw others jndg?; if.any thing ba revealrd lo 
pnntl~er that sitteth by, let tho Bmt hoJd his  PIPE." 



the common object of both, but the speech of the tongue doesnot 
rise above a general connection with them, i t  does not reach even 
to the clear knowledge of them, and is hence incapable of coming 
forth to fulfil the office of teaching in the church. 

No solid reason. exists for th6 assertion of Liicke, that the 
word rarelation, besides its general import, has also the special 
meaning of eschatological apocalypsis, or revelation in respect to 
the final development of the kingdom of God and the coming of 
the Lord Jesus. By the word itself nothing is indicaied here as 
to the special object of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. But the 
thing to be supplied is furnished by the circumstances which 
occasioned the revelation. These determine the character of 
every revelation and prophecy. None swims in the air, none is 
entirdy general. The object of the revelation given to the 
prophets is  uniformly such, a .  in the given circumstances was 
adapted for counsel, for warning, or consolation. And if i t  is 
certain, that the starting-point here was the oppression of the 
chnrch by the world-power, the object of thc Revelation of Christ' 
to the apostle can only be, what was fitted for the edification of 
the chnrch under such oircumslances, the preservation of t,he 
church amid the persecutions of the adversary, the destruction of 
the latter, and the final complete triumph OF the chnrch. It is 
a fundamental error in the older expositors, that they did not 
perceive how the object of the Revelation was more exactly de- 
termined by the relations of the time, and that we have here to 
do with a discovery of Jesna Christ, disclosing that after which every 
one then inquired, and the darkness of which lay like an oppres- 
sive nightmare upon all bosom. They proceeded on the ground, 
that the Apocalypse must spread itself over the entire range of 
chnrch history, and comerted i t  into a simple compend of this. 

Revelation, and the prophecy which springs oat of it, are under 
the New Testament closely joined with the apostleship, and belong 
to its prerogatives. Acts x. relates an important revelation granted 
to the apostle Peter. In  regard to the revelations and prophetical 
states of Paul, see 2 Cor. xii., Eph. iii. 3, Gal. i. 12, ii. 2. In  
Eph. iii. 5,6, " Which in other ages was not made known to the 
sons of men, he i t  is now revealed into the holy apostles and pro- 
phets by the Spirit : that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, 
and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
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the gospel," the prophets are personally identical with the 
apostles. For it is  a historic4 verity, that by no other than the 
apostles, namely, Peter and Paul, was the truth in question con- 
veyed to the minds of Christians in the way of supernatural reve- 
lation. Paul says immediately 'before, " Through revelation did 
he make known to me this mystery." Also in Rev. xviii. 20, 
which points back to  Eph. iii. 5, the apostles are not personally 
separate from the prophets, " Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and 
ye holy apostles and prophets, for God hath avenged you on her." 
This is manifest from the circumstance, that history knows no- 
thing of persecutions by the Roman world-power against prophets, 
except against the tlrree among the apostles, Peter, Paul, and 
John. Instead of the apostles and prophets in oh. xviii. 20, we 
have in ch. xi. 18, merely prophets along with the saints; so that 
the apostles are comprehended mder  them. Were i t  otherwise, 
had not prophecy culminated in them in like manner as the 
apostleship, the names of the twelve apostles could not with 
propriety have stood alone on the foundations of the New Jerusa- 
lem, ch. xxi. 1 4  ; elsewhere the prophets are coupled with them 
aa occupying this position. The gift of prophecy is of all the 
highest. New truths could only be communicated through it ,  so 
aa to obtain R place in the conscience of believers, and become 
thereby more widely diffased as knowledge and doctrine. The 
whole position of the apostles must have been changed, if this 
gift had not been conceiitrated in them. According to the mea- 
sure of prophetic g i b  wae the place that the apostles respectively 
occupied ; so that i t  waa not accidental, that precisely the three, 
Peter, Paul, and John, who otherwise were so pre-eminent above 
the rest, were also the most highly distinguished by these gifts. 
Such as possessed no prophetical gifts might indeed have been faith- 
ful witnesses of Christ, but they could not fulfil the other design 
of the apostleship, that of receiving the much that the Lord had 
still to say to them, but which they were not able to bear during 
his personal sojourn on earth, John xvi. 12. For, there ie no 
other organ for the recipiency of new troths, but the prophetical. 
"The comfroter" was also, according to John xvi. 18, etc., to 
make known t,he future to the apoetles. But instruction respect- 
ing the fnture is only received by revelation, and commnnicated to 
others by prophecy. What is written in the Acts of the msni- 
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feshtions of other prophete, serves to oonfirm what we have said 
-see xi. 27, xiii. 1, xv. 32, u i .  10. All there bears a subordi- 
nate character. There is no trace of anything like a communica- 
tion of new and important truths. 

From what has been said, i t  is obvious what we are to make of 
Bleek's assertion (Beitr. p. 191), "When we consider what 
special veight is attached in ch. xxi. 14 to the apostolic dignity, 
i t  becomes the more improbable that the Seer should not hare 
been expressly designated aa such in oh, i. 1, if the anthor really 
belonged to the number of the apostles, or wished to be regarded 
as of that clasa." The author has actually done what is here de- 
s'ired ; he hae in the most emphatic manner described himself as 
an apostle. For, a prophecy of such a marked and important 
character as is contained in this book could only have pro- 
ceeded from the circle of spostle8; nay, more, could only have 
proceeded from one, who among the apostles themselves held 
a leading place. He, who possessed the highest apostolical 
gift in the highest degree, did not need to begin with aesur- 
ing us that he was an  apostle. This was to be understood of 
itself. 

It admite of no doubt that the Revelation of Jesus Christ is the 
revelation which has Jesus Christ for its author, or which was 
communicated by him. This appears from the corresponding 
wtimony of Jesus Christ in ver. 2 ; from a comparison of the 
p m g e s  i. 10, 8s. iv. 1, xix. 10, xxii. 16, where in like manner 
the matter of the Apocalypse is spoken of as derived from Christ ; 
and from the obvious design of the prologue, which manifestly 
intends to indicate the high importance of the book by the cir- 
cumstance of its contente having been derived from God and 
Christ. Entirely analogous is Gal. i. 12, " For, I have not re- 
ceived it of man, nor was I taught i t  but by the Reve2ation of 
Jeaua Chriet." Of course, the fact of the contents of this book 
being derived from the Revelation of Jesus Christ does not'exclude 
a manifold human preparation, but rather demands i t  : especially 
a xealous investigation and study of Scripture, a profound reflec- 
tion on the divine purposes, and an energetic and earnest desire 
to penetrate the divine secrete. Still, the remark of Bengel is 
perfectly just : " What the apostles and evangelists have written 
elsewhere they brought forth under the good hand of God from 
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that treasury of wisdom and knowledge which they had constantly 
beside them. For that, however, which John has written in this 
book, he must have been quite specially fhmished. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is himself the author, John only holds the pen. 
Hence we may understand the peculiar distinction which belongs 
to this book, and on account of which i t  ought to be held espe- 
cially precious. This consideration also explains how, while 
John has so many endearing epithets in his epistles, " my little 
children," " my brethren," " beloved," none whatever are to be 
met with in the whole of this book. He writes here not a .  of 
himself, but in the name of Jesus Christ.-Of what appeara in 
Revelation much certainly is to be found alao in the old proyhe- 
cies, to which reference is expressly made in ch. r. 7, but by no 
means the whole. For how otherwise could i t  be said that God 
had given the revelation to Jesus Christ ? But in no part does 
the Revelation come into conflict with'the Scriptures which were 
formerly given by God ; it rather gives a summary representation 
of all that in ancient prophecy still remained to be fulfilled after 
the times of Christ and the apostles." Another remark of Ben- 
gel we cannot so fully accord with : '' The Old Testament dispen- 
sation was the time of promise, and hence there are eo many 
prophetical books among the Old Testament Scriptures. The 
New Testament dispensation is the time of fulfilment, though not 
without intimations of what belongs to a still coming future ; and 
therefore the greater number of books in New Testament sorip- 
ture are books of history and doctrine-one only avowedly pro- 
phetical, and that in the full, clear, elevated style which befits 
the new dispensation." This statement is gronndedon the erro- 
neous assumption, that the only design of prophecy was to dis- 
close the future. It would be more correct to say that, under the 
New Testament, Christ has appeared as the way, the tmth, and 
the life. The main source of higher and clearer views was thus 
a t  once laid open to the church, so that knowledge and doctrinal 
instruction canle to occupy the foreground. Prophecy was re- 
quired only for the new things that still remained to be de- 
vcloped. 

IVh'hich God gave to him. Revelation is properly the act of 
communication ; comp. Gal. i. 12. Here, however, i t  also in- 
cludes its object, that which is disclosed, and to this refers the 
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which. I t  is one of the pervading characteristics of John's Gos- 
pel, that in reference to Christ i t  "constantly alternates between 
a respect to the position of dependance and the position of sub- 
stantial identity" (Koestlin Lehrbegr. des John, p. 101), con- 

* stantly makes statements which imply, that the Son has every 
thing that the Father has, and yet has nothing but what he has 
of the Father. In  this characteristic the Revelation stands in 
the closest aftinity with the Gospel. In particnlar, two passages 
of the Gospel shonld be compared with the one before us. The 
first is ch. xii. 48, 49, " He that rejecteth me and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him : the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have 
not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me 
a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak." 
This passage so far also coincides with ours, that i t  ascribes the 
origin of Christ's word to God, in order to impress the idea of its 
importance, and of the awful guilt of rejecting it. Then oh. xvi. 
14, IS, " All that the Father hath is mine. Therefore, said I, 
he will take of mine and shew i t  unto you." He had said just 
before, " He will shew you things to come " A s  in the preceding 
passage what Christ had spoken upon earth was ascribed to God, ao 
here is the w e  done in respect to what, after his departure, was 
communicated through the Spirit to his apostles.-Therefore, 
every one who approaches this book has to do with the Most 
High God ; and the warning is virtualjy sounded a t  the outset : 
Take off thy shoe, for the place is holy ground. A book which 
has the Almighty for its original author, must be frightful in its 
threatenings, and in its promises the object of unlimited confi- 
dence. He whom i t  assures of salvation may well rejoice in hope 
even in the midst of tribulation. For God is not a man, that he 
ehould lie, nor the son of man that he should repent ; m d  for him 
nothing is impossible. 
To shew to h b  servants. The word shewing is never used in 

the signification of making known, but always in that either of 
causing to see, or of proving.' A s  the latter is not suitable here, 

' 
1 In Yatth. xvi. 21, h w h u  is not, to giva to know, bnt to prove, to make mmihst 

from the declarations of the Old Testament. The #abject baa respect, not to the hat 
bur M the necersity for the fact, " Fmm that time forth Jeau, began to shew to his dl8- 
c iplr  how that he must RV into Jerunalem, and snffer many things of the tldrrs, aud 
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we mnst adhere to the former. That the shewing refers to the 
presentation of the things communicated to the internal vieion, is 
clear from the other passages in the book in which the verb oc- 
curs ; i t  is the word specially appropriated in a manner to this 
act, comp. iv. 1, xvii. 1, xxii. 1, 6, 8. To the shewing, on the 
part of God, corresponde the seeing, on the part of the prophet ;' 
comp. Qen. xli. 22, " And I saw in the dream, and behold seven 
ears."-If the import of the shewing is thus rightly determined, 
by the eemanfo of God we can only understand the prophets, for 
to them alone belongs the eeeing. By the current interpretation, 
i t  is believers generally that are meant by these servanta, who are 
nndoubtedly so called in ch. ii. 20, vii. 3, xxii. 3. But, for nn- 
deratanding the expression here of the prophets, who are also in 
the Old Testament often named by way of emiuence God's ser- 
vants (Jer. vii. 25, xxvi. 5 ; Dan. ix. 6 ; Am. iii. 7 ; 2 Kings 
xvii. 13, 23), for understanding it of them as the persons, 
who had not merely for themselves to execute the will of 
God, but to serve him in hie kingdom, and so filled in this 
respect the highest place," there are other considerations be- 
sides those just mentioned. Firat, the connection. The Seer 
descends from God to those who read and hear the book. With 
these latter he first begins a t  ver. 3 ; and the chain would 
be broken if here he already speaks of believers generally. 
Then there is the confirmation yielded by ch. xis. 10, " I am thy 
fellow-servant and of thy'brethren, who have the testimony of 
Jesus ;" and ch. xxii. 9, " I  am thy fellow-servant and of thy 
brethren the prophets." The comparison of these passages leaves 
no doubt, that the servants are here also the species of prophets ; 
John, the servant of God, the individual, who represents the 
species. Equally decisive is ch. xxii. 6, " And the Lord God of 
the spirits of the prophets sent his angel to shew unto his ser- 
vants the things which mnst shortly, come to pass." By the 

chief prienta, and ~ r i b e s ,  and be killed, and he d a d  the ihird dar," comp. a v i .  M, 
Luke x x ~ v .  44-46. 

1 Comp. the -at-n in Am. rii. 1 (LXX., o U ~ m r  l h E I  pot ~ O p ~ o r  6 Otdo), iv. 7, Jer. 
xxiv. 1, " And the Lord mule me ace, and behold two banketa of Bda ;" LXX., O d u E l  pot 
uGp~oo dbo uoAa'Oour odxror; Mich.: idem cst ac si diceret: monstnvit mihi dominar in 
viainne dnoa, etc., Ez. XI. 4. 

2 Comp. John xv. 20, Matth. xxiv. 45, ra, xxv. 14, as., cmd os the diriinotion between 
aervanb of God in a general, and in r more specid sense, see Keil o n  Joshua, p. 9. 
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servants of God here can only be understood the prophets, who 
are represented in John. For, the sending of the angel appears 
aa the indication of the fact, that the Lord is the God of the 
spirits of the prophets. And the expression to shew, points back 
to ah. xvii. 1, xxi. 9, xxii. 1, where the angel showa to John the 
Seer ; comp. also xxii. 8, " And I fell down to worship before the 
feet of the angel who shewed me these things." Finally, the ex- 
pression to ehew is again resumed by the subsequent words : he 
has signified it. 

That  muet shortly come to pa88. The fulfilment of what is 
announced in the Revelation is here placed in the immediate 
future. So also in other passages. According to ver. 3, and 
ch. xxii. 10, the time is near. " I come quickly," says the Lord 
in xxii. 7, 32, 20, iii. 11, ii. 5, 16. These declarations are op- 
posed to the view of those who wonld convert the entire book 
into a history of the time of the end, and confirms the view, which 
treats i t  as our companion through the whole course of history. 
Neit,her do those do i t  justice who remark with Bengel, " therefore 
did the fulfilment begin immediately after the date of the book." 
Not merely was the beginning in general ascribed to the imme- 
diate future, but such a beginning as was to be the beginning of 
the end. There is here a touchstone for the exposition of the 
book, before which that of Bengel and the old Protestant one 
cannot stand. For  there the main burden of the book refers to 
relations, of which no notion could a,s yet be formed. "The 
keeper of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps," " I am with you 
always to the end of the world,"-of these truths, the-" shortly 
coming to pass," and the " I come quickly" of this book, are the 
necessary consequence. The boundless energy of the divine na- 
ture admits here of no delay. There is nothing of quiescence or 
indolent repose in God. His appearing often to linger is merely 
on account of our shortsightedness. He is secretly working for 
~alvation and destruction, when he seems to ns, perhaps, to be 
standing aloof; m d  only when by the execution of his judgment 
we are called to enter into his salvation, do we learn conseqaen- 
tially what is meant by the " shortly." A t  every period, when 
the book acquires new significance by Satan stirring up new 
wars against Christ and his church, the " shortly," and " I come 
quickly," also spring again into new life. Where the carcase is, 



there the eagles are constantly gathered together ; and where the 
distress is the greatest, there the help is also nearest. God be 
praised that we are never pointed to the far-dietant future ; bnt 
that the retributive justice of God against sin, and hie pity and 
compassion toward the wretched, tread closely on each other'a 
heels. 

It is nothing but a shift to say, as numbers do here, that the 
measure of time we are to think of is not the human, but the 
divine, with which a thoueand years are as one day (Pa. xc. 4, 
2 Pet. iii. 8). The remarks made respecting this in my Chris- 
tology on Hos. ii. 6, " Yet once i t  is a little while, end I shake 
the heavens and the earth, and the sea and the dry land," are 
equally applicable here : " Whoever speaks to men, must speak 
according to the human mode of viewing thinge, or give notice if 
he does otherwise. I t  is for the purpose of consoling us, that the 
prophet declares the shortness of the time. But for such a pnr- 
pose, that only was suitable which might appear short in the eyes 
of men. Only in mockery or by deception could the prophet have 
substituted that, which was short in the reckoning of God." We 
have there shewn, that the shaking spoken of began to take efFect 
in the immediate future. The axe was already laid to the root 
of the Persian kingdom (as in the time of John to that of the 
Roman), and its eubsequent visible fall was only the manifesta- 
tion of a much earlier latent one. De Rette'e remark, that the 
ahortneas must not be taken too stringently, that i t  was used to 
encourage the sufering and warn the impenitent, represents the 
Seer's God and the Lord himself, who in Luke xviii. 8 likewise 
promises a speedy deliverance to his faithful people, as acting 
like the worthless physician who feeds his patients with false 
hopes. That Luke xviii. 7 can only be quoted in support of such 
a view on a wrong interpretation, is manifest. And in refi~ta- 
tion of it, as also against the notion of its being the divine mea- 
surement of time that is to be understood, there is the circnm- 
stance that in the fundamental passage, Ezekiel xii., to which 
the expression in ver. 3, " the time is near," refers, the declara- 
tion, " the days are near," in ver. 23, corresponds to in your 
days, ye rebellious kouee, will I do it," in ver. 25.' On the 

1 The 4rrcix11, it appears, was felt to be difacult so  early sm the time of Dionyaiua o f  
Alexandria. For, that in Ewebius, vii. 16, lie ahould Lave omitted a d l i  yrulaOar, can 
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" what must shortly come to pass," comp. iv. 1, xxii 6. The 
best commentary is to be found in Isa. xiv. 27, " For the Lord 
of Hosts hath purposed it, who will disannul i t  1 and his hand ia 
stretched out,-who will turn i t  back?" So also the muet in 
Matth. xxiv. 6 is to be understood of the neceesity, which has its 
foundation in the divine purpose. On the other hand, in Matth. 
xxvi. 54, the necessity rests primarily on the prophecies : it, mnet 
fall out eo, because i t  has been so predicted. But the propheciee 
are of weight only in so far ae they manifest the divine purpose, 
so that the matter still returns back to this. Here a reference 
to the prophecies, as the more remote one, would hare been more 
definitely harked. 

And he dpi&d (it) by hi8 angel, whom he eent, to hh 8- 

vant dohn. We must not explain in this manner : he signified 
it, the revelation ; but rather : he signified it, vie., what must 
shoitly come to pas .  For the expression, 'I he signified," w- 
sums the former, " to show" again. The Revelation is given to 
Jesus Christ by God, that he may show to his servants what must 
shortly be done, and he has accordingly signified i t  to his servant 
John.1 Instead of: by his angel, whom he sent, several explain 
improperly : in that he sent a message by his angel? It is said 

-11 have h e n  midental, but wan done for the purpoee of conneding the I r  d p r  
with driEar. Thin way of dealing with the rubjeot w u  quits woordaut with the whole 
character of the man, who in him artful way would w t  aside L a t  whioh wan not a p e a b l e  
to his own Bdinga. 

1 The m~palwrru ocoan rlro in three panraga of John'r Qorpel, md , .u  here, of the 
dmcovwy of future thingo, xii. 88, xviii. 82, d. 10. I t  in found berider on1 y in L e  Actn 
xi '8, xxv. ZI. I t  means rimplp ta rignlfy, or inform of, and oomrponda to rmn iu 
Ex. xviii 90, and to nm in Erth. ii. 22. The exposition of Bengel : "The Lord h u  
indicated to you things, through vuioue muka and imaged, whioh rhdl  L nndenLood 
when they have been fully conaidered, and when one har been compared with another," 
ir without an y mpport from the usage. Acts xxv. 27 in against it. That the word in 
New Testament Scripture in u r d  predominantly of the annonnment  beforehand of 
future thing8, i8 to be explained h m  thir, that i t  belong to the higher and mom ele. 
rated style; on which account it in dm found qhiefly among the Poem in oluriad 
Orwt Btill more objectionable in the randsling of Ziillig : and whioh be m d u  to bs 
undemiood. The wonl doer not ku thin manning, nnr would it k enitable hem. The 
mgcl mwt  be a memher of the ohdn, which begins with God, and endr with the heuar, 
and it ir not L e  explan.tioq but oulp the communioation through the mgel, whioh 
come8 into notice. 

