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Preface of Dr. Martin Luther. 
Mm-tim Luther to All Faithful and Godly 

Pastors and Preachers: Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

The deplorable, miserable condition which 
I discovered lately when I ,  too, was a visitor, 
has forced and urged me to prepare [publish] 
this Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this 
small, plain, simple form. Mercy! Good God! 
what manifold misery I beheld! The common 
people, especially in the villages, have no 
knowledge whatever of Christian doctrine, 
and, alas! many pastors are altogether in- 
capable and incompetent to teach [so much 
so, that one is ashamed to speak of it]. Never- 
theless, all maintain that they are Christians, 
have been baptized and receive the [common] 
holy Sacraments. Yet they [do not under- 
stand and] cannot [even] recite either the 
Lord's Prayer, or the Creed, or the Ten Com- 
mandments; they live like dumb brutes and 
irrational hogs; and yet, now that the Gospel - has come, they have nicely learned to abuse 
all liberty like experts. 
0 ye bishops! [to whom this charge has 

been committed by God,] what will ye ever 
answer to Christ for having so shamefully 
neglected the people and never for a moment 
discharged your office? [You are the persons 
to whom alone this ruin of the Christian re- 
ligion is due. You have permitted men to 
err so shamefully; yours is the guilt; for 
you have ever done anything rather than what 
your office required you to do.] May all mis- 
fortune flee you! [I  do not wish a t  this place 
to  invoke evil on your heads.] You command 
the Sacrament in  one form [but is not this the 
highest ungodliness coupled with the greatest 
impudence that you are insisting on the ad- 
ministration of the Sacrament in one form 
only, and on your traditionsl and insist on 
your human laws, and yet a t  the same time 
you do not care in the least [while you are 
utterly without scruple and concern] whether 
the people know the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
the Ten Commandments, or any part of the 
Word of God. Woe, woe, unto you forever! 

Therefore I entreat Land adjure] you all 
for God's sake, my dear sirs and brethren, 
who are pastors or preachers, to devote your- 
selves heartily to your office, to have pity on 
the people who are entrusted to you, and to 
help us inculcate the Catechism upon the 
people, and especially upon the young. And 
let those of you who cannot do better [If any 
of you are so unskilled that you have abso- 
lutely no knowledge of these mattem, let them 
not be ashamed to] take these tables and 
forms and impress them, word for word, on 
the people, as follows: - 

In  the first place, let the preacher above 
oll be careful to avoid many kinds of or vari- 
ous texts and forms of the Ten Command- 

raments, etc., but choose one form to which he 
adheres, and which he inculcates all the time, 
year after year. For [I give this advice, how- 
ever, because I know that] young and simple 
people must be taught by uniform, settled 
texts and forms, otherwise they easily become 
confused when the teacher to-day teaches them 
thus, and in a year some other way, as i f  he 
wished to make improvements, and thus all 
effort and labor [which has been expended in 
teaching] is lost. 

Also our blessed fathers understood this 
well; for they all used the Same form of the 

mente, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, the Sac- 
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Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Com- 
mandments. Therefore we, too, should [imi- 
tate their diligence and be a t  pains tol teach 
the young and simple people these parts in 
such a way as not to change a syllable, or set 
them forth and repeat them one year differ- 
ently than in another [no matter how often 
we teach the Catechism]. 

Hence, choose whatever form you please, 
and adhere to it forever. But when you 
preach in the presence of learned and intelli- 
gent men, you may exhibit your skill, and 
may present these parts in as varied and in- 
tricate nays and give them as masterly turns 
as  you are able. But with the young people 
stick to  one fixed, permanent form and man- 
ner, and teach them, first of all, these arts, 
namely, the Ten Commandments, the Ereed, 
the Lord's Prayer, etc., according to the text, 
word for word, so that they, too, can repeat 
it in the Same manner after you and commit 
it to memory. 

But those who are unwilling to learn i t  
should be told that they deny Christ and are 
no Christians, neither should they he admitted 
to the Sacrament, accepted as sponsors a t  bap- 
tism, nor exercise any part of Christian lib- 
erty, hut should simply be turned back to the 
Pope and his officials, yea, to the devil him- 
self. Moreover, their parents and employers 
should refuse them food and drink, and [they 
would also do well if they were to] notify 
them that the prince will drive such rude 
people from the country, etc. 

For although we cannot and should not 
force any one to believe, yet we should insist 
and urge the people that they know what is 
right and wrong with those among whom they 
dwell and wish t o  make their living. For 
whoever desires to reside in a town must know 
and observe the town laws, the protection of 
which he wishes to enjoy, no matter whether 
he is a believer or a t  heart and in private 
a rogue or knave. 

In the second place, after they have well 
learned the text, then teach them the sense 
also, so that they know what it means, and 
again choose the form of these tables, or some 
other brief iiniform method, whichever you 
like, and adhere to it, and do not change a 
Single syllable, as was just said regarding the 
text; and take your time to it. For it is not 
necessary that you take up all the parts a t  
once, but one after the other. After they 
understand the First Commandment well, then 
take up the Second, and so on, otherwise they 
will be overwhelmed, so as not to be able to 
retain any well. 

In the third place, after you have thus 
taught them this Short Catechism, then take 
up the Large Catechism, and give them also 
a richer and fuller knowledge. Here explain 
a t  large every commandment, [article.] peti- 
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tion, and part with its various works, uses, 
benefits, dangers, and injuries, as you find 
these abundantly stated in many books writ- 
ten about these matters. And particularly, 
urge that commandment or part most which 
suffers the greatest neglect among your people. 
For instance, the Seventh Commandment, con- 
cerning stealing, must be strenuously urged 
among mechanics and merchants, and even 
farmers and servants, for among these people 
many kinds of dishonesty and thieving pre- 
vail. So, too, you must urge well the Fourth 
Commandment among the children and the 
common people, that they may be quiet and 
faithful, obedient and peaceable, and you must 
always adduce many examples from the Scrip- 
tures to show how God has punished or blessed 
such persons. 

Especially should you here urge magistrates 
and parents to rule well and to send their 
children to school, showing them why i t  is 
their duty to do this, and what a damnable 
sin they are committing if they do not do it. 
For by such neglect they overthrow and de- 
stroy both the kingdom of God and that of 
the world, acting as the worst enemies both 
of God and of men. And make it very plain 
to them what an awful harm they are doing 
if they will not help to train children to be 
pastors, preachers, clerks [also for other 
offices, with which we cannot dispense in this 
life], etc., and that God will punish them ter- 
ribly for it. For such preaching is needed. 
[Verily, I do not know of any other topic 
that deserves to be treated as much as this.] 
Parents and magistrates are now sinning un- 
speakably in this respect. The devil, too, aims 
a t  something cruel because of these things 
[that he may hurl Germany into the greatest 
distress]. 

Lastly, since the tyranny of the Pope has 
been abolished, people are no longer willing 
to  go to the Sacrament and despise i t  [aa 
something useless and unnecessaryl . Here 
again urging is necessary, however, with this 
understanding: We are to force no one to 
believe, or to receive the Sacrament, nor fix 
any lau,, nor time, nor place for it, but are 
to  prcach in such a manner that of their own 
accord, without our law, they will urge them- 
selves and, as i t  were, compel us pastors to 
administer the Sacrament. This is done by 
telling them: Whoever does not seek or de- 
Sire the Sacrament a t  least some four times 
a year, i t  is to be feared that he.despises the 
Sacrament and is no Christian, just as he is 
no Christian who does not believe or hear the 
Gospel;. for Christ did not say, This omit, or, 
This despise, but, This do ye, as oft as ye 
drink i t ,  etc. Verily, He wants it done, and 
not entirely neglected and despised. This do 
ye, He eiays. 

Now, whoever does not highly value the 
Sacrament thereby shows that he has no sin, 
no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no 
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danger, no hell; that is, he does not believe 
any such things, although he is in them over 
head and ears and is doubly the devil's own. 
On the other hand, he needs no grace, life, 
Paradise, heaven, Christ, God, nor anything 
good. For if he believed that he had so much 
that is evil, and needed so much that is good, 
he would not thus neglect the Sacrament, by 
which such evil is remedied and so much good 
is bestowed. Neither will i t  be necessary to 
force him to the Sacrament by any law, but 
he will come running and racing of his own 
accord, will force himself and urge you that 
you must give him the Sacrament. 

Hence, you must not make any law in this 
matter, as the Pope does. Only set forth 
clearly the benefit and harm, the need and 
use, the danger and the blessing, connected 
with this Sacrament, and the people will come 
of themselves without your compulsion. But 
if they do not come, let them go and tell them 
that such belong to the devil as do not regard 
nor feel their great need and the gracious 
help of God. But if you do not urge this, or 
make a law or a bane of it, i t  is your fault 
if they despise the Sacrament. How could 
they be otherwise than slothful if you sleep 
and are silent? Therefore look to it, ye pas- 
tors and preachers. Our office is now become 
a different thing from what i t  was under the 
Pope; i t  is now become serious and salutary. 
Accordingly, i t  now involves much more 
trouble and labor, danger and trials, and, in 
addition thereto, little reward and gratitude 
in the world. But Christ Himself will be our 
reward if we labor faithfully. To this end 
may the Father of all grace help us, to whom 
be praise and thanks forever through Christ, 
our Lord! Smen. 

I. T H E  TEN COMMANDMENTS, 

as t h e  Head of t h e  Fami ly  Should Teach 
Them i n  a Simple W a y  to H i s  

We 
above 

~ o u s e h o l d .  - 

The F i r s t  Commandment. 

Thou shalt have no other gods. 

What does this meanf - Answer. 
should fear, love, and trust in God 
all things. 

The Second Commandment. 
' 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain. 

What does thia meanf - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not curse, swear, use witchcraft, lie, or d e  
ceive by His name, but call upon i t  in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 
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The Thi rd  Conimandment. 

