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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tris second volume, together with the first, contains the whole
of Dr Hengstenberg’s work on the Revelation. The Translator
has throughout confined himself to the task of endeavouring to
convey the meaning of the original withount essential alteration or
abridgement, and without note or comment of his own. He is
satisfied with having thus made accessible to students in this
country a work on many accounts of great value, and one of the
most important contributions of any age to Apocalyptic literature.
He trusts, however, that his simply having done the part of a
Translator will not be held as committing him to all the views it
unfolds, either in respect to the general structure of the book, or
to the precise import of particular symbols. He would certainly
at times have been inclined to indicate a doubt, or to express a .
dissent, had he not deemed it better to allow the sentiments of
the learned anthor to go forth in unimpaired freedom, that they
may be considered entirely on their own merits. Occasionally,
he is obliged to acknowledge, sentences have passed from him
with a regret, that the thoughts contained in them shounld either
have been expressed at all, or expressed in a form so capable
of being turned to an improper use. The last sentence of the
comment on ch. xix. 21 may be pointed to as an example of this
description.

The work in the translation is accompanied with a twofold



vi ADVERTISEMENT,

Index, which will be of considerable value in facilitating references,
the one to the passages in other books of Scripture, which have
received incidental illnstration, and the other to the more important
topics discussed. It will be understood, that only those passages
in the other books of Scripture are noticed, on which some
elucidation is thrown in the Commentary. Simple references ave
not noticed in the Index. It is proper also to notice in regard
to a term that occurs with great frequency in the original,
Weltmacht, that in by far the greater number of instances it has
been rendered * worldly power,” or ‘ power of the world,”
though in a considerable number also, especially when combined
with ¢ ungodly ” or ‘“ God-opposing,” it has been deemed better
to preserve the more literal rendering of ¢ world-power.” Where
the other renderings are adopted, it should still be borne in
mind, what the English circumlocutions do not necessarily imply,
that the term usually denotes the power of this world in a
concentrated form, such as it exhibited in heathen Rome, and
the other great monarchies of former times.

The following errata should have been added to the list in
vol. i., but were not observed till too late for insertion : at p. 250,
1. 19, for drew, read marched; at 372, 1. 16, for passages,
passage ; at 451, 1, 19, for designs, design; at 452, 1. 16, for
his nature, its nature; at 458, 1. 6, for seal, sea; at 462, 1. 14,
for in Isai., is Isai, ; at 479, 1. 17, for mouth, north.

ERRATA IN VOL. IL
Page %, line 4, qfter giving, insert a comma.

. %, .. 4 foreort, . sudatitute root.

.. 8, .. 17, for second, .. third,

.. 48, .. 3 {from bottom), for valerio, .. Vlero.

. 95, .. 31,for the harps, . that the harpers,
.. 205, .. 3(2d note), for bestae, o bestine.

.. 318, .. 28, for Ezek, xvili., .- Ezek. xliii,
.. 94, .. 2(lstpote), for molierum, . mulierem.
.. 3, .. 17, for The, .. In,

.. 298, .. 3 (note), for latter, - letter.

.. 418, .. 8, for Baur, . . Bahr.

.. 489, .. 3 (from bottom), for Motthias, ..  Matthiae.

.. 43, .. 18, for Diorian, .. Dorian.

.. 441, .. 19, for Testarnent, . Testament.”

.. 44, .. 1B, for by, A in.
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THE

REVELATION OF SAINT JOHN.

THE SECOND ENEMY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THR
BEAST OUT OF THE SEA.

(Ch. xii, 18—xiii. 10.)

In the fulfilment of his calling, to console the church under the
severe persecution she had to suffer for the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus, St John had deemed it enough, in the second
and third groups, to give a general representation of the divine
judgments which were to alight on the ungodly world. He had
in these to do merely witk * the inhabitants of the earth.” It
was impossible that he could continue to abide thus with merely
general delineations. And, while he woald now go more parti-
cularly into the victory of Christ and the overthrow of the world,
he must, in the first instance, delineate more exactly the ene-
mies of the church, and the authors of the persecution ; so that
the true nature of the conflict may come clearly to light, and the
representation afterwards to be given of the victory may be
rendered intelligible and edifying.

The preceding chapter had spoken of the persecution of the
church by the dragon. Here, we learn, how he carries on the
work, not by assuming a personal bodily form, but by preparing
for himself a powerful instrument on earth—by rendering the
heathen, and especially the Roman power, serviceable to his de-

signs, and in it taking, as it were, flesh and blood.
VOL. 1L a



2 THE THREE ENEMIES OF GOD’S KINGDOM.

The three enemies of God's kingdom, to which the whole
group refers, are not co-ordinate with each other ; but the second
is the vassal and instrument of the first (ch. xiii. 2), and the
the third is the abettor of the second (ch. xiii. 12.) The enemy,
with which the saints have primarily and immediately to do, is
the second, But this has an invisible head—the circumstance
which makes the conflict with him so severe and dangerous—and
a visible auxiliary.

The church should inevitably faint before these three formid.
able enemies, unless her Lord and Saviour had said: Be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world, and the prince of it.
This word forms the theme, which is enlarged apon in the follow-
ing visions by the mouth of his servant John.

The arrangement of the section before us is the following.
We are first presented in ch. xii. 18, xiii. 1, 2, with a full de-
lineation of the enmemy, in which his past, present, and futare
history, are bronght together, precisely as in the case of the first
enemy. Respect is also had to the past, in order to set the pre-
sent in its true light—comp. on ch. xii. 2. The prophet sees a
beast with seven heads and ten horns rise out of the sea, to which
the dragon gives his strength, and his throne, and great power.
Under this symbol is represented the God-opposing power of
this world, in its seven phases—the seven being again subdivided.
For, that the subject respects the power of the world, is put beyond
a doubt by the diadems, the insignia of dominion on the horns;
and the names of blasphemy on its heads leave as little room to
doubt, that it is the power of the world in its state of enmity to God.
And that by the several heads must be denoted the particular
phases of this God-opposing power, -is alone rendered probable
by the consideration, that in the fundamental prophecy of Daniel
(ch. vii.), the plurality of the world-powers is exhibited by a sunec-
cession of different beasts, while here only one beast appears on
the scene, combining the properties of all the beasts in Daniel.
Not only =0, but from the relation of the vision to that funda-
mental prophecy in Daniel, it is not to be imagined that an ele-
ment of snch importance should have been omitted. And if it
exists, it can only be songht in the seven heads; these must de-
note the particular manifestations of the worldly power.in its hos-
tility to God, from Pharach down to Rome, the ungodly power
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in the time of the prophet, and even to the new heathen power,
which, according to his later announcements, is yet to tread in
its footsteps. .

The second part of the section, ver. 3—8, has respect to the
state and action of the ememy daring the time them present.
The Seer beholds one of the heads of the beast, as it were,
wounded to death-—the ungodly Roman power having, along with
the power of the world in general, received a deadly stroke
through Him who said, ** I have overcome the world ;" through
Him at whose feet all the kingdoms of the world must lie, be-
cause his kingdom is not of this world. But the deadly wound
was again healed : the heathen state comes anew, at least appa-
rently and for the time, to the possession of power, as the Seer
found in his own experience. For, at the very time he saw the
Revelation, he was banished by the Roman antichrist to the isle
of Patmos for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. The
whole earth follows, as if nothing had happened, in wondering
admiration anew after the beast, that appeared still to possess
unbroken power, and this again is allowed to blaspheme and per-
secute, ver. 5; the former is represented at greater length in
ver. 6, and the latter in ver. 7. Hence it more and more comes
to pass, that the earth falls into two parties—the frightful majo-
rity of the worshippers of the beast, and the small flock of the
Lamb that was slain, ver. 8. For'the temptation is so great,
that it can only be endured by virtue of an eternal election and
of the blood of Christ; and a middle or indifferent position is
impossible,

An admonitory conclusion, in ver. 9, 10, points the eye of the
church, under these threatening and perilous circumstances, to
the divine recompense, and charges her to wait for it in faith and
patience.

Ch. xii. 18. And I was placed upon the sand of the sea.
Ch. xiii. 1. And I saw a beast ascend out of the sea, which had
ten horns and seven heads, and upon ils horns ten diadems, and
upon its heads names of blasphemy. In ch. xii. 18, there is
found a remarkable variation in the text. For “I was placed,”
or, as it is more commonly rendered, * I stood,” some authorities
of importance have, * he stood,” éordfly. One cannot decide on

external grounds between the two readings., (Bengel: * A letter
a
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may easily have been either added, or dropt. The authorities
for the two readings are nearly equal.’”) But the internal
grounds are in favour ‘of John and not the dragon being the
subject of discourse. We have not here a continuation of ch.
xii., but a new scene opens to our view: it is now represented
through what medium Satan accomplishes what had already been
described in ch. xii, But this being the case, the dragon would
require to have been expressly named again. It must have been
said: And the dragon stood. We should have expected, too,
that the agency of the dragon in the beast’s arising out of the
sea, would have been distinctly mentioned. And, finally, the re-
ference to John is confirmed by the fundamental passages, Dan.
viii. 2, ‘“ And I beheld in the vision, and I was by the river
Ulai,” x. 4, “I was by the great river Tigris.” According to
these statements Daniel had visions beside great streams, which,
corresponding to the sea in ch. vii. 2, were to him the symbol of
the national masses, with whose movements and conflicts he was
occupied. Besides, it is solely on account of the reading : he
stood, that this verse has been attached to ch. xii., whereas it
should have commenced the following chapter. Instead of: I
stood (Luther), the meaning is more correctly : I was placed.
John did not take up his own position, but he was set there—
comp. ch. xvii. 3, “ And he brought me in the spirit into the
wilderness ;” ch. iv. 1, “Come up hither, I will shew you what
shall be hereafter,” becanse wonderful things were to be seen
there, which he was to communicate to the church., John had
not to leave his place in heaven, when he was made to stand by
the sea. To be in heaven means to be in the Spirit; but John
was set down in the Spirit beside the sea. Why the holy Seer
had a position given him there, is sufficiently manifest from what
follows. The sea, according to this, exhibited a remarkable spec-
tacle. But it may be asked, why exactly the sand of the sea is
mentioned. According to the common supposition the sand
here simply denotes the shore of the sea. But the sand of the
sea is never so employed. The expression always occurs else-
where in the New Testament as a designation of a great multi-
tude—comp. ch. xx. 8, ““the number of which is as the sand of