9 There pemonr refer to some pmngea of the Old Tert.tuent, in which a h  rsrba of 
wnding the wunat iw,  the marage, ie to be mpplied ; Ex. ri. 18, '' Send by w11- hand 
thou wilt rend ;" 1 K i n g  ii. Pb. 1 Sam. mi. 90. But in the New Testament droorlA- 
A u r  i r  never 80 ueed, and d ~ m r v  on1 y in a more than doubtful reading of Lmhmmn'r 
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here, as also a t  the close in ch. xxii. 6-16, that Christ through 
the mediation of his angel communicated to his servant John the 
knowledge of the fature. We might with propriety explain : 
through his angel, to whom he committed this business ; so that 
the expresmon : by his angel, would virtually be the eame as : 
by one of his angels. But as in the Old Teetament, and especi- 
ally in those prophets, with whom John has the closest affinity, a 
particular angel is brought into notice, who stands beside the 
angel of the Lord as the meditating agent of his revelations, we 
are naturally led to think of such being understood here. Even 
so early as a t  Ex,  xxxii. 34 we find along with the highest repealer 
of God, the angel of the Lord or the Logos, an angel placed in a 
subordinate relation to him ae his inseparable attendsnt. I n  
Daniel the angel of the Lord appears under the symbolical name 
of Michael. But as he commonly manifests himself in orerwhelm- 
ing majesty, the angel Gabriel acte as mediator between him and 
the prophet, comp. viii. 16, ix. 21. In Zechariah " the angel 
who speaks with him" is a standing figure. It is this angelic 
minister who conduots him from the common state to one of ec- 
stacy, awakens in him the spiritual sense to apprehend what was 
presented in the vision, and explains i t  to him, eo as to  enable 
him to break through the shell into the kernel. It is remarkable 
that while here in the Prologue the agency of the angel in the bu- 
sineee of the revelation is set forth in a quite general way, nothing 
is said in regard to the manner in which his agency more parti- 
cularly dieplayed itself till we come to the two last groups, the 
vieion of the judgment on the three enemies of God'e kingdom, 
where he is introduced a t  the very commencement (ch. xvii. 1, 
comp. v. 7-16, xix. 9), and the vision .of the New Jernealem. 
There are two wags in which this diflculty may be solved. Several 
suppose that the main subject of the book is concentrated in the 

tcut in MaUh. xi. !2, d & a t  d d  T&V +aecl~&u ahoii, f. d h  r & u  p d t ) r G r  a3~09. 
More to the purpow is tlw rpplication of mother and moreoommon Old Teetunant asap,  
the omiuion of the person after verb of rcnding. Comp. for example @en. 4 . 4  : 
"And Jwob wnt and odled Leah;" xl i  8 : a And he eent and called the Cbutummin of 
Em(, Pad d r o w ~ A a i  4rdAaoa w h a t  soh I h ~ d r  ' A c y k r o u  ; Jos. ii. 8; 1 Sun. 
iv. 4 ; Job i. 15. Wirh &roolrlAat of the New T a w e n t ,  where it ia joined to a verb, 
the wuertive of tbe pereon ir rlwrya @ be supplied, comp. Mattl~. i i .  16 ; M u k  ri. 17 ; 
Acu vii. 14, The nalj differtnot in n g u d  to our paurge in, that hem the &roo- 
~11Aai Lllorn; but this uisw from the ioipaua muming the d~ica~, md hence pro- 
p r l j  opning the wnteucr. 
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two lastgroupe, to which the others served only M preparatory 
ridons, and that the mediation of the angel is here ascribed to the 
whole from being so specially connected with the moet important 
part. One might also conceive that the prologue was added by 
John after he had finished the whole, while the action of the angel 
was still fresh in his mind. But we can hardly feel satisfied with 
this, as the angel even a t  first seems to form a nedessary link in 
the chain ; and we may rather suppose that the agency which 
belongs to the angel throughout the whole was employed so as in 
the first instance to raise John *om the common to an ecstatic 
condition, and then a t  ch. xvii. to pat forth another and more 
special operation. If the spiritual sense in John was firat opened 

' 

by the angel and kept awake, then he was the mediating agent 
of the message for him. A revelation is of no use for one whom 
mind is not prepared to receive i t  ; the indispensable condition is, 
that the seer be in the Spirit, i. 10, iv, 2. It is in favour of this 
wppoeition that the mediating angel in the two propheta, whom 
John more eepeoially followed, Daniel and Zechariah, is a pervad- 
ing one, and that a leading characteristic intimation in each of 
them ie their announcing, that i t  was thua they were raised into 

. the ecstatic condition. In  Dan. x. 1 6  Gabriel touches Daniel's 
l i p ,  and thereby inspires him with the powere of a higher life, 
comp. ver. 10, viii. 17. On Zech. i. 9 1 have already remarked in 
my Chrietology, " th8t the words, I will make you 666 what 
the86 are, refer to the opening of the spiritual eye and ear of 
the prophet. Only when this had been done by the angelus 
interpres, could the prophet apprehend the declaration of the an- 
gel of the Lord, and the report of the ministering angels." On ch. 
iv. 1, where the angel is spoken of as awaking the prophet, like a 
man oat of sleep, i t  was also said, " Between this vision and the 
preceding one r e  must sappoee a pause to have taken place. The 
angel had withdrawn for a little ffom the prophet, and the latter 
had returned from his ecstacy into the state of common life. The 
eommon and the ecstatic condition stand related to e p h  other ss 
sleeping and being awake." It is not as an apostle that John 
is named here the servant of Christ, but as a prophet. This is 
evident from the relation in which " to his servant John" stands 
here to the preceding expression " to hie servants." We are cer- 
tainly, however, conducted indirectly to the apostleship ; since re-. 

d 2  
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relations of such high importance as those contained he-, were 
not, se formerly stated, given beyond the limita of the apostle- 
ship, and could not have been given without shaking the found* 

, tion of the apostolic dignity. Then, only such a person aa John 
could be meant, se one whom all would naturally think of, and 
who held a pre.eminent place in the churches, for which the book 
wse primarily intended. Otherwise the special designation, which 
is always designed in the prophetic writings to convey through the 
authority of the instrnment a pledge for the trnth of the contente, 
wonld have failed of ite object. And history knows of no other 
but the apostle John.-In his Gospel John has only in a gentle 
way indicated his name by describing himself, with reference to 
the import of his name (John, he to whom the Lord is gracious) 
as t.he dieoiple whom Jesus loved. But here he give8 his name 
expressly. We find the eame difference in the Old Testament 
deo between the historical and the prophetical writings of the 
prophets. The history had ita security in the joint. knowledge of 
aontemporaries ; but in prophecy personality is of the greatest 
moment, and the anonymous is excluded. Nameless prophecies 
have no place in Old Testament Scriptnre. 

In ver. 2, '' Who has teatified of the word of God and the tes- 
timony of Jesna Christ, what he saw," there is the same tendency 
apparent aa in ver. 1, to render manifest the high importance of 
the book, and signalize i t  as deriving ita matter through Christ 
fram the Supreme God. Hence everything of an independent 
nat.ure in ttie author is thrown into the shade, and he presents 
himself throughout aa merely, occupying the place of a servant, 
who faithfully announces his master's charges. John does not 
speak from himself; he merely testifies of the word of God, as i t  
had been certified to him through the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore in the threatenings, promiees, and exhortations of the 
book we are not to look a t  the pereon of the writer, but constantly 
to remember, that i t  is the Most High God who speaks here. The 
blessedness pronouoced in ver. 3 on those who read and hear, t hw  
becomes moat appropriate. The expression: who has teetiled, 
not : who testifies, which has given rise to much misunderstand- 
ing, waa firat placed by Bengel in its true light : " It is the man- 
ner of the ancienta in their books and writings, that they oRen 
frame their words not in respeot to the time when they wrote, but 
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to that when their writing8 s h d d  be read. " I Panl write i t  with 
my hand," might have been said a t  Philem. ver. 19, when Panl 
wrote a t  Rome ; but as Philemon wae to read the epistle in Asia, 
he put instead : ' I  I have written it" (cornp. also Rom. xvi. 22). 
In like manner when John wrob in Patmos, i t  might have beea 
mid, he teatitles ; but in respect to the book being read in Asia, 
he preferred aaying, he has testified. And in ver. 3 i t  ie not 
mid, what is written, but what hae beep written." Compare also 
what hse been remarked at ver. 9 on the expreesion, 'I I was 

. on the isle Patmoa." 
By the word of God and the teatimony of Jeau, Christ ie 

never of itself denoted the prophetic communication. Here i t  ie 
wed of this only on account of the connection with what precedes, 
though without implying anything as to its general import, and 
in reference to the earlier and different record borne to the teeti- 
Bony of Jeans Christ in the Gospel and Epistlee of John. (See 
the Introduction p. 17.) Bengel remarks : " In thia book the 
things that concern God and the things that concern JesnsChriet, 
u e  often conjoined together. Immediately before i t  was said, 
God had given the revelation to Jesua Christ, and now John 
beare record to the word of God, and along with that to the 
teetimony of Jesus Christ." In this connection, then, the tes- 
timony of Jesns Christ can only be the testimony which Jeens 
Chriet delivers. For thus only could the object be gained, 
of tracing up to the Most High God the subjectmatter of 
the book. Jeane Chriet gives testimony to the word of God, 
and John again gives testimony to the word of Chriat, and so 
far to the word of God. To the mme result we are aleo led 
by the connection of the testimony of Jeaus Christ with the 
word of God. Ae the word of God ie the word which God 
utters, so the testimony of Jesne Christ mnst be the testimony 
which Jeans Chriet delivere, Beeidee, more carefhl inveetigation 
ahem that the teetimony of Jeaue, who in ver. 5 is called the 
hithfhl witness, and who manifests himself near the cloee, at oh. 
xxii. 20, as the person who attasts the contents of the book, is 
uniformly in this book, not the testimony of J e w ,  bat the testi- 
mony which Jesw delivers. It has thia meaning aleo where the 
Wtimony of Jesua etands alone, and ie not conpled with the word 
of God ; comp. ch. xii. 17. In  the Gwpel of Jvhn, likewise, ch, 
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iii. 32, 38, the testimony of Jesua Christ is the testimony whieh 
he delivers. The tcetifying, moreover, is a word of which John is 
particularly fond, and is of frequent occurrence in all his wntinge. 
Christ t e e t i '  of what he has heard and seen, and so also do birr 
disciples. John xv. 27 is in perfect unison with the "who has 
testified" in the passage before us. 

The words : what (comp. the &a in John xxi. 25) he saw, 
determine more precisely the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. They shew that the subject here is of those higher 
communications which were received in vision by the internal eye. 
Seeing is used thus of the prophetic vision in an entire series of 
passages of this book, for example, i.  11, 12, 17, 19, 20, v. 1. 
By the expression : what he saw, the feeling of hi own mind, 
the intermingling play of a luxuriant fmcy, is quite excluded. 
" Inasmuch as ' he am,' '' says Bengel, " we have the strongest 
aaeurance of the divine origin of this book. To see and to tea- 
tify bear reference one to mother. The matters snocessirely 
presented to him were partly seen and partly heard. But to see is 
the more excellent. Hence, the prophets were anciently called 
seers, and this book itself hae the name of a revelation." Till 
Bengel's time i t  was customary to refer the verse before us to the 
composition of the Gospel by John. But Bengel deprived this 
interpretation of its only support by the proper explanation of 
the words : " who has testi0ed," and understood the verse of the 
apostle's " obedience, diligence, and faithhlness in describing 
this revelation." It is a matter of surprise that the reference to 
the Gospel should still have found its defenders in the present 
century. One does not see for what purpose John oodd here 
refer to his Gospel. The idat,ion in which he stood to those to 
whom the book w a s  more immediat,ely sent, leaves no room to 
doubt that he wished to make himself known,' and so as that he 
might be distinguished from others of the same name. Hi 0rst 
readere and hearers must hare known what i t  was they were 
directed to. But if John had really pointed to the Qospel, he 
would certainly have expressed himself more plainly. He wodd 
in that cane assuredly not have omitted, " also formerly." But 
the reference to the b p e l  is absolutely excluded by the phme,  
" what he saw." This does not serve, according to the supposi- 
tion in question, as an explanatory clause added to the " word 6f 
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God and the testimony of Jesus Christ." This latter must refer 
to the words of Christ, and the other, " what he saw," to his 
deeds. An a d  would then have been indispensable, coupling 
the two together.' As an additional explanatory clause, the 
words " what he saw" are only such discourses as have been seen 
or rece3ved in vision. Then there is the circnmstance to which 
Hofmann kae drawn attention, that the explanation would set 
aside a link in the chain that cannot easily be dispensed with. 
A t  the close of ver. I, the word of God is 0rst represented aa 
coming into eontact with John. But we expect, before a trsnsi- 
tion is made to the hearere and readers, to have some account of 
his own agency in reference to the matter. " What Jesus had 
shewn to John must be written down and published, before any 
one can read what the prophet saw." In flue, the reference to 
the Gospel would destroy the unity of the prologue, interrupt its 
regular progression, and rob ver. 3 of ita foundation, for which i t  
would need to look back to ver. 1. 

The third verse pronounces him bleseed, " who reads, and thom 
who hear the words of the prophecy, and keep what is written 
therein." Bleesed, i t  is eaid in xxii. 14, are they who keep his 
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
.enter in by the gates into the city. Blessed, according to ch, xix. 
9, are those who are called to the mamage-supper of the Lamb. 
Bleesed,'it is once more said, ch. u. 6, and holy is he who haa 
part in the first reenrrection. Accordingly, the benediotion here 
refers mainly to what is to be found in another state of being, to 
the participation 0rst in the bliss of heaven, and afterwards in 
the kingdom of glory upon earth. Still, we mnst not limit i t  to 
these. In  this book also another recompense of 0delity is oRen 
discoursed of, which mnst not be excluded here, since the word 
employed is comprehensive of all the good, which is obtained ae 
the reward of fidelity-the secret and wonderful preeervation of 
true believere kom the plagues which fall upon the world ; ch. 
vji. 1-8, iii. 10. In the conclusion, which corresponds to the 
beginning here, ch. xxii. 18, 19, a twofold threatening is held out 
against t.hose wbo, after the original passages in Deut. iv. 2, xii. 
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32, add to or take away *om the book with the view of getting 
rid of the obligations of duty, vie. a participation in the plagues, 
which are deecnbed in the book ; and exclusion from the tree of 
life and the holy city. The contrast in regard to those who keep 
what is written, requires that the blessing pronounced on them 
should also have a double reference-preservation in the midst of 
plagues and eternal b1essednese.-The description, " He who 
reade and they who hear," points, as the distinction of the sin- 
gular and the plural shews, not to the two classes of such as ceuld, 
and such as could not read, but the reading meant ie like that 
mentioned in Luke iv. 16, the reading aloud in churches ; so that 
the meaning is, he who reads in public and they who hear what 
is read. In  oh. xxii. 17, 18, i t  is implied that hearing is the 
usual way of coming to the knowledge of the book.-The book 
contains a word of prophecy ; whence we conclude that i t  is not 
made up of mere citations from the Old Testament. These are 
suitably found in calm argumentative discourees, but not in such 
as are of a divinely raised and excikd character, which carry 
their own guarantee along with them. In  the latter the refer- 
ences to the earlier portions of God's word must be of a more de- 
licate nature, by allusion merely, or immediate appropriation.' 
Such also is the relation of the prophecies of the Old Testament 
to the books of Moses ; all pervaded and saturated with refer- 
ences to them, but without any formal citations. The expression 
of lcesping the word, the command, the faith, eto. (in contrast to 
the thoughtless forgetting of i t  in James i. 25), is one much liked 
by the feithful and comervative John; comp. iii. 8, xiv. 12. That 
the keeping is the thing principally in view, to which the blessing 
belonge, and that the reading and hearing is only the preliminary 
condition tothis, is clear from ch. xxii. 7, where the keeping alone is 
mentioned, " Blessed is he who keeps the wordn of the prophecy of 
this book." The person who has got to the close of the book has 
already fulfilled the condition. Comp. Rom. ii. 13, Jse. i .  22,23, 

1 Bengel : " Prophecim certify them8elvm by their own, and eo by divin; aulbority, 
in particular the Apoodgpe, which therefore doer not mentlon. the ancient prophecier, 
exocpt in tbe elomp, and that only once, oh. I. 7. In other boob of the New TwIunent, 
ancient pmphecisr are quoted. for l e  purpore of shewing their ful5lmel~t; but not ao in 
the Apoadpe, Hence, while Sumnbusius could produce rxrmpler of quoutiona from 
the Old Te8tnment in each of the evmgelieta, the Acu of the Apostles, and the epiruea, 
he hd none to produce rtom the Apoodypre." 



25. That every tbing is placed in the keeping points to the 
practical chuaater, which continually attaches to Scripture pro- 
phecy, never being intended to eerve for the gratifioation of a fri- 
voloaa and prying curiosity, but always for promoting the divine 
life. The true prophet is a aounaeller, comp. Numb. xxiv. 14 
(where see my Balmm), Ise. xli. 28. Bengel : " According to 
the diversity of the things, which are written in it, to the keep- 
ing belongs repeptance, faith, patience, obedience, prayer, watch- 
ing, stedfaatness." The baring and reading of the book, how- 
ever, thongh only aa oollditional to the keeping, muat be held to 
be a matter of high importance, especially for the times, in which 
there is a return of the oirculnstances that c d e d  i t  forth. "But 
whence comes it," ~ o y s  Bengel, " that the book now-a-days is so 
seldom read in the churches l Throughout the whole ecclemas- 
tical year we have not a eingle Sunday or festival day, for which 
a text has been chosen out of Bevelation. A wise householder 
will consider how he may in some other way compensate for this 
omission." The words,jor the time w near, provide a reason for 
the call to keep, iodireotly contained in the preceding ; the time 
of the fulfilment is near, and consequently the time for rewarding 
the faithful and punishing the slothful ; comp. 1 Pet iv. 7, " But 
the end of all things is a t  hand, be ye therefore sober and watch 
unto prayer," etc., Luke xxi. 34, Rom. xiii. 11. 

THE SEVEN EPISTLE8. 

(Ch i. 4-iii. 22.) 

Here we have first the salutation, ver. 4-6. Accordingto the 
common view this does not belong to the series of epistles merely, 
bat to the whole book. So Bengel : " The inscription of this 
book is in ver. 4-6, which gives to the whole book the na- 
ture of an epistle, with which also the conelmion agrees." 
But the following reason decides against this view. Both on the 
one side and the other of ch. i. 4-6, and oh. xxii., we find our- 
selves on the wide temtory of the whole Christian church. Ch. 
i. 3 pronounces all without distinction blessed, who hear the book 
read and keep what ie written in it. The conclusion is just as 
general as the beginning. According to oh. xxii. 6, God bad 
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sent his angel to show to his servants what must shortly come to 
pass. In  ver. 7 a11 are called blessed who keep the words of the 
prophecy of this book.  he book cloees in ver. 21 with the 
words: The grace of Jesus Christ be with all eainta. In the 
middle portion also we everywhere meet with the entire body of 
the chnrch, and not the slightest trice occurs of a special respect 
to the seven churches of Asia. In ch. vii. i t  is not the elect in 
Ephesns and the other Asiatic churches, but the, servanta of God 
a t  large, who are sealed. The twelve tribes of the children of 
Israel, and the 144,000 sealed onee, obviously represent the whole 
church. So likewise do the multitudes, whom no one could num- 
ber, of every people, and tribe, and nation, and tongue, in ver. 9. 
In  ch. xi. 1, tbe tample of God is a symbol of the church in ita mili- 
tant, as the New Jerusalem is of the same in ita triumphant state. 
The sure result from these particulars is, that the inecription doat 
not belong to the book in gencra2, but exctwively to the eerie 
of the eeven epistke. Had i t  been otherwise, there could not 
have failed to be some reference to them in the title and prologue 
of the book, as dso in the portions subsequent to ch. iii. It is 
only the conclusionof the whole, indeed,which resembles an epistle, 
that gives any countenance to the supposition, that the inscription 
and the epistolary character extend to the entire contenta. But 
the words: with ell the saints, not with you all (as in Paul's 
epistles), shews that here we have only an imitation of the con- 
clusion of an epistle. How certain it is, that the seven churches 
in Asia were representative in their different states of the church 
in general, i t  cannot be less certain, that what is written in the 
epistles is only primarily addressed to them. This is clear fkom 
the circumstance, that i t  has not the form of an accompaniment 
to the book, but is an integral part of the bookitself, a book that 
is destined to the nee of all God'e servanta. The special reason 
for the individualizing here is to be found in the subject-matter. 
The relation of this first series to the six following ones is gene- 
rally t.his, that in the one is unfolded in detail the call, " Repent," 
"Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
high-way for our God," and in the other, " The glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed" " The kingdom of heaven is a t  hand." 
When great manifestations of the Lord for the deliverance of his 
church, and for the execution of jndgmeut on the world, are ready 

3 



to appear, there comea a t  the same time an wgent call on the 
Lord's people t ~ ' ~ r e ~ a r e  themeelves aright for such manifestations, 
by purging out fkom among them the worldly elemante, and hav- 
ing all in readineee for the Lord's work. Throughout the whole 
of this first series, the predominating element is the hortatory, or 
the preeeing of euch practical exhortatione ae fitly arose out of 
the near approach of the Lord. But in order that this might be 
effectively done, i t  must neceesarily go into the epecid circum- 
stances of the churches. The mare pointed and particular i t  wae, 
the more Mly would i t  reach the general aim. The ample variety 
of the drcumetancea and the foundation of the general applics- 
bility of what was mitten, wae indicated by the sevenfold num- 
ber of the churchee to which the epiatlee were addrewed. But if 
t h u  a special reference becomes neceesary in a part of the book to 
the churchee of Aeia, none could be more suitable than that 
actually chosen. The example of Paul already pointed in that 
direction, and i t  wae due from John to hie diocese as a compenss- 
tion for his personal absence. 

Ver. 4. John to the seven chwphea in A&. Grace be to you 
and pace P o m  Him, who w, and who wau, and who comea ; 
and from the eeven s p i r i t 4  who are  before hie throne. 6. 
And from Jsau, Chvbt, who b fie faithful witneus, the @st 
born of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the dcrrth. To 
Him that loved w, and w a u M  w from our sine by hie blood ; 
6, and made w a kingdom, p+ieuta to God and hw Father: to 
Him be honour and power for ever and ever. Amen. The 
author of the epietles no farther indicates his pereon than by the 
simple name of John. This alone m a r b  i t  to be the apostle of 
that name. It designates a John, who held such a high pre- 
eminence among those who bore. the name, that he would readily 
ocour to every one, for whom the epiatlee and the book generally 
were more immediately destined. One, who etood merely in 
"certain relations" to the chwches in question, could not have 
remained satiefied with eo general a deeignation, and would cer- 
tainly have added something more specific as his reeson for ad- 
dreaeing them. Let only the salutation be compared in the 
Epistle to the Romans. There we find an 'extended description 
of what constituted the apostle'e right and obligation to write the 
epistle. " The Salutation," remarks Philippi, " is more lengthened 
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than in the other epistles of Paul. For the apostle had trst to  
introduce himself to the church of the capital of the world, which 
was neither founded nor had yet been visited by him." So and 
still more would a certain John have found i t  necesaary to introduce 
himself. The bare John must have been received with a sort of 
smile. 