Thou shalt sanctify the holy-day. 

What does tMs mesn? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not despise preaching and His Word, but hold 
it sacred, and gladly hear and learn it. 

The  Four th  Commandment. 

i- Thou shalt honor thy father and thy 
C mother [that it may be well with thee and 

thou mayest live long upon the earth]. 

What does this mean? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not despise nor anger our parents and mas- 
ters, but give them honor, serve, obey, and 
hold them in love and esteem. 

The  F i f th  Commandment. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Wliat doea thia mean? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not hurt nor harm our neighbor in his body, 
but help and befriend him in every bodily 
need [in every need and danger of life and 
body] . 

The Sixth Commandment. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Wliauct does this meanf - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

lead a chaste and decent life in words and 
deeds, and each love and honor his spouse. 

The  Seventh Commandment. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

W&t does this mean? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not take our neighbor's money or property, 
nor get them by false Ware or dealing, but 
help him Go improve and protect his property 
and business [that his means are preserved 
and his condition ia improved]. 

The  Eigh th  Commandment. 

Thou shalt not bear falae witneas againat 
thy neighbor. 

What does thia meant - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not deceitfully belie, betray, slander, or de- 
fame our neighbor, but defend him, [thi" 
and] speak well of him, and put the best con- 
struction on everything. 

The  Bin th  Commandment. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor'p house. 

What does this mean? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not craftily seek to get our neighbor's inherit- 
ance or house, and obtain it by a ahow of 
[justice andl right, etc., but help and be of 
Service to him in keeping it. 
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The Tenth  Commandment. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, 
nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, 
nor his cattle, nor anything that is .bis. 

What does th(s mean? - Answer. 
We should fear and love God that we may 

not estrange, force, or entice away our neigh- 
bor's wife, servants, or cattle, but urge them 
to stay and [diligently] do their duty. 

m a t  Does God S a y  of Al1 These 
Commandments? 

Answer. 
He says thus [Exod. 20, 5 f.] : I the Lord, 

thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love Me and keep My command- 
ments. 

What does tMs mean? - Answer. 
God threatens to punish all that transgress 

these commandments. Therefore we should 
dread His wrath and not act contrary to these 
commandments. But He promises grace and 
every blessing to all that keep these command- 
ments. Therefore we should also love and 
trust in Him, and gladly do [zealously and 
diligently order our whole life] according to 
His commandments. 

11. T H E  CREED, 

a s  the  Head of t h e  Fami ly  Should Teach 
-1t i n  t h e  Simplest W a y  t o  His  Rousehold. 

The First Article. 

Of Creation. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? - Answer. 
I believe that God has made me and all 

creatures; that He has given me my body 
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my 
reason, and all my senses, and still preserves 
them; in addition thereto, clothing and shoes, 
meat and drink, house and homestead, wife 
and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods; 
that He provides me richly and daily with all 
that I need to support this body and life, pro- 
tects me from all danger, and guards me and 
preserves me from all evil; and all this out 
of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me; for 
all which I owe it  to Him to thank, praise, 
servc, and obey Him. This is most certainly 
true. 
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The Second Article. 

Of Redemption. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, was crucified, dead, nnd buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

What does this meanf - Answer. 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, be- 

gotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my 
Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and con- 
demned creature, purchased and won [deliv- 
ered] me from all sins, from death, and from 
the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, 
but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, in order that 
I may be [wholly] His own, and live under 
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in ever- 
lasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed- 
ness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity. This is most cer- 
tainly true. 

The Thi rd  Article. 

Of Bnnctification. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean! - Answer. 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason 

or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 
faith; even ab He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 
earth, and keeps i t  with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith; in which Christian Church 
He forgives daily and richly all sins to me 
and all believers, and a t  the last day will 
raise up me and all the dead, and will give 
to me and to all believers in Christ everlasting 
life. This is most certainly true. 

111. T H E  LORD'S PRAYER, 

a s  t h e  Head of t h e  Fami ly  Should Teach 
It i n  t h e  Simplest W a y  to His  Household. 

Our Father who a r t  in heaven. 

What does thts mean? - Answer. 
God would thereby [with this little intro- 

duction] tenderly urge us to believe that He 
is our true Father, and that we are His true 
children, so that we may ask Him confidently, 
with all assurance, as dear children ask their 
dear father. 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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The  F i r s t  Petition. 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

What doea t h 4  mean? - Answer. 
God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we 

pray in this petition that i t  may become holy 
among us also. 

Eow da tMe donef - Answer. 
When the Word of God is taught in its 

truth and purity, and we a s  the children of 
God also lead holy lives in accordance with it. 
To this end help us, dear Father in heaven. 
But he that teaches and lives otherwise than 
God's Word teachea profanes the name of God 
among us. From this preserve us, Heavenly 
Father. 

The  Second Petition. 

Thy kingdom come. 
What doee this meanf - Answer. 

The kingdom of God Comes indeed without 
our prayer, of itself; but we pray in this 
petition that it may come unto us also. 

Eow ts this donet - Answer. 
When our heavenly Father gives us His 

Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe 
His holy Word and lead a godly life here in 
time and yonder in eternity. 

The  Thi rd  Petition. 

Thy will be done on earth as  i t  is in heaven. 

What does this mean? - Answer. 
The good and gracious will of God is done 

indeed without our prayer; but we pray in 
this petition that it may be done among 
us also. 

How is this done? - Answer. 
. When God breaks and hinders every evil 

counsel and will which would not let us hal- 
low the name of God nor let His kingdom 
come, such as the will of the devil, the world, 
and our flesh; but strengthens and keeps us 
steadfast in His Word and in faith unto our 
end. This is His gracious and good will. 

The Four th  Petition. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean? - Answer. 
God gives daily bread, even without our 

prayer, to all wicked men; but we pray in 
this petition that He would lead us to know it, 
and to rekeive our daily bread with thanks- 
giving. 

What is meant by daily bread? - Answer. 
Everything that belongs to  the support 

and wants of the body, such as meat, drink, 
clothing, shoes, house, homestead, field, cattle, 
money, goods, a pious spouse, pious children, 
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pious servants, pious and faithful magi8trates, 
good government, good weather, peace, health, 
discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neigh- 
bors, and the like. 

The F i f t h  Petition. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give those who trespass against us. 

What doee thte ntean? - Answer. 
We pray in this petition that our Father 

in heaven would not look upon our sins, nor 
deny such petitions on account of them; for 
we are worthy of none of the thinga for which 
we pray, neither have we deserved ttiem; but 
that  He would grant them all to us by grace; 
for we daily sin much, and indeed deseme 
nothing but punishment. So will we verily, 
on our part, also heartily forgive and also 
readily do good to those who sin against us. 

The  Sixth Petition. 

And lead us not into temptation. 

What does th48 meant - Answer. 
Cod, indeed, tempts no one; but we pray 

in this petition that God would guard and 
keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our 
flesh may not dcceive us, nor seduce us into 
misbelief, despair, and other great shame and 
vice; and though we be assailed by them, 
that still we may finally overcome and gain 
the victory. 

The  Seventh Petition. 

But deliver us from evil. 
> 

What does this meant - Answer. 
We pray in this petition, as in a Summary, 

that our Fatlier in heaven would deliver us 
from all manner of evil, of body and aoul, 
property and honor, and a t  last, when our 
last hour shall come, grant us z blessed end, 
and graciously take us from this vale of tears 
to  Himself into heaven. 

Amen. 

What does this meant - Answer. 
That I should be certain that theee peti- 

tions are acceptable to our Father in heaven 
and heard; for He Himself has commanded 
us so to pray, and has promised that He will 
hear us. Amen, Amen; that  is, Yea, yea, i t  
shall be so. 
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IV. T H E  SACRAMENT OF HOLY 
BAPTISM, 

a s  t h e  Head of t h e  Fami ly  Should Teach 
It in a Simple W a y  t o  H i s  Household. 

First. 

What is  B ~ p t i s m ?  - Answer. 
Baptism is not simple water only, but it is 

the water comprehended in God's command 
and connected with God's Word. 

Whieh €8 that word of God? - Answer. 
Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter 

of Matthew: Go ye imto alt the world andd 
teach atl wtions, baptizing them i n  the name 
of the Fathe?; and of the Nom, amd of thßHoly 
Ohost. 

Secondly. 

What does Baptism g€ve or profit? - Answer. 
I t  works forgiveness of sins, delivers from 

death and the devil, and gives eternal salva- 
tion to all who believe this, as the words and 
promises of God declare. 

Whieh are such words m d  profnfaes o f  God? 
Answer. 

Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter 
of Mark: He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that betieveth not shatl 
be damned. 

Thirdly. 

How can water do sueh great th.ings? - Answer. 
I t  is not the water indeed that does them, 

but the word of 'God which is in and with 
the water, and faith, which trusts such word 
of God in the water. For without the word 
of God the water is simple water and no bap- 
tism. But with the word of God i t  is a bap- 
tism, that is, a gracious water of life and 
a washing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost, 
a s  St. Paul says, Titus, chapter three: By the 
wmking of regeneratiom andd renezoing of the 
Holy Ghost, whick He shed om us abundantly 
through Jesm Christ, our Savior, that, being 
justified by His grace, we should be made 
heirs accordimg to the hope of eternal life. 
This is a faithful sayimg. 

Fourthly. 

What does sueh baptizing w€th  water s€gn€fy? 
Answer. 

I t  signifies that the old Adam in us should, 
by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned 
and die with all sins and evil lusts,eand, 
again, a new man daily come forth and arise, 
who shall live before God in righteousness and 
purity forever. 



The b'mall C a t e c h h .  V. How the Unlearned Should be Taught to Confees. 553 

Where is this writtenf - Answer. 
St. Paul says Romans, chapter 6: We are 

buried with Christ by Baptism into death, 
that, like as  He was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in mwness of life. 