1 In cl. viii. 3, also, the passive retains its signification. Tbe angel does not of his
own gecord pince himself beside the altar, but be is placed there.
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the sea,” Rom. ix. 27 ; Hebr. xi. 12. In the Old Testament also
it is nsnally employed in the same signification, Gen. xxii. 17;
Isa. xlviii. 19 ; Job. vi. 3. In this sense also the sand is specified
here, because it suggests the thought of the innumerable multi-
tnde of the inhabitants of the earth, on whose condition and
destiny the beast, that was going to arise out of the sea, should
exert an inflaence, The beast ascends now out of the sea, has not
ascended previously. (Bengel: ¢ It is to be noted, that fnpiov
is said dvaBaivoy in the present, not dvaBeSn«os in the past.”)
From this it has often been concluded, that the vision has respect
entirely to what is fature ; that the beast in John's time could have
had no historical existence. But this is a very hasty conclusion.
It rests upon an intermingling of the reality and the vision.
What in the reality has for a long time existed already, may be
seen in vision rising into existence anew, if the object is to give
a summary view of the whole manifestation. Thus the first of
the four beasts seen by Daniel, in ch. vii., rising not of the sea,
denotes a kingdom (the Chaldean), which in the reality had for
a long period occupied a place on the theatre of history. Indeed,
the past as such is not the object of what is testified in the
Revelation ; but that it may, on account of its connection with
the present and the future, be drawn into the sphere embraced
by the vision, is abundantly plain from ch. xii.—That the sea can
only come into consideration here in the figurative sense, as de-
signating the sea of peoples, the restless world (Bossuet: “ The
sea = the agitated state of human affairs’), is clear, first, from
the common usage of the Apocalypse (comp. vi. 14, vii. 1, 8, viii.
8, x.2, xvi. 3, xx. 13, xxi. 1); and, secondly, from the funda-
mental passage of Daniel, ch. vii. 2, * And behold the four winds
of heaven strove on the great sea;” Michaelis: ** A symbol of
restless nations;” Hivernick : *“ A symbol of the restless, stirring
agitation that exists out of God’s kingdom.” The point of com-
parison is, on the one hand, the multitudinous, and, on the other,
the restless character of both ; comp. Ps. xciii. 3, 4, *“ The floods
lift up, O Lord, the floods lift up their Voice. More than the
noise of many waters, than the glorious waves of the sea is the
Lord glorious in the height ;" Ps. xlvi. 3, 4, on which it was re-
marked in my Commentary, “ Seas and overflowing floods are not
rarely an image of hostile masses of people, which take delight
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in making conquests over the face of the earth (Isa. xvii. 12, viii.
7, 8; Jer. xlvii. 2, xlvi. 7.) Baut the image cannot have this im-
port here. For here the mountains, the conquered kingdoms,
are in the heart of the sea. Here the sea is rather the symbol
of the world, the masses of people generally, which are kept in
constant motion by their principle, their pride and ambition;
comp. Isa. lvii. 20, ‘ The wicked are like a troubled sea, that
cannot rest, and its waves cast up mire and dirt.'"—A beast
riges out of the sea. The Greek Onplov is properly beast in
general (in Heb. xii. 20, it is used, where in the original pas-
sage, Ex. xix. 13, cattle are referred to); but it is employed to
denote pre-eminently such beasts as have the bestial nature
-peculiarly prominent in them. It is used, for example, of wild
ferocious beasts (comp. Aects xi. 6, where the beasts are distin-
guished from the four-footed creatures'), of serpents (Acts xxviii.
4, 5), or when it is intended to render what is beastly particularly
prominent (as in Heb. xii. 20, where beasts are spoken of as
contradistinguished from men.?) Of men, who are like beasts,
the word is also used in Tit. i. 12. What is there figure, is here
symbol. The point of comparison here is by no means simply
the attribute of wildness, ferocity—for were this alone to be
taken into account, the bridge would be broken down that con-
nects the first and the second beast; nor can we understand
how the gentle-looking false prophet should appear under the
gsymbol of a beast. It must rather be regarded as standing
generally in the want of the divine image, which at the threshold
of Revelation, in Gen. i. 26, 27, is represented as the properly
and distinctively hnman—the want of the living breath of God,
the ascendancy of the flesh, carnality and corruption. This is
also what comes prominently into view in Tit. i. 12, where the
same persons who are called “evil beasts,’” are, at the same
time, represented as * foul bellies,” being under the dominion of
their lusts and passions. A brutal, wild and savage character, is
only a peculiar manifestation of that beastly nature, which here

1 Xenoph. Cyrop. I. 4, 16: dxodwy odv &v Tois usboplois Tols Te abrewr xal Tois
M#Adwr woAld @npla slvar &Ts d0hpsvra Svra did Tov wokepov; the Bnpla here cor:
respond to the dypia tnpia of Callmi. in his h. in Dianam, v. 12,

2 Plato in Steph. Thes. connects avBpéwrwy xai Yacy xal Onpiws, then Bnpia ¢ «al
Bora.



THE BEAST FRQM THE SEA, CH. XIII., ETC. 7

especially comes into consideration. Still, by no means that
alone; as much, and even more, godlessness, hatred of the true
God, and what springs out of him. Bengel incorrectly remarks:
“Its being called a beast, is in itself not a matter of reproach.
In Daniel, under the images of strong beasts, the different worldly
kingdoms are represented. Bat all depends on the cireumstance,
how in the sequel this beast may conduct himself.” The subse-
quent behaviour of the beast is the simple indication of its
pature. Because it is a beast, it behaves in a bestial manner.
In Daniel it is not kingdoms generally, but worldly, godless, ir-
religions kingdoms, that are represented under the image of the
beasts, Otherwise, the kingdom of God itself should have ap-
peared under the image of a beast. It is said there in ch. vii.
17, ¢ Four kings shall arise out of the earth.” The designation
of beasts corresponds with this origin. The earthly disposition
and the bestial nature go hand in hand. That the kings or
kingdoms in Daniel are called beasts in contrast to men, as a
designation of their low state of feeling, is clear from Dan. vii.
45, where it is said of the first beast, ¢ And it was taken from off
the earth, and set upon two feet as a man, and a man's heart
was given it.”” Misfortune there changes the beast into a man.
The expression is remarkable, ¢ It was taken from off the earth,”
from that to which it had hitherto belonged as a four-footed
creature. A mind directed toward the earth thus appears as
the characteristic of a beast. The change is the same with that,
which at an earlier period passed npon Nebuchadnezzar, in whose
personal history the fate of his empire was imaged. In his
career of ambition and pride, which rose through prosperity to
the highest pitch, the human heart was taken away, and a beastly
heart was given him. As a punishment for this he was reduced
to the condition of a beast in intellect and outward appearance
—comp. ch. iv. 13. * And at the end of the days,” it is said in
ver. 34, 1 Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes to heaven, and
my understanding retarned to me, and I blessed the Most High.,
And I praised and landed him, who lives for ever, whose domi-
nion is everlasting, and his kingdom is from generation to gene-
ration; and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing.” Here it appears as the characteristic of man, to lift
the eyes (adoringly) to heaven, to praise and glorify the Most
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High, in contrast to the senseless indifference toward the divine,
or presumptaous hatred of it, as connected with the condition of
a beast. The beast in the passage before us is a compound of
the several beasts in Daniel. If by these the more prominent
pbases of the ungodly power of the world are represented, the
beast here can be nothing else than that power in ita entireness.
Farther, as the seven heads of the beast are, according to ch.
xvii. 9, 10, seven ungodly kingdoms, which follow one another in
succession, so the beast, that bears these heads, can only indicate
the ungodly power of the world in general. Bengel says, ““ It is
the same beast with ten horns and seven heads, which is described
in ch, xiii. and xvii. According to ch. xvii. the beast is most
closely and particularly connected with ‘the city Rome.” But
there it is also very pointedly distinguished from Rome ; and the
remark of Bossuet, “ It is the Roman empire, or, more properly,
Rome herself, the mistress of the world, pagan and the persecutor
of the saints,” must be rejected as altogether erroneous. The
beast carries the great whore Babylon (ch. xvii. 3, 7) ; Rome is
only the possessor for the time of the ungedly power of the world.
The Roman empire is not the beast itself, but only a particular
head of it, which five others precede, and one follows. It is said
in ch. xi. 7, *“ And when they shall have finished their testimony,
the beast, that arises out of the abyss, shall make war against
them, and shall overcome them, and shall kill them.” And in
like manper also in ch. xvii. 8, the subject of discourse is the
beast, that arises out of the abyss. That in these passages the
discourse is not of another beast, or of a different ascending of .
this beast, is clear from ch. xiii. 7, where the enigmatical an-
nouncement in ch. xi. 7 is again resumed, and introduced at its
proper place: “ And it was given to the beast to make war with
the saints, and to overcome them.” If the statement in ch. xi.
7 were to be separated from ch. xiii,, it must swim in the air.
The ariging out of the sea, and the arising out of the abyss, are
not counter-representations, but only two aspects of the matter,
very closely connected together. The beast could not arise omt
of the abyss without, at the same time, arising out of the sea,
nor out of the sea without also coming out of the abyss. The
abyss is hell, the seat of Satan—comp. on ch. ix. 1. There is
the original source of all evil on earth, the fountainhead of all
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that erects itself in opposition to God and his kingdom. From
thence also the beast proceeds, although it comes more immedi-
ately out of the sea. The dragon, that gives to him his power,
and his throne, and his great authority, is the moving agent in
his ascending from the sea. From the relation of this section to
ch. xiii., nothing can happen in it in which the dragon does not
form the background. Even in ch. xii. 3, Satan appears as the
moving force of the conquering world-power, which lifts itself up
agaiust the kingdom of God; so that hell was to be regarded as
its original seat. These two sides are so far from being contrary
to each other, that a third is rather to be added to them. The
beast, which immediately arises out of the sea, more remotely out
of hell, comes down also from heaven, as the angel of the abyss in
ch. ix. 11 is, at the same time, the star from heaven in ch. ix. 1.
Nothing comes out of the abyss and the sea, which does not at
the same time come from heaven—-comp. the emphatically re-
peated * It was given to him,” in ver. 5, 7.