We are also led to think of the apostle John by the seven 
chnrches of Asia. It admits of no doubt, that the Asia meant here 
is Proconsular Asia, and that 'the limitation, which some hare 
sought to establish in favour of a narrower territory, is nrbit~ary. 
But in this region there were ot,her chnrches besides the seven, 
which are mentioned by name in this book. There was, for ex- 
ample, the church a t  Colosse, that a t  Hierapolis (Col. iv. 13), that 
a t  Tralles, which Cicero calls Gravis, locuples, ornata civitae, sad 
that a t  Magnesia, which was in a flourishing state when the Ig- 
natian epistles were written, and must certainly have existed st 
the date of the Apocalypse. Neither can we say that the more 
important churches, those which belonged to the greater cities, 
are the ones mentioned. For Ahere is nothing in the description 
to indicate this ; the cities named were not all of primary rank, 
especially Thyatira and Philadelphia ; and others, which are not 
named, especially Tralles and Miletus, which last is called by 
Strabo next to Ephesus " the noblest and moat distinguished city 
in Ionia," and by Pliny " the chief of Ionia," and where without 
doubt a church already existed. It is oarefhlly to be noted 
that John does not write to seven chnrches in Asia specified by 
name ; had he done so, we should have been obliged to cast 
about with Liicke for the reasons, on account of which these 
should have been chosen out of a greater number. But he writes 
simply to the chnrches of Asia. We have manifestly but one of 
two alternatives here-either there were in Asia only seven 
churches, or the address to preoisely seven chnrches had its limi- 
tation from the person of the writer, virtually importing to his 
seven churches. In  this case it would just be as if the presi- 
dent of certain affiliated churches in Prueeirr should write to the 
churches there ; i t  would a t  once be understood, that those only 
were to be thought df, which belonged to that number. As the 
firet of those alternatives is against the history, we are shut up 
to the latter. But this again obliges us to think only of the apostle 

a 



John as the author. History testit3es respecting him, that he 
had a district in that particular part of A ~ i a ,  which embraaed 
quite a circle of churches, named by Tertnllian " John's n m -  
lings."l Enaebiae reports kom 'Origen, in B. 111. c. 1, that when 
the apostles were scattered into different countries, John received 
for his share Asia, and continued there till he died a t  Ephesus. 
clement of Alexandria relates, in Eusebius, B. 111. c. 23, " When 
after the death of the tyrant he returned to Ephesus Piom the 
isle Patmos, he went also, when requested, to  the neighbouring 
regions of the heathen ; in some to appoint bishops, in some to 
inditute entirely new churches, in others to appoint to the'minis- 
try some one of those that were pointed out by the Holy Ghost." 
In the same chapter of Eusebius Irenaeae says, that the church of 
Ephesae had been founded by Pad ,  but that John continued to 
abide there till the times of Trajan. He elsewhere refers to " all 
the eldera who in Asia had conferred with John the dieoiple of 
the Lord." Eusebina himself says, " he rnled the churches 
there." Not only is each a relation testified of John respecting 
those particular churches, testified of him alone, but fkom the very 
nature of things such a relation toward a circle of churches could 
only have subsisted with an apostle. It is not necessary, how- 
ever, to suppose that the other churches in Asie besides tbose 
seven had rejected the apostolical authority of John, comp. 3 John 
v. 9. He may not have been able to extend his agency to them ; 
thongh Clement expressly states, that after his return 'from Pat- 
mos he organised new churches, and consequently brought them 
within the field of his active operations.-The result which we 
have thus obtained from the address : " John to the seven 
churchee," or Prom the fact that John here writes to the seven 
churches under his superintendence, is confirmed by the way and 
manner in which he writas to them. Lucke, p. 198, admits that 

1 Adr. Muaioo. ir. 6 : Habnmus et Joanni8 alumna8 ecolmim. Nun et.i Apoodpin 
ejam Mmion rwpuit, ordo tamen E ~ ~ w o ~ o N ~  ad originem m n s u 8  in Jomnem s u i t  
m o t o m .  " The meaning in : We too have such cburcber am am nunling of John, and 
which muat be mognized M aach by Mucion himsew-thore, namely, to whom he aent 
t b  wtm epbUea in the Apoedyp. For thongh Mamion will not admit ihe hot of them 
apoadlptio epirrla king m y  pmot d the connection batwarn the chumhe8 and John, 
bacauw he will not own the Apoodyp~ to have been mitian by John. ye8 It we h o e  
the m i c a  of biahop in ihme ahamber up to iu origin, ws n d y  uriw at John u 
tb tounder of them." Rotb. 
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" the anthor conld not have ventured, without some o5cial posi- 
tion in the region of those churches, to addresa them ae he did." 
It was such, indeed, as to require the whole fdnesa of the a p e -  
tolico-prophetical authority. Without this he could never, for 
example, have written to Sardis, " I know thy works, that thon 
hast a mme, that thou livest and art dead ;" and to Laodicelr, 
" Because thon art lukewarm, and art neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth." And the commendations, not less 
than the sharpness of the reproofs, must have been hurtful, if the 
epistles had not proceeded t h m  an ascertained sewant of Jesus 
Christ. It cannot justly be objected, that i t  is not John who 
speaks in the seven epistles, but Christ. Unless the conviction 
had been deeply rooted in the churches, that the John, who held 
snch communications with them, was the organ of Jesus Christ, 
the authority of Christ would not have covered the author. The 
question was snre to be asked, whether Christ had really author- 
ired such messages to be mut, and the drmat ive  reply to this 
question conld not have been expected from the churches, if they 
di4 not recognise the John, who was the medium of commnnica- 
tion, to be the apostle. For snch charges are not imparted by 
the Lord simply to the person, who is abstractly the 5rat or best. 
They always rest upon an o5cirl basis. But the apoetle John, 
according to the testimony of history, stood entirely toward those 
churches in that relation of uncondit,ional authority, which thew 
epistles evidently imply. Of special importance in this respect 
is Clement's account of the youth, quis dives T. 11. p. 958, and in 
Enmbins B. 111. c. 23. John was called in by the churches when 
matters of moment were to be decided, for which the bishop was 
not enflScient. As here to the angels of the seven churches, so 
there to the bishop he gives instructions and reproofs, and shows 
him, for his own justidcation, that the authority which he claimed 
is an unconditional one ; he speaks ae a person who has abso- 
lute power and authority, and who judges by the most rigid 
standard. When he gives up the young man to the bishop, he 
says : ' I  This person I commend to thee with a11 earnestness, and 
dl Christ and the church to witness-respecting it." On his latter 
return he again says to the bishop, " Bestow what I and Christ 
confided to thee in the presence of thy church." The bishop had 
done everything, as i t  appeared, to the youth, which could have 



been expected of him. " He took him into his h o w ,  inatrncted 
him, kept him in order, and shewed the greatest regard to him." 
But before the judgment-seat of Christ and his servant John he 
does not stand the test : John, when he understood what had 
happened, " tore his garment, struck his head with loud lamen- 
tatione, and exclaimed, I have given up the soul of a brother to 
a tine watchman." The narrative there also coincides with the 
epistles here, in that the bishop in the one place, as the angel in 
the *her, is made reeponsible for all that was proceeding in the 
church. Finally, i t  serves also to conlrm the result, which we 
have obtained from the words : John to the seven churches, that 
the series of the seven epistles begins precisely with that to the 
church a t  Ephesns, the place where. John usually resided acoord- 
ing to the uniform and well-established tradition. 

This addrese of John, however, to the seven churches of Asia, 
is not more important for the author of the Revelation, than for 
the time of ite composition. It does not square with the suppo- 
sition of that being in the reign of Balba. Before the martyr- 
dom of Paul John had certainly not come to reside in Asia Mi- 
nor,' but in all probability did so on the occasion of the Jewish 
war, and the interruption thereby given to the operations of John 
in his native region. The Jewirh war first began in the year 66. 
If the Apocalypse had been written under Balba, i t  wonld fall 
into the year 68. But tl& would not have afforded aufEcient 
time to form the relation we find existing here. For the authority 
of John appears aa one lrmly established throughout an extensive 
district of chuvhes, with the circumstances of which he was most 
minutely acquainted. He must previously hare adapted himself 
tothe Grecian cnlture, he mnst have visited the particular churches, 
some of which stood pretty far apart from one another (Epheane, 
for example, being distant three days' journey from Sardie, ac- 
cording to Herodotus and Xenophon), he must hare resided for a 
1 Luape,ln him 1:omrn on John Proleg. B. is c. 8, Q 13, r a p  : It m admitted that 

ktors the aynod at Jeruadnm Ile continued with the other apoatleo in Jndea and itr con. 
Bnw. Nor rhar thin could he have lived them till the period of Paul'a ant  imprisonment 
under N m .  The hirtory of Paul'r journrp, md the prim which be took in planting 
the chruch at Ephcrua, where he remained three yeam, evinae ibe couuuy. Nor after 
the liberation of Paul (1) even io hi8 death could John hare bean fnund at Epherur, u 
he could not have omitted aending a adutarion i o  him In hin two cpirdm to Timothy. 
During the whole time that Pad h v e d  Aaia no mention is made of John, and It ia 
wr(.in that Paul appointed Timothy M putur of the cbumh at Ephcrua." 
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considerable time a t  each place in order to establish his author- 
ity, and must also have fkequently returned to confirm it. No 
easy accomplishment, as appears from 3 John ver. 9, and one that 
as a whole could not have been premed through in a very short 
time without something of constraint. A series of years,must ne- 
cesaarily have elapsed before John could have named the seven 
chnrches in Asia Ah, and written to them in the way he does here. 
-Bengel remarks, " Frolu thecircumstance alone of theRevelation 
being sent, not to Judea, but to Asia, there is good ground for 
drawing the conclueion, that Jerusalem mnat already have been 
destroyed, aa i t  does not appear that John removed before that 
period from Jndea to Asia, to say nothing of his having been 
sent to Patmos." But this conclusion is rather hasty. I t  would 
only have been quite tenable if, as is still certainly supposed by 
Ziillig, the fact of John's addressing the seven chnrches in. Asia 
affords proof of the pre-eminent place belonging to these, is a de- 
claration that they formed the then centre of the chnrch. But if 
John wrote to them, because they constitnted that portion of the 
general church committed to his direction, which is confirmed by 
the fact, that in the New Testament the limitations to a definite 
circle of readers always have their ground in t,he personal relation 
of the writer to that circle, taken along with the additional fact, i 
that aceording to the testimony of history, John stood in a special 
relation to these very churches-then the conclnsion falls to the 
ground. For such being the case, John might have written to 

! 
the seven chnrches in Asia, even though t,he church at  Jernsrlem I 

had atill been in a flourishing condition. But i t  is another ques- 
tion, whether he might have leR the church at Jerusalem before 
that catastrophe, and entered into a new relation to the chnrches 
in Asia. And i t  is pertainly not probable that John would have 
left the theatre, to which his active energies had so long been' de- 
voted, without some call arising out of external circumstances. 
Had he been inclined to do so, he would. have done i t  long before. 
Considering also the individual temperament of John, we shall 
scarcely deem i t  probable, that aRer the death of Paul he should 
have transferred the seat of his agency to Ephesus on a mere so. 
licitation, se Dr Nernder supposes (Apost. Zeitalter IT. p. 615). 
The faithful retentive element is a fundamental feature in the 
character of John. Profound ardent minds are firmly rooted in 



their Fatherland, and with difaculty adjust themselves to new re- 
lations. 

Grace be to you and peace, etc. Peme is always the opposite 
to strife and war, to hostile pressure, whether the hostility pro- 
ceed from God (Rom. v. 10: l l ) ,  or from the creatures. The 
great stress that is laid on peace in Scripture arises from this, 
that the life of believers is threatened by so many and diverse 
hastile powera. Here i t  is the l e u  admissible to abandon the 
only certain special signification for a general one, as a violent 
outbreak of hostility against the church forms the starting-point, 
and all else in the salatation itself has some reference.to it. For 
the same reason we must not think here of peace with God, but 
only of a safe position in regard to the world. Emphasis must 
be laid on the peace. For i t  wse this that then drew around i t  
all the thoughts of believers, who lived in the midat of strife. 
The grace, which in the Mosaic blessing also precedes peace, is the 
source of all the benefits belonging to believers, but peace that 
after which they then more especially sighed-cotup. Pa, xxix. 
11, " The Lord will bless his people with peace." ' There can be 
no doubt, that Paal's usual form of salutation is the foundation 
of that employed here by John. It was quite natural that John, 
when writing to churches, respecting which he had entered into 
the place of Paul, should have connected himself closely with that 
apostle by adopting his well-known and precious salutation-for- 
mule. Compare only the introduction of the epistle to the Ro- 
mans, " Paul-to all that be a t  Rome, beloved of God-grace 
be to you a i d  peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesua 
Christ." With this the salutation before us entirely coincides 
in its leading features. The salutations of James and Jude are 
quite different. Peter's salutation in his first epistle comes the 
nearest to Paul's : " Peter to the elect strangers of the dispersion 
in Pontas, etc., grace and peace shall be lnnltiplied unto you." 
This approach in Peter to Paul's form of salutation is in unison 
with the other resemblances to Paul, which occar elsewhere in 
Peter, as Peter also in writing that first epistle entered into the 
proper field of Paul's operations. Still, he wanta what is uni- 
formly found in Paul: from God, eta. The conclasion of the 
Apocalypse has also the greatest similarity to the epistles of 
Paul. There i t  is:  The grace of Jesus Christ be with yon, 

e 
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here: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all saints. 
The deviation was required by the general purport of the book. 
It cannot be objected, that P a d  never, like John here, prefixes 
his mere name, but always, even in his epistles to Timothy and 
Titus, eet,s forth his dignity. For that has already been done in 
ver. 1. And now a simple ealutation, after the manner of Tad,  
appears here, but somewhat amplified acaording to the demands 

. of the higher prophetic style, and in conformity with the neceesi- 
ties of the time, which were such as to call for a powerful conso- 
lation. From the depths of the nature of God and Christ there 
is brought forth what might strengthen an endangered faith, 
and raise a bulwark against the entrance of despair. 
From Him who is, and who was, and WIN comes. These 

words are a description of the name of Jehovah. I have showed 
in my Beitr. 11. p 230, as., that this name, properly Jahveh (for 
the vowels belong to Adonai, which the Jews pronounce inetead 
of it) has the meaning of the Being, absolute existence.' The 
idea of pure, absolute, nnchangeable existence, i t  was there re- 
marked, as expressed of Jehovah, is a quite practical one ; that 
which God is comes into consideration only as conditioning what 
he is for his people. This appears a t  once from Ex. iii. 13--16. 
The people, in asking for his name, were to Bnd in that a pledge 
and wcnrity for what was to be performed by God, for his won- 
derful help in the most distressing circumstances, not what should 
satisfy their metaphysical curiosity. The name Jehovah com- 
prises in itself the fulneae of all consolation, and the treasures 
thereof are here brought up from their depths and placed before 
the eyes of believers, the prophet's companions in tribulation. 
On the rock of the pure, unchangeable, absolute Being of God 
dash all the despairing thoughts of those who can call this God 
their own, as also all the proud thoughts of the world which has 
him for its enemy. I am a worm and no man" can be said in 

1 Aceording K, D e l i w b ,  in hir Bibl. Proplr. Theologir, p. 180, the n . w  ripillan 
the becoming, or going to be (dm Werdende.) Bat thin view b at on- dirprrcd of by 
tbe putage before no, rr it would eat off the who is md who war," and leave only 
slthc who oomes." 80 also by the original p a p ,  Ex. iii. 8-16, 8i11cr it oaonot ex- 
plain tbe Ehjch -her Ehjrh and point out iU ersential identity wltb the mur E*L 
Tbr name by this rxplmrtion ia merely eraonatad. The becoming rwim in the air, if 
it doea uot m t  for i b  b u u  on the being. The becoming of God, too, la a thought quite 
fonign ta the wi~ole of Soripturn, and ham p-d over into theology from the modern 
pbilowphy. God coma, indeed, but lu d m  not become. 



calm repose by such aa can only look with an uatroubled eon1 
into this unfathomable mystery. As pare, and absolnte, m d  
unchangeable Being, God is ; he exists in the fulneae of that om- 
nipotence which he makes subaerrient to the good of the church 
a t  the present time ; he works, though in the depth  of conceal- 
ment, for her welfare, however circumstances may eeern to indi- 
cate the contrary, and the world may triumph over the church 
lying in apparent helpleaeness on the groand, and bleeding with 
a thouaand .wounds He wacr ; for he has given evidence of hie 
being in the past by deeda of omnipotent love, as when he lod the 
children of Israel out of the Egyptian house of bondage. He 
coma; for he will appear for the judgment of the world and for 
the salvation of hie church, when the two shall be made to change 
places,-thoee ascending the throne who lay in the dust, and 
those who formerly occupied the throne thrust down to the 
ground. The streee should here be put apon the last clause, 
" he who eomea."l In ah. ir. 8 the four living creatures constantly 
cry out, " Holy, holy, holy, is God, the Lord, the Almighty, who 
wan, and who is, and who comes ;" as much as to say, who, aa by 
giving matter-of-fact demonetration of hie Being in the past and 
present, he has proved himself to be the wacr and w, so will he 
also come to establish hiu kingdom over the whole earth. The 
inversion there (who was and is, inetead of, who is and waa here) 
&ewe that the expremion " who is" here does not indicate the 
whole nature of God,--does not expreae, like the name Jehovah, 
his eternal, absolute Being, but is limited to the living efficacioua 
tokens of hie Being a t  the present time, for which the manifeeta- 
tions of hie Being during the paat d o r d  a pledge. To the same 
result, also, we are led by the simple fact that along with the 
" who ie" we hare here on either eide the two expressions "who 
was" and "who oomes." In the original i t  is literally: fkom 
who is, and was, and comee. There wae no room for flexion, be- 
came thereby the unconditiond application of the three design& 

1 The proof that the b Ipxdf iam u not rynonymoor with b ludpwet, u bu been 
often rdlnned, and at111 wain by De We-, ir to be found In my Beitr., p. !BB, I them 
pointed to Le  relation of tbe former expreorion to the lpxmar p a d  IC. rr+aACu in 
rer. 7, to the txopic  mxl in u i i .  7,W, ii. 6, iit 3, &a, when the view of Ood'r ant- 
Lring and penceuted people is directed to the morning of Ood nnd Christ. Alw to the 
dropping orthe d dpxdfi~wr in ch. xi. 17, a h  the tom and ir, becuue the future of Ood'r 
kingdom had bwomr m a t ,  the samlng h d  moms 

e a 
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tions to the Lord woald have been darkened, and also became 
the Greek has no participle preterite. 

And from the seven 8pirit.s which are before the throne. That 
the Spirits are the Spirits of God, appears from ch. iv. 5. The 
Spirit comes into consideration here, not according to his trana- 
cendence, but according to his immanence-not according to his 
internal relation to the Father and the Son, but according to his 
mission. This is indicated by the words : before the throne, here 
and in ch. iv. 5, and from ah, v. 6, where mention is made of the 
seven Spirits of God, that are sent forth over the whole earth. 
The designation of the Spirits as eeven is not derived from ha. 
xi. 2, where the sabject discoarsed OF is not as here the active 
powers of the Spirit, bat his productions or the properties he calls 
forth. It is taken from Zech. iv. 10, where the operations of the 
Spirit of the Lord appear under the image of the seven eyes sf  
the Lord, that run to and fro throughout the earth-comp. on ch. 
iv. 5. The sevenfoldness does no violence to the unity, but 
merely points to the fulness and variety of the powers, which are 
enclosed in the nnity, with reference to the manifold powers and 
agencies on the part of Satan and the world, which threaten the - 

church with destruction (comp. xii. 3), as also with respect to the 
church's manifold straits and necessities, and perhaps to the seven 
number of the churches which constitated so many fields for the 
Spirit's e5cacious working. The allegation of Liicke, p. 386, 
that there is here a contrariety to the Gospel of John, rests upon 
a misunderstanding : " While there all the different forms of the 
manifestation of Godhead are comprehended in the divine Logos, 
who diffuses himself as light and life in the world, and has become 
man in Christ, and is exhibited as oneness, here the manifesta- 
tion of God is set forth in its organic variety as a sevenfold Spirit." 
That the sevenfold charaater of the Spirits is not fatal to the one- 
ness of the Spirit, bat rests upon the basis of this-that here re- 
spect is had only to the manifold manifestations of one and the 
same Spirit (cornp. 1 Cor. xii. 4-7) appears from ch. ii. 11, 
xxii. 17, where simply the Spirit is spoken of. And that this 
Spirit, manifold in its unity, does not exist together with Christ, 
so that what is here attributed to the Spirit proceeds from Christ, 
is clear from this pasaage itself, as the seven Spirits are repre- 
sented us employed in the service of the church of Chriet, and still 



more decisively from ch. iii. 1, according to which Christ has the 
seven Spirits of God, and on this account is almighty to punish or 
reward, and also from ch. v. 6, where the seven Spirits appear as 
the seven Spirits of the Lamb. 

The Spirit is not "the Holy Spirit, who is the priaciple of all 
knowledge and enlightenment," for there is nothing said about 
that here. Both the starting-point m d  the connection lead us to 
consider i t  RS mentioned rather in respect to its physical, than its 
moral operations. We are confirmed in this also by the parallel 
passsges v. 6 and iv. 5, where the seven torches, which are the 
seven Spirits of God, make up, with the lightnings, voices, and 
thunders, the number ten. The eeven Spirita form herea mighty 
bulwark againet deepair, a compact phalanx, on which a l l  the 
amaulte of the world-power againet the church ehall break to 
piecee. The seven Spirits press into the service of the church, 
delivering and helping, overthrowing and destroying, even to the 
ren~otest comer of the earth. No distrees is so deep, no feeble- 
ness so great, that i t  may not with them be rectified. Even in 
Zech. iv. 6, 7, (where see the Chriatology!, the Spirit of God ay- 
pears as the power, which assists the feebleness of the church, 
and removes all the hindrances which the world throwe in her way. 
The Spirit of God there carries the building of the temple to i ts  
completion in spite of d l  adteree machinations. It is the same 
Spirit that moved with creative energy on the waters of the 
primeval world, Gen. i. 2, " the source of life, from which creation 
draws ite renovating powers, and without which all flesh withers, 
d l  life returna to dnat, Job xxxiv. 14, Ps. civ. 29,30." (Kahnis, 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, I. y. 14.) It is  that power, by 
which, according to Isa. iv. 4, God executes his judgments upon 
the earth. I n  the Gospel of Jolin tlie Spirit is brought into 
view chiefly in respect to his moral and religious operations, in 
accordance with the evangelist's subject. And the same precisely 
is done here also in ch. xir. 10, xxii. 17, i. 10. The Spirit ap- 
pears here, not leas than the God of nature and Christ, as the 
well-spring of grace and peace. The threefold from: from him 
who is, kc., and b m  the seven Spirits, and from Jesus Christ, is 
deserving of notice in this reepect, as i t  involves a position of 
equality. This implies a certain independence of the Spirit, be- 
side the Father and the Son. The derivation of grace and peace 
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from the Spirit not leas than the Father and the Son point8 to 
the adorable Trinity, and establivhes a close d n i t y  here between 
the Revelation and the Gospel of John. Withthis &ty other 
things concur. As here Christ is represented ae having the seven 
Spirits of God, (ch. iii. 1, and v. 6), so in the Gospel the Son poa- 
sesses not only the powers and properties of the Spirit (truth, 
life), but also the Spirit himself, (xvi. 14, 15, i. 33, iii. 34.) He 
is plainly subordinate, aa to the Father who sends him, so dm to 
the Son, since the latter also sends him, and sinoe he do- not 
speak of himself, but only what he hears (see KiSstlin, p. 109-10.) 
There is a further point of agreement aleo in this, that the Spirit 
is predominantly viewed in respect to his operations outward* 
comp. especially John vii. 39, where it is said, there was still 
no Holy Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. Many of 
the older expusitora, especially those belonging to the Catholia 
church, hold the seven Spirits here to be created angele, and 
identify them with the seven angels that. stand before God, in 
ch. viii. 2. But the usage in Revelation is agaiust this opinion, 
as thew the angels are never called spirits ; also the passage, oh. 
iv. 5, according to which the seven Spirita are the Spirits of God, 
ch. v. 6, where the Spirits appear aa the seven eyes of the Lamb,' 
the fundamental passage in Zechariah, the impossibility of angels 
being put on a footing of equality with the Father and the Son: 
and the circumstanoe, that Christ is flrst mentioned after the 
eeven SpiritR, which can only be explained on the supposition of 
eaeential equality, and that Christ was to be spoken of more a t  
length. For otherwise the natural order would have been : Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. Besides, there is no agreement with oh. 
viii. 2, excepting in the number seven. The seven angels stand 
there before the throne lis servants ; here, on the other hand, the 
seven Spirits are before the throne. 