V. HOW THE UNLEARNED SHOULD BE 
TAUGHT T 0  CONFESS. 

[ What (8 Confe88ionf - Answer.] 
Confession embraces two parts: the one is, 

that we confess our sins; the other, that  we 
receive absolution, or forgiveness, from the 
confessor, as from God Himself, and in no 
wise doubt, but firmly believe, that our sins 
are thereby forgiven before God in heaven. 

What an8 should we confessf - [Answer.] 
Before God we should plead guilty of all 

sins, even of those mhich we do not know, as 
we do in the Lord's Prayer. But before the 
confessor we should confess those sins alone 
which we know and feel in our hearts. 

Which are the8ef - [Answer.] 
Here consider your Station according to the 

Ten Commandments, whether you are a father, 
mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, a 
man-servant or maid-servant; whether you 
have been disobedient, unfaithful, slothful; 
whether you have grieved any one by words 
or deeds; whether you have Stolen, neglected, 
or wasted aught, or done other injury. 

Pray,  Propose t o  Me a Brief F o r m  of 
Conf ession. 

Answer. 
You should speak to the confessor thus: 

Reverend and dear sir, I beseech you to hear 
my confession, and to pronounce forgiveness 
to me for God's sake. 

Proceed! 

I, a poor sinner, confess myself before God 
guilty of all sins; especially I confess be- 
fore you that I am a man-servant, a maid- 
servant, etc. But, alas, I serve my master 
unfaithfully; for in this and in that I have 
not done what they commanded me; I have 
provoked them, and caused them to curse, 
have been negligent [in many things] and per- 
mitted damage to be done; have also been im- 
modest in words and deeds, have quarreled 
with my equals, have grumbled and sworn a t  
my mistress, etc. For all this I am sorry, aud 
pray for grace; I want to do better. 

A master or mistress may say thw: 

In particular I confess before you that 
I have not faithfully trained my children, 
domestics, and wife [family] for God's glory. 
I have cursed, set a bad example by rude 
words and deeds, have done my neighbor harm 
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and spoken evil of him, have overcharged and 
given false Ware and short measure. 

And whatever else he has done against 
God's command and his Station, etc. 

But if any one does not find himself bur- 
dened with such or greater sins, he should 
not trouble himself or search for or invent 
other sins, and thereby make confession a 
torture, but mention one or two that he 
knows. Thus: In particular I confess that 
I once cursed; again, I once used improper 
words, I have once neglected this or that, etc. 
Let this suffice. 

But if you know of none a t  all (which, how- 
ever, is scarcely possible), then mention none 
in particular, but receive the forgiveness upon 
the general confession which you make before 
God to the confeesor. 

Then shal l  t h e  corifessor say:  

God be merciful to thee and strengthen thy 
faith! Amen. 

Furthermore : 
Dost thou believe that my forgiveness is 

God's f orgiveness ? 
Answer. 

Yes, dear Sir. 

Then l e t  h i m  say: 

As thou believest, so be i t  done unto thee. 
And by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ 
I forgive thee thy eins, in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. Depart in peace. 

But those who have great burdens upon 
their consciences, or are distressed and 
tempted, the confessor will know how to com- 
fort an4 to encourage to faith with more pas- 
sages of Scripture. This is to be merely a 
general form of confession for the unlearned. 

VI. THE SACRAMENT OF T H E  ALTAR, 

a s  the  Head of a Fami ly  Should Teach 
It i n  a Simple W a y  to H i s  Household. 

What is the Eacrament of the Altar? -Answer. 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for 
us Christians to eat and to drink, instituted 
by Christ Himself. 

Where is this written? - Answer. 

The holy Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and St. Paul, write thus: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Same night i n  
which He was betrayed, took bread: and when 
He had qiven thanks, He brake i t ,  and gave 
i t  to  His disciples, and said, Take, ea t ;  this  
i s  N y  body, zohich i s  given for you. This do 
i n  rernmbrance of N e .  

After the same manner abo  He took the cup, 
whem He hacl supped, gave thanks, and gave 
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i t  to them, saying, Take, drinlc ye a1Z of i t .  
This cup i s  the new testament i n  My blood, 
lqhich i s  shed for you for the remission of 
ans. This do ye, as oft as ye drink i t ,  in 
remembrance of Me. 

What (8 the benefft of such eathg and drinking? 
Answer. 

That is shown us in these words: Given, 
and shed for you, for the remission of s i w ;  
namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation are given us through 
these words. For where there is forgiveness 
of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

Hozo cam bodlly eatimg amd drinking do such great 
thhgs? - Answer. 

It is not the eating and drinking, in- 
deed, that does them, but the words which 
stand here, namely: Given, und shed for you, 
for the remission of s i w .  Which words are, 
beside the bodily eating and drinking, as the 
chief thing in the Sacrament; and he that 
believes these words has what they say and 
express, namely, the forgiveness of sins. 

Who, then, receives such Sacrament zoorthilv? 
Answer. 

Fasting and bodily preparation is, indeed, 
a fine outward training; but he is truly 
worthy and well prepared who has faith in 
these words: Given, and shed for you, for th-e 
remission of sim. 

But he that does not believe these words, 
Jr doubts, is  unworthy and unfit; for the 
nords Por yoll require altogether believing 
hearts. 

[Appendix 1.1 

HOW T H .  HEAD OF THE FAMILY 
Should Teach H i s  Household t o  Bless 

Themselves i n  t h e  Morning and  
i n  the  Evening. 

Morning Prayer. 

In  the morning, when you rise, you shall 
bless yourself with the holy eross and say: 

In the name of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed 
and the Lord's Prayer. If you choose, you 
may, in addition, say this little prayer: 

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast 
kept me this night from all harm and danger; 
and I pray Thee to keep me this day also 
from sin and all evil, that all my doings and 
life may please Thee. For into Thy hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Thy holy angel be with me, that 
the Wicked Foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

Then go to your work with joy, singing a 
hymn, as  the Ten Commandments, or what 
your devotion may suggest. 
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Evening Prayer. 

In the evening, when you go to bed, you 
shall bless yourself with the holy Cross and 
say : 

In  the name of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed 
and the Lord'e Prayer. If you choose, you 
may, in addition, say this little prayer: 

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast 
graciously kept me this day, and I pray Thee 
to forgive me all my sins, where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Thy hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Thy holy 
angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 

Then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully. 

H O W  THE HEAD OF THE FANILY 

Should Teach H i s  Household to  Ask 
a Blessing and  R e t u r n  Thanks. 

[Asking a Blessing.] 

The children and servants shall go to the 
table with folded hands and reverently, and 
say : 

The eyes of all wait upon Thee, 0 Lord; 
and Thou givest them their meat in due 
season; Thou openest Thine hand, and satis- 
fiest the desire of every living thing. 

Note.  
To satisfy the desire means that all ani- 

nials receive so much to eat that they are on 
this account joyful and of good cheer; for 
care and avarice Kinder such satisfaction. 

Then the Lord's Prayer, and the prayer here 
f ollowing : 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us and 
these Thy gifts, which we take from Thy 
b~untifui  goodness, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Re turn ing  Thanks. 

Likewise also after the meal they shall 
reverently and with folded hands say: 
0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 

good; for His mercy endureth forever. He 
giveth food to all flesh; He giveth to the 
beast his food, and to the young ravens which 
cry. He delighteth not in the strength of the 
horse; He taketh not pleasurc in the legs of 
a man. The Lord taketh pleasure in them 
that fear Him, in those that hope in His 
mercy. 

Then the Lord's Prayer and the prayer here 
following : 

We thank Thee, Lord God, Father, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, for all Thy benefits, 
who livest and reignest forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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TABLE O F  DUTIES, 
Consis t ing of Cer ta in  Passages  of Scrip- 
t u r e  f o r  Var ious  H o l y  Orders  a n d  Sta- 
tions,  W h e r e b y  These  a r e  t o  b e  Admon- 
ished, as b y  a Specia l  Lesson, R e g a r d i n g  

T h e i r  Office a n d  Service. 

F o r  Bishops, Pas tors ,  a n d  Preachers .  

A bishop must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given t o  hospitality, ap t  t o  teach; not given 
to  wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; 
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; one 
that  ruleth well his owii house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity: not 
a novice; holding fast  the faithful Word a s  
he hath been taught, tha t  he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to  convince 
the gainsayers. 1 Tim. 3, 2 ff.; Titus 1, 6. 

[ W h a t  t h e  H e a r e r s  Owe t o  T h e i r  Pas tors .  

Even so hath the  Lord ordained tha t  they 
which preach the Gospel should live of the 
Gospel. 1 Cor. 9, 14. Let him that  is taught 
in the Word communicate unto hin1 tha t  
teacheth in all  good things. Gal. 6, 6. Let 
the elders that  rule well be counted worthy 
of double honor, especially they who labor in 
the Word and doctrine. For the Scripture 
saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that  
treadeth out the corn; and the laborer i s  
worthy of his reward. 1 T h  5, 17. 18. Obey 
them that  have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves; for they watch for your souls a s  
they tha t  must give account, tha t  they may 
do i t  with joy and not with grief; for t ha t  
is  unprofitable for you. Heb. 13, 17.1 

Concerning Civi l  Government .  

Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For the power which esists any- 
where is ordained of God. Whosoever re- 
sisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of 
God; and they that  resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. For he beareth not 
tbe sword in vain; for he is the minister of 
God, a revenger to  execute wrath upon him 
that  doeth evil. Rom. 13, 1-4. 

[What ~ u b j e c t s  Owe t o  t h e  Magis t ra tes .  