The beast has ten horns and seven heads. The reading:
seven heads and ten horns, which Luther follows, is but weakly
supported, and has obviounsly flowed from ch. xvii. 3, 7, xii. 8,
where the heads precede the horns. It is clear, besides, from
these parallel passages, and from the nature of the case—since
the horns could only be found upon one of the heads—that the
horns are here named before the heads, simply becanse John
here sees the beast come up, and consequently beholds the horns
before the heads, The investigation, therefore, has first to do
with the heads, and then with the horns. A clear note of ex-
planation as to what we must understand by the heads, is given
in ch. xvii. 9: “ The seven heads are seven mountains, on which
the woman sits, and are seven kings.”” Mountains are the com-
mon symbol of kingdoms. The symbolical expression is ex-
plained by the proper one: seven kings, or kingdoms. So that
the seven heads of the beast are seven phases of the ungodly
power of the world. “ Ten horns,” remarks Bengel, “ were
already described in Daniel, but here we have somewhat new in
the seven heads.”” The vision in Daniel, ch. vii., should have
kept the church at once from too rash hopes, and from gloomy
despair. The tyranny of the world, under which she then sighed,
was still not the last. A serics of other phases of the ungodly
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power of the world was still to follow, which were to lie heavy
upon her. Bat a clear light beams forth at the further end of
her dark journey. The kingdom, the power, and the dominion
under the whole heaven, shall at last be given to the saints of
the Most High. Daniel has represented in that vision the variety
of phases belonging to the world-power, from his own times, by
the number of beasts in the vision. John, on the other hand,
saw the whole of the ungodly power under the image of one
beast, while he represents the variety of its phases under the
image of the heads of this beast. Still, even in Daniel there is
not wanting some indication of this plurality of heads. It is
said, in ch. vii. 6, “ After this I looked, and behold another
beast like a leopard, and it had four wings on its sides, and four
heads, and the dominion was given to it.”” The four phases of
the third monarchy, the Grecian, are here symbolized by the
four heads of the third beast—see my Beitr. I, p. 203. The
heads manifestly denote so many parts, principal divisions of the
monarchy—see Gen. i. 10. The seven heads are visible at once.
In Daniel also, ch. vii. 3, the four great beasts arise simulta-
peously out of the sea. At least no word is used to denote a
successive appearance. The succession is indicated, not by se-
quence of time, but by local position. The beast which Daniel
sees immediately before him, represents the then existing king-
dom of the Chaldeans. It was fit, that to him (as now also to
St John) the whole of the manifestation should be presented
from its commencement, that he might be able to view the par-
ticular parts in relation to the whole. Bengel's remark : * the
beast, on his rising out of the sea, has the seven heads one after
another;” is true, only in so far as the one after another is re-
ferred to the historical manifestation of the beast, not to the
symbolical representation of it here set before us. Viewed in
reference to the latter, the heads exist together. How, other-
wise, could the horns, which belong to the last head, be seen on
his first rising up? The beast has, so to speak, but one active
head at any particular time ; the others have only either a his-
torical or a prophetical import. This is clear from ch. xiii. 3,
compared with ver. 12, 14. According to the first passage, one
of the beast’s heads is wounded to death, and the deadly wound
is healed. According to the two others, the wound and healing
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are spoken of as belonging to the beast himself. Hence it plainly
follows, that the beast can have no existence separate from his
heads (excepting only an ideal one), as may indeed be under-
stood of itself.—We have now to consider the question: How
are the seven worldly, God-opposing powers, denoted by the seven
heads of the beast, to be determined? The determination of
four of them may be quite easily ascertained from Daniel: the
Chaldean, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman kingdoms. So
also may a fifth, the seventh head with ten horns. This consists
of the ten ungodly kings or kingdoms, which, according to Dan. vii.,
were to arise out of the fonrth monarchy. Since these five, ac-
cording to Daniel and the Apocalypse, were to extend to the final
ceaging of the ungodly power of the world, or the state of heathen-
dom ; since, further, at the time of the sixth head or king this
prophecy was given, according to ch. xvii. 10, shewing the sixth
to be the Roman, the first and the second heads must therefore be
sought for in the time_that preceded the Chaldean empire. Now,
if we take into account the twofold element of world-dominion,
and of hostility to the kingdom of God, the conclusion can be
neither difficult nor doubtful. We can think only of Egypt and
Assyria. The collocation of the two as the pre-Chaldean worldly
powers, that oppressed the kingdom of God, is of frequent oc-
currence in the Old Testament—comp. Isa. lii. 4, 5, * For, thus
saith the Lord of hosts, my people went down aforetime into
Egypt, to sojourn there (and suffered violence); and the Assyrian
(afterwards) oppressed them without cause. And now what shall
I do here (in respect to the Chaldean desolation) ; for my people
is taken away for nought ; their rulers howl, and my name con-
tinually every day is blasphemed.” So also are Egypt and
Assyria eoupled together-in Isa. x. 24—26, xi. 11186, xix. 23,
xxvii. 13; Hos. ix. 3, xi. 11; Jer, ii. 18, 36; Zech. x. 10, 11,
where Egypt and Assyria, as the most dangerous enemies in
earlier times, appear as the types of the present and future op-
pressors of God's people, as both had also been used in Isa. xxvii,
13, and Hosea. The Apocalypse is in unison with Zechariah, as
well as Daniel, as to the determination of the ungodly powers of
the world. That prophet, who lived under the Persian tyranny,
sees in ch. ii. 1—4, four horns, which denote the enemies of God's
kingdom—the four hostile worldly powers, corregponding to the
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four corners of heaven, under whose oppression Israel had sighed,
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia.

Horns, in the symbolical language of Scripture, denote power
—comp. on ch.v. 8. Accordingly the ten horns can only be ten
powers. We are furnished with the means of a more exact de-
termination of the ten horns by ch. xvii. 12, “ And the ten
borns, which thou sawest, are ten kings, which have received no
kipgdom as yet; but they receive power as kings one hour with
the beast.”” From this we perceive, that the ten horns are ten
kings ; that is, kingdoms. They are set upon the seventh head,
as will afterwards be more fully proven. It is thus indicated,
that the seventh phase of the ungodly world-power should be a
divided one, while all the preceding ones bore the impress of
oneness. The original passage is Dan, vii. 7—24. There, the
ten horns are the ten kingdoms, into which the fourth power, the
Roman, is split.- Bengel remarks: ¢ With the ten horns here
the case is different. For, in John the horns are overcome to-
gether in the last period of the beast; but in Daniel the horns
are overcome at a much earlier stage, and not together, but one
after another. The little horn, with the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking great things, which Daniel saw on the fourth
beast, has become in John a separate beast, and bears respect
especially to the latter times of this beast, as the similarity of
"the description in the two prophets implies ; it respects what con-
cerns the overthrow of the horn or beast.” DBut the ten horns in
Daniel correspond entirely to the ten horns in John; in both
alike they denote the kingdoms, which were to spring out of the
Roman empire. The only difference counsists in the little horn ;
by which we are not, with many expositors, to understand an in-
dividual. If the ten horns in Daniel represent not persons, but
kingdoms, then neither can the eleventh signify an individual, but
only a power. This little horn is wanting in the Revelation, in
which the beast comes to an end, on the overthrow of the ten
kings by Christ. But it re-appears afterwards under another
form—not as Bengel, misled by a wrong interpretation, imagined,
as ‘‘ a separate beast’’—but at the close as Gog and Magog—see
vol. i,, p. 478. There is a further difference, that Daniel does
not expressly mention, as is done in the Revelation, the victory
of God and Christ over the kingdoms represented by the ten
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borns, that were to arise out of the fourth great monarchy, and
their conversion to Christianity. Nor does he give any indication
of the thousand years' reign of Christ. The Apocalypse has
here, in suitable accordance with its later origin, filled up a very
important hiatas in Daniel. Daniel fixes his eye simply on the
final victory, John describes also the victory thai should precede.
This second difference carries along with it the first as a neces-
sary consequence. As soon as the thousand years, which inter-
vene between the last enemy but one of Christianity and the last
enemy of all, came into view, it no longer appeared suitable, to
unite them into one symbolical figure. It seemed more appro-
priate, to make the beast with his ten horns perish, and to give
to the last ungodly power a separate name and an independent
position.—The beast has on his horns ten diadems ; on his heads
names of blasphemy. The descriptiou is first given of what was
on the horns, though they belong only to the seventh head;
becanse on the beast’s rising out of the sea it was these that first
became visible, and hence in the preceding context they had been
mentioned first. That the keads bore diadems as well as the'
horns, is evident on a comparison of ch. xii. 3, “ A great red
dragon, which had seven heads and ten horns, and upon his keads
seven diadems.” The diadems, which Satan there possesses,
belong to him only as a reflection of his agent on earth—the
beast. The same point is also manifest from ch. xix. 12: the
many diadems, which Christ is there represented as wearing on
his head, have a polemical reference to the diadems on the heads
of the beast. And, finally, it is manifest from ch. xvii. 9, where
it 18 said, that the seven heads are seven kings: the diadem is
the insignia of royal dignity, and where such dignity is, there the
diadem must also be. Diadems are not expressly mentioned in
connection with the heads, merely because the names of blas-
phemy lead to the same result. Asin the case of Christ the many
diadems, and the name * King of kings, and Lord of lords,” go
hand in hand (ch. xix. 12, 16), so is it also in the case of the
 beast. The names of blasphemy refer to the assumed supremacy
over the world, and consequently involve the existence of the
diadems. In like manner, the diadems involve the existence of
the names of blasphemy. For, that the horns do not hold the
kingly dominion signified by them in fief from God, is evident
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alone from the circumstance, that the horns belong to the beast,
whose very nature is godlessness, rebellion, presumption, and
blasphemy. According to ch. xvii. 3, the whole beast, with its
heads and horns, is fall of the names of blasphemy. As there the
names of blasphemy belong in common to the horns and the heads,
80 here the diadems upon the horns are to be taken positively
and not exclusively, as if we ought to change the * and upon his
heads,” into a but. The names of blasphemy are concealed be-
hind the crowns, and the diadems behind the names of blas-
phemy. It might have stood thus: and upon his ten horns names
of blasphemy, and upon his seven heads diadems; or: and upon
his ten horns and upon his seven heads diadems and names of
blasphemy. The diadems, however, are made to precede the
pames of blasphemy, to define more exactly the sphere of the
latter; to indicate that the blasphemy consists in the assnmption
of independent sovereignty. What the name of blasphemy is,
we learn from ch. xix. 12, 16. The name, which belongs to
Christ and to him alone: “ King of kings, and Lord of lords,”
is usurped by him. He sets himself forth as the independent
lord of the world, the god of this earth. Every name’is a name
of blasphemy,! by which the creature makes an inroad into the
territory of God, lays claim to an independent greatness. Nor
will it make any material difference, if in this he concedes a cer-
tain homage to his idols; for these are but the reflections and
objective aspects of his proper self, which, in process of time,
continually takes back more and more of what it yielded to them.
As this, however, may be done in ignorance, the blasphemy then
only reaches its full height, when the person has come into a con-
scious relation to the living God, and in opposition to his, “I am
the Lord,” has put forth the impious counter-assertion, I am the
Lord. Pharaoh had been long calling himself the lord of the
world, but it was then for the first time that he was guilty of
blasphemy, when he said, “ Who is the Lord, that I should

I It is difficult to decide between the two readings Swoua and évduora. The sin-
gular may have been derived from a comparison of ch. xix, 12, 16. The plural is
fevoured by diadduara and by ch. xvii. 3, where the beast is described a8 ¢éuov dvopd<
rwv Phacpsuias. But theun the plural may also have sprung from this consideration.