And from Jesus Chriet, who is the faithful witnsss. A faith- 

~Vitrhga:-"Qertainly the wren eyea of the Lunb uo romerhing in tho Lamb 
wMoh cannot be repurred from him, by which the Lamb we8 and pmvidr for him 
ohurch, mdwhich, M in there a i d ,  in immediately aent forth by tLe Lamb into the 
earth. But that hold8 of tLe Holy Spirit, not of ragela.* 

9 Vitring.: Who that poperly conaiden the muter a n  pomade himelf th.r John 
would rolemnly implore m e  Co the ohurcter from wven created Clpiriu, who couldnot 
of ~hemelvea bestow m y  p e ,  and bat he wodd neglect to u k  it ltom the Huly 
Llpirit, rho im the mthor and chief of dl rpiritr, md verily h u  the power of htuwing 
(1- ; of whom mention ia made in c h  ii. 11 ?" 



fid witness is a credible and veracious ono (comp. Isa. 6ii .  2), 
who speaks what he knows and testifies what he has seen, John 
iii. 11. Christ is called a witness, because he does not teach at  
his own hand, but gives testimony to the truth that is in God, to 
whom all in the Revelation M in the Gospel is traced up as to it8 
origin. (Comp. John iii. 32, 33). The fundamental passage ir 
Isa. Ix. 4, where i t  is said of Christ, " Behold for a witness of 
the peoples I give him, as a leader and lawgiver of the peoples." 
There juat as here the witnessing is connected with the snpre- 
macy. The sphere of the witnessing, which of itself embraoes 
the whole compass of doctrine and revelat,ion-John xviii. 37, 
"For this end w a s  I born aud have come into the world, that I 
might bear witness to the truthw-is here limited by the circurn- 
sknce that grace and peace are sought from Jeaua Christ to the 
church. Accordingly, the testimony of Christ comes here into 
consideration only in so far as i t  has specially to do vith gram 
and peace. The same holds also from the connection of the two 
other prediostes, which declare concerning Christ what is fitted 

- to inspire the desponding church with courage in the presence of 
the world. Respect is had to the glorious promises, which Christ 
imparted to his church even during his sojourn upon earth, and 
rome of which have been preserved by John in his last dia- 
courses ; for example, 'I Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world," I am with you alwrry even to the ond of the world," 
" The gates of hell shall not prevail against my church." Such 
promises are expanded in this book, which discloses tho testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ ; but only when much tribulation is expa 
rienced in the world will they make their due impression on the 
mind. 

And thefirst-born from t7w dead. The first-born in the Old 
Testament often occurs as another name for the first ; for exam- 
ple in Isa. xir. 30. That here the idea of priority in time and 
precedence in rank is what is taken into acconnt, as in Heb. xii. 
23, appears from Col. i. 15-18. There the firaeborn is ex- 
plained by expressions, which are put as equivalent : who is be- 
fore all, the head, the beginning, who has the pre-eminence. 
Accordingly, precedence in time and dignity is what   lone can 
be understood to be indicated by the expression, and the figura- 
tive term of " the first hits  of them that sleep," in 1 Cor. xv. 20, 
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is substantially of the same import. That the passage before US 
does actudly rest on Col. i. 18, " And he is the bead of the body, 
who ie the beginning, the 5rst-born from the dead, that in d l  
things he might have the pre-eminence," is clear from the fol- 
lowing reasons: 1. The rather strange expression, "the first- 
born from the dead," is there only brought in through the pre- 
ceding expression, " the first-born of all creation." The prefixed 
explanatory epithet, " the beginning," of iteelf intimates, that 
the mode of expression was somewhat peculiar. 2. There i t  ie 
" from the dead," but here simply " of the dead" (the d ~ ,  which 
is to be found in some critical helps, has only flowed fkom the 
paseage in Colossians). The from, out of, points to the fact, 
that Christ was the first in moving oat of the state of the dead. 
The simple, " of the dead," would scarcely have been need bat 
for that other explanatory passage, according to which i t  is to be 
nnderstood as meaning, the first among the dead, who have at- 
tained to life. Indeed, we have also, in 1 Cor. xv. 20, " the 5rst 
fruit8 of them that sleep." But the immediately preceding words 
there, " but now is Christ risen from the dead," serves as a com- 
mentary, and shews in what respect Christ was the first-fmita, or 
the 5rst among them that sleep. 3. The expression in oh. iii. 
14, " the beginning of the creation," points back fo the same in 
Col. i. 16 ; m d  indeed so, that " the beginning," which there 
comes info the place of the 5mtborn, is derived Piom ver. 18. 
This reference is the more remarkable, as i t  oocars precisely in 
the epistle to the Laodiceans, who were very closely related to 
the Co1oseians.-Those who were brought to life again under the 
Old Testament and during the earthly ministy of Christ, were 
not then invested with immortal life, bat only rescued for a few 
years from the domain of death. And even during that short 
period death gave continaal proof of his power over them ; they 
died daily.-He who, 8 t h  the lapse of four thousand years, 5rst 
actaally attained to life, maat have been poesessed of an invinci- 
ble divine power, which from him flows also to those who are 
his. And as he was thereby proved to be the conqueror of bodily 
death in the particular frame, that wse united in corpored mem- 
bership with himself, so must he also be the conqueror of death 
to his church ; this has with him for ever risen out of the grave. 
For death to the church, siuce his resurrection, is only a paesage 



to .life. This is what from the conneofhn we are here to make 
account of. John was not in vain in the spirit on the Lord's day. 
To Christ's life out of death he pointa the church, again also a t  
ver. 18, as the pledge of her salvation. , 

And the prince of the king8 of the earth. The fundamental 
passage is Ps. lxxxix. 28, where i t  is said of the house of David, 
which had its culmioating point in Christ, " And I will make him 
my first-born, the highest among the kings of the earth." A 
comparison with oh. xvii. 14, "These will fight with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb will overcome them, for he is a Lord of lords and 
r King of kings," shews that one is meant, who, notwithstanding 
their opposition, their bitter contention, reigns over the kings of 
the earth ; one who is master of their pride, and casts their op- 
position-to the ground. How he proves himself to be the prince 
of the kings of the earth, is rendered manifest to our view by the 
representation given of the overthrow of Rome, whose vassal king, 
so proud and yet so impotent, ventures to his own destmction 
into a foolish conflict with Him of life and death. It is still far- 
ther exhibited by the description of the battle of the tan kings 
and the victory over them in ah. xix. 11, ss., in which Christ 
appears with the name written upon his vesture and his thigh, 
" King of kings and Lord of lords." If Christ is the prince of the 
kinge of the earth, how foolish must i t  then be to tremble and 
ehake, whenever these kings make an assault against his church. 
Their end must be destmction, but the church through the favour 
of the prince of the kings of the earth shall certainly reach a con- 
dition of peace. " His princely title," says Bengel, " overtops 
the mqjesty of all earthly monarchs. The world, indeed, does 
not regard i t  ; the most insignificant person will often dis- 
honour this incomparable heavenly majesty with oaths and curses, 
with secure proud thoughts lessen and destroy it. But i t  will 
by and bye display ita power; and the longer i t  withholds, the 
more terrible will i t  be to those, who would not. submit them- 
selves reverently to it." 

" Now from this God, fiom this Spirit, from this Lord is grace 
and peace imparted to us ; and in the glorious designations now 
considered there is contained the cause why God both can and 
will impart to us grace and peace." 

There is now' in the form of a doxology an indication given of 
8 
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three other soumes of consolation in Christ. First, to him who 
lave uo-his love to us, which renders i t  impossible, that he 
should look with unconcern on our distress, and should not set 
his omnipotence in motion to bring us help. To fear and tremble 
in the midst of tribulation is to doubt of his love, and so, to rob 
him of his highest glory-to deny him what he has certified by 
so great and costly a pledge. To believe in his love, is to be sure of 
hie salvation. The reading : who has loved us, ciywnjuavrc, which 
Luther follows, ie the least supported, and has only come fkom the 
preceding: who has washed and made us. " Who loves as," in- 
cludes " who has loved ns," but a t  the same time expressly de- 
clares, what the other excludes, that the lore watera the dry 
land of the present and the ffiture, as i t  has done also of the past. 
Comp. John iii. 35, *' Tbe Father lovee the Son, and has com- 
mitted dl into his hand ;" where the " he lovee" in like manner 
expresses the abiding l o ~ e ,  and aompreheds the past, the present, 
and the future 

The second ground of consolation in Christ is the glorious proof 
of his love, which he has already given believers to experience. 
He who h a  washed ue from our sins with hi8 blood, cannot suffer 
us miserably to perish, and give us up to the hands of the uncir- 
cumcised. Those, whom he has made righteous, he will also 
make glorious. "He  who has not sparod hie own Son, but given 
him up for ae all, how shall he not with him freely give us dl 
things !" The waehing marks the taking away of our sins by for- 
giveness, and the sanctifying power which has ite root in thie. 
That we must not exclnde the latter idea, is clear from such pas- 
gages as John xiii. 8,10 ; 2 Cot. vii. 1 ; and also from ch. vii. 14 
here, where the gaments-are said to have been made not prcre 
merely, but white. The less approved reading: who has re- 
deemed (Xiruavr~) has ariaen perhaps from mere accident, but also 
perhaps from the prosaic mind of the scribe. The reading : who 
has washed as, i s  supported by the poetical mode of contemple- 
tion, by the parallel passages of the Old Testament, in which sins 
appear under the image of impurity, their extirpation under that 

1 8eved auppore without founduiol~, that " who lover ur" ir pot hem br, who 
La8 loved or.' l f  John had wirlld ta expreer thia meaning, it would byrc k e n  mow 
narunl to pnt dyarlvacrrr in nuiron with the following Xoiruovr~. 

0 
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of washing and sprinkling (me on rii. 14), and aleo by a compari- 
don of oh. vii. 14, and of John i. 7, " The blood of Christ makes 
us pare (equal to, washes us) from d l  sin." 

And b mads w a Icingdom, pricete to God and our Father 
-this pointe out the third source of c~nsolation.~ Instead of: 
a kingdom, priests, several NSS. read : kings and priests @aurbk 
mi &R.) Besides being better authenticated, the other rerd- 
ing is confirmed. 1. By the greater di5cnlty ; 1. the greater 
resemblance to the original paasage in Ex. six. 6 ; and 3.. the 
occurrence of "kings and priests" in ch. v. 10, whence i t  has evi- 
dently been imported here. That we are not to throw the two 
expre~sione, " a kingdom," " prieste," into one, q. d., a kingdom 
of priests, appeare from the " kings and priests," in the parallel 
w a g e  just referred to, which m u t  be regarded as a commentary. 
Yet, that the kingdom and the priests cannot mark a double 
dignity, the one eeparate from the other, is shewn by the want 
of the and; on account of which the prieeta must be viewed aa in 
apposition with kingdom. I t  deo appears from ch, v. 10, where the 
words, "and they shall reign," followe the " priests;" from which 
i t  ia clear, that the priestly dignity and the kingly are most closely 
aonnected with each other. The corresponding word " kings" in 
r. 10 shews ferther, that the &u&ia, kingdom, is used in a yas- 
sire, not an active signification; that i t  is not the realm, but the 
dominion, aa in xvii. 12, John xviii. 36. The kingdom is likewiee 
employed in an active sense in the fundamental passage Ex. xix. 6, 
where the people of God are represented M a kingdom of priesto, 
euch a kingdom as is wielded by priests. The object of this 
mling is the world. The people of God are, in consequence of 
their priestly dignity, appointed to govern the world. We have 
a commentary in Dan, vii. 27, " And the kingdom and the domi- 
nion, and the power over the kingdom under the whole heaven, is 
given to the people of the aainta of the Most High." The idea 

1 In rekrd to the re1 I roiclsav ahcr m o  participle8 p i n g  before, there in wrigbt in 
wh8t DeliUach m m u b  on H3. p. 77, According ta the n m u k  of Ewdd, all the 
rcutemd rhcdea of meaning in a varb molvs themelver again in the quiet p m r  of 
r d i r o o m  into the two p i m q  coloan of the perfect and impurect. So ir it dw, rhh 
tb putidple, through which the verbal idea receives a relmtive colouriug. I t  ir a part 
of the Bnenm of rbe Hebmw diction ta make verba flniu follow the parrioiple tbar her 
tba s n a m u k ,  and thew r& through the in8uenoe oi the relative i d u  con~wnmed 
in Ibo puticiple, u e  to be oonrtroed u conditional rutemenln." 
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of this power over the world occurs also frequently in the Books 
of Moses ; comp. Gen. xlis. 10 ; Dent. xxxiii. 26-29, conclading 
with the words, " And thine enemies shall feign to thee, and thou 
shalt tread upon their high places." In  the prophecies of Balaam 
also the ascendancy of the people of God, their absolute victo- 
rious power over the world, is the fundamental thought; comp. 
Numb. xxiv. 8, " He will eat up the nations, his enemies, and 
,#hall break their bones, and pieroe them through with his arrows ;" 
but especially xxiv. 17, ss., and my work on Balaam there. 

Even the Old Testament knows of an ideal priesthood beside 
the common one ; comp. besides Ex. xir .  6, especially Ps. xcix. 6 
(where the obligations only of the ideal priesthood are brought 
into notice, but the privileges correspond to theee), Jer. xxxiii. 
18, 22. I n  the higher style those persons only would be called 
priests who possessed the essential distinction of the common 
priesthood, though without its external accompaniments. But 
the heart and kornel of the priesthood is its close and immediate 
connection wit.h God. Whoever has attained to this, he has, 
along with the prieetly dignity, the spiritual priesthood, a t  the 
same time acquired the kingly. The essential element id this ie 
the exercising of dominion. But if nearness of relationship to God 
possesses dominion in God over every thing except God himself 
as its necessary consequence, as certainly as God is the Almighty 
snd the faithfnl helper of his people, he cannot suffer them to be 
overcome by the world. Comp. Is. Ixi. 6, where the priesthood 
in relation to God, and the authority to rule in respect to the 
world, appear as immediately and inseparably united,'" But ye ' 

shall be named the priests of the Lord, men shall call you the 
ministers of our God ; and ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 
and in theit glory shall ye be established."-From these distinc- 
tions the incorrectnegs of De Wette's remark becomes manifest, 
that the kingdom here denotes " the empire of God, the perfected 
holy blessed fellowship with God and Christ, in which all shall be 
united." Such a view, indeed, is annihilated the moment we 
glance a t  ch. ii. 26, 27, " And he that overcometh and keeyeth 
my words to the end, to him will I give power over the nations, 
and he will rule them with a rod of iron," etc. ; or iii. 21, " T o  
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
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throne ;" or, v. 10, " And hast made them to our God kings and 
priests, and they shall reign upon earth ;" or also xx. 6, d i .  6. 
Such passages plainly shew, that the kingdom is an active one, 
and possesses a polemical character. And they serve, a t  the 
same time, completely to dispose of the remark of Ewald, that we 
muat not think of dominion over others, but only of maintaining . 

the Christian life in*a quiet and independent condition. But i t  
is not this, i t  is the supremacy of the world, which Christ has ac: 
quired for his people. I t  is fnrther evident, from the distinctions 
drawn above, that Onkelos and Jonathan have not given p r a  
cisely the right rendering a t  Ex. xix. 6 by : kings and priesta ; 
and also that the accusation raised by Ewald 'against John, of 
having misunderstood that passage, recoils upon its author. A 
kingdom of priests is a kingdom which is governed by priests as 
such. Finally, in what has been said, we have an answer to the 
quest~on of the older expositora, how Peter should have happened, 
in his first epistle, ch. ii. 9, to put the kingly priesthood in the 
room of the priestly kingdom of Moses. For, we see there is no 
essential difference between them. The priesthood involves'the 
kingdom, and the kingdom the priesthood.-Here, however, the 
mpha8i8 reate on the kingdom, and the priafhood come8 under 
c d a t i o l l  only aa the ncceeeay bade. The kingdom which 
~ h h s t  has acquired for his people was what, in the circumstanoes 
of the time, was fitted to console the dismayed minds of Christians. 
This kingdom was even then manifeating itself. Every heathen 
that wae won over to the kingdom of God, every martyr who 
maintained with success the conflict with the world, was a proof 
of it. But, however important might be the conquests which 
were then in process of being made on the territory of heathenism, 
such were only a small pledge of the glorious realization, which 
should not reach its climax till the whole heathen world lay at  
their feet. A view of this royal priesthood and this priestly 
kingdom, and a spirit of fresh, undaunted courage before the per- ' 

secuting heathen world, ought now to fill their bosoms. The a 
more proudly the world lifted itself up, the nearer was it to its 
destruction. 

To him the honour and the power for ever and ever, Amen. 
We can understand the words either as a wish (to him be these), 
or aa a declaration. The latter mode of understanding it is coun- 



78 THE SEVEN EPISTLLI. 

tenanced by the parallel passage 1 Pet. iv. 11, " throngh Jesus 
Christ to whom w the honour and the power for ever and ever." 
The Amen is not against this view ; for even in simple declara- 
tions thia is used as an asseveration of the truthfulness of what 
is a i d .  But even viewed as a wish the words can only be re- 
garded as expressive of the deatination to what is immoreably 
5xed. It is not a subjective wish, which wbuld be properly in 
place here, but an unquestionable fact, on which anxious minds 
might erect and strengthen themselves. The honour in comec- 
tion with the power is not the ascription of praise, bat the glory. 
Christ's glory and might shall soon indeed pierce throagh the 
thin cloud, which now conceals his face from hia church. As an 
antidote against pusillanimity and despair under suffering, Peter 
also points, in ch. v. 11, to the honour and the person of Christ. 
The agreement there with the passage before us is a perfectly 
literal one, extending even to ah+, to him, which here waa not 
absolutely needed. And we can the less regard this as a matter 
of accident, since a leaning on Peter in the close of the aalufs- 
tion, whose doxology is imitated also in Jude v. 25, with an en- 
largement aa here in ch. v. 23, corresponds to the leaning on P a d  
a t  its beginning. Such a leaning here was the more aignilant, 
M the epistle of Peter was also addressed to the churches in 
A&. The chain.like connection of the later writings of the 
New Testament with the carlier, which is no more than the ex- 
ample of the Old Testament might have led ne to expect, harr 
hitherto received too little attention, or has even been made use 
of for false conclusions, as in regard to the 5rst epistle of Peter 
in relation to the epistles of Paul. 

After the salutation, and before he comes to the main subject, 
John still gives two weighty and appropriate utterances. With 
two torchee he sen& a gleam of light beforehand into the dark 
abyss of terror and dismay. 

Ver. 7. Behold he coma with ckude, and  all e y a  eicall 
868 him, and they that pierced him, and all the tribe8 of 
the earth shall wail over him. Yea, Amen. John here looks 
back especially to Matt. xxiv. 30, " And then will appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth wail, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with great power and glory." 
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And this declaration of our Lord again rests upon the two 
y g e s ,  Dan. vii. 13, " Behold one like the Son of Man came 
in the clouds of heaven," and Zech. xii. 10, "And I pout 
out upon the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
the spirit of grace and of supplicat,ion, and they look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they wail over him, aa the wail- 
ing over an only one, and mourn over him, as the mourning 
over a first born." From the latter passage in particular is taken 
the expression, " They shall wail," and also " They shall see." 
That John had the declaration of our Lord more immediately in 
view, is clear from this, that here, ae there, the two passagea of 
Zechariah and of Daniel are united together. Still, John also 
reverb to the fundamental passages, and more literally adheres 
to them. Instead of: in the clouds of heaven, we have here, 
with a more exact reference to Daniel : with the clouds; and the 
clause derived here from Zechariah, " and they who pierced him" 
is omitted by Matthew. While in the declaration of our Lord 
both the fundamental passages are woven together, here t,he ter- 
ritory of both is still preserved distinct. The clause, " Behold he 
comes with the clouds,"pointe to Daniel, the rest to Zechariah, 
the clonds with which, or accompanied by which, the Lord comes, 
are not " the symbol of glory, of elevation above all nature" (Hc 
vernick), but they are the shadow of the judgment. This even in 
the Old Testament is  the regular signification of the clouds, when 
employed in such a connection. Isaiah says in ch. xix. 1 ,  "be- 
hold the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and cometh to Egypt ; 
and the idols of Egypt are moved a t  his presence, and the heart 
of Egypt melts in the midst of it." On which Michaelis remarks : 
" This is tobe understoodof a dark stormy cloud, which is charged 
with thunder and lightning. Swift clouds must be particnlarly 
stormy." On Ps. xcvii. 2, " clouds and darkneaa are round about 
him," I remarked in my commentary, " The Lord appears sur- 
rounded by dark clouds, which announce his anger, and beget the 
expectation of a tempest of thunder and lightning breaking forth." 
Again onPa.xviii. 10, when the Lord is repreeentedaa coming down 
from heaven, and having darkness under his feet, " The Lord ap- 
proaches marching on the dark thunder clouds. These are to his ene- 
mies a sign of his anger, and a proclamation of his judgment." 
From these thick tempest-clouds break forth lightning, thunder, 
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and hail, ver. 11, as. In  Naham i. 3, i t  is said, " Behold the 
Lord, in storm and tempest is his way, and clouds are the dust of 
his feet." 

The Lord does not come once merely with clouds a t  the end of 
the world, but through all periods of the world's history. Where 
the carcase is, there the eagles are gathered together. The truth, 
that the Lord comes with clouds, renews itself wit,h every oppres- 
sion of the church by the world. The opinion, which would con- 
dne the expression to an externally visible appearance of the 
Lord, is already excluded by the fundamental passages of the 
Old Testament. But of special importance for the right nnder- 
standing of i t  is Matth. xxvi. 64, where Jesus says to the high 
priest, " But I say unto you, from henceforth ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven." Thero the Lord comes upon the clouds to the 
judgment of Jemalem, as a manifest proof that we are not 
to think merely of his coming a t  the last day, and that the words 
do not point to a visible appearing. There also the Lord does 
not come merely to the proper catastrophe on the clouds; he 
comes from henceforth ; so that his whole secret and concealed 
agency towards the destruction of Jerusalem is comprehended 
under his coming. But if there the coming on the clouds refers 
to the judgment on Jerusalem, and here primarily to the judg- 
ment on persecuting Rome, then we obtain the result, that thereby 
the judicial activity of the Lord in its whole compass, according 
to its different objects and manifestations, is indicated.'-The 
coming of the Lord with clouds is a t  once terrible to the world, 
and joyful to the church ; i t  is the latter which here comes into 
view. " And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh ;" 
i t  is written in Luke xxi. 28, after i t  hod been said, " And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory." 