Render unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's. Matt. 22, 21. Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher powers, etc. Wherefore 
ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience' sake. For, for this 
cause pay ye tribute also; for they are God's 
ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing. Render therefore to all their 
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; cus- 
tom, to whom custom; fear, to whom fear; 
honor, to whom honor. Rom. 13, 1.5ff. I ex- 
hort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks 
be made for all  men, for kings and for all 
t ha t  are in authority, tha t  we may lead a 

Concordia Trlglotta. 
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quiet and peaceable life in all  godliness and 
honesty. 1 Tim. 2 , l  f. Pu t  them in mind to  
be subject to principalities and powers, etc. 
Titus 3, 1. Submit yourselves to  every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord's sake, whether it 
be to the King a s  supreme, or unto governors 
as unto them that  are  sent by him, etc. 1 Pet. 
2, 13 f.] 

F o r  Husbands .  

Ye husbands, dwell with your wives accord- 
ing to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, 
a s  unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs 
together of the grace of life, tha t  your prayers 
be not hipdered. 1 Pet. 3, 7. And be not bitter 
against them. Col. 3,9. 
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F o r  Wives.  

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord, even as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose 
daughters ye are, a s  long as ye do well, and 
are not afraid with any amazement. 1 Pet. 
3, 6; Eph. -5, 22. 

F o r  Pa ren t s .  

Ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Eph. 6 , 4 .  

F o r  Children. 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord; 

for this is right. Honor thy father and 
mother; which is the first commandment 
with promise: that  i t  may be well with thee, 
and thou mayest live long on the earth. 
Eph. 6, 1-3. 

F o r  Male a n d  F e m a l e  Servants ,  H i red  
Men, a n d  Laborers.  

Servants, be obedient to  them that  are your 
masters according to  the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of your heart, a s  unto 
Christ; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, 
but a s  the servants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart;  with good will doing 
service a s  to the Lord, and not to men ; know- 
ing that  whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the Same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free. Eph. 6, 5 ff.; 
Col. 3, 22. 

F o r  Mas te r s  a n d  Mistresses. 

Ye masters. do the Same things unto them, 
forbearing threatening, knowing that  your 
Master also is in heaven; neither is there 
respect of persons with Him. Eph. 6, 9 ;  
Col. 4, 1. 

F o r  Young  Per sons  i n  General.  
Likewise, 1-e younger, submit yourselves 

unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with humility; for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God that  He may 
exalt you in due time. 1 Pet. 5, 5. 6. 

F o r  Widows.  
She that  is a widow indeed, and desolate, 

trusteth in God, and continueth in supplica- 
tions and prayers night and day. But she 
that  liveth in pleasure is dead while she 
liveth. 1 Tim. 5, 5. 6. 

F o r  Al l  i n  Common. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor a s  thyaelf. 

Herein are comprehended all the command- 
ments. Rom. 13,s  ff. And persevere in prayer 
for all men. 1 Tim. 2, 1.2. 

Let each his lesson learn with care, 
And all the household well shall fare. 
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VI. 

CATECHISMUS MAIOR 

D. Martini Lutheri. 

THE LARGE CATECHISM, 

D. Martin Luther. 



A Christian, Profitable, and Necessary Preface, 
and Faithful, Earnest Exhortation of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther to All Christians, but Especially to 
All Pastors and Preachers, that They Should 
Daily Exercise Themselves in the Cgtechism, 
which is a Short Summary and Epitome of 
the Entire Holy Scriptures, and that They 

May Always Teach the Same. 

We have no slight reasons for treating the 
Catechism so constantly [in sermons] and for 
both desiring and beseeching others to teach 
it, since we See to our sorrow that many pas- 
tors and preachers are very neglrgent in this, 
and slight both their office and this teaching; 
mme from great and high a r t  [giving their 
mind, as they imagine, to much higher mat- 
t e r ~ ] ,  but others from sheer laziness and care 
for their paunches, assuming no other relation 
to this business than i f  they were pastors and 
preachers for their bellies' sake, and had noth- 
ing to do but to [spend and] consume their 
emoluments as long as they live, as they have 
been accustomed to do under the Papacy. 

And although tbey have now everything 
that they are to preach and teach placed be- 
fore them so abundantly, clearly, and easily, 
in so many [excellent and] helpful books, and 
the true Bermones per se loquentes, D o m i  
secure, Pwatos  et Thesau~os,  as they were 
called in former times; yet they are not so 
godly and honest as to buy these books, or 
even when they have them, to look a t  them or 
read them. Alas! they are altogether shame- 
ful gluttons and servants of their own bellies 
who ought to be more properly swineherds and 
dog-tenders than care-takers of souls and pas- 
tors. 

And now that they are delivered from the 
unprofitable and burdensome babbling of the 
Seven Canonical Hours, oh, that, instead 
thereof, they would only, morning, noon, and 
evening, read a Page or two in the Catechism, 
the Prayer-book, the New Testament, or else- 
where in the Bible, and pray the Lord's 
Prayer for themselves and their parishioners, 
so that they might render, in return, honor 
and thanks to the Gospel, by which they have 
been delivered from burdens and troubles so 
manifold, and might feel a little shame be- 
cause like pigs and dogs they retain no more 
of the Gospel than such a lazy, pernicious, 
shameful, carnal liberty! For, alas! as it is, 
the common people regard the Gospel alto- 
gether too lightly, and we accomplish nothing 
extraordinary even though we use all dili- 
gence. What, then, will be achieved i f  we 
shall be negligent and lazy as we were under 
the Papacy ? 

To this there is added the shameful vice 
and secret infection of security and satiety, 
that is, that many regard the Catechism as 
a poor, mean teaching,' which they can read 
through a t  one time, and then immediately 
know it, throw the book into a Corner, and 
be ashamed, as it were, to read in it again. 
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Yea, even among the nobility there may be 
found some louts and scrimps, who declare 
that  there is no longer any need either of 
pastors or preachers; that we have everything 
in books, and every one can easily learn i t  by 
himself; and so they are content to let the 
parishes decay and become desolate, and pas- 
tors and preachers to suffer distress and 
hunger a plenty, just a s  i t  becomes crazy 
Germans to do. For we Germans have such 
disgraceful people, and must endure them. 

But for myself I say this: I am also a 
doctor and preacher, yea, as learned and ex- 
perienced a s  all  those may be who have such 
presumption and security; yet I do a s  a child 
who is being taught the Catechism, and every 
morning, and whenever I have time, I read 
and say, word for word, the Sen Command- 
ments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study 
daily, and yet I cannot master it a s  I wish, 
but must remain a child and pupil of the 
Catechism, and am glad so to remain. And 
yet these delicate, fastidious fellows would 
with one reading promptly be doctors above 
all  doctors, know everything and be in need 
of nothing. Well, this, too, is  indeed a Sure 
sign that  they despise both their office and 
the souls of the people, yea, even God and His 
Word. They do not have t o  fall, they are 
already fallen all  too horribly; they would 
need to become children, and begin to learn 
their alphabet, which they imagine that  they 
have long since outgrown. 

Therefore I beg such lazy paunches or pre- 
sumptuous saints to be persuaded and believe 
for God'a Sake that  they are verily, verily! 
not so learned or such great doctors as they 
imagine; and never to presume that  they have 
finished learning this [the parts of the Cate- 
chism], or know it well enough in all points, 
even though they think that  they know i t  ever 
so well. For though they should know and 
understand i t  perfectly (which, however, is 
impossible in this l ife),  yet there are mani- 
fold benefits and fruits still to lie obtained, 
if i t  be daily read and practiaed in thouglit 
and speech; namely, that  the Holy Ghost is  
present in such reading and repetition and 
meditation, and bestows ever new and more 
light and devoutness, so that  i t  is daily rel- 
ished and appreciated better, a s  Christ prom- 
ises, Matt. 18, 20: Where two or three are 

C gathered together i n  My name, thew um I in 
the m i h t  of them. 

Besides, i t  is an  exceedingly effectual help 
against the devil, the world, and the flesh and 
all evil thoughts to be occupied with the Word 
of God, and to speak of i t ,  and meditate upon 
it ,  so that  the First  Psalm declares those 
blessed who meditate upon the Law of God 
day and night. Undoubtedly, you will not 
s tar t  a stronger incense or other fumigation 
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against the devil than by being engaged upon 
God's commandments and words, and speak- 
ing, singing, or thinking of them. For this 
is indeed the true holy water arid holy sign 
from which he flees, and by which he may be 
driven away. 

Now, for this reason alone you ought gladly 
to read, speak, think and treat of these things, 
if you had no other profit arid fruit from them 
than that by doing so you can drive away the 
devil and evil thoughts. For he cannot hear 
or endure God's Word; and God's Word is 
not like some other silly prattle, as that about 
Dietrich of Berne, etc., but as  St. Paul says, 
Rom. 1, 16, the power of God. Yea, indeed, 
the power of God which gives the devil burn- 
ing pain, and strengthens, comforts, and helps 
us beyond measure. 

And what need is there of many words? 
If I were to recount all the profit and fruit 
which God's Word produces, whence would 
I get enough paper and time? The devil is 
calied the master of a thousand arts. But 
what shall we call God's Word, which drives 
away and brings to  naught this master of 
a thousand ar ts  with all his arts and power? 
It must indeed be the master of more than 
a hundred thousand arts. And shall we frivo- 
lously despise such power, profit, strength, 
and fruit - me, especially, who claim t o  be 
pastors and preachers? If so, we should not 
only have nothing given us to eat, but be 
driven out, being baited with dogs, and pelted 
with dung, because we not only need all this 
every day as we need our daily bread, but 
must also daily use i t  against the daily and 
unabaeed attacks and lurking of the devil, the 
master of a thousand arts. 

And if this were not sufficient to admonish 
us to read the Catechism daily, yet we should 
feel sufnciently constrained by the command 
of God alone, who solemnly enjoins in Deut. 
6, 6 ff. that we should always meditate upon 
His precepts, sitting, walking, standing, lying 
down, and rising, and have them before our 
eyes and in our hands as a constant mark and 
sign. Doubtless He did not so solemnly re- 
quire and enjoin this mithout a purpose; but 
because He knows our danger and need, as well 
as the constant and furious assaults and temp- 
tations of devils, He wishes to warn, equip, 
and preserve us against them, as with a good 
armor against their fiery darts and with good 
medicine against their evil infection and sug- 
gestion. 