If the singular is the original form, then it will indicate, from its position, that one and .

the same name of blasphemy wes set upon each head; that is, according to ch. xix. 16,
the name “ King of kings, and Lord of lords.
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hearken to his voice, and let the people go?™ It was then only
that the title *‘lord of the world,” being uttered in a different
tone, and with a polemical feeling, became in the full sense a
name of blasphemy. Rome and its emperor had for a long period
already assumed the proud title, but the blasphemy never reached
its consummation, till this assomption came to be directed im-
mediately against God, his Son and his chareh. - That the idea
of blasphemy is to be understood thus here, iz clear from ver. 6.
According to this the blasphemy pre-sapposes, that God has a
name; that he has come forth from his secrecy, and manifested
himself; the unknown, nameless Grod cannot be blasphemed.
Ver. 2, And the beast which I saw, was like a panther, and
his feet as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a
lion. And the dragon gave him his power, and his throne, and
great authority. The description of the beast’s form rests on
Daniel, ch. vii.; and Daniel again has respect to Jer. v. 6,
* Wherefore & lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf
ont of the deserts shall spoil them; and a panther shall watch
upon their cities; every one that goeth out thence shall be torn
in pieces; because their transgressions are many, and they are
hardened in their disobedience.” Daniel only so far differs from
Jeremiah, that in his representation of the earthly powers, that
should desolate the people of God, by means of wild beasts, he
substitntes the bear for the wolf., The form of the beast here is
compounded of the different beasts in Daniel; quite naturally so,
since the beast here images the ungodly power of the world as a
whole, while in Daniel the different phases of this power are
represented. A return is in some degree made to the simplicity
of the fundamental pasgage in Jeremiah, where the lion, the
wolf, and the panther, are also employed to represent the
power of the world as a whole, and form, so to speak, a com-
posite animal. Of the four beasts of Daniel, only the three
first enter into the composition of the beast before us. For, the
common supposition, that the ten horns here may belong to the
fourth beast, is hardly tenable. The ten horns are mot intro-
duced here into the description of the beast’s form, which only
begins with this verse ; and in Daniel the ten horns stand in so
looso and outward a relation to the fourth beast, that they can-
.not be regarded as a distinguishing characteristic of it—the less
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so, since in the Revelation they are not ascribed to the siath
head, which corresponds to the fourth beast in Daniel, but are
set upon the secventh head, so that the connexion, already of a
looge nature in Daniel, is completely dissolved by John. Several
have sought to explain the fact of John's confining himself to the
three first beasts, on the supposition, that even in Daniel the
fourth beast iz composed of the ‘peculiar features of the three
first; so that the beast in John would thos be an exact image of
the fourth beast in Daniel. But this is an entirely groundless
assumption. Not the smallest trace is to be found in Daniel of
the fourth beast having been compounded of the three first. We
maust rather, therefore, seek the reason of the fact referred to in
the circumstance, that only the three first beasts in Daniel have
a definite form attributed to them. The fourth beast could not
form part of the representation here, because nothing farther is
said of it in Daniel, than that it was indescribably dreadful.—
The order in which the beasts succeed each other, is here exactly
reversed : in Daniel the lion, the bear, the panther—here the
panther, the bear, the lion. If we could be justified in taking
into account the ten horns, we might think of it as an explana-
tion of the arrangement adopted here, that now Daniel’s fourth
beast had come into the foreground, now the beast bore the
woman, Rome, on its back—see ch. xvii. 7. But, as we must
exclude all consideration of the ten horns, there remains but one
way of explaining the deviation from the order in Daniel; which
is, that if it had been retained, one would very naturally have
supposed that the particular elements in the composite beast,
like the different beasts in Daniel, indicated definite phases of
the power of the world in the order here mentioned. Since the
order, however, is reversed, no one can fail to see that nothing
depends on it—that the object of the description is merely to
pourtray the nature of the ungodly power of the world—that
panther, lion, bear, equally belong to Egypt, Babylon, Rome.
The different phases also could not be denoted here by the parti-
cular animals entering into the composition of the beast, becanse
John has enlarged the sphere ; does not, like Daniel, begin with
Babylon, the ungodly power in existence at the time the prophet
lived, but goes back to Egypt; so that the bestial forms in
Daniel were found insufficient for him, when he was going to
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apply them to the same purpose.—In the case of all the three
beasts, we have only to take into consideration their property as
creatures of a savage and blood-thirsty disposition. The panther
cannot, as Vitringa supposes, denote * nations of different lan-
guages and manners,”’ on account of its spotted appearance ; nor
can it, as Bossuet conceives, be ¢ the symbol of instability;” for
everywhere in Scripture, when the panther is spoken of, respect
is had only to its terrible and savage energy—see Hab, i. 8;
Hos. xiii. 7; Isa. xi. 6. The bear cannot denote ** steadfastness
in purposes and undertakings #” for in Daniel the call is ad-
dressed to the bear, “ Arise, devour much flesh.” (Jerome on
Hos. xiii. 8, *“ Those who have written on the natures of animals
say, that among all wild beasts, none are more savage than the
bear, when it is hungry.”) Of each beast, that part is taken
which more especially manifests its mischievous and frightful
nature. In its main bulk, in all excepting the head and feet,
the beast resembles a panther. The dark-spotted body of this
animal, from which it has its name in Hebrew (43, in Arabic,
to be spotted), is an emblem of spiritnal staining. We have the
interpretation in Jer. xiii. 23, “ Can the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard (panther) his spots? then may ye also do
good, that are accustomed to do evil;” on which Hitzig re-
marks: ¢ the swarthy complexion of the Ethiopian, and the
spots of the panther, are the emblems of sinfulness, and of blem-
ishes of a moral kind.” The beast has the feet of the bear.
These have also been particularly referred to in Daniel : “ The
other beast was like a bear, and stood upon one side;”’ Haver-’
nick : ‘It stood higher upon the one side than the other, mani-
festly the posture of assault.” In attacking, the bear uses espe-
cially his fore-paws ; while with the lion it is the mouth which
especially inspires terror.—To the beast formed after this man-
ner the dragon gives his power, and his throne, and great autho-
rity. The dragon is a name applied to Satan, only when the
Old Testament description of the earthly world-power is trans-
ferred to him. The dragon is not Satan generally, but Satan in
a particalar relation, as the prince of this world—see on ch. xii.
3. Accordingly, the throne of the dragon is only his dominion
upon earth. The throne of the dragon is, at the same time, the

throne of the beast in ch. xvi. 10; for the dragon exercises his
YOL. II. . b
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dominion on earth by means of the beast. It could not, indeed,
have been put in this form: Satan gave him. For, Satan has
never given up to the beast his whole power, dominion, and
authority. The power is the natural power, consisting in the
great number of retainers, fulness of earthly resources, and such
like; the throne is worldly supremacy; and the authority is
its assumed right to command whatever it might please. A re-
markable coincidence exists between these words and what is
written both in the gospel of St John and the earlier gospels.
They have this in common with*John's gospel, that Satan bears
a distinct name as the animating principle of the ungodly power
of the world—there the prince of this world, here the dragon.
In Matt. iv. 8, 9, the devil takes Christ along with him to a very
high mountain, and shews him all the kingdoms of the world,
and the glory of them, and says to him: * All these will I give
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”” What Satan here
gives to the beast, he there promises to Christ. And this, even
apart from the passage before us, cannot be understood otherwise
than as importing that Satan only promised what be was able in
certain circumstances to secure. For, if we were to explain the
promise of Satan as an empty boast, the temptation of Christ
would be a thing unworthy of him. The addition made to the
words of the devil in the evangelist Luke (ch. iv. 6), are remark-
able: ¢ All this power will I give thee and the glory of them;
for that is delivered to me, and to whomsoever I will, I give it.”
Olshausen observes : *“ The expression, ‘it is delivered to me,’
contains a striking note of contrariety to the doctrine of an in-
dependent principle of evil ; the prince of this world has received
all from God, to whom alone belorigs the glory as the eternal and
universal Ruler,” In the passage before us also the power and
anthority which is given by Satan, is not an independent, but a
derived one,—one that comes from hell, but, at the same time,
descends from heaven; as the angel of the abyss in ¢h. ix. 11, is
identical with the star from heaven. The gift of Satan is sud-
jeet to divine direction, and not merely to divine permission.
Satan here also is but a servant of God. Not only is the sove-
reign power itself of God, but its abuse also is of him, when
tormed to lawless conqmest or to the cruel persecution of the
church, which requires to be chastised for her sins, exercised
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under the cross, perfected through sufferings, and prepared for
her destiny.

Ver. 8. And (I saw) one of his heads as' killed to death,
and the stroke of his death was healed. And the whole earth
wondered after the beast. The verb, I saw, is but feebly sup-

- ported, and has manifestly been of late introduction. The ac-
cusative depends on the “ I saw” of ver, 1, as is the case also in
¢ch. iv. 4, vii, 9. But the omission of the “ I saw™ here, is both
intentional and significant. It indicates, that the beast even
when it rose into view (mot in a historical, but a symbolical or
visionary respect—two appearances which are here again con-
founded with each other by Bengel), bore on it the marks of the
wound. Had the wounding and the healing belonged to the
period after its rising, the “I saw” could not have been omitted.
—The head, as it appeared to John, had already been restored :
he did not see first the wounding, and then the healing. 1t is
only thus that he could see the head as wounded to death; that
is, with the scar of a perfectly mortal woand. That the as must
be understood in this manner, is evident from the corresponding
expression in ch. v. 6, *“ alamb as it had been slain.” One might
perceive, he had once been slain, since he bore upon him the scar
of a perfectly mortal wound, such as a mark going round the
throat, plainly indicating that the head had been cut off.—The
wound here spoken of is a wound, which had really brought
death—not, as the embarrassment of interpretera has led them to
suppose, merely of a dangerous, though mnot actmally mortal
wound. The expression plainly imports what we understand by
it. It signifies, not wounded, but killed. By killing is always
denoted a violent death—comp. 1 John iii. 12; Rev. v. 9, vi. 4, 9,
xviii. 24, and ver. 8 of this chapter. Neither in Scripture nor
elsewhere i8 it unsed of wounding. Further, the stroke? of his
death can only be the stroke, which had death for its result. The
suppogition, that the stroke of his death stands for his deadly
stroke, as & Hebraistic mode of expression, is not confirmed by

1 We must read ds, and not dosf with Tischendorf. The latter never ocours in the
Apoc.; see on ch. §. 14,

3 The word wAnyd, which occurs with great frequency in the Apocalypse, is always
stroke, plague, not wound. The simple wAnys# here corresponds to wAnyh Tis
paxalpas in ver. 14, 'What is meant is the stroke of his death, which Michael gave him
with his sharp sword ; see ch. xii. 7. 59
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any certain analogy in the New Testament. That the head was
actually killed, is clear from ch. xvii. 8, by which the beast again
rises out of the abyss, hell, which it could only have done if it
had already been sent thither. It also appears, from ch. xvii. 11,
which says, that the beast was and is not. The representation
in ver. 14, too, of its having become alive again, confirms the
view of an actual death having taken place. And the parallelism
with the once slain, and again resuscitated lamb, points to the
same conclusion, that the head, and along with it the beast had
really been killed.—The answer to the question, which head it
was that John saw slain to death, and again healed, is furnished
by ch. xvii. 10. According to that passage, the head, which the
beast bore in the time of Christ and John, was the. sizth, or the
Roman empire. Since the deadly stroke, as the following inves-
tigation will shew, was inflicted on the beast through the atone-
ment of Christ, this is the only head that can be thought of.—
Whence comes the stroke?  According to the immediately pre-
ceding context the beast stands in the nearest connection with
the dragon. It is this dragon that gives him his power, and his
throne, and his anthority ; he is the vice-dragon, the deputy of
the prince of this world. Whatever, therefore, brings destruc-
tion fo the dragon, or to Satan in his relation to the world, what-
ever injures his dominion, must also inflict on the beast a deadly
wound. Now, we read in ch. xii. (to which in the first instance
we turn, as the epochs of the beast must correspond to those of
the dragon), of a great and severe discomfiture which Satan,
as the possessor of this world’s power, received through Christ
and his atonement. It was there already remarked regarding
the overthrow described in ver. 9, ¢ The great dragon stands at
the head, even before the old serpent, because Satan comea here
into view precisely as the prince of this world, as the animating
principle of the ungodly world-power, which in the Old Testa-
ment is represented under the symbol of the dragen.” To this
fact in the history of the dragon, there must be a corresponding
one to be set along with it in the history of the beast. It ia too
essential and important a matter to be omitted in the history of
the beast. From what the prince of this world experienced,
we must explain what befel his instrument ; the rather so, be-
canse, otherwise, the latter would possess a quite abropt and
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enigmatical character, and we should be thrown upon mere con-
jecture respecting it—to which we never can be left in the
Apocalypse, and in reality never are so. Where this scems to be
the case, the fault always lies in the misapprehension of the ex-
positor. We are led also to the same resnlt by the close con-
nection which, according to ver. 4, the dragon and the beast hold
to each other. Men worship the dragon, because he gives his
power to the beast, Hence, whatever destroys the power of the
dragon, must also be fatal to the beast. Further, we learn from
what guarter the wound comes, when we are told, that the beast,
after his deadly wound was healed, magnifies himself in deeds of
blasphemy and violence against Christ and his church. Whither
the revenge displays itself, from thence has the injury been re-
ceived. The assault, renewed after fresh strength had been ob-
tained, can only be directed against him, from whom the discom-
fiture had proceeded. In ch. xii. 12, 8q. also the dragon con-
tinues to make war on him, who had overcome him. Still farther,
when we regard Christ as the amthor of the deadly wound, we
- come to see, how this wound, which is here ascribed to a single
head, is in ver. 12, 14, and even in our verse itself,! ascribed to
the whole beast; and how, in ch. xvii. 8, the beast can be said
to have ceased to exist. The victory of Christ affected the ungodly
power of Rome not as such, but only as a part of the ungodly
power of the world in general.  All other discomfitures but this
bore only a partial character ; they could but affect a single head
of the beast, and not the beast as a whole. It is the one event
in the world’s history, by which the whole beast was smitten in
the one head; whereas, in former times, the overthrow of one
head was immediately followed by the rising np of another. From
what has been said, the beast must already have existed at the
time of our Lord’s death. For, by means of the atonement then
effected, one of his heads was wounded to death. This alone serves
for a refutation of those, who would understand by the beast a
power, that did not arise till a much later period—the Papacy.
The healing of the beast, though but apparent and temporary,
lay as a dreadful burden upon John himself. The Lord had said,