The fundamental passage of Zechariah treats properly of the 

1 The right new w u  long ainoe given by Vitringr: "Nor ir it neccrwy that the 
w o h  of John ahodd be reatrioted to the lut  ndvent of Chrirt. For, Christ i8 u i d  in 
Boripmre rtyle to come in the olondm of heaven, u obn u he dirplryn hie glory, and 
rherr himwlf u present to the aharch. And there am vuionr grdrtionr of that d- 
rentofClnimt, in which he i m  wen by Me hudeoed enemitr Lhewnelver with tbe gmnteri 
rngomh and lnmentatiou." 
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penitential mourning of Jerusalem over the Messiah, who had 
been slain by ita guilt. In  respect to the relation of the passage 
before us, and of Matt. xxiv '30, to that in Zechariah, i t  was re- 
marked in my Christology : " These passages are a kind of sacred 
parody on that of Zechariah. They shew that, beside the srrlu- 
tary repentance of which Zechariah speaks, there is another Judas- 
like repentance of despair ; that besides the free lookihg to him 
who was pierced, there is another not free, which i t  is impossible 
for unbelief to escape." The awful sublimity of this allusion 
muat be felt by every one. Quite similar is Hab, ii. 14 in rela- 
tion to Isa. xi. 9, " For fall is the earth of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the water that corers the sea." I n  Isaiah the know- 
ledge of the Lord is s free, loving, joyful one ; in Habbakuk i t  is 
one of constraint, terror, and howling. Bengel ; " They shall 
wonder. and be terrified, that this Jesus, formerly so despised, 

' 

and even in his glory not known, should appear in such a manner. 
There arc two kinds of looking to Christ, and wailing over him 
and his pierced condition. The one is penitential and tender, 
the other constrained and painfnl. They who in the day of grace 
exercise the former, as the house of David and t,hc inhabitanh 
bf Jerusalem, give themselves to  sincere and heartfelt lamenta- 
tions for sin, which caused the death of Christ ; and such shall 
be the case, when all the tribes of the earth mourn. So that 
there is no one, who shall not have mourned over the snffcrings 
of Christ, either before the last day for his good, or a t  the last 
day (more correctly, when the time of judgment has conic) with 
terror."-In place of " all the tribes of Israel" in the original 
paasage, we have here, as in the declaration of the Lord, " all 
the tribes of the earthw-a clear proof that here, i t  is not, as De 
Wette thinks, the punishment of the Jews that is spoken of, with 
which also the church had little to do, when sighing under the 
heathen persecutions. 

The expreseion, " who have pierced him," refers, according to 
the parallel passage, John xis. 37,' to the piercing with the spear. 

1 It ir an important ground for the identity of the a ~ l o r  of Revelarion and of the 
Gospel, that the l n t m  also renders the original pasange by d ~ o v r a r  a h  Su iEiw'v 
.rvnnu, while the LXX, put it quite differently, h p k l g o w a r  wpdr pa. due' Ju ru.rmp- 
~ b u a u r o .  It was pointed out in the Christology, that they followrd the common read- 
ing, but attributed to the verb 977 a Bguntive menning (to pierce = t11 derpiee), 
b e c a u ~  thag regnrcled the commou one as unsuitable. Inadmissible are the mpponi- 

f 
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" The piercing of the side," says Bengel, " was the last and most 
noted injury, which the enemies of the Saviour inaicted on his 
sacred body." But this piercing is considered here, not simply 
as the work of those, from whom in the first instance i t  proceeded. 
It appears rather as the common deed of those who are united 
with the proper doers of i t  by the common bond of a similar state 
of feeling, and who manifest i t  by what they perpetrate against 
Christ in his members. The immediate actors present themselves 
to the view of the prophet only as representatives of the multi- 
tude, who have feelings of enmity towards Christ. Over him, on 
account of what they have perpetrated against him, and what . 
they have now in conseqnence to expect from him. The expws- 
sion of affirmation in two words, Yea, Amen, serves, according to 
2 Cor. i. 20, to give i t  additional strength. The double Amen 
in the Hebrew and in John i. 52, is analogous. Such a liveliness 
of asseveration was here perfectly in its place. For the visible 
presented a strong objection against what was affirmed. Bengel : 
" This is just the state of the Christian, that, when he hears of 
the coming of the Lord Jesus, he can look for him with joy, and 
in delight call out yea, with all who love his appearing and wait 
for his manifestation." 

There follows now in ver. 8 the second introductory statement 
of what the prophet had to say for the consolation of the church in 
its faint and distressed condition. I a m  the Alpha and the Omega, 
says the Lord God, who is, and who was, a n d  coma, the A& 
mighty.-Luther follows here a double false reading. In a few 
critical helps, after the Alpha aud the Omega, there is introduced 

tiona, by whichrome have tried lo get rid of the conwquencea, that uiaefmm the trouble. 
some lwu. Ewnldh allegation, thnt the LXX. had originally translated pa the others, 
bur that the text had been compted, can only be regarded as the mnlt of extreme ne. 
cesaity. The rllegntion, also, tbrt the agreement might easily hnve been rcaident.1, since 
Aqnila, Bymmachus, and Theodotion, coincide with Jolm hem and withencb other, Islike. 
wiae quite untenable. For the coincidence i r  limited there aimply and alone to the ~ K K I U .  

d m ,  while h m  the iJJIofiat alao ia common ; tbe LXX. and Thsadotion 11ne IwtpAi-  
wopur. Theodorion. too, not uncommonly lean8 on Aqnilr, 8ymmncllua on Aqaila and 
'l'heodotion-coo~p. Monthucon Praelim in  Origenia Hex. p. 67. Aqnilr, homarer, 
knew the armed hooks of the Chrirtirna, and Was guided by polemical conaideratiour in 
respect tothem-as, for example, at Isr rii. 14 he intentionally shunned the word I.=,,- 
B ium out ofmpeot  to Matth. i. 23, h. Bat  polemiccd conaiderationa nevcr stand alone. 
They cdwrya draw in their tmfn also certain a p m e n t s .  According to Epiphrniu~ 
Aqniln wan for r long time r Christian ; and an agreement with John in the nm i r -  
r , w g i u  could mroely bc nccidentnl. 
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from the parallel passages : the beginning and the end. In some 
also God ie wanting after ths Lord; a reading which has pro- 
ceeded from the idea, that the person who speaks in the verse 

* could be no otber than Christ, to whom the title, the Lord God, 
is not applied.-The Alpha as the firsf' and the Omega as the 
last letter in the Greek alphabet, denotee the beginning and the 
end. Corresponding to this is " the first and the laat" in ch. i. 
17, ii. 8. In ch. xxi. 6 the two expressions, Alpha and Omega, 
beginning and end, occur t~get~her ;  and in the full-toned con- 
clusion a t  ch. xxii. 13, we have the whole three, Alpha and 
Omega, first and laat, beginning nnd end. The fact that the 
beginning and the end never occur elsewhere but in connection 
with Alpha and Omega, while the latter, and the otber expres- 
sion also, the first and the Irret, are found alone, ehews that " tbe 
beginning and the end" is only to be regarded as an accompani- 
ment of Alpha and Omega. And these words are appropriated 
to this purpose, because they begin with the first and the last 
letters' of the Hebrew alphabet, and so fitly indicate in what 
character the Alpha and Omega here come into consideration- 
only in respect to their place in the alphabet. The speaker is 
not Christ, bat neither is i t  God the Father in contrast to Christ 
(against this decides, besides the relation to ver. 7, the circum- 
stance of the Alpha and the Omega being also attributed to . 
Christ), but God in the undivided oneness of his being, without 
respect to the difference of persons. I t  may now be asked, in 
what respect God is here called the Alpha and the Omega? We 
are not to understand i t  of simple exietence. For, then there 
would be no truth in the thought, that the personal exisbnce 
preserves even the enemies by whom the church is brought into 
distress ; and there could be derived from i t  nothing but a very 
small degree of consolatory power. The great question which then 
agitabd the mindsof believers, was about the superiority-whether 
the world would maintain the ascendancy, which i t  then claimed 
and seemed to poeeesa ; or whether i t  should belong to the God 
of the Christians. This question is answered by the declaration, 
I am the Alpha and the Omega. The emphasis is to be laid upon 
the Omega. It is aa much as : I am aa the Alpha, therefore also 
the Omega. The beginning is the surety for the end. The un- 
conditional supremacy of God over the world, which is placed be- - 

f 2  
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fore our eyes by the Beginning, since God made heaven and earth, 
since he spake and i t  was done, commanded and i t  stood fast, is 
also brought again into notice by the end. I f  any one finds the 
end a cause of vexation, let him only lose himselfin the beginning ; - 
let him dive into the word, " Before the mountains were brought 
forth, etc.:" and his anxiety will disappear. Let the world enlarge 
itself ia the middle as it may, the church knows from the be- 
ginning, that the victory a t  the end must be God's. The designa- 
tions of God serve the purpose of tracing up to n necessity in the 
divine nnt,ure the declaration, that he will maintain his supremacy, 
as  a t  the beginning, so also a t  the end. The epithet,, Lord God, 
corresponds to tlie Old Testament combination, Jehovah EElohim, 
i.e. Jehovah the ouly God, the sole of Godhead, Jehovah 
besides whom there is  no God and no Saviour--comp. on Jehovah 
Elohim my Betir. 11. p. 311, as. The words that follow in the 
latter part of the verse unfold what is contained in the " Lord 
God ;" and with a twofold respect corresponding to each : " Who 
is, and who was, and who comes," the substance of the Lord; and 
"the Almighty," tlie substance of God. The Old Testalnent 
Zahaoth,' which corresponds to it, serves along with Elohim to  
prevent all narrow views respecting Jehovah, all that would shut 
him up into a limited sphere. It was such a God, that belonged 
to the beginning, and such also mnst necessarily belong to the . 
end ; and the church can smile a t  those who would put t h e w  
selves in opposition to him. 

The Introductory section ie followed by a narrative, ver. 9-20, ' 

telling how John had received from Christ the commission to write 
to the seven churches, and containing an extended representa- 
tion of the appearance of Christ, which was admirably fitted to 
prepare the minds of men for the contents of the epistles-to dis- 

1 Bengel: I n  the b o o b  of Samuel and K i n g ,  i n  Chronicles and Paalmo, in Isdab, 
Jersminh, and moat of the minor propbeta, before the Babyloniah captivity and &-it, 

, 
very frequent mention is made of the Lord God of  h o s ~ .  Tho LXX. render the 
epithet rarioualy, but most commonly use w a u ~ r o r p d r r p ,  d rdproe b Oedr b w a v r o -  

r p d r w r .  The word ia nowhere foui~d i n  the other books of the New Tntament, ex. 
ceptiug in 2 Cor. vi. 18, with an expreaa reference to I passage in Iuaiah. I n  the Ap* 
cdypae alone it  frequently occurs. Such being the case, the Hcbr. Jelwvah cannot 
but answer to tho third member, b &u ral b 4u  rai b Ipxdpruor.  For the epitbet 6 
. n a u + o r p d ~ w p  is Derer put, w~thout either Ordr or Jehovah immediately preceding. 
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pose sinners to repentance, and to kindle hope in the bosoms of 
the  desponding.^ It proclaims with emphasis a t  once, Fear, and 
Fear not. 

Ver. 9. I John, youv brother a n d  cempanion in tribulation, 
a n d  in the kingdom and patience of Jecrus Chri8t, wae in the 
wk that b called Padmoe, for the word of God and the teeti- 
mony of J a w  Christ. The " I John" is in imitation of Daniel's 
style, who alone among the propheta says, " I Daniel," vii. 28, 
viii. 1, ix. 2, x. 2. While John in this manner attaches himself 
to  Daniel, he presents himself as having a similar position to his, 
and so indirectly designates himself as an apostla. For prophets 
standing on ;footing of equality with the canonical writers of the 
Old Testament could only be found in tho circle of the apostles. 
I t  is not accidental, nor to be explained from a mere subjective 
predilection, that John attaches himself in so very peculiar rr 
manner to the last more eminent prophets of the Old Testament, 
to Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah. This is rather to  be considered ' 
as having its ground in the serial character of the sacred writings 
generally, sod those of the prophets in particular. A s  certainly 
ae Scripture is no fortuitous assemblage, but an organic whole, 
John had the double purpose in view of connecting what he wrote 
a t  once with his New Testamelit predecessors, and with the Inst 
prophets of t6e Old Testament., whom in a senee he immediately 
followed as the author of the first and only prophetical book of 
the New Testament. John speaks of himself as the brother 
of those to whom he wrote. He might also have called himself 
their father, as in his epistles he addresses them as his children, 
1 John ii. 1,  18, 28, 3 John ver. 4. But i t  was more fitting here 
to bring out the point of similarity, which is made sensible to 
the heart by nothing more readily than s common participation in 
suffering. Reference had already been made in ver. 1 t i t h e  
di~tinguished dignity of John. The aleo, which many critical 
antliorities shove in, has arisen froin a feeling of solicitude, as if 
John must here hare somehow indicated the distinction betwixt 

1 The section partaker of tba cl~aracter of the whole d m  riaion, which in thou de- 
scribed by Vitrlnga: " T h e  flrst viriol~ ex l~ ib~tn the internal ntate of the uuivrrsd 
church through all timen uuder the emblem of rheaeven c h a r c h ~  of I d %  from vrr. Q Lo 
the beginning of cb. iv. Almoat all the other visions have respect to the exteruul atafc 
of Lhe ohurci~." 
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himself and his readers.-The tribulation could only consist in 
persecution. For John, the companion in tribulation, is on the 
island of Patmos, for the word of God and for the tastimony of 
Jesus. Besides, the " Jesas Christ" belongs not merely to the 
patience, but to all the three, the tribulation, the kingdom, and 
the patience. But the question may be asked, what is to be 
understood by the tribulation of Jeaus Christ 1 The answer is, 
that here, as in the fundamental passage of Col. i. 24, " Now I 
rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my body what is 
still wanting (to me) in the tribnlations of Chriet.," (John writes 
to the same circle of readers, and the whole verse before us is 
full of references to Paul's epistles) :-in both alik:, the tribula- 
tion denotes what Christ suffered partly in person and partly'in 
his members, and what he still has to suffer. We must not with 
Luther think merely of the first, the persoml sufferings of Christ : 
" Pan1 calls his own sufferings the tribulations of Jesus Christ, 
because they were the same sufferings as those by which Jesus 
Christ waa affected. John designates himself a companion of the 
tribulations, which Christ had formerly suffered." I n  that case, 
P a d  could not have cdled his sder ings  tribulations of Christ 
without some farther explanation. And here the tribulation and 
the patience, or stedfastness, are manifestly the peqonal tribnla- 
tion or stedfastness of John and of those to whom he wrote. A 
companion (uvyro~vovbc only found in Paul and here in John) is  
one, who partakes along with others. But one cannot partake of 
the tribulation, which Christ himself has suffered. Had i t  been 
Christ's personal sufferings merely that was meant, the natural 
thing here would have been a mere compassion, which would not 
be snitable. The sufferings of Christ also in 1 Pet. iv. 13, are 
not merely the sufferings which Christ personally indured. 

When we have determined t.he tribulation of Christ, we can no 
longer doubt what is  to be understood by the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ. Accordingly, the kingdom or empire of 
Jesus Christ can only be that  which belongs to him, partly in 
person, portly in his members. In  like manner, t.he patience of 
Christ is that, which he has personally manifested, and manifested 
in his members ; and of explanations, such as Ewald's, according 
to which the patience of Jesus Christ must be the patient hope 
respecting Christ, reqnire no filrther notice. Vnder the patience, 
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eccording to the remark of Bengel, is to be understood, not only 
a good will, but a spiritual force and energy, whereby one is 
fortified to endure something, and bears up under it." I t  is the 
stedfaat endurance of things contrary to the faith and truth of 
the goepel-comp. 2 Tim. ii. 12, where the patience stands in op- 
position to the denying, and Luke viii. 16, where those who bear 
fruit in patience are contrast4 with those, who believe for a time, 
and in the time of temptation fall away. The same three things 
as here are united also together in Acts xiv. 22, where i t  is said 
of Paul and Barnabila, that they confirmed thh soulsof the brethren, 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that through much 
tn'buktion they must enter into the kingdom of God ; comp. 
also 2 Tim. ii. 12, Rom, viii. 17. In regard to the order here, 
the tribulation, the state of humiliation, has placed iu immediate 
connection with i t  the kingdom, the state of exaltation ; and then 
the patience will be thought of with an emphatic N. B , because 
the contrast presented by i t  to the natural connection between 
the tribnlation and the kingdom of Christ has been torn &sunder, 
and the bitterly won ffuits of the former reaped. The mention 
of the patience is a t  the same time a reminiscence, and an indirect 
though important admonition. Bengel: " The things mentioned 
are singularly woven together. The kingdom stands in the middle, 
the tribulation before, and the patience after. This is the form 
of Christianity in this life. Through the tribulation the kingdom 
is pervaded with the patience of Christ, till the tribulation shall 
have been overcome, and no more patience shall be required. 
With carnal men, who have not entered into the kingdom of Christ, 
tribulation brings no patience, but rather occasions impatience. 
A raging wild beast, if i t  is not irritated, may be quiet as a lamb, 
but when any thing has excited it, i t  breaks forth in its fury."l 

From the words, " I wae in the isle Patmos," the conclneion hae 
often been drawn, that a t  the time John wrote the Revelationhe was 
no longer in Patmos. And certainly the I wae, if isolated, must 
appear remarkable, and cannot be explained by what was stated 
on ver. 2 in reference to the expression : who has testified. John 

1 The reading i u  'Itlaoi h~ proceeded from lhm wlro eonld not undetetand ;he 
genitive, which Inn been much tort~tnd by expositon. 1'11s hndnrnental pureage is  
agninst it, M elso ch. iii.  10. 
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could not take for granted that the sojourn in the isle Patmos, 
a t  the time when his book was being read, had already come to a 
close. But the abrnpt beginning in ver. 1 0  shews1 that we have 
here a mere Hebrew sort of connection between the clauses, 
which, with things that run into each other in meaning, simply 
puts them a h r  one another : I was npon the isle Patmos, I was , 

in the Spirit, for, when I was npon the isle Patmos, or during my 
sojourn there, I was in the Spirit. Comp. a quite similar eyn- 
chronical Imperfect in Jonah iii. 3. So that there remains only 
the second I waa to be explained. But the remark already made 
a t  ver. 2 is perfectly applicable here. The state of ecstacy was 
long since gone .when the Book came to be read by the churches 
of Asia. That the Revelation in Patmos, besides, had not merely 
been received, but also written down, is evident simply from the 
send in ver. 11. Only an arbitrary disposition and want of sim- . 

ylicity could have sought to beparate what are most intimately 
associated together. How the writing was immediately joined to 
the hearing and seeing, may be discovered from ch. x. 4, xxii. 7, 
9, 10.-Instead of: on the isle, which is called Patmos, several 
have merely : on the isle Patmos. But the omission was made by 
those who had in vies the renown which Patmos had acquired 
throughout Christendom by this very Revelation of John. That 
till then i t  was exceedingly obscure, is manifest, as Bengel has 
ji~stly remarked, not only from the clause " which is called," but 
even from the designation of t.he place as an island, while in Acts 
xiii. 4, for example, we have simply the name Cyprus. Fiction 
would never have laid the scene in so obscure a corner.-The 
proof that the worde, " for the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ," refer to the martyr-sufferings of John, h a  already 
been given in the Introduction. I n  regard to the testimony of 
Jesus, corny. on ch. i. 2. 

. Ver. 20. I wad (there I woe) in the Spirit on Wte Lord'e day, 
and heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet. To be in 
the Spirit means being in the element and state of the Spirit. 
I n  a certain sense all Christians are in the Spirit, comp. Rom. 

1 One migbt brve expected rol with the wcond lytu6pgu, but it 1s the very omillsion 
or ibis which wwes to indicate the inoepuable connection of the double lytwdpgu 

2 The lyrrd+gu after ibe companding iytwdwqu in vrr. 9, not: I became, but I 
wan. 
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I viii. 5, 9, Gal. v. 25. But here by being in the Spirit i s  meant 
being so in the highest sense, in a theopneustic state, in which 
the natural life is entirely overcome. Parallel is Paul's being in 
a trance, Acts xxii. I?, comp. x. 10, xi. 5. Opposed is Peter's 
being again in or with himself 7erdpvoc b fam& in Acts xii. 
11, which is immediately preceded by : forthwith the angel de- 
parted from him. I n  vain has Ziillig denied that being in the 
Spirit could stand for being in a state of ecstacy. His exposi- 
tion: I was on the Lord's day in a kind oE transport, is a t  once 

I 
put to flight by ah. iv. 2 : and immediately I waa in .the Spirit, 

I where he must explain : presently was I there in a kind of trans- 
port. John also is here not in the Spirit on the Lord's day, the 
day of the future judgment, but he speaks throughout from the 
stand-point of the actual present.-There can be no doubt that 
the declaration, " I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day," prima- 
rily refers only to the first series, which is a whole by itself. 
Hence a t  the beginning of the second series we have the corres- 
ponding: I was in the Spirit, ch, iv. 2. I t  is naturally to be 
supposed, however, that the contents of the whole book were com- 
municated on the same day.  or the day of the Lord is, 
a t  least, quite as  closely connected with the contents of the fol- 
lowing visions. No other day i s  ever so much as hinted at. 
The half-hour in ch. viii. 1 is a measnre of time, serving to indi- 

I cate, that in the space of a limited period the whole was shut up. 
Zechariah also receives the entire series of his visions, which are 
formally independent of each other, in a single night.-The asser- 
tion, I wirs in the Spirit, is turned into. a lie, whenever one as- 

I eumes that the prophet had laboured long a t  his work. The 
word : he spake snd i t  was done, applies also here. I t  ia affirmed, 
that the book shews everywhere the marks of great ar t  and care- . 
ful preparation. But this is partly to be explained fram the con- 
sideration, that in the state of ecstacy holy men were raised far 
'above themselves, and muat not be judged by a measure which is  
obtained &om their ordinary condition. Then, much appears to ae 
art, or even unnatural conceit, which was quite natural and easy 
to the sacred bards and seers, such as their arrangements accord- 
ing to symbolical numbers. In any other respect, the eupposi- 
tion of art  and laborious preparation rests upon the arbitrary 
hypothesis ofexyositore, who have pressed their own conceits upon 
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the book, in particulai have substituted in place of a series of 
visions, formally independent of each other, a single whole ar- 
ranged after a regular plan. Finally, John's being in the 
Spirit wae only the bursting forth for which a manifold and pro- 
found preparation paved the way. 

The key to the right understanding of the day of thc Lord is 
supplied by ver. 5, where Christ is called the first-begotten from 
the dead, and by ver. 18, where likewise reference is made to the 
resurrection as the pbdge that he will quicken his people out of 
death. These passages prove, 1, That the day of the Lord is the 
day of the resurrection, as the dry on which Christ was mani- 
fested above dl others as the Lord, comp. Rom, i. 4. 2. That i t  
was so named, not becanse of what the church shonld do on that 
day, but becanse of what the Lord did on it, as a figure and 
pledge of what he is still going to do on it.' It follows, however, 
fkom what the Lord has done on that day, that i t  is Yo be sancti- 
fied by the church, and that John so responded to this call, so 
yielded himself to the death-subduing power of Christ, aa thereby 
to make himself capable and worthy of receiving the Revelation. 
The only point regarding which a doubt can be entertained, is 
whether, under the day of the Lord,r the weekly or yearly cele - 
bration of the resurrection ie to be understood. Both were even 
in the apostolic age eingled out ffom the rest. The reasons for 
the weekly celebration have recently been set forth by Weiteel in 
his Christlicl~e Passafeier der ersten drei Jahrhnnderte. Even 
on the very first weekly reburn of the resnrrection-day we find the 
&postlea gathered together, in remembrance of that which had 
hken  place eight days before, if haply the Lord might again ap- 
pear; and the day was distinguished anew by a manifestation of 
the risen Lord, John xx. 24-29. Paul, in 1 Cor. xvi. 2, siilgles 
out the first day of the week as that on which the Corinthians 
were to lay past their contributione. On the first day of the 
week we find the Christians met a t  Trow to celebrate the Supper, 
Aeb xx. 7. Exactly seven days before had Paul arrived there : 
he aould a second time observe the sacred day in the midst of 

1 Aug~rtinul: Dominiour biu dies idw dioitur, quia eo die dominu8 rerurrrxir; vel ut 
i p o  nomine docent, illam diem domino connecrrrurn eare debere. 