Oh, what mad, senseless fools are we that, 
while we must ever live and dwell among such 
mighty enemies as the devils are, we never- 
theless despise our weapons and defense, and 
are too laxy to  look a t  or think of them! 

And what else are such supercilious, pre- 
sumptuous saints, who are unwilling to read 
and study the Catechism daily, doing than 
esteeming themselves much more learned than 



The Large Catechism. Preface. 

God Himself with all  His saints, angeh, 
[patriarchs], prophets, apostles, and all Chris- 
t ians? For inasmuch as  God Himself is  not 
ashamed to teach these things daily, a s  know- 
ing nothing better t o  teaeh, and always keeps 
teaching the same thing, and does not take up 
anything new or different, and all  the saints 
know nothing better or  different t o  learn, and 
cannot finish learning this, a re  we not the 
finest of all  fellows to  imagine, if we have once 
read or heard i t ,  tha t  we know it all, and have 
no further need to  rend and learn, but can 
finish learning in one hour what God Himself 
cannot finish teaching, although He is engaged 
in teaching i t  from the beginning to the end 
of the  world, and all  prophets, together with 
all  saints, have been occupied with learning it, 
and have ever remained pupils, and must con- 
tinue to be such? 

For i t  needs must be tha t  whoever knows 
the Ten Commandmentu perfectly must know 
all  the Scriptures, so that,  in all  affairs and 
cases, he can advise, help, comfort, judge, and 
decide both spiritual and temporal matters, 
and is qualified to si t  in judgment upon all 
doctrines, estates, spirits, laws, and whatever 
else is  in the  norld. And what, indeed, is the 
entire Psalter but thoughts and exercises upon 
the First  Commandment? Now I know of a 
t ru th  that  such lazy paunches and presump- 
tuous spirits do not understand a single 
psalm, much less the  entire Holy Scriptures; 
and yet they pretend to  know and despise the 
Catechism, which is a compend and brief sum- 
mary of all  the Holy Scriptures. 

Therefore I again implore all Christians, 
especially pastors and preachers, not to be 
doctors too soon, and imagine tha t  they know 
everything (for imagination and cloth un- 
shrunk [and false weights] fall far short of 
the measure), but  t ha t  they daily exercise 
themselves well in these studies and constantly 
treat  them; moreover, t ha t  they guard with 
all care and diligence against the poisonous 
infection of such security and vain imagina- 
tion, but steadily keep on reading, teaching, 
learning. pondering, and meditating, and do 
not cease until they have made a test and are 
sure that  they have taught the devil to death, 
and have become more learned than God Him- 
self and all His saints. 

If they manifest such diligence, then I will 
promise them, and they shall also perceive, 
what f ru i t  they will obtain, and what ex- 
cellent men God will make of them, so tha t  
i n  due time they themselves will acknowledge 
that  the longer and the  more they study the 
Catechism, the less they know of i t ,  and the 
more they find yet t o  learn; and then only, 
a s  hungry and thirsty ones, will they truly 
relish tha t  which now they cannot endure, 
because of great abundance and satiety. To 
this end may God grant  His grace! Amen. 
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SHORT PREFACE 
O F  DR. MARTIN LUTHER. 

This sermon is designed and undertaken 
that  i t  might be an  instruction for children 
and the simple-minded. Hence of old it was 
called in  Greek Catechism, i. e., instruction 
for children, what every Christian must needs 
know, so that  he who does not know this 
could not be numbered with the Christians 
nor be admitted t o  any Sacrament, just as 
a mechanic who does not understand the rules 
and customs of his trade is expelled and con- 
sidered incapable. Therefore we must have 
the young learn the parts which belong to 
the Catechism or instruction for children well 
and fluently and diligently exercise themselves 
in them and keep them occupied with them. 

Therefore it is the duty of every father of 
a family to  question and examine his children 
and servants a t  least once a week and to ascer- 
tain what they know of it, or are learning, 
and, if they do not know it, to keep them 
faitlifully a t  i t .  For I well remember the 
time, indeed, even now i t  is  a daily occurrence 
tha t  one finds rude, old persons who knew 
nothing and still know nothing of these 
things, and who, nevertheless, go to Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, and use everything 
belonging to Christians, notwithstanding tha t  
those who come to the Lord's Supper ought 
to  know more and have a fuller understanding 
of all Christian doctrine than children and 
new scholars. However, for the common 
people we arc satisfied with the three parts, 
which have remained in Christendom from of 
old, though little of i t  has been taught and 
treated correctly until both young and old, 
who are  called and wish to  be Christians, are  
well trained in them and familiar with them. 
These are the following: 

First. 

THE T E N  COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. 

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 
2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, 

thy God, in vain [for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that  taketh His name in vain]. 

3. Thou shalt sanctify the holy-day. [Re- 
member the Sabbath-day to keep i t  holy.] 
. 4. Thou shalt honor thy father and mother 
[that thou mayest live long upon the earth]. 

5. Thou shalt not kill. 
6. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
7. Thou shalt not steal. 
8. Thou shalt not bear false witness against 

thg neighbor. 
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9. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
house. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his cattle [ou, nor his ass], nor 
anything tha t  is his. 

Secondly. 

THE CHIEF ARTICLES OF OUR FAITH. 
1. I believe in God the Father Slmighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth. 
2. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pon- 
t ius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to  judge the quick and the dead. 

3. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life evcrlasting. Amen. 

Thirdly. 

THE PRAYER, OR '<OUR FATHER," 
WHICH CHRIST TAUGHT. 

Our Father who a r t  in heaven. 
1. Hallowed be Thy name. 
2. Thy kingdom come. 
3. Thy will be done on earth a s  it is in 

heaven. 
4. Give us this day our daily bread. 
5. And forgive us our trespasses a s  we for- 

give those who trespass against us. 
6. And lead us not into temptation. 
7. But  deliver us from evil. [For Thine is  

the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever.] Amen. 

These are the most necessary parts which 
one should first learn to repeat word for word, 
and which our children should be accustomed 
to  recite daily when they arise in the morning, 
when they s i t  down to  their meals, and when 
they retire a t  night;  and until they repeat 
them, they should be given neither food nor 
drink. Likewise every head of a household 
is obliged to  do the Same with respect t o  his 
domestics, man-servants and maid-servants, 
and not to keep them in his house if they do 
not know these things and are unwilling to  
learn them. For a Person who is so rude and 
unruly as to be unwilling to learn these things 
is not t o  be tolerated; for in these three 
parts everything tha t  we have in the Scrip- 
turee is comprehended in short, plain, and 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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simple terms. For the holy Fathers or 
apostles (whoever . they were) have thus em- 
braced iii a Summary the doctrine, life, wis- 
dom, and a r t  of Christians, of which they 
speak and treat, and with which they are 
occupied. 

KOT\-, when these three parts are  appre- 
hended, i t  behooves a person also to  know 
what t o  say concerning our Sacraments, which 
Christ Himself instituted, Baptism and the 
holy body and blood of Christ, namely, the 
text wliicli Matthew [28, 19 ff.] and Mark 
[16, 15 f.] record a t  the close of their Gos- 
pels when Christ said farewell t o  His dis- 
ciples and seilt them forth. 

OF BAPTISM. 

Go yt. and teach all  nations, baptizing them 
in tlie nanie of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. He that  believeth and 
is buptized shall be saved; but he tha t  be- 
lieveth iiot shall be damned. 

So niuch is sufficient for a simple person to  
know froni the Scriptures concerning Bap- 
tism. In  like manner, also, concerning the 
other Facrament, in short, simple words, 
namely. the text of St. Paul [ l  Cor. 11,23 f.]. 

OF THE SACRAMENT. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in 
which He n a s  betrayed, took bread; and 
wheii He had given thanks, He brake i t ,  and 
gave i t  to His disciples and said, Take, ea t ;  
this ic M?- body, mhich is given for you: this 
do in rriiieinbraiice of Me. 

After tlie came manner also He took the 
cup, wlirw He had supped, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all  of i t ;  
this ciip is the new testament in My blood, 
which ia shed for you for the remission of 
sins: this do ye, a s  oft  as ye drink it, in 
remenibraiice of JIe. 

Tlius n e would have, in all, five parts of the 
entire Christian doctrine which should be con- 
stantly treatetl and required [of children], 
and Iieard recited word for word. For you 
must not rely upon i t  t ha t  the young people 
will learn aiid retain these things from the 
sermoii alone. When these parts have. been 
well leariied, you may, a s  a Supplement and 
to fortify them. lay before them also some 
psaliii. «r Iiyiniis, which have been eomposed 
on the-r parts, aiid thus lead the young into 
the Pci iptui es, aiid make daily Progress 
thereiii. 

Honever. it is  not enough for them to com- 
preheiid aiid recite these parts according to  
the \vor& only, but  the young people should 
alao Ile inade to attend the preaching, es- 
pecially diiring the time which is devoted to  
the Catrchi.m, tha t  they may hear i t  ex- 
plained. und may learn t o  understand what 
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every par t  contains, so a s  to  be able to recite 
i t  a s  theg have heard it, and, when asked, 
may give a correct answer, so tha t  the preach- 
ing may not be without profit and fruit. For 
the reason why we exercise such diligence in  
preaching the  Catechism so often is  tha t  i t  
may he inculcated on our youth, not in a high 
and subtile manner, but briefly and with the 
greatest simplicity, so a s  to enter the  mind 
readily and be fised in  the  memory. 

Therefore we shall now take up the  above 
mentioned articles one by one and in  the  
plainest manner possible say about them a s  
much as  is iiecessary. 

Part First. 

T h e  First Commandment .  