1 The durob, which refers, not to the head, but to the beast, shows that the deadiy
stroke had affected the whole beast, as well as tbe head ; and, as already stated, the
benast has always but one active head at a time,
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“ Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world;” and * Now is
the jndgment of this world, now shall the prince of this world be
cast out.” Yet still Antipas had been killed, where Satan had
his seat, and John was in the isle of Patmos for the word of God
and the testimony of Jesns Christ. Those also, to whom he wrote,
were companions in the tribulation of Jesus Christ. So that it
seemed as if nothing whatever had happened. Truly it wasa
time for the Seer to stand upon his watch-tower, to see what the
Lord should say to him, and what he should answer to his reproof.
—What follows the expression, * was healed,” does not refer to
the beast in general, but has especial respect to the time, when
the head of the beast was healed, after he had received the deadly
wound. This appears not only from the natural progress of the
narration, but also and more especially from the circumstance,
that in ver. 8 the future is substituted for the preterite ; while in
ch. xvii. 8 it ia * they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,” here
the corresponding expression is, *“ they that dwell on the earth
wondered’—a proof that transactions are referred to, which were
even then in the course of taking place. The practical conclu-
sion in ver. 9, 10, points also to the same result.—The wondering
astonishment (comp. ch. xvii, 8) with which the earth follows the
beast, comes not merely in spite of the death, but also on account
of the healing—see on ver. 12, 14. A sad presentiment, that it
was over with the ungodly power of this world, accompanied the
preaching of Christ's gospel even through the heathen world.
From this feeling alone can we explain the rage of persecution.
* Nothing,” says Ziillig, * awoke more astonishment and greater
faith, in respect to the Messiah, than his resurrection after he
had been killed.” Nor was it otherwise in the case of the beast,
the earthly power of heathendom. The new life which it dis-
played, the success that attended its persecutions, the helpless
prostration of the church, were all contrary to the expectations of
its own adherents, who had not merely heard the external report
of Christ's victory, but had also felt the truth of it in their con-
Bciences.

Ver. 4. And worshipped the dragon,! because he gave the

1 The proper reeding is v 3péxovrs and & Onplov. Bengel long ago remarked,
“ g 3pdxovrs, & middle reading, since what follows is o3 Onplor; whenoce some have
put the accusative, and others the dative, twion,” ITpooxuwsiv is in like manner con-
strued variously with the dat. and the aceus, in Joln iv. 21; Revw, xiv, 9, 11, xx. 4.
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power to the beast, and worshipped the beast: Who is like the
beast ! and who can make war with him! Bengel remarks,
“ Those, who regarded the beast as deserving of adoration, at the
same time worshipped the dragon, without being themselves con-
scious of it. This was very agreeable to the dragon. Those
who despise the Son of God, despise also the Father, although
they are not aware of it. And there is the same connection
on the other side in regard to the worship of the beast and the
dragon.” This representation, however, has arisen merely from
the embarrassment in which the worship of the dragon involves
those who understand by the beast the Papacy. We cannot here
think of a worshipping of the dragon simply in the beast. For
it is expressly said, that they worshipped the dragon because he
gave. In the kind of worship paid, therefore, a distinction was
observed between the giver of the power and the bearer of it.
We are rather to hold, that they worshipped the dragon under
the form of an idolatrous service, which, according to ch. ix. 20,
has a demoniacal, Satanic background. The property of being
incomparable belongs only to God—see Ex. xv. 11; Ps. Ixxxix.
7; Isa. xl. 18—and to Christ, who is connected with him by
oneness of nature, and appears in the Revelation under the name
of Michael, “ who is like God,” (Rev. xii. 7.) They make
the beast, to which the dragon gives his power, or the beast in his
connection with the dragon, a Michael, and scornfully challenge
the true Michael and his servants to measure themselves with
him. They were allared to this folly by seeing the beast stand
" before them in renovated strength. God had raised Christ from
the dead, and had thereby powerfully revived the hopes of his
prostrate church, and filled Ler with buoyant and victorious
energy. A similar wonder seemed now to be wrought by the
dragon in favour of the beast. This also celebrated a resurrec-
tion, and hence the jubilee-shout of his adherents rose so high:
Who is like the beast, and who can make war with him?
Ver. 5. And a mouth was given him, which spoke great
things and blasphemies,' and power was given him to do? forty
1 Inetead BAao¢pnulas several, whom Luther follows, have SAacdpnulay, from ver. 6;
others SAdopnua; Bengel: ob uaydra.
2 Many copyists have found themselves unable to comprehend the elliptical and

Hebraistic woiioas, Hence they have either dropt the word out, or they bave shoved in
before it woAepov, taken from ver. 7.
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and two months. The expression, there was given, is very-con-
solatory. The word, “ what hast thou, which thou hast not re-
ceived,” holds here also; if it is the true God who moves the
tongues of his enemies, and wields their arms, it can be no real
evil, so far as the church is concerned, it can only be a concealed
good, which he gives to the enemy; in his own time he will
again resume what he has taken; so that the load cry, “ Who is
like the beast?” can no longer occasion bitter tears, but should
only be matter for derision, It is not without meaning, that the
“1It was given” is so frequently repeated in this chapter, It

appears in three pairs ; two of which belong to the first beast .

ver. b and 7, and one to the second, ver. 14, 15.—We are tanght
by the analogy of the second part of the verse not to think, in
respect to the giving of the inclination to blaspheme, but only of
the liberty granted for the indulgence of this inclination by God,
who could with one stroke have bronght the beast to the ground
(Ex. ix. 15, 16), or the presenting of such conditions as were
necessary to its being indulged. De Wette is of opinion: * We
would say, It was permitted him to speak ; but that according
to the style of Scripture the permission of God is considered as
a doing.” The idea, however, of mere permission, is not worthy
of Him in whom we live, and move, and have our being ; who has
our breath and all our ways in his hand ; without whom we can-
not so much as lift our arm or our tongue. Such an idea places
the creature in a certain, though limited independence, beside

his Creator.—The simple doing forms an antithesis to the speak-

ing. What was to be done is more specifically described in ver.
7.!—In Dan. vii. 8, 20, a mouth is attributed to the little horn
speaking great things; here blasphemies are also added. We

have a specimen of these blasphemies in the words: * Who is

like the beast, and who can make war with him,” spoken in the
Lord’s presence, and before his anointed and his charch.—The
Jorty and two months have already occurred, in ch. xi. 2 (comp.
xii. 6, 14), as the signature of the world's dominion over the

1 The doing is not put for acting. but it is used elliptically, as fry very frequently is, for
example, Ps. xxii, 81, xxxvii. §, lii. 10; Dan. viii. 12, 24, xi, 7, 80, to which passages of
Daniel allusion is here made—and the object is to be supplied from the context: what
he wished ; or still better: what the mouth spake. Here no indication is as yet given of
the object of the doing (though that may be gsthered from the connection in which it
stands with the speaking), but the deing itself is put in contradistinction to the speaking.
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church, or of the temporary subjection of the people of God. It
shall last only forty-two months—so ghould the church say:
(comp. what was said at ch. ii. 10, on * Ye shall have tribulation
ten days”), whenever power is given to the beast over them ; and
with that silence natural reason, which, as soon as it sees no human
means of help at hand, is ready to exclaim, * All is lost!” The
world has nothing, which has not been given to it by the Lord of
the church, and in its rage against the church, there is still a
prescribed period set to it, even when the church has been
brought to the lowest condition, and that period not a long one.
While the forty and two months continue, the saying of our Lord,
“In the world ye shall have tribulation,” goes into fulfilment;
but at the close the comforting assurance stands fast, “ I have
overcome the world."—The relation of the verse before us to ver.
6 and 7, was correctly settled by Vitringa. We have here the
general plan, there the filling up, first in reference to the mouth,
ver. 6, then in reference to the doing, ver. 7.

Ver. 6. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy® against
God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and those that
dwell in heaven. Bengel: * Blasphemy against God is else-
where said to be committed in three different ways: when any-
thing is attributed to him, which is contrary to his holiness;
when anything is disowned that rightfully belongs to him; and
when anything is aseribed to the ereatures, which belongs to him
alone.”” The name of God (St John makes very frequent men-
tion of the name of God and of Christ), is the product of his
acts (comp. on ch. xi. 18), of his revelation, of his historically
manifested glory. When we hear his name, we remember all
that he has done. The name is the focus, in which all the rays
from his actions meet. In my commentary on Ps. xx. 1, under
the clause *“ The name of the God of Jacob exalt thee,” it was ob-

1 Dionysius of Alexandria says of the persecution under Valerian, in Eusebius VII.
10: “ It wan in like manner revealed to John: ¢ And there was given to him,’ he says,
‘& mouth speaking great things and Llasphemy, and power was given to him forty and
two months.’ Both were wonderfully verified in Valerian,” The persecution of that
time occupied the second balf of his reign, which lasted abont seven years. The em-
peror was stirred np to persecute the Christians by & certain teacher and principal person
among the Magi from Egypt—a master in * abominable enchantments ;” so that in him
also was fulBiled what is efterwards (ver. 12—18) said of the second besst.