1 Tlle name WRO certnidy in  John's rime not iu common uhe, but als Amt introduced 
\IF him; p r l ~ a p ,  t l~c  T.orJr day wra formed after the Lord'a Supper in 1 COP, x i  20. 

n 
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them. The proof tbat the annual celebration of the day of the re- 
mrrection was alm ooberved in a solemn manner fmm the first age, 
has likewise been produced by Weitrel. This followe, indeed, as 

, a matter of course : the celebration ,of the weekly festival is 
hardly to be conceived without that  of the yearly. Farther, from 
the connection of the oldest churches with the Jewish synagogue, 
there was only the choice left of keeping a Jewish or a Christian 
holyday. And finally, from the fully accredited tradition of an 
observance by John in regard t.o the Christian Passover, i t  ap- 
pears on the most credible testimonie~ that the Passover-feast 
peculiar to Lesser Asia was introduced there on the authority of 
John. The knowledge possessed by the ancient church of the 
internal connection between the resurrection of Christ and his 
second coming, led to a particularly energetic, celebration of that 
yearly festival.' Beyond doubt, Easter day was a very suitable 
one for receiving the Revelation, the hndamental idea of which 
is that Christ will come to deliver his church from' death. How- 
ever, since it is certain that the weekly oomnremoration of the 
resurrection had then begun, every one must naturally think of 
that, when he hears of the day of the Lord, end the yearly festi- 
val could not have been designated in this simple manner, but 
maet have had some mark.of distinction, aa i t  is called by the 
Fathers the holy, the great, the splendid day of the Lord. " On 
the Sunday," says Bengel, " John received the Revelation, and a 
spiritual meditation of thie book is truly Sunday work." It is 
the proper Sunday-book. Every Snnday, if spent under its in- 
fluence, will awaken in us the hope of the Maranatha, which is so 
full of consolation especially for our times.--John hears behind 
him a voice. This took place because he must firut hear. Had 
he immediately seen, he would not have been able to hear, but 
with a " Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and dwell among a people of unclean lips," he would 
have fallen prostrate on the ground ; conrp. ver. 17. But here 

. the reference to the cliurch must presently come forth.-The great 

1 Jerome on Mau. xxv. : Dicarnua alquid qnod fonitnn Iecbri utile elk Traditio JII- 
daeorum eet Christum media nocte venturum in nimilitudine Xgyetii temporis, quando 
Pnacha celebratam eat exkrkniuator renit.-Unde reor et traditionem Apolto1ic.m per- 
mmsiaee, ut in die vigilisrum Pnnchae anti noctie dimidium populon dimitrere uon licent, 
expectantes ndrentum CLristi ; et poetqoam illod ternpus trunsierit, securitatc praesunta 
l c m m  cuuctis ngrntihus diem. 
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voice is as of a trnmpet. Allusion is made-to the Old Testa- 
ment use of the trnmpet aa the sign for calling the people 
together, and intimating, that  tlie Lord had something to 
say to them; comp. Numb. t. 2, Ex. xis. 16--19, Joel ii. 1, 
where in the immediate prospect of the day of the Lord Israel 
is called by the sonnd of the trnmpet before an angry God, ii. 15, 
Matt. xxiv. 31, 1 Thess. iv. 16, where the trnmpet calls the 
members of the church before tbe Lord a t  his second coming. So 
here also the voice of the trumpet announces that the Lord has 
important tidings to commnnicate to his church, and summons 
them straight to his throne, that they may there receive the 
word of warning and consolation. 

Ver. 11, Which said : What thou seat write in n book, and 
send it to the churches in Asia, to Epltesrts, and to Smyma, and 
to Pergarnos, and to Thyntira, and to Sardie, and to Philadel- 
phia, and to Laodbea. Between spake and thou seest several 
critical helps have introduced, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and the last." But Bengel has conclasively shown in his Appar. 
that these words heve been derived from ver. 8 and 17. Ziillig 
would still defend them aa genuine ; but a glance a t  the begin-. 
ning of his defence, " These words are wanting indeed in the 
best manuscripts," renders i t  quite .unnecessary to follow him 
farther. Where the external gronnds are go decided, i t  is not 
worth while going more deeply into the internal considerations, 
which might be found to show the want of genuineness. We 
shall make but one remark, that i t  is only a t  ver. 1 2  that Jolin 
turns round to look after the voice which spake with him, conse- , 

quently he could not yet know who the speaker was. The words 
would weaken the impression of the appearance and the surprise 
i t  occasioned. John must write what he sees, not what he may 
yet see. The seeing haa already begun ; for according to the 
Biblical usage tile hearing also is comprehended in the seeing in 
the larger sense. On the words in a book Bengel remarks, 
" Therefore all here makes np but one book. Not only is the 
address to each particnlnr church to be sent to the angel of it, 
bat the whole book is also to be sent to them all." But this re- 
mark would only be right, if we were to understand. by the all 
what is  written to the endof oh. iii. For this portion alone be- 
longed specially to the seven churches of Asia. Ewald's attempt 

2 
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1 to delete the " seven," on the ground of a few unimportant manu- 
scripts omitting it, and indeed with little advantage, since the 
book still remains specially directed to the seven chnrches of 
Asia, whether they might be expressly said to be seven or 
not, only shows to what difficulties they reduce themselves who 
understand by the book here the whole book, which from ch. iv. 
to the end bears an entirely oecumenical character. The name of 
the book ( /3~mlov, properly, little book) affords no handle to this 
mistake. For, in oh. v. 1, we find the book'with the seven seals ; 
in Matt. xix. 7 the same word signifies the writing of divorce ; in 
2 Sam. xi. 14, 2 Kings xix. 14, i t  is used of letters (Suidas : 
@@.lov vj CrmoX+), and in Macc. i. 44 of edicts. The corres- 
ponding Hebrew ~ D D  denotes any sort of written declaration. 
The law of the order of the seven churches, the seven, as is clear 
from ch. ii. and iii., falling into three and four, mag with certainty . 
be discovered. Ephesns, Smyrna, and Pergamos must stand to- 
gether, and be separated from the rest. For, these three cities and 
these alone contended for the primacyin Asia? The order in which 
they are placed here is also not arbitrary. Ephesus must stand a t  
the head as the seat of John's labonrs, and as such forming the 
centre of the whole circle. From Ephesns it  proceeds northward 
to Smyrna and Pergamos. Then fiom Pergamos as the most 

I northerly point i t  goes in a regular south-easterly direction down 
by Tl~gatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, to Laodicea, which lies almost 
i n  the same parallel of south latitude with Ephesae, but consi- 
derably farther east.? The apostle in his spiritual visitation 
takes the same course which he was wont to take in his actual 
visits(comp. 2 John ver. 12,3 John ver. 10.) When John wrote to  . 
the seven churches, he had in his eye the example of the seven 
Catholic and the fourteen Pauline epistles (inclnding the epistle 
to  the Hebrews, which anyhow, even if not directly, fiowed from 
Paul as its source.) That John was instructed to eend to the 
chnrches, shows, notwithstanding the objections of Liicke, p. 243, 
that he wrote ont what he saw on the spot. That " the state of 
the seven chnrches of Asia appears as immediately present in the 

1 See the the Appendix in Spanheim, de nan et praestrntir nnrnirmah~rn I. p 698, 8s. 

P In the Itinemdurn Antonini the four citier follow each other in precisely the enme 
onla, eomp. Cellarins Bchwiirtz 11. p. 118 
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seven epistles," indicates nothing to the contrary, for that belongs 
to the territory of the Spirit. 

Ver. 12. And I turned round to eee the voice whichepake with 
nre. And, when I turned, I raw emen golden lampe. The see- 
ing is to be taken in the larger sense. He wished t~ learn more 
exactly about the voice, namely from whom i t  proceeded. That his 
desire lay especially upon the latter point, is evident from t,he 
turning of his head. This does not need to have been a mere 
visionary turning (Mark). The internal sense moves after the 
form of the external. John sees first the churches and then 
Christ. By this it is  implied, that he beholds Christ here only 
in a special respect, in his relation to t,he churches. That the 
seven churches are indicated by the seven lamps, is expressly de- 
clared in ver. 20. Among the furniture of the sanctuary there 
war, a candlestick with seven lamps, Ex. xxv. 37, which already 
appears in Zech. iv. as an image of the church.' It is not acci- 
dental that here seven individual lamps are set  before us. The 
candlestick with the seven lamps could not have been admitted 
here. For this since the time of Moses had been consecrated for 
all times as a symbol of the whole. But here the discourse is not of 
the whole church, but only of seven articular ch&hes, in which 
the church waa reflected indeed, though they still did not constitute 
the church-(comp. ver. 20, where the seven lamps are aaid to be 

1 Comp. the Chrirlol, on Zaoh. iv. We believe we m ~ a t  here repeatwhat n u  raid in 
the Beitr. 111. p. 645 ngarding the import of the cnt~dlustick : " An r n ~ u d r  the candle- 
stick, we have arure 8tuting.poiut in the oil. The oil tl~mugbout both Old and New 
Teatamenu ir the rymbol ofthe Spirit of Qod. But when we have detsrmiild the oil, 
we can euily determine nlro the undlmtiok ; M the k m r  of the Spirit of God it can 
only importthe cbumh, the covenant peopla 80 also the light; it c m  only indicate 
the opention8 of the Spirit of Qod, the nplritunl light, which shenms forth from b e  
8pirit.andowd community into the surrounding darknerr. Tbe nymbol in the 5 n t  in- 
r k n w  declma what the ohumh of God i, in tbe event of i u  aomrponding to its idea, 
but dong with this, at the some time, what it oughl to be. The dewription curies in its 
borom a call. This come8 dltiuctly out in the explanation of the rymbol, whioh our 
Lord himaelf giver. A h  raying in Mat?. v. 14, " Ye am the light ofthe world," he ad& 
in v a .  16," Therefore let your ligM shine befom men!' Buidta, the Saviour a@n has 
mpeot to the cnndlemtick in Luke xii. 35, and in the puabln of the rirginr. 80 also 
Paul in Phil. ii. 15. The seven nnmbnr of the lamps points KI the corenant relation. 
Seven ir in Lripture, r r  the language itself bean eridenccl, the number of the oath. 
and con~quently of the oovenrnr That the undlmtick w u  of gold denokra the glory of 
the chumh of God The bloasomr of downn, which were added u ornaments, were em- 
blematic of the chnroh'r joyful hlomoming nnd prorperity." 
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! the seven churches ; not the church a t  large, but seven individual 
chnrches selected from the whole. Without any proper right has 
Eoffmann (Weiss. und Erfdlnng, Th. 11. p. 319) drawn from the 
passage before us the conclusion, that the seven churches of Asia 
mnst have had a symbolical character, e prophetical import, since 
otherwise they could not have been represented through the sym- 
bol of the whole church. Rut this is just what has not been 
done. The seer has avoided that snpposed identification of the 
seven churches with the chnrch at large, by not speaking of the 
candlestick with the seven lamps, but of seven separate lamps. 
But under the image of seven lamps even seven individual be- 
lievers might have been represented, aa may be seen from Phil. 
ii. 15, and the parable of the ten virgins. Certainly the seven 

, churches constitute one whole, for they have Christ in their 
midst, but only a whole of the kind described in the words, 
" Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there , 
am 'I in the midst of them"- separate section of the church, 
which stood under the superintendence of John, not the whole of 
the Christian church. Hoffmann haa said, that any one who 
would see the matter more fully proved, will find in Vitringa all 
he can wish. But the reasons which have been advanced by the 
latter are equally nutenable. He rests, first of all, upon the ge- 

l neral contents of the entire book. According to ver. 1 itecon- 
bins what was shortly to come to pass. Whence the seven epis- 
tles alsomust be out and out prophetical, which can only be the 
case if the chnrches are understood to be types of the church of 
the future in its varied conditions. Rut what holds of the book 
in its general character and import, muat not simpliciter be ap- 
plied to every particnlar part. The first introdnotory and pre- 
paratory series mnst, according to the express declaration of ver. 
19, be occupied with " what is," as previous to and apart from 
that " which was afterwards to come to paas"-with a prophetic 
insight into the real state of matters in the chumhes of Asia, 
which was known only in a superficial way to common observa- 
tion, and still unperceived in its proper depth. In this, what is 

1 said of the contents of the book in general, receives its limitation 
so far as the first portion is concerned. " Must then," coutinues 
Vitringa, " the chnrches alone of the Lydian Asia have lain upon 
the heart of Christ, and not rather the churches of all Asia, nay 
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the churches of the whole world 3" For this reason he thinks 
those churches of Asia mnst have had a symbolical import. Un- 
questionably, the seven epistles addressed to them form part of 
a book, which is deatined for the whole chnrch. But nothing 
more follows from this, than that they also partake of the cha- 
racter attributed in 2 Tim. iii. 16,17, to  the whole of thescriptures 
of the Old Testament, and without which indeed, holy Scripture 
cannot be conceived to exist : " All Scripture given by inspiration 
of God, is  profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished for all God's works." But our epistles bear 
this characbr, even if we give up their prophetic import in the 
narrower sense, and place them in the same rank with the other 
apostolic epistles, which likewise refer originally and primarily 
to special relations. I n  both cases alike i t  is the part of the 

. church by means of its theological expositions to extract from the 
particular, the general, and again make application of this to the 
particular. The seven charches are no more representatives of 
all other chnrches, than were the chnrches to which the other 
apostles wrote. " What then," asks Vitringa, " are the churches 
amongst whom Christ the Lord walks 1 Are they just. those seven 
churches of Asia, or are they not rather all chnrches of all times 
and places?' But the walking of Christ among these seven 
chnrches is  to be taken positively, not exclusively. One might 
just as well conclude, that the two or three, in the midst of whom 
the Lord ha43 promised to be, mnst represent the whole church. 
When Thomas calls Christ his Lord and God, John xx. 28, or 
when Paul says, that Christ lives in him, Gal. ii. 20, no one 
surely will maintain, that they could only speak thus as types of 
the church. Finally, Vitringa still lags stress on the point, that 
the Lord concludes the epistles to the chnrches in Asia with a 
call that is addressed to all chnrches : he that has an ear to hear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith to the charches. But this very 
circumstance shews, that the churches in A ~ i a  do not represent 
the whole church. Had they done so, the Spirit wonld simply 
have needed to address them That there was only a special ap- 
plication and charge made to them of what, we are expressly told, 
belonged to the whole chnrch, was purposely designed to teach, 
that they were only parts of this great whole. But against the 
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I 
strictly prophetical character of the seven epietles, there is also 
thSs very decisive fact, that they do not a t  all contain a fnll re- 
presentation, even in its main features, of the state of the entire 
Christian church. It ie especially to be noted in this respect, that 
of the two grand hostile forces against which the Christian chnrch 
has constantly to contend, Judaism and Heathenism, standing 
related to each other as a false slavery and a false freedom of 
spirit, here i t  is only the latter which is brought into notice, and 
simply because this alone had then power and influence in the 
churches, to which the apostle wrote. Those persons, especial1 y, 
who like Vitringa descry i n  the seven epistles a prophecy of the 
seven ages of the church,' must by this consideration be reduced 
to great straits. For, among these ages there are some, in which 
the Judaiatic e1ement:has wrought the greatest devastationa in the 
church. But those also, who perceive in the epistles a pre-inti- 
mation of the church's states in the last times, cannot easily dis- 
pose of this argument. For, Judaism has a very tenacious 
existence, and will assuredly never altogether abandon the field 
to heathenism. 

Ver. 13. And in  the m a t  of the seven lump8 one who wao 
like a Son of mun, w h  waa clothed with a long robe, and  girt  
about the breaet with e goEden girdle. Bengel : " Just as Christ 
in heaven has not in himself the actual form of a lamb, or of a 
warrior on a white horse (vi. 2, six. ll), so, though he has indeed 
the human form, yet he has not that precise fashion of it, in which 
he here presents him~elf with so much splendour as tlie head of 
his church." The appearance here stands in the closest relation 
to the matter in hand. It presents before our view those aspects 
of Christ'e nature, which were adapted to the seven churches, and 
to all who are placed with them in similar states and circnm- 
rtances, on the one hand to bring them to repentance, and on 
the other to fill them with consolation and encouragement. What 
he afterwards saye to them in word, he prefigures to them in the 
first instmce through his appearance-the regular relation of ap- 
pearance and word to each other in the sacred Scriptures-so that 
the appearance bears throughout a onesided character. His glori- 

1 In oppodtion to wbioh rhia done ir d.obire,tb.t, nl rlredy indiorted, tbe order in 
wbiob the wven oblvohn stand, warn determined by 1w.l oouddentionr and 0th- of 
a like outward nature. 

9 
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on8 majesty, and his punitive righteousness, these are the aspects 
which here alone were to come distinctly into view, and these 
done beam forth on us from the following description.-Christ 
appears in the midst of the seven lamps as  the guardian and the 
judge of the church. The expression, " like a Son of man," refers 
to Dan. vii. 13, " Behold upon the clouds of heaven came one like 
a Son of man," and so, immediately suggests the most elevated 
representations. For to that person was there given the dominion, . 
the honour, and the kingdom, and all peoples, nations, and 
tongues serve him ; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which does not pass away, and his kingdom has no end. I n  the 
expression itself there is  involved a superhuman elevation. For, 
if he was only like a Son of man, there must have been another 
part of his Being, which far surpassed the human. The whole 
succeeding description serves as an explanation of the likencee to 
a Son of man, for every thing in it points to s superhnman 
nature and glory. With Christ the designation of himself as the 
Son of man had an apologetical import : be not offended a t  my 
human lowliness of form, but remember that the Son of God in 
Daniel had the appearance of a Son of man. Some, with an un- 
seasonable remembrance of the expression as uttered, by our Lord 
in the days of his flesh, understand by the Son of man precisely 
Christ himself; and explain the like by supposing that: Christ 
himself did not personally appear, but as Bossnet expresses it, 
" an angel under his form, and sent by his command." Exposi- 
tors of the Reformed Church have made use of this exposition in 
support of their party views? A personal appearance of Chriet 
here appeared to be dangerous to their doctrine of the Supper. 
But i t  is decisive against such a view, that here, as in oh. xiv. 14, 
i t  is not said, " like the," but " like a Son of man."-The robe, 
or garment, flowing down even to the feet, was not the sign merely 
of eacerdotal, but also of kingly dignity-comp. Isa. vi. 1, where 
euch a garment is represented as belonging even to  king Jehovah, 
the Lord of Hosts. The whole of the following description ex- 
hibits Chribt as king and judge, as  was done also by the original 
passage from which the expreseion, "like a Son of man," was 

1 Mark: Homo Chrirti U n c ~ m n b  Jobmni bene cognib refemna. Nque  mlm 
Ohrirhr ipw quem ooelor mpere oportet tuque rd judicii diem, dewendit in temm, Hd 
rpwicm m i  rimilem exhibuit JoLeuni. 



taken. " A king," says Bengel, "is more exalted than a priest." 
Hence Scripture also, and in particular the Revelrtion, speaks 
much oftener of the kingdom, than of the priesthood of Christ, 
even as he was not Aaron's, but David's Son." Both the long 
robe and the golden girdle have respect to Daniel x. 5, where i t  
is said of Michael or of the Logos (see on ch. xii. 7), " And I 
l i h d  up mine eyes and saw, and behold there waa a man clothed 
in linen,l and his loins were girt about with pure gold." That 
the girdle is called golden in regard to its buckle, is clear from 
1 Macc. x. 89, xi. 58, xiv. 44, where the bearing of & golden 
buckle on one's girdle, along .with being clothed in purple, a p  
pears as the mark of royal state. In respect to the phrase : 
about the breast, Bengel reluarke, " One who is busy girds him- 
self about the loins, Is. xi. 5. But he who girds himself about the 
breast, must be in a state of dignified repose. Jesus by his suf- 
ferings and death has overcome all, and so he now presents him- 
self in his glory as one girt about the breast. What profound 
reverence should fill our hearta before this incomparable majesty !" 
Yet we can scarcely ascribe this meaning to the being girt about 
the breast. I t  waa hardly to be expected, that a material devia- 
tion from Daniel should appear in the description. Christ, besides, 
appears here not in a state of rest, but of full activity. Accord- 
ing to ch. ii. 1, he walks amid the seven lamps. The seven angels 
also in ch. xv. 6, while employed in active service, are girt about 
the breast. 

Ver. 14. But hia head and hia Jmir were white a s  white wool, 
cur the snow, and his eyes as a&me of fire. The mentioning 
separately of the head and hair, while inDaniel mention is made 
simply of the hair of the head, is to be explained from the con- 
trast in respect to the feet in ver. 15--camp. 2 Sam. xi?. 25, 
where it is said of Absalom, that " from the sole of his foot even 
to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him." In ver. 
13 we have the clothing, in ver. 14 and 15  the nncqvered parts. 
The fundamental passage for the first half, is Dan. vii. 9, " I be- 
held till the thrones were placed, and the Ancient ~f days sat 
down, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head 
as fine wool." The blinding whiteness or the hair (the addition, 

1 The ova,  plural, not linen clothingpnerdly, bnt r long linen prment. 
9 2 
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" as snow," supplies the idea of glittering splendour), denotes 
not the untarnished purity of Christ, which would be out of 
place here, where he appears to enconrage and to frighten, but 
his holiness, majesty, glory, to which also we are led by the 
connection in which i t  stands with eyes like a flame of fire. 
Comp. upon whiteness as the colour of serene splendour, the 
symbolical representation of glory ch. iv. 4. John xvii. 5, . " And glorify me, 0 Father, with thyself, with , the  glory which 
I had with thee before the world was," corresponds as to mean- 
ing. The second half rests on Dan, x. 6, where i t  is said of 
Michael, the Logos, " His body was as Tarsis, his countenance 
like the lightning, and his eyes as torches of fire, and his arms 
and his feet like burning brass.". According to this passage, bp 
the eyes like a flame of fire, is denoted neither the power of vi- 
sion or the omniscience of Christ, nor his beauty, but only the 
energetic character of his punitive righteousness, in accordance 
with the common symbolism of Scripture, which uniformly em- 
ploys fire as the image of anger. For in that passage the e jes  
as torches of fire appear in the midst of warlike accompaniments, 
between the countenance like lightning, and the arms m d  feet 
like burning brass, ready to destroy everything that comes in 
their way. We are led also to the same result by a comparison 
of the other passage in Daniel vii. 9 which forms the basis of the 
first half. After the words already quoted, i t  follows there, 
" His throne was pure flame of fire, ~ n d  its wheels burned with 
fire ;" cornp. ver. 10, " A stream of fire went out from him." The 
Lord appears there to execute judgment on the world. Hie holi- 
ness and glory, shadowed forth under the colour of his clothing 
and his hair, shews that no one can escape out of his hand. His . 

punitive righteousness imaged by the flame of fire shews that he 
possesses the energetic will to punish Ilia adversaries. A similar 
combination of holiness and anger represented under the image 
of flre meets us in the descriptions given by Ezekiel, i. 27, viii. 2, 
of the Lord when appearing for judgment. The parallel passages 
also in the Revelation itself shew that the eye as  a flame of fire is 
the eye sparkling with iqdignation ; that from i t  streams forth the 
fiery zeal, which slinll consume the adversaries (Heb. x. 27) aa 
well within as without his church ; so that there comes forth the 
admonition, Be afraid, and also, Be not afraid. In  ch. xis. 12 



the words, " and his eyes are as a flame of fire," are followed by, 
"and in righteousness he judges and makes war ;" while in ver. 
1 6  he is represented as "having a sharp sword going out of hie 
mouth." In  ch, ii. 18, eyes as of a flame of fire, and fept like 
burning brass, are united together, and both appear as the ground 
a t  once of threatening aud of promise to those in Thyatiro. Woe 
to those who have against them him whose hair is white as wool 
and a s  snow, and whose eyei  are as a flame of fire. Happy they 
who have him on their side. Though the whole world should be 
leagued together against him, he can laugh them to scorn. 