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 

That is: Thou shalt  have [and worship] 
Me alone as  thy God. What  is  the force of 
this, and how is i t  t o  be understood? What  
does i t  mean to  have a god? or, what is  God? 
Answer: A god means tha t  from which we 
are  to expect al l  good and to  which we a re  to  
take refuge in all  distress, so t h a t  to  have 
a God is nothing else than t o  t rus t  and be- 
lieve Him from the [whole] heart;  as  I have 
often said t ha t  the confidence and faith of 
the heart alone make both God and an  idol. 
If your faith and t rus t  be right, then is  your 
god also t rue ;  and, on the other hand, if your 
t rus t  be false and wrong, then you have not 
the true God; for these two belong together, 
faith and God. That now, I say, upon which 
you set your heart and put your t rus t  is  prop- 
erly your god. 

Therefore i t  is  the intent of this command- 
ment to  require true faith and t rus t  of the 
heart which settles upon the only true God, 
and clings to  Him alone. That is a s  much as  
to  say: "See to  i t  tha t  you let Me a1on.e be 
your God, and never seek another," z. e.: 
Whatever you lack of good things, espect i t  
of Me, and look to  Me for i t ,  and whenever 
you suffer misfortune and distress, creep and 
cling to  Me. I, yes, I ,  will give you enough 
and help you out of every need; only let not 
your heart cleave to  or rest in any other. 

This I must unfold somewhat more plainly, 
tha t  i t  may be understood and perceived by 
ordinary examples of the contrary. Many a 
one thinks t ha t  he has God and everything in 
abundance when he has money and posses- 
sions; he trusts in them and boasts of them 
with such firmness and assurance as  to  care 
for no one. Lo, such a man also has a god, 
Mammon by name, i. e., money and posses- 
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sions, on which he sets al l  his heart, and 
which is also the most comnion idol on earth. 
He v h o  has money and possessions feels se- 
cure, and is joyful and undisiiiayed as  though 
he were sitting in the  midst of Paradise. On 
the othei. hand, he who has none doubts and 
is  despondent, as  though he knew of no God. 
For very few are  to  be found who are  of good 
cheer, and who neither mourn nor complain 
if they have not hlammon. This [care and 
desire for money] sticks and clings t o  OUT 
nature, even t o  the grave. 

So, too, whoever trusts and boasts t ha t  he 
possesses great  skill, prudence, power, fnvor, 
friendship, and honor has also a god, but not 
this true and only God. This appears again 
when you notice how presumptuous, secure, 
and proud people are  because of such posses- 
sions, and how despondent when they no 
longer exist or are  withdrawn. Therefore 
I repeat ' tha t  the chief explanation of this 
point is t ha t  to  have a god is  t o  have some- 
thing in which the  heart  entirely trusts. 

Besides, eonsider what, in our blindness, we 
have hitherto been practising and doing under 
the Papacy. If any one had toothache, he. 
fasted and honored St.  Apollonia [niacerated 
his flesh by voluntary fasting to  the  honor of 
St. Apollonial ; if he was afraid of fire, he 
chose St. Lawrence as  his helper in need; if 
he dreaded pestilence, he made a vow tto 
St .  Sebastian or Rochio, and a countless num- 
ber of such abominations, where every one 
selected his own saint, worshiped hini, and 
called for help t o  him in distress. Here be- 
long those also, as, e .  y., sorceiers and ma- 
gicians, whose idolatry is most gross, and who 
make a covenant a i t h  the devil, in order t h a t  
he may give them plenty of money or help 
them in love-affairs, preserve their cattle, re- 
store to them lost possessions, etc. For all 
these place their heart and t ru s t  elsewhere 
than in the t ruc  God, look for nothing good 
t o  Him rior seek i t  from Him. 

Thus you can easily understand what and 
how much this coiiimandment requires, namely, 
t ha t  man's entire heart  and all his confidence 
be placed in God alone, and in no one ehe. 
For to  have God, you can easily perceive, is  
not to  lay hold of Him with our hands or to  
put  Him in a bag [as money], or to  lock Him 

. in a chest [as silver vessels]. But  to  appre- 
hend Him means when the heart  lays hold of 
Him and clings to Him. But  to  cling to  Him 
with the  heart  is nothing else than t0 t rus t  
in Him entirely. For this reason He wishes 
to  t u rn  u s  away from ever'thing else tha t  eu- 

, ists  outside of Him, and to diaw us to  Him- 
self, namely, because He is the only eternal 
good. As though He would say: Whetcver 
you have heretofore sought of the saints, or 
for whatever [things] you have trusted in  
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Mammon or anything else, expect i t  all of 
Me, and regard Me a s  the one who will help 
you and pour out upon you richly all good 
things. 

Lo, here you have the meaning of the t rue  
honor and worship of God, which pleases God, 
and which He commands under penalty of eter- 
nal wrath, namely, t ha t  the heart know no 
other comfort or confidence than in Him, and 
do not s d e r  itself to  be torn from Him, but, 
for Him, risk and disregard everything upon 
earth. On the other hand, you can easily 
see and judge how the world practises only 
false worship and idolatry. For no people 
has ever been so reprobate as  not t o  institute 
and observe some divine worship; every one 
has set np a s  his Special god whatever he 
looked to for blessings, help, and comfort. 

Thus, for esample, the heathen who put  
their t rus t  in power and dominion elevated 
Jupiter as  the supreme god; the others, who 
were bent upon riches, happiness, or pleasure, 
and a life oi  ease, Hercules, Mercury, Venus, 
or others; women with child, Diana or Lu- 
cina, and so on; thus every one made that  his 
god to which his heart was inclined, so tha t  
even in the mind of the heathen to  have a god 
means to  t rus t  and believe. But their error 
is this, tha t  their t rus t  is false and wrong; 
for i t  is not placed in the only God, besides 
whom there is  truly no God in heaven or upon 
earth. Therefore the heathen really make 
their self-invented notions and dreams of God 
a n  idol, and put their t rus t  in that  which is 
altogether nothing. Thus it is with all idol- 
a t ry ;  for it consists not merely in erecting 
a n  image and worshiping it, but rather in the 
heart, which stands gaping a t  something ehe, 
and seeks help and consolation from creatures, 
saints, or devils, and neither cares for God, 
nor looks to  Hirn for so much good a s  to  be- 
lieve that  He is willing to  help, neither be- 
lieves tha t  whatever good it experiences Comes 
from God. 

Besides, there is  also a false morship and 
extreme idolatry, which we have hitherto 
practised, and is still prevalent in the world, 
upon which also all  ecclesiastical orders a re  
founded, and which concerns the conscience 
alone, t ha t  seeks in i t s  own works help, con- 
solation, and Salvation, presumes to  wrest 
heaven from God, and reckons how many be- 
quests i t  has made, how often i t  has fasted, 
celebrated Mass, etc. Upon such things it 
depends, and of them boasts, as  though un- 
willing to  receive anything from God a s  a 
gift ,  but desires itself t o  earn or merit i t  
superabundantly, just a s  though He must 

I serve us and were our debtor, and we His 
liege lords. What  is this but rcducing God to  
a n  idol, yea, [ a  fig image or] a n  apple-god, 
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and elevating and regarding ourselves as  God? 
But  this is slightly too subtile, and is not for 
young pupils. 

But  let this be said t o  the  simple, t ha t  they 
may well note and remember the meaning of 
this cornmandment, namely, that  we are  to  
t rus t  in God alone, and look to Him and es- 
pect from Hirn naught but good, as from one 
who gives us body, life, food, drink, nourish- 
ment, health, protection, peace, and all neces- 
saries of both temporal and eternal things. 
He also preserves us from misfortune, and if 
any eril befall us, delivers aiid rescues us, so 
tha t  i t  is  God alone ( a s  has been sufficiently 
said) from whom we receive all good, and by 
whom we are  delivered from all  evil. Hence 
also, I think, we Germans from ancient times 
call God (more elegantly and appropriately 
than any other language) by tha t  name from 
the  lvord Good, as  being an eternal fountain 
which gushes forth abundantly nothing but 
what is  good, and from which flows forth all 
t ha t  is and is called good. 

For even though otherwise we experience 
much good from men, still whatever we re- 
ceive by His command or arrangement is  all 
received from God. For our parents, and all 
rulers, and every one besides with respect to  
his neighbor, have received from God the com- 
mand that they sbould do us all manner of 
good, so that  we receive these blessings not 
from them, but, through them, from God. 
For creatures are only the hands, channels, 
and means whereby God gives all things, as 
He gives to  the mother breasts and milk to  
offer to  her child, and corn and all  manner 
of produce from the earth for nourishment, 
none of which blessings could be produced by 
any creature of itself. 

Therefore no man should presume to  take 
or give anything except as  God has com- 
manded, in order tha t  i t  may be acknowledged 
a s  God's gift, and thanks may be rendered 
Him for it, as  this commandment requires. 
On this account also these means of receiving 
good gifts through creatures are  not t o  he re- 
jected, neither should we in presumption seek 
other ways and means than God has com- 
manded. For that  would not be receiving 
from God. hut seeking of ourselves. 

Let every one, then, See t o  i t  t ha t  he esteem 
this commandment great and high above all  
things. and do not regard i t  as  a joke. 4 s k  
and euamine your heart diligently, and you 
will find whether i t  cleaves to  God alone or 
not. If you have a heart that can expect of 
Him nothing hut what i s  good, especially in 
want arid distress, and that,  moreover, re- 
nounces and forsakes everything tha t  is not 
God, then you have the only t rue  God. If ,  
on the contrary, i t  cleaves to anything else, 
of which i t  expects more good and help than 
of God, and does not take refuge in Him, but 
in adversity flees from Him, then you have an 
idol. another god. 
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I n  order t h a t  i t  may be seen tha t  God will 
not have this commandment thrown t o  the  
winds, but will most strictlp enforce i t ,  He 
has attached t o  i t  first a terrible threat, and 
then a beautiful, comforting promise which 
is  also to  be urged and impressed upon young 
people, t h a t  they may take i t  t o  heart  and 
retain i t  : 

[Exposi t ion  of t h e  Append ix  t o  t h e  
F i r s t  Commandment . ]  

Bor I a m  the Lord, thy  God, strong and 
jealous, visiting the  iniquity of the fathers 
upon the  children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them t h a t  hate Me; and show- 
ing mercy unto thousands of them t h a t  love 
Me and keep My commandments. 