2 Instead of BAacgnulay severnl copies have Shacpnulas, from ver. 5, as there some
have BAacpnuiar from this verse. N
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served, * The name of the God of Jacob, is as much as, God who
has manifested himself as the God of Jacob, or Jacob's God, who
by a fulness of deeds has manifested himself to be such. God is
not merely the God of Jacob, but he iz also named thus; he has
made himself known in this character, and has gotten to himself
a pame, that is glorious and terrible—Deut. xxviii. 58, His
election is not a hidden, but a revealed one, confirmed by deeds.
Without such deeds the God of Jacob wounld be nameless ; his
name would be a shell without a kernel.”” See besides on Ps.
xxii. 31, xxiii. 3, Ixxiv. 10, lxxxiii. 16. The main element in
the name of God is his revelation in Christ, and the most fearful
blasphemy of his name is committed, when this most glorious re-
velation is consigned to the region of lies and sin—see Heb, i. 1.
Hence, we may understand, why the blasphemy of Christ is not
mentioned along with the blasphemy of God. It is comprehended
in the blasphemy of the name of God, and forms the kernel of it.
Moreover, blasphemy is committed against the name of God,
when attacks are made on the holy Scriptures, which are the ori-
ginal record of the acts and words of Gtod, of which his name is
composed.—On the temple of Giod as a designation of the church,
see vol. i., p. 395. Here the temple bears the name of the
tabernacle, or the tent, because this was its original form ; and
it is the more suitable in this place, as at the period of the per-
secution here referred to the church was again in the wilderness
(comp. ch. xii. 6, 14), to which this original form of the sanctu-
ary belonged. That the tabernacle of God is here used as a de-
signation of his church, admits of no doubt, from the connection
in which it stands with those, who dwell in heaven, saints and
believers, corresponding to the connection between the temple
and those who worship in it, in ch, xi. 1. The name of God and
his tabernacle hang very closely together. Without the name
" no tabernacle, and where the name is, there must also the taber-
nacle be. The church assembles, not about a concealed, but only
about a manifested God—abont the God, who has gotten to him-
self a glorious name (Isa. lxiv. 14), which first reached its perfec-
tion in Christ; and in this especially she must find a point of
union,—On the dwelling of all believers in heaven, see at ch. xii.
12; Phil. iii. 20; Heb. xii. 22; Rev. xxi. 2, 10, iii. 12, according
to which, till the introduction of the new world, Jerusalem, the
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boly city, the mother of all believers (Gal. iv. 26), who even in
this vale of tears have their citizenship there, is in heaven.
Those who are spoken of here as dwelling in heaven, are identi-
cal with the saints in ver. 7, 10; here we have blasphemies, in
ver. 7, active persecutions. That believers on earth are not ex-
cluded, that, on the contrary, they ave principally meant, is evi-
dent alone from the circamstance, that it is this section of the
saints which forms the chief object of the blasphemies of the
beast and his adherents; it is these, who are calumniated as
evil-doers, and their good behaviour in Christ reproached—comp.
1 Pet. ii. 12, iii. 16.—Blasphemy against God is the genus ; the
different species are the blaspheming of his name, which is con-
verted into an empty one, & nomen vanum, by transmuting his-
tory into poetry and lies—the blaspheming of his tabernacle,
which is bereft of a present God (comp. Ex. xxv. 8; Matt. xxviii.
20), and changed into a wretched building of man, unworthy any
more of bearing the name of the tabernacle of meeting, where
“ God and angels meet with man’--finally, the blaspheming of
those who dwell in heaven, denying that they possess his Spirit,
and changing them from saints into evil-doers, thus blaspheming
God himself, who dwells in them through his Spirit. These three
kinds of blasphemy against God always go hand in hand, and
are never found apart. They have now again become rampant,
gince the beast of Daniel in the little horn has once more come
upon the stage, and Gog and Magog have taken the place of the
beast in the Apocalypse. ’

Ver. 7. And it was given him to make war and to overcome
them.!  _And power was given him over every tribe and people,?
and tongue and nation, In ch. xi. 7 it is said, And when
they have finished their testimony, the beast, which ascends out

1 The words xai {868n—abrols are wnntingfn important MSS,, and are omitted by
Lacbmann. Bat they cannot be dispensed with—sinoe, otherwise, only the first propo-
sition of ver. 5 would be developed, and either both must have a faller development, or
neither of them. The words also are confirmed by a comparison of ch. xi. 7, an antici-
patory passage, which required to be resumed here and set in its proper place ; and by
Dauie), ch. vii. 21. Bengel : * The words here do not so exactly noincide with those in
Dau. vii. 21, that we sbonld sappose them to have been borrowed thence.” The omission
oan only have arisen from copyista gliding over one xal £350n to the other,

2 The word people is omitted by Luther (also in the English version), and thus the
nnmber four is lost, which, in all the parallel passages, is preserved in enumerations.

2
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of the abyss, shall make war with them and overcome them.”
To this anticipatory passage a literal allusion is intentionally
made in the verse before us. Hitherto it has possessed the
character of a riddle, but here the riddle is explained. There
the object of the conflict and the victory was the testimony, here
it is believers generally. The fundamental passage is Dan. vii.
21, ¢ 1 beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints and
overcame them.”” The reference to this fundamental passage is
full of comsolation; for there immediately follows in ver. 22,
*Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to
the saints of the Most High, and the time came that the saints
should possess the kingdom.” What is said in Daniel primarily
of the little horn is here applied to the beast, though that little
horn corresponds with the Gog and Magog of Revelation. And
so also what is said here of the beast, of his conflict with the
church of Christ and his victory over it, holds good respecting
Gog and Magog. Hence we may account for the extreme brevity
of the description given us of Gog and Magog. What is merely
indicated there, is to be extended and filled up from the delinea-
tion of the beast, whose activity, interrupted for a thousand
years, is again resumed by Gog and Magog. Whenever this is
duly attended to, the description of the beast acquires an entirely
new meaning. It then no longer relates simply to things past,
but has respect also to the conflicts which we ourselves have to
maintain, and fills ws with an apprehension of the desperate
character which these conflicts may be expected increasingly to
assume, as well as inspires us with courage to stand fast in the
midst of them. The power consists in this, that all must either
worship or suffer persecution ; that the tribes and nations of the
world have no choice left them between worship and death. By
confining what is said here merely to the worshippers of the
beast, the connection is lost with what precedes; and by con-
fining it merely to Christians (Ewald), the connection with ver.
8 is lost. In regard to the four number of the tribes, &c., see
onch. v. 9, vii. 9, x. 11, xi. 9; also xiv. 6, xvii. 15.

Ver. 8. And all that dwell upon the earth' shall worship

1 The xatosxoiwras exi Ths yfs is a stending formula in the Apoc —see ch. iii. 10,
viii. 18, xi, 10, xiii. 14, xvii. 8 An ergument might be drawn from this peculiarity of
expression in support of the view, that John is not the author of the book. But this
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him, whose name is not written in the book of life of the Lamb
that was slain, from the foundation of the world. Shall wor-
ship Atm (not it)—the king, acecording to ch. xvii. 10, by whom
the beast was then represented, the Roman emperor. The shall
worship shews that the matter was viewed as still in the act of
becoming, and that the prophet saw the end only in the begin-
ning.! * The worship,” Bengel remarks, ¢ is not to be regarded
as a purely external homage, but consists principally in an in-
ward veneration, holding the power of the beast to be divine, by
which the light of faith in Jesus Christ comes to be greatly ob-
scured, or altogether extinguished.” He observes also upon the
clause “ whose name is not written,” &c., as follows : * The trial
shall be so general and so severe, that both here and in ¢ch. xvii. 8,
their election is set over against it as a security (comp. Matt. xxiv.
24.) The elect alone shall be preserved. The human race will
then be divided into two very unequal masses. The smaller will
remain on the side of the Lamb ; the far larger will worship the
adversary.” With respect to the book of life, see on ch. iii. 5.
Here this book is more exactly defined, as belonging to the
Lamb that was slain. (In ch. xxi. 27, simply “ the Lamb’s book
of life” is named.) The ground of our salvation is not our good
deeds, but Christ, or more precisely the sacrifice of Christ, the
atonement made by his blood (comp. ch. xii. 11, v. 9); whence
it is, that Christ appears here under the designation of the Lamb
that was slain. Whatever name is not written by him in the
book of life, that name shall never be found there. Since the
-book of life is unreservedly ascribed to the Lamb that was slain,
all salvation, not excepting that of the saints of the Old Testa-
ment, is thus represented as depending on the one sacrifice
of Christ. Those who have been reconciled through the blood of
this Lamb, and have their names written in his book of life, have
power to overcome Satan and the beast (comp. ch. xii. 11.) But

very peculiarity teaches us to be cantious in drawing such conclusions. For the ex-
pression is manifestly but a particular result of the dependence exercised in the Apoe.
on the Old Testament-—comp, Jer. x. 18; Ps, xxxiii. 8; Tsa xviii. 18, That it is
an Old Testament form of expression, is rendered plainer by ch, ziv. 6, where for xaroi»
xobvTas iwi Tiv yis we bhave xabnuiévor ixl Tie yijs. Sv" has the meaning both of
dwelling and sitling. }

1 To the future here, mpocoxwmicove:, corresponds in ch. xvii, the future favué-
aovrat, for which we have J0aépacsv in ver, 8 of this chapter.
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if salvation has been won for believers by blood and death, they
are thereby made to understand, that through blood and death
also they must gain the victory—see Rom. viii. 17, 36, and Rev.
ii. 10, xii. 11,—That the expression, * from the foundation of the
world,” must not be referred to the slaying of the Lamb—as was
often done before the time of Bengel—but to the writing of the
name in the Lamb’s book of life, appears from the parallel pas-
sage, ch. xvii. 8! Instead of, *from the foundation of the
world,” it might have stood, *‘ from before the foundation of the
world,” as in John xvii. 24; Eph. i. 4; comp. iii. 11. But we
should not on this account, either here or in Matt. xxv. 34, have
naturally expected before, in place of from. The Seer here
desires to carry the matter no higher than the foundation of the
world; he wishes merely to express the thought, that election
precedes existence, which must necessarily be subsequent to the
foundation of the world, The words declare the fixed and im-
moveable nature of the divine counsel, which was formed even
before a single individual of the persons embraced in it had come
into being. A reference to such.a counsel so fixed and determi-
nate is full of consolation for those, who are oppressed by the
mighty and apparently irresistible power of this world, for the
purpose of constraining them to worship the beast. Here there
ig a rock, on which its waves must break. Wherever temptation
reaches its greatest height, there nothing preserves but the
eternal election, which rests as to its foundation on the atone-
ment of Christ. The world constantly does homage to what, in
point of fact, holds possession of the power. We have been:
taught this by our recent experience. But this eternal election
secures us of a safe protection. It is impossible, as our Lord
testified (Matt. xxiv. 24), to deceive the elect to their rnin. We
have a parallel to the words before us in ch. xi. 1, where, not-
withstanding the pressure of the power of the world, the temple
and those who worship in it are described as being preserved.
The true members of the church are simply those, who by virtue

1 Bengel besides presses the following considerations: “ The Apocalypss often speaks
of the Lamb slein; it never adds from the foundation of the world; mor, in truth, was
he slain from the foundation of the world, Hebr. ix. 26; they who hold him to have been
slain in the divine decree from the foundation of the world, may with equal justice speak
of bim as having been also born, raised from the dead, ascanded to heaven,”
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of Christ's blood, which they have appropriated by a living faith,
bave come to be among the elect. Such may, indeed, be out-
wardly overcome and even killed by the beast, but they can never
be drawn by him into apostacy.