Ver. 15. And his feet like clear brase, ae if they glowed in 
an oven, and hie voice aa the sound of great waters. On the 
first half Bengel says : " This has respect to his great power, , 

with which he briugs all under him, as with a bar of metal, 
which a t  the same time is burning hot, one can give a very 
powerful 'thrust. Oh, how will he tread down all his enemies I" 
Clear brass, in the sense of heat.ed brass, Chalkolibmos, is an 
enigmatical term, formed by John himself in a peculiar manner. 
For which reason the words, "as  if they glowed in an oven," are 
added by way of explanation. And hence these words, being 
merely of an explanatory character, are wanting in the second 
passage, where the Chalkolibanos occurs, ii. 18.' After the de- 

1 There c m  bt. no doubt that the CLlkolibanos correspondr to the Nechoshet KalJ 
of Ez. i. 7, where i t  is enid of the Cherubim : "And tbeg sparkle (In the feet) as the 
aspect of Nechoshet Kdal  ;" m d  In Dan. x. 0 it ie eaid of Michael : " And his urrm 
and his feet like the aspect of Nechorha Kalal." I n  thia nxpoaitom agree, only several 
suppose that Chalkolibanoa at the same time componda  to the Chrsmal, hsk, in Es. 
i. 27, while they quite in~properlp identify t h b  with the Nechorhet Kald;  see the proof 
given of the complete difference at ch. iv. 3. IS thenfore, we would determine the rlg- 
nitlcation of Chdkolibrnos, r e  murt in the first instancesettle that ofNecboshet Kald. 
Thls properly rignifies clear or light brass. But i n  the two pasnagen tbh  lo used not i n  
the rense of shining brans, bnt of brass in a glow-l~ent, w was perceived by the old trans- 
lators, the LXX. i,$zavpd*vrv, Vulg. aea cnudens, Chal. am-flammaur, ~ e a e h i r o  hlgu-  
ram.  T h u  we must think not of glittering braur, hnt of brasa in a glow-heat, nppeara, 
1, from wlmt precedes in  Daniel, " and hie b e  ww as tbe nppearance of llgl~tuing, and 
his eyer as flames of flre." 2, By comparing the passagea in Ezekiel;ch. I.  27, viii. 2, 
'' From the loins and under there wua seen M the appearance of fire.. 3, By the a-2s  
in Ez. i. 7, which signifies not glittering, but emitting qarlcs, aciutillantee. W t h  this 
result, whicb we bare obtained by n comparison of Nechoshet Kdal, a p e s  the expla- 
natory clause, " as if they glowed iu an oven ;" a:ld also that other, " h ~ s  h e t  are w 
pillars of flre," in cb, x 1. Having thru ascertained the sense, we shall not nesd to be 
i n  doubt as to the derivation. The only legitimate derivation i r  that from xuArbr, 
bnur, and 3 ~ 5 ,  whitmess, here ueed of the whitish glitter of much heated brass. its, 
according to Bnxtorf, means rlbare, album, crndens, ignitum reddere, candefacere ; l?ai 
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scription of the more important features, there follows now what 
else seemed worthy of notice in'the appearance-the voice, what 
he had in his right hand, and what proceeded out of his month, 
last of all his countenance like the sun, far transcending the splen- 
dour of the stars in his right hand. The voice, from the connec- 
tion is  that with which he chides his enemies whether within or 
without the church, and which for them utters the thundering 
and destructive cry, Thus fat, bnt nb farther. The voice ns the 
voice of many waters," is from Dan. x. 6, " and the voice of his 
words like a great clamour," coupled with Ez. xlii. 2, " And his 
voice was the voice of many wat,ers." Comp. also Ps. xcii. 3, 4. 
The world-power breaks forth like a tempestuous sea; but more 
glorious than the sea with its swelling waves is the Lord in the 
height, and he loudly utters his voice. 

Ver. 16. And had eeven stars in hi8 righl hand; and out of 
hie mouth went a elrat71 two-edged eword, and hie face ahone aa 
the sun in ite etrength. I n  accordance with the uniform sym- 
bolical usage of the Revelation, the stars denote rulers ; comp. 
upon the stars as symbols of a ruler's greatness and glory, at ch. 
vi. 13, xii. 4. .By the explanation given in ver. 20 the seven 
stars signify the overseers of the seven churches. The repre- 
sentations of these under th'is symbol certainly accords ill with 
the view of those, who maintain the democratic-character of the 
Christian polity. " Pure society-oficials, whose authority flowed 
from no other source than that of tire church itself," who " were 
simply the church's presidents and nothing more," could not possi- 

metallorum in igne candefactio. Examples of similar bastard-words are given by Bo- 
chnrt Hieroz. 111. p. 900, Lips. The supposition of such n peculiar cumpositlon is here 
attended with the less difticulty, as the fact of the words nowhere occurring except here 
and in ch. ii. 18, places it  beyond a dnubt that John had formed it, and M the appended 
explanatiol~ also shows, that it  wm of an enigmatical description. Accordingly a quite 
ordinary derivation, such as that of Bitsig, who has revived the old exploded opinion 
that xaAroXi+o~ stands for xaAro~Xi~avor ,  has the prerrumptioa not for, but against 
i t  I n  the formation of xaXroXipavoo we aro presented with a #mall image of the inner- 
moat nature of the Apocdypm. The singular manner i n  which tho Hebmw and tbr 
Hellenic are fared together in it, proved anciently a stone uf stumbling to the exiating 
theology of the Qmek church, on which many actually fell. Those whome calling it 
i n  to reveal the seoreta of God, delight sometimes to stamp on their produclionr, even in  
the individual and the external, something of a myskrious, enigmatical churckr. I n  
Ieslah, Jeremiah, ZeohuiL, not a little of this is to be found. Even the Gospel of 
John, and i t  alone nmong tbe G w p e l 8 , p ~ n t s  something similar to t h i ~ ;  for example, 
&char for Sychem in c11. iv. 5 : ree my Beitr. 11. p. I. 
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bly have been represented under the symbol of stars. This quite 
plainly betokens a pow@ over the community, as does also the 
circumstance, that generally a double symbol is given for the 
rulers and the spiritual community, which strangely disagrees 
with the view now somnch cried up ; and still further, the strength 
and greatness of the charges, which are given in the epistles to 
the rulers, which necessnrily imply the elevation of their office. 
For only to whom much is given, can much be reguired of them. 
It is equally a t  variance with the view now currently entertaiued, 
what Paul says, in Acts xx. 28, to the elders of the c,hurch of 
Ephesns : " Take heed therefore to .yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made yon overseers, 
40 feed the church of God," if only i t  is viewed with an nnpreju- 
diced eye, and'not in the light of this present time, which is so 
much averse to all restraints both of law and authority. That 
Christ has the stars,  in his right hand, marks his unconditional 
power over them. No one can deliver them out of his hand, when 
he will punish ; but no one can plnck them out of his hand, if 
they remain faithful. Comp. John x. 28, 29, " And I give to 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
one pluck them out of my hand. My Father who gave them me 
is greater than all, and no one cm plnck them out of my Father'a 
hand." That we are not in a partial manner to lay stress merely 
on the protection, is clear from the two-fold respect in general 
that the descriptions of Christ bear. In  ch. ii. 1, the words, 
" who holds the seven stars in his right hand," must lay the 
foundation for the threatening in ver. 5 not less than for the 
promise in ver. 7. But ch. iii. 1 is quite decisive, as there threat- 
ening and judgment greatly preponderate.-Oat of his mouth 
goes a sharp two-edged sword. This is an image, not of the 
saving etlcacy, but of the destroying power of the word, which 
proceeds from the Almighty. It denotes the resistless energy 
of Christ's power in punishing his enemies, alike internal and 
external. This is clear from ch. ii. 12, compared with ver. 16, 
where the two-edged sword is directed against the false seed 
in the church, and from xix. 21, where i t  brings destruction 
to the antichristian heathen power. The proper fundamental 
passage is Isa. xlix. 2. There, the servant of the Lord Christ 
says, " And he has made my mouth like a sharp sword," q. d. 
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he has invested me with his omnipotence, so that my word, 
like his, brings irresistible destruction to my enemies. Camp. 
li. 16, where the Lord says to his servant, "I put my word 
into thy mouth" ( I  endow thee with my allliighty word), " that 
thou mayest plant the heavens and lay the foundations of the 
earth (mightest bring in an entirely new state of things, a. total 
revolution, mightest introduce a well-ordered instead of a disor- 
dered world), and say to Zion, Thou ar t  my people" (mightest 
rais'e the church from the dust of humiliation to a state of glory). 
Besides this undoubted allusion to the Old Testament fundamen- 
tal passages, there is also, es appears, a reference to Heb. iv. 12, 
" For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than a 
two.edged sword, piercing even to  the dividing asunder of sod 
and spirit, and joints and marrow, and is a judge of the thoughts. 
and intents of the heart."' The word of God, by which he ex- 
cludes sinners of the present day from mlvation, and dooms them 
to destruction, as he once did those of former ages (comp. 6) is 
not a dead, impotent word, a mere threatening, but such an one 
se immediately carries i ts  fulfilment along with i t  ; according to 
that, " He spake and i t  was done." By the sword being repre- 
sented as going out of the mouth of Christ, or by the destructive 
power being attributed to his mew word, he appears as one pos- 
sessiug divine power. For i t  belongs to God to slay with the, 
word of his mouth, Hoe. vi. 6 ; in the Wisdom of Solomon, God's 
almighty word is described as a sharp sword, which fills all with 
death ; and the same subject is discoursed of in Heb. iv. 12. 
Other expressions are used to describe Christ's participation in 
this divine prerogative, in Isa. xi .  4, " And he smites the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his  lip^ he 
slays the wicked," and in 2 Thess. ii. 8, which refers to that p a -  
sage in Isaiah. Woe to the Seven Stars, if they have against 
them Him out of whose mouth proceeds a sharp, two-edged 
sword ! Bnt happy if he stands on their side ! They shall 
then no longer faint before the world, however formidable may be 
the attitude it assumes against them ! A glance to the sharp, 
two edged sword, and they are filled with coneolation !-The face 

1 It is only in theoe two pnragem that the expmoion p & p c p a  d i a ~ o p o e  ocoum in the 
New Testament. Nor ir there any paserge of the Old Testament which ie related in 
thought, Ilks Heb. iv. 12, lo the one before us. 
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of Christl i s  aa the sun shining in his strength, when no clouds, 
vapour, or damps, veil his splendonr in the clear sky. On the 
sun as a symbol of the glory of the Lord, see on ch, xii. 1. That 
the visage is here first thought of, can only have arisen ffom the 
respect had to the  stars, which pervades the whole description of 
Christ's appearance. cc There is one glory of the sun, and an- 
other glory of the moon, and another glory of the stare," 1 Cor. 
xv. 4 1  ; and as the splendour of the sun is to that of the stars, so 
does the glory of Christ imlpensely transcend that of his servants 
in his kingdom. I n  ch. xii. 1, also, the sun and r crown of stars 
are put together. Bengel : " I n  the visible world there is  no 
brightness like the sun's. A person born blind, who in other re- 
spects was richly endowed, declared that he would be content to 
be blind, if he could only see the sun for a little, as he had heard 
such wonderful things of it. We are in the constant habit of 
seeing this glorious body, but we cannot fail to regard i t  aa pre- 
eminently an image of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. In  
the days of humiliation and suffering, his face was spit npon, 
etmck, treacherously kissed ; but now i t  is full of brightness. 
This King sl~all we sometime see in his beauty, and conee- 
quently shall be like him." 

Ver. 17. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet ae one d d ,  
and he laid his right hand on me, and raid: Fear not. John 
understands the twofold aspect of the appearance, recognizes that 
the glory of the Lord and the energy of his righteousness have 
the church as well as the world for the field of their operations, 
and, forgetting his prophetical office, penetrated by the feeling of 
his personal sinfnlness, sinks overwhelmed to the ground. Rut 
He, who once also in the days of his flesh, when he was trans- 
figured before his disciples, and his countenance shone as the sun, 
and they fell npon their face and were greatly afraid, had in so 
gentle and powerful a manner touched them and said, " Arise, 
and be not affaid" (Matt. xvii. 6, 7), the same here also laid hold 
of his servant. Rengel : " Before the sufferings of Jesus, John 
enjoyed such confidential intimacy with him, that he lay in his 
bosom during the feast of the last Supper; and now, scarcely 

1 That the d $ ~ t  is tobs taken hem in tho sense of face, ie plain h m  tho parallel pa& 
srge, ch. x. 1: Kal r d  . r p d a o r o v  d ~ r o g  JV 6 ~AwI .  lohn done in the New Testament 
usen d$w, and both here and in the otlrer pmagea, Gospl xi. 44, vii. 24, only in  the 
r u e  eignification of face. 
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sixty years after, was this elder, this aged apostle, eo over- 
whelmed with a look. What'a brightness must there have been 
in the appearance of 'the Lord !" How deep, we add, must the 
conscience of daily sin also be in the very holiest ! That John, 
when he saw Christ, fell down a t  hie feet as one dead, forms a 
practical commentary on his words, 1 John i. 8, " If we say, we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in ue." 
That Christ laid his right hand npon him and said, "Fear not," 
in this is found a proof of the trnth declared in the words that 
immediately follow, " I f  we confess our sins, he is  fait.hfu1 and just 
to forgive our sins, and purifies us from all unrighteousness." 
Had John not been free from reigning sin, and trnly penitent in 
regard to his sins of infirmity, he could not have received the 
comfort of the address,_bidding him not to fear. Under the Old 
Testament, such immediate intercouree with heavenly beinge, 
even with angels (Dan. viii. 17, 18, Luke ii. l o ) ,  but most of all 
with the Lord and his Revealer, especially when he appeared in 
his glorious Majesty, filled with a profound terror the minde even 
of his holiest servants. The fervid appearance of the Lord's 
glory which Iaaiah saw, ch. vi. (comp. ver. 4, " And the house 
was full of amoke, from the fire on the golden altar), primarily had 
respect, not to him, but to the nngodly people to whom he was 
going to be sent as a messenger of wrath. Yet even he cried ont 
on beholding it, " Woe is me, for I am undone, for I am a man 
of nnclean lips, and I dwell among a people of nnclean lips, and 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." Ezekiel, in . 

ch, i .  28, falls npon his face when the Lord appears to him in his 
bnrning glory, although the indignation waa kindled not against 
him, but against incomgible sinners, comp. iii. 23, xlii. 3. Da- 
niel falls down, ch. viii. 17, 18, when Gabriel comes to him, in 
utter impotence on the ground, but the angel touches him and 
raises him up again, so that he is able to stand. But Dan. x, 7, 
se., comes nearest to the passage before us. Daniel falls on the 
ground when he sees Michael, the angel of the Lord, in his burn- 
ing glory, '# and lo ! a hand tonched me and set me on my knees, 
and on my hands." I n  regard to the laying bold here with the 
right hand, what Hirvernick has remarked on that passage of 
Daniel is quite applicable : " A s  the result and object of the 
touching with the hand, we hare not merely to think of the rais- 



ing up of Daniel, which always presuppoees a strengthening that 
had already been experienced, but the entire agency of the angel 
ae manifesting itself in beneficent working toward Daniel (attactus 
aanitatem e t  rim conferens, Geier), of which the outward touch 
is to be regarded as the symbol." Bengel says : " I n  former 
times the Lord Jesus had healed mnch sickness, and strengthened 
mnch weakness by the laying on of his hand, and in the same 
manner he imparts here to John a plentiful snpply of living 
energy. How gently and graciously was this done to John I" 

Ver. 18. I am the firet and  the Zuet ; and  the living, and I 
waa dead, and  behoId I a m  alive for evermore, and  I haue the 
keys of hell and of death. After the fear had been removed 
from the Seer, he is directed to the consolatory and elevated im- 
port, which the appearance of the Lord of glory has for him and 
for the church he represents, the care and burden of which he 
bears upon his heart, whose microcosm he in a manner was. 
Fear not, but rather hope, be confident and rejoice, for, etc. 
Three glorious predicates meet us here, which are each fitted to 
inspire a joyful hope, the first and the la&, the living, thebpos- . 
sessor of the keys of death and of hell.-The expression, " I am the 
first and the last," is used in Isaiah three times of Jehovah, xli. 
4, xliv. 6, xlviii. 12 ; and three times also in this book of Christ, 
comp. ii. 8, xxii. 13. That i t  expresses what ie included in full 
Godhead, appears from Isa. xliv. 6, "I  am the first and the last, 
and besides me there is no God." That his being the jiret refere 
to the creation of the world, is clear from Isa. xlviii. 13, where 
the word is explained by " I, my hand has founded the earth, and 
my right hand has stretched out the heaven, I call to them and 
they stand forth together." 1 am the jiret-for in the beginning 
was the Word ; all things have been made by him, and without 
him was nothing made that was made, John i. 1-and 80 I a k o  
am the laet : all that haa been made shell a t  the end lie a t  my 
feet, and no one that abides in me needs to vex himself about i t ;  
comp. on ch; i. 8.-The living is also a peculiarly divine predicate, 
and especially, he who livea for evemore. The latter is used in 
ch. iv. 9, 10, x. 6, of the Most High God on the ground of Deut. 
x u i i .  40. Purposely and intentionally, everything is in the 
Revelation attributed to Christ which belongs to the Supreme 
God, in order to exhibit the truth that he is equal to God in 

8 
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power and glory. The living is a t  the same time the life-giving ; 
comp. on ch, vii. 2. " If Christ lives, what can trouble me 1" 
Christ himself said in John xiv. 19, " I live and ye shall live also." 
His life is the pledge to his church that she cannot remain 
in death.-That Christ had been dead, so far from subvert- 
ing the truth, that he is the living and the life-giving, is 
rather a security for it. His life has the more gloriously mmi- 
fested itself by the victory over death in the resurrection. And 
for his chnrch i t  was through his death and his resurrection that 
he first properly became the source of life.-Christ has the keys 
of death and of hell. He opens and no one shuts, he shuts and 
no one opens, according to ch. iii. 7, and Isa. xxii. 22, " And I 
give the key of the house of David upon his shoulder, and he 
opens and no one shuts, and he shnts and no one opens." By 
virtue of his absolute power of the keys he shuts death and hell 
for his people, that they may not go thither ; he opens them for 
Satan and his servants, and thrusts these down thither, comp. 
ch. xx. 1, ss. From the connection, only that kind of death can 
be thought of which is a real evil, and the object of fear. But 
this bodily death in itself is not according to the New Testament 
point of view. We are led to the same result also by the con- 
nection of death with hell, Hades. In  the Revelation, and gener- 
ally, Hades is brought into notice only in respect to dead einnere ; 
see on vi. 8. This renders i t  manifest, that natural death is here 
to be thought of not simply in itself (since i t  may evcn be a great 
good, a passage into life), but in so far only as i t  is the punish- 
ment of sin and is associated with the second death. From this 
Christ keeps his own by keeping them stedfnst amid the trials 
and persecutions which Satan and the world bring upon them, so 
that they are not tempted above measure.-Bengel : " To these 
descriptions, contained in ver. 13-18, the titles of our Lord in 
the epistles to the seven cliurches refer, especially those in the 
four first. Still, there is much in the description which is not ex- 
pressly repeated in the titles, and much again in t.he titles, espe- 
cially in the four last epistles, which is not to be found in the 
description." 

Ver. 19. Write therefore what thou haet eeen, and what ie, 
and what e k l l  be done afterula~de. The therefore, which is 
ranting in Luther, is the connecting. link with ver. 11 : Since 

a 



therefore thy fear has been removed, do what I now enjoin thee. 
Bengel : " After John bad been raised up, the command to writs 
was with emphasis repeated, and the discourse of our Lord, which 
had been interrupted, was continued." The execution of that 
command is to be understood r s  first taking place a t  the end of 
cb. iii., after John had fully received the commission. Bengel 
says : " When this was uttered, John immediately wrote what 
with us forms the first chapter. The second abd third chapters 
were afterwards dictated to him." But according to this view 
the description of what John saw would not he connected with 
the salutation. John must first write what he saw. It is  this 
which we find written in ch. i. 11-18. He had seen the Lord 
as light and as fire in his surpassing glory and in the glow of his 
fiery indignation, rich in help for his own people, threatening 
destruction to the world as hostile to God and Cl~rist, and to the 
unfaithful among his professing people-had seen also the seven 
stars in his hand, and the seven golden candlesticks, in the midst 
of which he walked.-He mnst further write what is. He must 
unfold the internal s k t a  of the seven angels and the seven 
churches, a s  is  done in the seven epistles. This also is an im- 
portant object of prophecy, with which the holy men of the Old 
Testament occupied themselves as much aa with the unveiliug of 
the fature. The veality of things is not less concealed from the 
natural eye than the hture.  Loadicea said, " I am rich and have 
need of nothing, and knew not that she was wretched, m d  miser- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked." " I f  you all prophecy, 
and the& come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is  
convinced of all, he is  judged of all. And thus are the secrets 
of his heart made manifest ; and 80 falling down on his face he 
will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth" (1 
Cor. xiv. 24, 26.)--John, finally, mnst write what shall be done 
afterwar&. This is the second part of the contents of the eeren 
epistles. Along with discoveries of the real state of the churches, 
these contain announcements of the coming of the Lord, threaten- 
ings against the insincere, promises to  those who should over- 
come, all in close connection with the condition of the particular 
angels and their several churches.-The explanations of the verse 
that deviate h m  the one now given rest upon the suppoeition, 
already proved to be erroneous, that we have here the introduc- 
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tion to the whole book. They all agree in conceiving the words 
before us to contain the plan of the entire Apocalypse. But the 
groundlessness of this supposition can be easily pointed out. 
First., in ver. 11, i t  is said, " What thon seest, write in a book." 
Here, on the other hand, " What thou sawest, and what is, and 
what shall be afterwards.'' The command here is a resumption 
of the command in ver. 11, as the threfore plainly shews. So 
that all the three things named here mnst be comprehended under 
the description there of " What thou seest." What was already 
seen were the seven lamps with the Lord in their midst, and the 
seven stars. The things described as being, and as going to be here- 
after, cannot be referred to the indeterminate, but mnst be under- 
stood of the object of the seeing, and through this reference mnst 
receive their more immediate determination, and their inclusion in 
the " what thou seest" of ver. 11. The word must point to the 
present state of the lamps and stars in their relation to the Lord 
and their future fate. Then, i t  is only in the view now adopted 
that ver. 20 fits properly in to the preceding context. I t  drags 
behind in a quite unsuitable manner, if in the words, " what is 
and what shall be done afterwards," tbe reference to the lamps 
and to the stars is given up. To these considerations we may 
still add the special reasons, which are furnished by the other 
explanations. Bengel and others refer the things which John 
saw to ch. i. 11-18 ; the " what is" to the seven epistles ; the 
" what ahall be hereafter," to ch. iv, 1 onwards to the end of the 
book. But the " what is" would very imperfectly indicate the 
contents of the epistles. These are taken up, in their iromises 
and threatenings, with that also which shall be hereafter. Be- 
sides, the epistles represent " what is" not generally, but only in 
respect to the seven churches. But if we derive here the limi- 
tation from the preceding context, then we mnst also limit the 
import of " what shall be afterwards." Finally, i t  is against the 
reference of this last clause to the portion iv. 1 to the end, that 
we have there an entirely new beginning, new in respect to the 
state of inspiration and new in respect to the scene. Still weaker 
is another exposition : " what thon hast seen," ch. i. 11-18, 
what (it) is, what is thereby signified, and " what shall be done 
afterwards," ch. iv. 1-22, v. The necessity for shoving in an it 
is alone a proof of the arbitrariness of this mode of expla- 
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nation; and then the contraat, what thou sawest, and what 
i t  is, is a strange one. John had seen nothing else than 
@ritual lamps, and upirituca2 stars. The are snits well, comp. 
ver. 20, but not in the sense in which i t  is here taken. The 
what is, and the what shall be done afterwards, also plainly form 
a contrast-the present and the future that is yet to be deve- 
loped'out of it. Lastly, accordiug to this exposition, the very 
thing would be passed over in silence, which comes oat so pro- 
minently in what follows, the reference to the present state of 
the churches. The whole meaning of the epistles is destroyed 
by it. These receive the character of a non-essential intercala- 
tioxt, to which no respect is had in the plan. 