Although these words relate to all  the com- 
mandments ( a s  we shall hereafter learn) ,  yet 
they are  joined t o  this chief commandment 
because i t  is of first importance tha t  men have 
a right head; for where the head is right, 
the whole life must be right, and ctce oersa. 
Learn, therefore, from these nords  how angry 
God is mith those who t ru s t  in anything but  
Him, and again, liow good and gracious He 
is to  those who t rus t  and betieve in Him 
alone with the mhole heart;  so t h a t  His 
anger does not cease until the fourth genera- 
tion, while, on the other hand, His  blessing 
and goodness extend to  many thousands, lest 
you live in such security and commit your- 
self to  chance, as men of brutal heart, who 
think tha t  i t  makes no great  difference [how 
they live]. He is a God who will not leave i t  
unavenged if men turn  from Him, and will 
not cease to  be angry unti l  the fourth genera- 
tion, even unti l  they are  utterly exterminated. 
Therefore He is to  be feared, and not t o  be 
despised. 

He has also demonstrated this in  all  his- 
tory, a s  the Scriptures aliundantly show and 
daily experience still teaches. Bor from the 
beginning He has utterly extirpated all  idol- 
a t ry ,  aiid, on account of i t ,  both heathen and 
Jews;  even as  a t  the present day He over- 
throws all  false worship, so t ha t  all who re- 
main therein must finally perish. Therefore, 
although proud, powerful, and rich worldlings 
[Sardanapaluses and Phalarides, mho surpass 
even the Persians in wealth] are  now to  be 
found, a h o  boast defiantly of their Mammon, 
with utter disregard whether God is angry a t  
or smiles on them, and dare to  withstand His 
wrath, yet they shall not succeed, but before 
they are  aware, they shall be wrecked, with 

C all in which they trusted; as  all others have 
perished mho have thought themselves more 
secure or powerful. 

And iust  because of such hardened heads 
who because God connives and allows 
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them t o  rest in security, t ha t  He eitlier is 
entirely ignorant or cares nothing about such 
matters, H e  must deal a smashing blow and 
punish them, so tha t  He cannot forget i t  unto 
children's children; so tha t  every one may 
take iiote aiid see t h a t  this is no joke to  Him. 
For they a re  those whom He mcans wheii He 
says : Who ha te Me, i. e., those mho persist in 
their defiance aiid pride; whatever is preached 
or said to them, they will not listen; when 
they are  reproved, in order t h a t  they may 
learn to  know theinselves and ainend before 
the  punishment begins, they become mad and 
foolish so as  to  fairly merit wrath, as  now we 
see daily in bishops and princes. 

But terrible as  are  these threatenings, so 
much the more powerful is tlie consolation in 
the promise, t ha t  those who eling to  God alone 
should be sure t h a t  He will show them mercy, 
t ha t  is, show them pure goodness and bless- 
ing, not only for themselves, but also to  their 
children aiid children's children, even to  the 
thousandth generation and beyond that .  This 
onght certainly t o  move and impel us to  risk 
our liearts in all confidence with God, if we 
wish all temporal and eternal good, since the 
Supreme Majesty makes such sublime offers 
and presents such c o ~ d i a l  inducements and 
such rich promises. 

Therefore let every one seriously take this 
t o  heart, lest i t  be regarded as  though a 
man had spoken i t .  For to you i t  is a ques- 
tion either of eternal blessing, happiness, and 
Salvation, or of eternal wrath, misery, and 
woe. What more would you have or desire 
than tha t  He so kindly promises to be yours 
with every blessing, and to  protect and help 
you in all need? 

But, alas! here is the failure, tha t  the 
world believes nothing of this, nor regards i t  
as  God's Word, because i t  Sees tha t  those who 
t rus t  in God and not in Mammon suffer care 
and nan t ,  and the devil opposes and resists 
them, tha t  they have neither money, favor, 
nor hoiior, and, besides, can scarcely support 
life: while, on the  other hand, those who 
serre Mammon have power, favor, honor, pos- 
srssions, and every comfort in the eyes of the 
world. For this reason, these words inust be 
grasped as being directed against such ap- 
pearances; and we must consider t ha t  they 
do not lie or deceive, but must come true. ' 

Reilect for ionrself or make inquiry and 
tell me: Those wlio have employed all their 
care and diligence to accumulate great pos- 
scssions and wealth, what have they finally 
attained You will find tha t  they have wasted 
their toil and labor, or even though tliey liave 
aniassed great treasnrc\, tliey liave been dib- 
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praed and scattered, so that they themselves 
have never found happiness in their wealth, 
m d  afterwards it never reached the third gen- 
eration. 

Instances of this you will find a plenty iq 
all histories, also in the memory of'aged and 
experienced people. Only observe and ponder 
them. 

Saul was a great king, chosen of God, and 
a godly man; but when he was established 
on his throne, and let his heart decline from 
God, and put his trust in his crown and 
power, he had to perish with all that he had, 
so that none even of his children remained. 

David, on the other hand, was a poor, de- 
spised man, hunted down and chased, so that 
he nowhere felt secure of his life; yet he had 
to remain in spite of Saul, and become king. 
For these words had to abide and come true, 
since God cannot lie or deceive. Only let not 
the devil and the world deceive you with their 
show, which indeed remains for a time, but 
finally is nothing. 

Let us, then, learii well the First Command- 
inent, that we may see how God will tolerate 
uo presumptioii nor any trust in any other 
object, and how He requires nothing higher 
of iis than confidence from the heart for everj- 
thiiig good, so that we may proceed right and 
-traightforward and use all the blessings 
which God gives no farther than as a shoe- 
maker uses his needle, awl, and thread for 
work, and theii lays them aside, or as a 
traveler u+s aii inn, and food, and his bed 
only for temporal necessity, each one in his 
station, according to God's order, and with- 
out allowing any of these things to be our 
lord or idol. Let this suffice with respect to 
the First Conimandment, which we have had 
to explaiii a t  length, since i t  is of chief im- 
portance, becauue, as before said, where the 
heart is rightly dispoaed toward God and 
this commandment is observed, all the othera 
follow. 

The Second Commandment. 

Thou ahalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain. 

As the First Commandment has instructed 
the heart and taught [the basis of] faith, so 
this commandment leads us forth and directs 
the mouth and tongue to God. For the first 
objects that spring from the heart and mani- 
fest themselvea are words. Now, as I have 
taiight above how to answer the question, 
\\-hat i t  is to have a god. so you must learn 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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to comprehend simply the meaning of this 
and all the commandments, and to apply it 
to yourself. 

If, then, i t  be asked: How do you under- 
stand the Second Commandment, or what ie 
mcant by taking in vain, or misusing G d ' s  
name? answer briefly thus: I t  is misusing 
W s  name when we call upon the Lord God, 
no matter in what way, for purposes of false- 
hood or wrong of any kind. Therefore this 
commandment enjoins this much, that  God's 
name must not be appealed to  falsely, or taken 
upon the lips, while the h a r t  knows well 
enough, or should know, differently; as 
among those who take oaths in court, where 
one side lies against the other. For God's 
name cannot be misused worse than for the 
Support of falsehood and deceit. Let this re- 
maiii thr  exact German and simplest mean- 
ing of this commandment. 

From this every one can readily infer when 
and in how many ways God's name is mis- 
ueed. although i t  is impossible to enumerate 
all it.; misuses. Yet, to tell i t  in a few words, 
all niisuse of the divine name occurs, first, in 
worldly business and in matters which con- 
cern money, possessions, honor, whether i t  be 
publicly in court, in the market, or wherever 
else men make false oaths in G d ' s  name, or 
pledge their souls in any matter. And this 
is e-pecially prevalent in marriage affairs, 
wliere two go and secretly betroth themselves 
to  oliv another, and afterward abjure [their 
plighted troth]. 

Bnt the greatest abuse occurs in spiritual 
matter-. whicli pertain to the conscience, when 
false preacliers rise up and offer their lying 
vanitiee a- God's Word. 

Beliold, all this is decking one's self out 
with God'b name, or making a pretty show, 
or claimirig to be right, whether i t  occur in 
grosr. worldly business or in sublime, subtile 
matter* of faith and doctrine. And among 
liars belong also blasphemers, not alone the 
very g o s s ,  well known to  every one, who dis- 
grace G d ' s  name without fear (these are not 
for us, but for the hangman to  discipline) ; 
but also those who publicly traduce the t ruth  
and God's Word and consign i t  tn the devil. 
Of this there is no need now to  speak further. 

Here, then, let us learn and take to  heart 
the great importance of this commandment, 
that  with all diligence we may guard against 
and dread every misuse of the holy name, as  
the greatest sin that  can be outwardly com- 
mitted. For to lie and deceive is in itself 
a great sin, but is greatly aggravated when 
we attempt to justify it, and seek to  confirm 
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i t  by invoking the name of God and using it 
as a cloak for shame, so that from a single 
lie a double lie, nay, manifold lies, result. 

For this reason, too, God has added a 
solemn threat to this commandment, to wit: 
E'or thc Lord u d l  not hold him guiltless t k t  
taketlc His nnme in vain. That is: It shall 
not be rondoned to any one iior pass un- 
punished. For as little as  He will leave i t  
unavenged if any one turn his heart from 
Him, as little will He suffer His name to be 
employed for dressing up a lie. Now, alas! 
i t  is a common calamity in all the world that 
there are as few who are not using the name 
of God for purposes of lying and all wicked- 
ness as  there are those who with their heart 
trust alone in God. 