Ver. 9. If any one has an ear, let him hear. Ver.10. He
that leads into captivity, shall go into captivity ; he that kills
with the sword, must be killed with the sword. Here is the
patience and the faith of the saints. According to ver. 9 there
is a double point to be attended to. What is to be heard follows
in ver. 10. In the epistles the call, “ He that has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches” (the latter part of the
clanse is also to be supplied here), is addressed in respect to the
mysterions promises given to the churches, which required to be
explained and understood in a spiritual manner (see on ch. ii. 7.)
Here also the words intimate that the conmsolatory truth which
follows, is a very hard one, and is above the discernment of the
natural heart. The heart in a state of nature always cleaves to
the visible, and the truth, ** There is a reward for the righteous,
there is 2 God who judges in the earth,” must be hard for it.
The words here (which purposely, for the sake of aveiding what
might seem a standing formala, present a slight deviation from
those employed in the epistles—there « He that hath,” here « If
any one has”), call aloud to all, that they should endeavour to
make their escape from this natural condition into the region of
the Spirit, so that they may come to enjoy the divine consolation,
a8 it is presented in what follows. Many, who have had an ear,
lose it when the temptation rises to its highest pitch (Luke xxiv.
25.) To unfold the divine congolations to such, is to preach to
deaf ears. Besides, the consolation, which the ear is here called
to hear, is only a preliminary one—a sharply pointed utterance,
in which all is concentrated, that afterwards is set forth at large
for desponding hearts, and in the strength of which they might
be enabled to look the formidable beast in the face, till further
help Bhould arrive. The prophet, or rather the Lord, in whose
name he speaks, cannot, in a manner, find it in his heart to leave
believers so long altogether without consolation, till the descrip-
tion of the first beast’s ferocities could be placed beside those of
the second. It was necessary, that he should even now address
to them a powerful word of encouragement.—The meaning of
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ver. 10 was given quite correctly by Vitringa, as intimating that
the persecutors of the church should experience the vengeance of
God, and should suffer the same evils which they had inflicted on
the saints. There are parallels, for example, in Deut. xxxii. 43,
“ He will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render ven-
geance to his adversaries ;" and Ps. xciv. 12,13, ** Blessed is the
man whow thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest out of thy law,
that thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, until
the pit be digged for the wicked.” According to Bengel, the re-
compense spoken of is ‘“that which awaits those, who defend
themselves against the beast otherwise than is agreeable to the
intention of God.” But in the carrying away of prisoners and
killing with the sword, all naturally think, not of the conquered,
but of him to whom it was given, according to ver. 7, to make
war on the saints, and to overcome them. The analogy of the
use made in the epistles of the formula, * He that hath ears,” etc.,
also seems to indicate, that it is a promise, and not a warning,
which we have in the words before us.—St John himself belonged
to the number of the captives, being in the isle of Patmos, for
the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. In the
original it is properly prisoners of war that are meant.! But
this arises merely from the same figure being continued that was
used in ver. 7, where the persecution appears as a war, which the
beast makes on the saints. If we leave out of view what belongs
to the figure of war, we shall find simply marked the deportations
which first appeared in the persecution under Domitian (see In-
troduction.) As an example of those killed with the sword, we
find Antipas mentioned in ch. vi. 9, 11, where it is pre-supposed
a8 a fact, that many had even then suffered death for the testi-

1 The phrase cvvdyuv alyualwelay occurs also in 1 Mace. xiv. 7: xal cvidyayss
alxuakwalay ToMdv, It corresponds to the Hebrew "ap mav and rwd; mbam, and de-
notes the bringing together of captives (Luke xxi. 24), for the purpose of transporting
them from their own to & foreign land. The reading adopted by Tischendorf from the
Cod. Alex. : ol 7is als alxualwelay, se aixpualwolar dxrdys, which introduces a harsh
ellipsis into the text, originated in an ignorance of the Hebrew idiom, which is so ap-
propriate to this book, and was certainly not introduced by any copyist, and which also
goes hand in hand with the representation of the persecution under the image of war.
For this was derived from the Old Testament relations, according to which the Lord’s
people formed a separate nation, The Hebraism was the more readily missed bere, as
alypalwola (which is used of prisoners of war in Numb. xxxi, 12; Amos i, 8; Eph. iv,
8), ocours presently afterwards in its usual Greek meaning of captivity.
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mony of Jesus, and also implied that many more had still to
suffer. From such passages as ch. xii. 16, *“ And the earth helped
the woman ;” xvii. 16, * And the ten horns which thou sawest,
and the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with
fire;” xviii. 6,—we see that under the expression, he shall be
killed with the sword, we are not merely to think of God’s
avenging sword. *‘ He who sheds man's blood, by man shall his
blood be shed,” this declaration—which lies at the foundation of
what is written here—must be fully realised. As in the original
passage, and in Matth. xxvi. 52, we bave before us here, not a
command, but a prophecy—not the rule by which the civil power
was to proceed, but that by which God was to work. The two,
however, are not so different from each other as they may seem
to be. The rule of God's procedure is, at the same time, the rule
by which the magistrate should regulate his doings, as certainly
as he is the servant of God for the punishment of evil doers.
Those who would withhold from the magistrate the right of capi--
tal punishment are always the persons who have no living sense
of the punitive righteousness of God. The declaration of our
text has often been fulfilled in particular cases; we need only
think of Domitian, Valerian, Julian.' But these were only pre-
ludes of the more comprehensive fulfilments it was to receive in
" persecuting Rome and the other persecuting monarchies that have
trod in her footsteps, and are still treading (see on Gog and
Magog the ungodly power of the last times, ch xx. 9.)—That we
must explain, ‘* Here is the patience and the faith of the saints,”
here they are in their right place, and they have here their proper
work (not: in this word respecting a coming retribution they have
their root), appears by comparing ver. 18, ch. xiv. 12, xvii. 9.
Patience and faith are here in their place ; whatever individual,
whatever church possesses them, if they but shine forth in the
lustre of these graces, it will be seen how soon the wicked go to
destruction, coming to a dreadful end, and how the righteous, on

1 Bossuet: “ St John, distressed by the long sofferings of the saints, with which all
the chapters of his book are uccupied, enters into their sorrow, and consoles them with
this declarntion. It bas been verified to the letter, even in the case of the emperors.
Valerian, who had dragged so many of the faithful w0 prison, was himse!f dragged
thither by the king of Persia, and reduced to & harder servitude than what he had im-
posed on others; his blood was shed, as Le had shed that o1 saints,” ete.

VOL. 11. [
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the other hand, flourish like the palm-trees, and grow like the
cedars in Lebanon., Patience is that which prevents men from
becoming faint and languid, as those who are spoken of in Matth.
xiii. 21 —see on ch. ii. 3. The sort of patience is faith, which
keeps its eye on God's sword of vengeance, hanging over the
adversaries, and descries his avenging hand in the clouds. The
prophet comes to the help of this faith and patience in what fol-
lows—as he there presents in the liveliest colours possible the
divine retribution, clothes it, as it were, with flesh and blood, so
that they may successfully maintain the conflict with what ont-
wardly appears of an adverse nature.

THE THIRD ENEMY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD—THE BEAST
FROM THE EARTH, CH. XIi1I. 11—18,

The prophet sees a second beast ascend out of the earth,
-earthly and demoniacal wisdom. Its horns being like lamb's
horns indicated that in the secret, spiritual manner in which it
should seek to operate on men’s minds, it was to resemble Christ ;
while its speech, being like that of the dragon, implied that it
was to have, in common with the first beast, an ungodly nature,
hatred to Christ and his church. It was to give itself to the ser-
vice of this first beast, and in it the power of that beast was to
find its chief support. Its whole energy is directed to the one
point, of inducing the inhabitants of the earth to worship the
first beast. Its origin, form, and nature are described in ver. 11,
and its activity in the one grand direction in ver. 12. 1In the in-
terest of its master it does great wonders, and employs the autho-
rity it thus acquires to the purpose of sedncing the inhabitants
of the earth to make an idol of the first beast, which by its art
it inspires, as it were, with life, and accomplishes, that as many
as refused to worship this idol should be put to death, ver. 13—15.
It brings the whole world to the alternative of either receiving a
mark of the first beast, his name or the number of his name ; or,
in the event of their refusing it, having withdrawn from them the
means of life, ver. 16, 17. In ver. 18 the number of the beast is
given, and consequently also his name.

Benge! says, *“ The beast out of the sea is by much the more
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distingnished of the two. The beast out of the earth comes with
all that he is and can do merely as the herald of the other—his
armour-bearer, his advocate. Not this latter, but the first beast
is the one that is worshipped, has the ten horms, &e. Mention
is often made of the first beast alone, but never of the other with-
out the first. The whole being and object of the second are
summed up in its doing to the first the part of a false prophet.”

This enemy, too, has a long past history : from the first it has
been the attendant and helper of the second enemy of God's king-
dom. The God-opposing power of this world has constantly
gone hand in hand with its wisdom. Pharaoh, when contending
with the Lord and his people, was surrounded by his wise men ;—
see Ex. vii. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 8. In like manver we find the
king of Babylon attended by his wise men, Dan. i. 20, ii. 2, ss.,
v. 7, 8; and they had their place around him as the props of the
state, and its guardians against misfortune (Is. xlvii.) However,
in this case no survey is taken of the past, as in regard to the
first and second beast. The influence of this enemy is only re-
presented from the period, when the war of the first beast against
the kingdom of God after the healing of its deadly wound burst
forth anew.

If it is certain, that the first beast revives again in Gog and
Magog, we must not regard its ingeparable attendant, the second
beast, as for ever buried, but must consider every word that is
said of it a8 of practical moment also for us. Wherever the un-
godly state again flourishes, there also the ungodly wisdom is sure
to be in attendance, to strengthen its hands and deck out its
pretensions.

Ver. 11. And I saw another beast arise oul of the earth, and
he had two horns like a lamb’s horns, and spake like a dragon.
That this other beast denotes false ungodly teaching is clear
alone from the designation of the false prophet, under which he
appears elsewhere—comp. xvi. 13, xix. 20, xx. 10. The more
exact destination we learn from the circumstance of this second
beast coming to the help of the first, when the laiter undertook
the war against Christ. On this ground we conclude, it can only
be the antichristian heathen wisdom. We formerly adduced
proof (vol. i. p. 27), to shew that even at the time the Apoca-