Vet. 20. The mystery of the seven stars, which thou sawwt 
in my right hand, and the seven golden lamps. The seven 8tar8 
are angeb of the seven churches, and the seven hmp8 are 8svm 
churchea. John must write the mystery of the seven stag, and 
what in respect to them is now and shall come to pass afterwards. 
For only when this should have been written, would the mystery 
of the seven stars be fally brought out. We should know little 
of them if we merely learned what is said of tbem in the preced- 
ing description. Ch. ii. 1 ,  ss., is bat a epecialieing of the com- 
mand, which is given here generally ; not : and write further to 
the angel, but: write therefore. The explanation : the seven 
stars are, etc. by this view comes in quite naturally and easily. 
The words " the myste y-golden lamps," are not put aa if for the 
purpose of attaching thereto the explanation, so that they perform 
the service merely of a peg. They are necessary in order to de- 
termine more exactly thesphere of the " what thou sawest, what . 
is and shall be done afterwards," and cutting off for the at- 
tentive every kind of false meaning. By mystery, secret is always 
meant in the New Testament (see for example Matth. xiii. 11, 
Eph. v. 32, and here ch. x. 7, xvii. 6, 7), "the great eecreta 
which only God's Spirit can unfoldw-the things and doctrines 
which are plainly inaccessible to the natural man, which cannot 
be apprehended excepting by fellowship with the Triune God and 
on the ground of his internal and external Revelation. It 
belongs to the nature of a mystery, that even after its objec- 
tive revelatioh i t  should remain beyond the apprehension .of those, 
who hare not opened their heart to receive t,he Holy Spirit; 
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ae, in spite of the revelations given by John, the fleshly and im- 
penitent in the seven churches still continned to grope on in 
darkness in regard to the stars and the lamps, entertaining con- 
cerning them the most earthly and superficial views. The mys- 
tery never consists of things, in which the difficulty is  of a merely 
formal nature, and capable of being removed by an explanation. 
Such would be an enigma, but no secret. Accordingly, the mys- 
tery of the seven stars, and of the seven lamps, waa not described 
or made known by the following explanation, but by the con- 
munications, which are contained in ch. ii. and iii.-by the die- 
covery there given of the most concealed depths of the heart, and 
the disclosure of the future, in regard to which mere natural 
knowledge is involved in the strangest illusions. The formal ex- 
planation of the stars and the lamps, which immediately follows, 
is only to be regarded ae a sort of hasty sketch, serving to intro- 
duce and prepare the way for the more extended illnetration of 
the secret which is given in ch. ii. and iii.-In this formal ex- 
planation the question first of all arises, whether the disconree is 
of angels or of messengers of the seven chnrches. The b h w  
of itself can signify both ; bnt there can be no doubt we must 
render : the seven stars are angeb of the seven churches. I n  
support of this thero is, first of aU, the fact that this word, which 

. eo often occurs in the Revelation, is always found in the sense of 
angel. Then the connection, in which in the Old Testament 
stars and angels not rarely occur, ae forming together the heavenly 
hosts of God-4omp. for example, Pe. ciii. 20, 21. Further, when 
we explain here : the angels of the churches, we have no room to 
doubt from whom the sending proceeds; the angels are God's 
messengers, the angels of the churches could only be the angels 
whom God had sent to the chnrches, and had intrusted with the 
charge of them. Comp. Matth. xviii. 10, " See that ye despise 
not one of these little ones, for I eay to you, that their angels do 
always behold the face of their Father in heaven ;" according to 
which the angel of any one is the angel to whom the charge ok 
him is intrusted; Acts xii. 16. But, on the other hand, the 
messengers of the churches could only be those whom the 
churches themselves had sent or their commieeioners. We must 
then, with Vitringa and those who have followed him, think of 
an ofice in the Christian charch, nnalogoas to that which had 
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existed in the Jewish, that of 7 7 ~  vm&, the deputies of the 
church. Bengel was drawn into this opinion, and remarks, 
" There waa in each of the seven churches, which were doubtlese 
planted after the Iaraelitish stem, a single president, who was 
named by the Hebrews the angel or deputy of the church, and 
who by virtue of hie office represented the church." But this. 
opinion, into which Vitringa was betrayed by his zeal for making 
out the parallel between the Christian and the Jewish constitntion 
of the church, appears on every account untenable. There is no 
trace to be found elsewlere of such an oface having been trans- 
ferred to the Christian church, The historically known yresidenta 
of the early churches had nothing to do with the " deputy of the 
churches." The place of the latter waa quite a subordinate one, 
that of a mere clerk to conduct the devotions of the congregation. 
The symbol of the stars, which indicates an authoritative power 
over the churches, would have been altogether unsuitable aa a 
designation of such a person. The angels or meeeengers of the 
chumhes appear throughout the seven epistlee as the soul of these. 
But this " the deputies of the chnrches" were not a t  all, a t  least 
not aa distinguished *om the churches themselves, which are here 
indeed represented under a separate symbol, that of the lamps. 
Contradistinguished from the churches, which were represented by . 
them, they had next to no importance. If, then, we must not 
think of " the deputies of the chnrches," but only of the memen- 
gers of God to the chnrches, we must translate : the angels of the 
churches. But the further question arises: Is the name of GoS8 
heavenly meeeengers merely tramjerred to his earthly on&, o r  
are real angels meant ? Were we to adopt the former opinion, 
then we could understand the object of the transference to be, to 
bring clearly and prominently out the principle from above, to re- 
mind the president of the dignity of his office, of the responsibility 
of hie position, and the solemnity of his account. The idea of 
such a transference may the more readily be adopted, as we find 
also in the Old Testament undoubted examples and specimens of 
it. In Eccl. v. 6, " Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to 
tin (by attering a vow which thou haat not shength to fulfil) ; and 
my not before the angel, It is an error (think not, that thou 
canat undo the evil by an eaay, It is an error) ; wherefore should 
God be angry a t  thy voice, and destroy the work of thy hands 1" 

h 
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There the priesthood is denoted the angel, in order to mark llis 
high dignity and the impropriety of any thing like levity in his 
presence. He s w d s  as God's representative, comp. 2 Cor. v. 
20, and the LXX. and the Syriac have precisely : before God. 
We must not render: before the messenger, for one knows not 

. then, whose messenger. The angel, i~nplies that the sending is 
of God. In  Mal. iii. 1, " Behold I send my messenger before 
thee," i t  is better on account of the reference there to Ex. xxiii 
20, to translate, " Behold I send my angel," than " Behold I send 
my messenger." From t11e subject i t  is impossible that any thing 
but an earthly meesenger can be meant, the prophet, the whole 
band of divine messengers who should prepare the way for the ap- 
pearance of the Saviour, and herald the approach of t.he kingdom of 
grace (see Christology on Mal. iii. 1.) But the nameof the heavenly 
messenger was employed to designate the earthly, that the grace 
of God, the supernatural origin of the provisions connected with 
snlvation, and the dread responsibility of rejecting what was to 
be provided, might be more distinctly brought into view. If we 
must, therefore, translate, "my angel," which is also justified 
by the relation of the angel there to the angel of the covenant in 
what immediately follows, then we must understand of the angel 
of the Lord what is said in oh. ii. 7,8, " For the priest's lips 
mast keep knowledge, and they should seek the I r w  a t  his mouth ; 
for he is the angel (commonly, the messenger) of the Lord of 
Hosts." For, the two passages stand closely related to each 
other. And if in these three passages the messenger must give 
way to the angel, so in Isa. xlii. 19, we shonld also translate, 

Who is blind but my eervant, and deaf as the angel, whom I 
send?" i n  Isa. xliv. 26, " Who fultlls the word of his servant, 
and executes the counsel of his angel ;" in Hag. i. 13, " And he 
spake to Haggai, the angel of the Lord, in a message of the 
Lord to the peopleH-the rather so as 'IN&, in so far as i t  
is used of divine messengers, ehewhere always denotes only 
angels. 

The other opinion, that in the yaesage before us real angels 
are meant, has recently been defended by Ziillig and De Wette. 
The angel mast be the guardian angel of the community, " as in 
Daniel every nation has its ruling angel, and according to the 
Rabbinlr an angel is placed over every people." " But always," 
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remarks Ziillig, " are these angels in the mind of the poet him- 
self nothing more than imaginary existences, and prosaically con- 
sidered they are simply the personified communities themselves." 
And De Wette also thinks that as to meaning the angel is the 
spiritual community, or the spiritual substance of the commnnity, 
" eo that one may say with Arethas, the angel is just the com- 
munity or charch itself." 'We must, however, deoide entirely for 
the jiret view, for the transference of the mere name of the angel 
to the overseers of the several churches. Against the view, which 
wonld understand it of real angels, and of these as figurative per- 
sonifications of the churches, important considerations have been 
urged by Rothe (Th. I. p. 423): " There would therefore be one 
image or symbol used to express another, and the stare would be 
the symbol of a symbol. Besides, the angels and the churches 
would stand immediately beside each other, and of both i t  would 
be spoken in one and the same sentence, that they are to be un- 
derstood under the symbols of the stars and the lamps ; yet of 
these two symbolized objects must one only be a reality, and the 
other a mere symbol ! And not only so, but this symbol be the 
symbol of the reality placed in immediate juxtaposition with i t  I" 
We add, still another consideration. No valid objection can be 
urged against the supposition of angels as purely ideal form. 
Such ideal beings unquestionablg occur in this book itself, in ch. 
xvi. 5, where mention is made of the angel of the waters in a 
figurative sense ; in ch. xiv. 8, where the angel who has power over 
fire is spoken of; in ch. xxi. 12, where the idea of the Lord's 
protecting guardianship over the new Jerusalem is viewed as em- 
bodied in the twelve angels that stand a t  itlr gates. To these 
passages may be added ch. v. 4 of John's Gospel, which has 
proved so great a stumbling block to prosaic copyiste and exposi- 
tore, in which the symbolical mode of contemplation breaks forth 
in the midst of the simple narrative of facts, such aa could only 
be expected with the Seer among the evangelists. Bnt if the Seer 
introduced here such purely ideal angelic forms, i t  could only have 
been ae eubodiments and pereonificatione of the power of God as 
exercised in behalf of the churches. Angels, however, as they are 
here coneidered beings of a higher sphere, to whom epistles are 
addremd, who are partly rich and partly poor, partly shdfaet, partly 

h 2 
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lukewarm, partly admonished to be faithful, and to repent, who have 
a local habitation (ch. ii. 13), who, as the admonition to be faith- 
ful unto death presupposes, could die--such are a nonentity for 
which not the leaat analogy is  to be found in Scripture. Against 
the supposition that angels are personifications of the churches, 
it may further be stated, that the symbol of the stars isalone de- 
cisive, a symbol which does not fitly apply to the churches, but 
only to tbe presidents ; as also the praise which is bestowed on 
the angel of the church of Ephesus on account of his contending8 
against false teachers-a feature which only snits those who had 
the charge and oversight. There are other things also tending 
in the same direction, such as the wife of the angel in Thyatira, 
Jeeebel, which will come under consideration when we reach the 
particular parta. 

There is still a third question, whether under the angels of the 
churches single individuals are to be understood, bishops accord- 
ing to a wide-spread opinion, or rather the directorship in these, 
so that the angel, though in each case formally but one, still de- 
noted in reality a number of persons. We must here decide for 
the ~ a t t k r  view. It hae on its side the passages already quoted 
from the Old. Testament, in which, by the ideal person of an  
angel, the whole body of priests and prophets is denoted. But 
still more decisive is  t.he argument that, by referring i t  to a single 
individual, the bishop, one cannot be right ae to the grounds on 
which several expositors, from Salmasius downwards, have sought 
to shew, that  between the angels and the churches no material 
difference could exist. The position of an individual, however im- 
portant i t  may be, is still not of such a kind that through his per- 
son the community might be so immediately addressed, that he 
might so unconditionally be considered aa its soul, and their re- 
pentance or their fidelity be regarded ae so dependent on his: 
If, on the other hand, we understand by the angels the whole 
church ofPlcers, all without distinction who were set apart to the 
service of the church, this difficulty entirely disappears. Let  i t  
only be considered how John, in the narrative formerly given, 
makes the bishop responsible for individual souls, how Paul, in 
Acte xx. 28, regarded the elders of Ephesne ae those on whom 
the spi'ritual state of the church entirely depended, how he calls 
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them to lay to heart the high responsibility of their otiice, so that 
only if they watched, tended, admonished every one day and night 
with tears, could they be pure from the blood of all men. Let  
the language also be compared, in which Peter in his 5rst epistle, 
ch. v. 1-6, writes to the elders as  " ensamples of the flock." We 
must not, however, stand morely a t  the college of the elders, the 
presbytery of 1 Tim. iv. 14, aa Polycarp begins his epistle to the 
Philippians : " Polycarp and the elders that are with him, to the 
church of God which dwells a t  Philippi," but, on the ground of 
what is indicated in ch, ii. 19, we must also add the deaconship, 
as Ignatius, in the enperscription of his epistle to the Philadel- 
phians, says, " especially if you are a t  one with the bishop, and 
the presbyters and deacons that are with him." I f  the angels 
are considered thus, the passage oh. ii. 5 can eaaily be understood, 
" Repent ; else I will come to thee quickly, and remove thy lamp 
out of its place." I f  all, that hold office in an organized church 
have become degenerate, the charch itself must have sunk iuto a 
low condition, and every thing be ripe for judgment.-As to the 
question regarding the age of episcopacy, nothing certain can be 
obtained from what is said here of the angels. Whether we have 
to think of the state, which presenta itself to us in Acts xx., as 
still continuing,--a college of presbyters on a footing of equality, 
or whether a bishop with more or less of superior power already 
stood a t  the head, we hare no sufficient data for determining.- 
I n  conclusion, we must throw some light upon the view which haa 
been set forth by Rothe, I. p. 425, " W e  have here, in fact,, al- 
ready the idea of an individual personality, in which the mani- 
foldness of the church comes forth as  in its true common expres- 
sion and life-organ, aa in its proper concrete oneness, and attain8 
to its united consoiousnesa ; in short, we have the idea of the 
bishop though this idea had not yet found its realization-the 
bishop was still only a purely ideal pereon." On the other hand 
we remark, that this connection of an idea and of a real exist- 
ence, lamps or churches, would certainly be of a very rare de- 
scription. Christ must then have had seven ideas in his hand. 
By snatching a t  this idea the real church officials would be left 
out of account. And then what was said against the actual 
bishop must equally hold against the ideal one : the identification 
of the angel with the commanity would be inexplicable, if by the 
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former a single individual were meant. Between a particular in- 
dividual and the whole' of the community many differences, and 
even entire contrasts, must exist aa to praise and blame. 

INTKODlJCTION TO THE SEVEN EPISTLES. 

Now follow the seven epistles, for which all atter the three 
first verses has been only of an introductory and preparatory na- 
ture. The blessed Paul marka i t  in 1 Cor. xiv. 25 aa one of the 
most important purposes of prophecy to make manifest the secrete 
of the heart. Scripture declares salvation only to those who form 
the true church of the Lord, who lire in the Spirit. But along- 
with the promise the admonition always goes hand in hand, and 
always the more disposed the false seed are to appropriate 
to themselves what belongs only to the true. To Isaias, 
for example, the commission waa given in the second part of his 
prophecies to comfort the people of God, by announcing the ap- 
proaching manifestation of the Lord. But with the announce- 
ment of salvation the call to repent, and the admonition to be 
faithful, is constantly combined ; comp. for example, ch. Ivi. 1, 
" Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment and do justice, for my 
salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed ;" 
ch. lviii, 1, " Cry aloud,*spare not, lift up thy voice like a tram- 
pet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of 
Jacob their sin." In the New Testament also, the proclamation 
of God's judgment on the world, and his glorification of the 
church, goes hand in hand with urgent admonitions to the mem- 
bers of the latter to get themselves ready for the Lord's coming, 
so that it may prove to them a blessing and not a curse. " Watch 
ye therefore, and pray always," say8 our Lord in Luke xxi. 36, 
" that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." And 
Peter in his second epistle, ch. iii. 11, says, " Seeing that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversrdion and godlinem." So also John, speaking 
of the Christian hope, declares that whoever has it, " purifies 
himself even as Christ is pure." Here, John is going to show to 
the servants of Cbriat what must ehortly come to pass, ch. i. 1, 
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he is going to reveal to them the salvation that Christ has pur- 
posed to bring to his suffering church, avenging her of her ene- 
mies, and raising her from t h e  dust to sit  upon the throne of his 
glory. But before he is equipped by Christ for the fulfilment of 
this calling, which he accomplishes from the beginning of ch. iv. 
to the end of the book, he must prepare those committed to him 
for the purpose of Christ-not, as Bengel thinks, for receiving 
the Revelation, but for the great events of the future themselves. 
He mast dissipate the idea, that the name of Christians forms 
the wall of separation between them and the world, call forth the 
spiritual state of things which alone can render the coming of the 
Lord salutary, awaken the slothful and unfaithful to repentance, 
admonish the faithfbl and diligent to a steady perseverance and 
continuance to the end ; comp. ii. 5, 10, 16, 26 ; iii. 11, 19. 

In  re8pect to the plan of the epistles Bengel gives a series of 
excellent remarls,'which we deem it right to communicate in his 
own words. " The conception of the seven epistles is throughout 
similar. For in each one there is, 1. A command to write to an 
angel of a church. 2. A glorions title of Jesus Christ. 3. A n  
address to the angel of the church ; wherein is contailled (1) a 
testimony regarding its present mixed, or good, or bad condition ; 
(2) an admonition to repentance or to  stedfastness ; (3) an an- 
nouncement of what is to take place, for the most part of the 
coming of the Lord. 4. A promise to those that overcome, to- 
gether wit.h the awakening words, He that hath an ear, let him 
hear.what the Spirit ssith t.o the churches. 

" The address in each epistle is couched in plainer language, 
while in the promise Christ speaks more in a flowery style. I n  
the addreerr the Lord Jesus Christ speaks primarily and imme- 
diately to the chhrches in Asia then existing, and more especially 
to the angels of them ; the promise speaks in the third person of 
those who then and also in future times should overcome. 

"Of the seven angels of the seven churches there were two, 
those a t  Ephesns and Pergamos, in a mixed state, and two, those 
a t  Sardis and Laodicea, in a rery corrupt one. Not only those 
whose state was bad, but also those with whom there was a lack, 
are exhorted to repent, as are likewise the followera of Jezebel a t  
Thyatira, since she herself would not repent, and the angel there 
did not need for himself to repent. Two, those a t  Stuyrna and 
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Philadelphia, were in a very healthful condition, and on that ao- 
count were not called to exercise repentance, but were only ad- 
monished to be stedfast. There is In> mixed, or good, or bad 
state, of which we have not here a pattern, and profitable, salu- 
tary instruction provided for it. Whether one may be so dead 
ae the angel of the church a t  Sardis, or may stand so well as that 
a t  Philadelphia, and the aged apostle John himeelf, this book is 
still fitted to be eerviceable to him, and the Lord Jesus haa some- 
thing in i t  to say to him. 

" In the seven epistles there are twelve promises. In the 
third, fourth, and sixth, there is a double promise, and in the 
fifth a threefold one, which are distinguished from eaoh other 
by a special word : I will give, I will not blot out, I will con- 
fees, I will write.-In the promise for those that overcome, some- 
times the enjoyment of the highest good, somethes freedom from 
the greatest troubles is held forth. The one ie included in the 
other, and when some one part of blessedness and glory is ex- 
pressed, the whole is thereby to be understood (ch. xxi. 7.) That 
part is particularly expressed which has referenoe to the virtues 
and deeds mentioned in the preceding address. In  these promises 
notice is taken of various things, which are not again referred to . in the Revelation, as the manna, the confeseion of the name, the 
inscribed name of the New Jerusalem, the sitting upon the throne. 
Some things carry a resemblance to what is afterwards found in 
the representations given of Christ, in particular, the secret name, 
ch. xix. 12, the heritage of the nations, oh. xix. 16, the morning 
star, ch. xxii. 16. Other things, again, occur afterwards in their 
own plnce, as the tree of life, ch. xxii. 2, freedom from the second 
death, oh. xx. 6, the name in the book of life, ch. xx. 12, xxi. 27, 
remaini~ig in the temple of God, ch. vii. 15, the name of God and 
of the Lamb on the righteous, ch. xiv. 1, xxii. 4." 

What is said of the churches in praise or blame is completed 
in the number three. The Refrain : " Who haa ears to hear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith to the churchee," ha8 ten words, 
divided by three and seven, and the latter again by the three and 
four. The seven number of the epistles is divided by the three 
and four. For, in the three first, the call " Who haa an ear," 
&c., stands before the closing promise, while in the four last i t  
follows after the other. Then, in the fonr last epistles, the clos- 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