lypse was written under Domitian, the claims made I2>y the Ro-
c
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man empire in opposition to Christ found support in a false
worldly wisdom. This enemy appears only kere under the name
of a beast, which is to be explained from the circumstance, that
the name had become peculiarly appropriated, through the pro-
phecies of Daniel, to the power of the world as opposed to the in-
terest of God. It is of importance here only as indicating, that
the false wisdom of the world has the same source of life as its
power. The name of beast was very humbling and vexatious for
such persons as thought they had almost raised themselves by
their asrial speculations above the common lot of bhumanity.
To the name of beast here corresponds, in Jas. iii. 15, the des-
cription of human wisdom a8 sensual (Yvyurn) ; of the soul, the
soul being common to man with the beasts. The Gnostics, who
actually were the wisdom of the heathen world under a Chris-
tian dress, have the same epithet applied to them in Jude v. 19,
as having merely animal life, but no spirit, corresponding to the
designation of “ brate beasts’ in ver. 10. We point also for eln-
cidation to 1 Cor. ii. 12—14, where “ man’s wisdom” in like
manner appears confined to the lower region of the soul, to which
is opposed the region of God's Spirit.—The beast arises out of
the earth. This origin of the second beast corresponds to its de-
signation as a beast. The original passage is Dap. vii.17. The
four beasts, which had arisen out of the sea, are there said to be
four kings, who should arise out of the earth, in contrast to the
kingdom, which the God of heaven should set up—ii. 44. In
John viii, 23, the expression,  who is from above,” standsin op-
position to those who are from beneath ; and the same contrast is
presently after marked by being of this world and not being of it.
In John iii. 3, our Lord speaks in opposition to a purely earthly
origin, of being born from above. This being born from above
is afterwards explained by being * born of the Spirit” (ver. 8.)
The want of spirit, and, corresponding to it, the purely animal,
brate nature, is the characteristic mark of that wisdom which
comes, not from above, bat out of the earth. 'The earth, out of
which the prophet sees the beast ascending, stands in opposition
to the heaven (comp. * the wisdom which is from above.”) But
what thus belongs only to the earth, has its origin also in hell,
between which and the earth there exists a free communication
~—comp. ch. ix. 1, where through the medium of the operfed well-
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pit the evil spirit ascends from hell to the earth. In things per-
taining to the spirit earth has no productions of its own. Either
heaven or hell, God or the devil, are always standing in the back-
ground. According to ch. xvi. 13, the spirits of devils proceed
out of the mouth of the false prophet. That the earthly origin,
too, when more profoundly considered, is a hellish one, may be
inferred from the beast ascending through the medium of the
earth out of hell, or, at least, receiving thence his inspiration.
The name of the false prophet itself also points in the same direc-
tion. The essential element in prophesying is, the inspiration.
Revelation and prophecy are inseparably connected together.
The false prophet can only be one who, instead of the Divine,
has a Satanic inspiration. A prophet, who is destitute of the
higher Spirit, must be fall of the spirit from the abyss. Of the
three predicates, therefore, which in Jas. iii. 15 are applied to
the wisdom of this world—earthly, sensual, devilish—the first and
second correspond to the rising out of the earth here ; while the
middle one corresponds to the designation of the false prophet by
the name of beast.—In regard to the form of the beast, here only
its horns are taken notice of. It is, therefore, of no use to throw
out conjectures regarding the other parts. The figure of the wolf
saggested by Vitringa would scarcely suit. The false prophets
in Matth. vii. 15 are only in respect to their internal disposition
“ravening wolves.”—Of the horns it is not said, that they were
like the, but a lamb, for : the horns of a lamb—a lamb in 8o far
as he has horns. But since they are like lamb’s horns, they are
also like to the horns of the lamb. Horns are a symbol of power
(see on v. 6.) The Lamb in the passage referred to is repre-
sented as having seven horns. The horns being seven in nnmber
indicates that power belonged to it in a very high degree. Here the
horns are only two, showing that its falness of power is far below
that of the Lamb. But a resemblance exists in the shape of the
horns. These are in both cases so small and imperceptible, that one
would think, nothing could be accomplished by them. The wis-
dom of this world has so much in common with Christ, that its
power is a concealed one; its manner of working is invisible, at
least not palpable. The more spiritual, however, the power is,
it is 80 much the more efficient. We must not understand the
horns being like lamb's horns, of gentleness, goodness, meekness
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(as Bengel thinks),—for according to what follows, such qualities
had no place here; but it must denote something which really
belongs to the beast, not what it has merely in appearance. In
the case of the Lamb also, it 18 not meekness that is denoted by
the horns. The expression: like a dragon, is of much the same
meaning with, like the dragon. For, how a dragon would speak
—if it could speak—this we can only learn from what the dragon
actually speaks. In the preceding verses no gpeech of the dragon
is expressly recorded. But we can be in no doubt respecting its
nature. For, the whole being of the dragon concentrates itself
in hatred against Christ and his church, in panting after bloody
persecutions. [Ecrasez I'Infame—this is its watchword, and that
also of the second beast. De Wette, when remarking * like a
dragon, namely cunning, deceitful, comp. Gen. iii. 1,” substitutes
the serpent for the dragon. Satan bears the mame of dragon
only as the prince of this world, who plies every effort to main-
tain his dominion over it, and to extirpate those who set them-
selves against him.

Ver. 12. And he makes all the power of the first beast before
him; and makes, that the earth and those who dwell on it
should worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.
Bengel remarks, “The other beast urges the worship of the
first ; and the first, whose power the other has entirely at com-
mand, has only, as it were, to look on, and allow himself to be
worshipped. The earth and they who dwell on it are brought to
this by the other beast.” The prophet had already spoken of
the power of the beast, in ver. 2, 4,5, 7. Of these passages
respect is here bad more especially to the last; *“ And power
was given him over all tribes and peoples, and tongues and
nations.” The wisdom of this world is the main support of this
power. The state of heathendom would soon have sunk into
utter ruin, if this had not lent its aid. Brute force is always
impotent. That only which has an ally in public sentiment, can
have a lasting existence. And it was to secure that, that the
false wisdom put forth its energies. The lamb’s horns of science
are more powerful than the bullock’s horns of the state. Neander
in his Church History (vol. i. p. 213), remarks in unintentional
coincidence with this verse: * Intellectual weapons united with
external violence to attack the new principle, which had begun
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to manifest itself in the life of mankind.” Bengel also remarks,
*“ What the first beast has power to do, this other does in his
name, since the first can no longer take the business directly in
hand—although his power in itself still continnes.” He impro-
perly substitutes for the power itself that, which the first beast
has power to do. The expression, before him, implies that he
acts as his servant, works in his interest. Following Vitringa,
Zillig erroneously explains: “ Before his eyes, not only as his
servant, who as such should stand before him, but also as his
servant of hearty good-will, who delights to be seen acting for
him.” 1In the Old Testament phraseology, to stand before any
one, simply means to serve him, without the collateral idea of
good-will in the service. It is enough to compare Ex. xxiv. 13,
“Joshua his servant,” with Deat. i. 388, “ Joshua who stands
before him ;”’ them Numb. iii. 6, ¢ Bring the tribe of Levi near,
and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may serve
him,” 1 Kings x. 8, “ These thy servants who stand continually
before thee,” (LXX. évwmiév oov), Dan. i. 5. In Rev. xix. 20,
the before him is explained by the preceding with him. The
second makes resumes the former:' It makes, or exercises the
power of the first beast, as it brings the inhabitants of the earth
to the length of worshipping the first beast, and thus to recog-
nize his power, and submit themselves to him. That the earth
is named beside and before its inhabitants, was probably done
with a view to the contrast with the heaven and them that dwell
therein, in ver. 6, and in reference to the ascending of the beast
out of the earth, in ver. 11. In this connection the earth and
thoge that dwell in it would not be absolately all who have their
local habitation on the earth, but only the earthly-minded por-
tion of its inhabitants (Phil. iii. 19.) The words, “ whose deadly
wound was healed,” cannot possibly have been given as a mere
note of distinction; the simple epithet of * the first beast”
would have been quite sufficient for that. They are rather in-
tended to point to what the second beast urged as the ground of
his solicitation, that men should worship the first. He appeals
to the new life that was manifested by the first beast, the great
success of his persecutions, and the helpless and prostrate condi-

1 On this account alone the reading, xai éwolst instead of wo:i¢ cannot be the cor
rect one.
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tion of the church (see on ver. 3, and also on ver. 14.) Besides,
the healing can be no perfect and thorough one, in the feeling of
the beast bimself, and of those who serve him. The strenuous
exertions made to help his canse, bear evidence to this. The
old naive confidence is gone. The efforts of a worldly philosophy
to prop up and maintain the worship of idols, also come under
the class of things here referred to. For this was only another
form of the service which was yielded to the dominant worldly
power. The Roman state was honoured in the idol-gods which
it had set up. At the time when Christianity appeared, faith in
these gods had already been much shaken. * Pious sentiment,”
says Tzschirner, on the Fall of Heathenism, p. 118, ¢ had vanished
from the soul, no longer did any faith in the avenging and pro-
tecting gods dwell in the depths of the heart. Polytheism had
become a mythology without doctrine, a bodily service without devo-
tional feeling, a lifeless form, a mere shell.” Neander also says,
in reference to the letter of Pliny, ‘¢ He requires, inasmuch as he
looks mpon religion as a matter of state, unconditional obedience
even here to the laws of the empire. With the character of the
religion he has nothing to do. Whatever that might be, de-
fiance of the imperial laws must be severely punished ™ (History,
vol. i.,, p. 134.) And again, at p. 136, “ He was of opinion, that
open contempt of the * Roman ceremonies,” open resistance to the
laws of the empire, could not be suffered in any case to go un-
punished, even though no act was connected with it of a morally
punishable nature.” Bengel says in his cloging prayer, “ What
the Spirit of truth has done in thy servants, the same is done in
the contrary direction by the false prophet in the men of the
world. Imprint the trath of thy testimony deeply upon our
hearts, that we may hold it fast against all temptations.”

Ver. 13. And he does great wonders, so that' he even makes
Jfire come down from heaven before men. Ver. 14. And de-
ceives them that dwell on the earth, because of the signs which
are given kim to do before the beast, saying to those who dwell
upon the earth, that they should make an image of the beast

1 Bengel : “ tva, & particle much used by John. In all his writings, be has never but
ouce, Gos. iii. 16, employed &o7s, and there & tva immediately follows.” An important
observation! This predilection for the iva is of great moment in regard to the question
of the suthorship of John's writings.



THE BEAST FROM THE EARTH, CH. XI1iL. 13, 41

which had the wound of the sword, and became alive. Ver. 15.
And it was given lo him to give spirit to the image of the beast,
that the image of the beast should even speak; and that he
should make, that whosoever would not worship the image of
the beast, should be killed.—This third does or makes at the
beginning of ver. 13, points back to the first. The great won-
ders which the second beast works, are the means by which he
establishes the power of the first. The fundamental passage is
Matt. xxiv. 24, ¢ There shall arise false Christs and false pro-
phets, and shall do great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Here, as
there, the same word is nsed to denote the means of seduction;
it was to be through the working of great wonders. Our verse
comes the nearer to the fundamental passage, when it is con-
sidered that it would be an arbitrary limitation of the first, if
we should understand by the false prophets only wolves in sheep’s
clothing ; as also if by the false Christs shounld be understood, not
solely, nor even pre-eminently, the poor subjects who gave them-
selves out for the Jewish Messias or Christ ; but we should much
rather understand those, who in palpable opposition to Christ,
lay claim to what belongs only to him. The passage 2 Thess.
ii. 9 is also to be compared. It is said there of the adversary,
whose first great manifestation was the raising up of heathen
Rome against Christ: * whose coming is after the working of
Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wonders.” No in-
dication is given in any of the three passages, that the great
.wonders, when more closely examined, should prove only cheats
and delusions. For, that the lying wonders in 2 Thess. are not
falze wonders in the ordinary sense, needs no proof. The reality
of the wonders in the several passages is neither denied nor ad-
mitted. It appears unadvisable to go more closely into the
examination of the material composition of these signs and won-
ders. It was possible that they might rise above the sphere
of mere semblance and deceit ; there might be much going along
with them, that would bring them to the very borders of the
miraculous, that, by means of demoniacal excitement, would
make what was done exceed the ordinary powers of nature.
Seripture has a more efficacious way of dealing with the matter
than criticism. It lets the Wzonders, by which the world suffers








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