For bg nature we all have within us this 
beautiful virtue, to wit, that whoever has 
conimittrd a wrong would like to Cover up and 
adorn his disgrace, so that no one may see i t  
or know i t ;  and no one is so bold as to boast 
to all the world of the wickedness he has per- 
petrated; all wish to act by stealth and with- 
out any one being aware of what they do. 
Then, if any one be arraigned, the name of 
God is dragged into the affair and must make 
the villainy look like godliness, and the shame 
like hoiior. This is the common Course of 
the world, which, like a great deluge, has 
flooded all lands. Hence we have also as our 
reward what we seek and deseme: pestilences, 
wars, famines, conflagrations, floods, wayward 
wives, childrea, servants, and all sorts of de- 
filement. Whence elsc should so much misery 
come? It is still a great mercy that the earth 
bears and supports us. 

Therefore, above all  things, our young people 
should have this commandment earnestly en- 
forced upon them, and they should be trained 
to hold this and the First Commaadment in 
high regard; and whenever they transgress, 
we must a t  once be after them with the rod, 
and hold the commandment before them, and 
constantly inculcate it, so as to bring them 
up not only with punishment, but also in the 
reverence and fear of God. 

Thus you now understand what it is to take 
God's name in vain, that is (to recapitulate 
briefly), either siinply for purposes of false- 
hood, and to allege God's name for something 
that is not so, or to .curse, swear, conjure, 
and, in short, to practise whatever wicked- 
ness one may. 

Besides this you must also know how to 
use the name [of God] aright. For when say- 
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ing: Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord, thy God, in  vain, He gives us to under- 
stand a t  the Same time that i t  is to be used 
properly. For i t  has been revealed and given 
to us for the very purpose that i t  may be of 
constant use and profit. Hence i t  is a natural 
inference, since using the holy name for false- 
hood or wickedness is here forbidden, that we 
are, on the other hand, commanded to employ 
i t  for truth and for all good, as when one 
swears truly where there is need and i t  is de- 
manded. So also when there is right teach- 
ing, and when the name is invoked in trouble 
or praised and thanked in prosperity, etc.; 
all of which is comprehended summarily and 
commanded in the Passage PS. 50, 15: Ca11 
upon Me in  the day of trouble; I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. For all this 
is bringing i t  into the Service of truth, and 
using i t  in a blessed way, and thus His name 
is hallowed, as we pray in the Lord's Prayer. 

Thus you have the sum of the entire com- 
mandment explained. And with this under- 
standing the question with which many 
teachers have troubled themselves has been 
easily solved, to wit, why swearing is pro- 
hibited in the Gospel, and yet Christ, St. Paul, 
and other saints often swore. The explana- 
tion is briefly this: We are not to swear in 
support of evil, that is, of falsehood, and 
where there is no need or use; but for the sup- 
port of good and the advantage of our neigh- 
bor we should swear. For i t  is a truly good 
work, by which God is praised, truth and 
right are established, falsehood is refuted, 
peace is made among men, obedience is ren- 
dered, and quarrels are settled. For in this 
way God Himself interposes and separates be- 
tween right and wrong, good and evil. If one 
part swears falsely, he has hia sentence that he 
shall not escape punishment, and though it  be 
deferred a long time, he shall not succeed; 
so that all that he may gain thereby will slip 
out of his hands, and he will never enjoy i t ;  
as I have seen in the case of many who per- 
jured themselves in their marriage-vows, that 
they have never had a happy hour or a health- 
ful day, and thus perished miserably in body, 
soul, and possessions. 

Therefore I advise and exhort as before 
that by means of warning and threatening, 
restraint and punishment, the children be 
trained betimes to shun falsehood, and es- 
pecially to avoid the use of Gd's  name in its 
support. For where they are allowed to do 
as they please, no good will result, as is even 
now evident that the world is worse than it  
has ever been, and that there is no govern- 
ment, no obedience, no fidelity, no faith, but 
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only daring, unbridled meu, vliom no teach- 
ing or reproof helps; all  of which is G d ' s  
wrath and punishment for such W-anton coii- 
tempt of this coinmandment. 

On the other hand, they sliould be con- 
stantly urged arid incitrd to honor God's 
name, and to h a ~ e  i t  always upon their lips 
in everything that  may happen to them or 
come to  their notice. For that  is the true 
honor of His name, to look to i t  and implore 
i t  for all consolation, so that  ( a s  we have 
heard above) first the heart by faith gives 
God the honor due Him, aiid afterwards the 
lips by confession. 

This is also a blessed and useful habit and 
very effectual against the devil, who is  ever 
about us, and lies in wait t o  bring us into sin 
and shame, calamity and trouble, but who is 
very loath t o  hear God's name, and cannot 
remain long where i t  is  utterrd and called 
upon from the heart. And, indeed, many a 
terrible and shocking calamity would befall 
us if, by our calling upon His name, G d  did 
not preserve us. I have myself tried i t ,  and 
learned by experience that  often sudden great 
calamity was immediately averted and re- 
moved during such invocation. To vex the 
devil, I say, we should almays have this holy 
name in, our mouth, so that  he may not be 
able to injure us a s  he wishes. 

For this end i t  is  also of service that  we 
form the habit of daily commending ourselves 
to God, with soul and body, wife, children, 
servants, and all  tha t  we have, against every 
need that  may occur; whence also the bless- 
ing and thanksgiving a t  meals, and other 
prayers, morning and evening, have originated 
and remain in use. Likewise the prhctise of 
children to Cross themsehes when anything 
monstrous or terrible is  Seen or heard, and to 
exclaim: "Lord G d ,  protect us!" "Help, 
dear Lord Jesus!" etc. Thus, too, if any one 
meets with unespected good fortune, however 
trivial, t h a t  he say: "God be praised and 
thanked; this God has bestowed on me!" etc., 
a s  formerly the children were accustomed to 
fast and pray to St.  Nicholas and other saints. 
This would be more pleasing and acceptable 
to God than all  monasticism and Carthubiah 
sanctity. 

Behold, thus we might train our youth in 
a ~hi ldl ike  way arid playfully in the fear and 
honor of God, so that  the First  and Secoiid 
Commandments might be well observed aiid 
in constant practise, Then some good might 
take root, spring up and bear fruit, and men 
grow up whom aii entire land might relish 
and enjoy. Moreover, t h k  would be G e  true 
way to  bring up children well as long as they 



T h  Large C a t e c h h .  The Third Commandment. 

can become tiained with kindness and delight. 
For what must be enforced with rods and 
blows only will not develop into a good breed, 
and a t  best they will remain godly under such 
treatment no longer than while the rod is 
upon thcir back. 

But this [manner of training] so spreads 
i t s  roots in the heart tha t  they fear God more 
than rods and clubs. This I say with such 
simplicity for the Sake of the young, that  i t  
may penetrate their minds. For since we are 
preaching to  children, we must also prattle 
with them. Thus we have prevented the 
abuse and have taught the right use of the 
divine name, which should consist not only 
in words, but also in practise and life, so tha t  
we may know that  God is well pleased with 
this, and will as richly reward i t  a s  He will 
terribly punish the abuse. 

T h e  T h i r d  Commandment .  

Thou shalt sanctify the holy day. [Re- 
member the Sabbath day to  keep it holy.] 

The word holy day (Feiertag) is  rendered 
from the Hebrew word sabbath which prop- 
erly signifies to rest, t ha t  is, to abstain from 
labor. Hence we are accustomed to say, 
Feierabend machen [that is, t o  cease work- 
ingl, or heiligen Abend geben [sanctify the 
Sabbathl. Now, in the Old Testament, God 
separated the seventh day, and appointed i t  
for rest, and commanded that  i t  should be 
regarded a s  holy above tlll others. As regards 
this external observance, this commandment 
was given to the Jews alone, t ha t  they should 
abstain from toilsome work, and rest, so tha t  
both man and beast might recuperate, and 
not be weakened by unremitting labor. Al- 
though they afterwards restricted this too 
closely, and grossly abused i t ,  so that  they 
traduced and could not endure in Christ those 
works which they themselves were accustomed 
to do on that  day, as we read in the Gospel; 
just as thougli the commandment were ful- 
filled by doing no external [manuall work 
whatever, which, however, was not the mean- 
ing, but, as we shall hear, tha t  they sanctify 
the holy day or day of rest. 

This commandment, therefore, according to 
i ts  gross sense, does not concern us Chris- 
t ians;  for i t  is altogether an external mat- 
ter, like other ordinances of the Old Testa- 
ment, which were attached to particular cus- 
toms, persons, times, and places, and now have 
been made free through Christ. 

But to grasp a Christian meaning for the 
simple as to what God requires in this com- 
mandment, note that  we keep holy days not 
for the Sake of intelligent and learned Chris- 
tians (for they have no need of i t  [holy 
daysl ) , but first of all for bodily causes and 
necessities, which nature teaches and requires; 
for the common people, man-servants and 
maid-servants. who have been attendine to  
their work akd trade the whole week, ;hat 
for a day they may retire in ordcr to rest 
and be iefreshed. 
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Secondly. and most cspecially, tha t  on such 
day of rest (since we can get no other oppor- 
tuni ty)  f r e e d ~ m  and time be taken to  attend 
divine service, so tha t  we come together to 
hear and treat  of God's Word, and then to 
praise God, to sing and pray. 

However, this, I say, is  not so restricted 
to  any time, a s  with the Jems, that  i t  must 
be just on this or that  day: for in itself no 
ofie day is better than another: but this 
~ h o u l d  indeed be done daily; however, since 
the masses cannot give such attendance, there 
inust be a t  least one day in the week set 
apart. But sinre from of old Sunday [the 
Lord's Day] has been appointed for this PU:- 
pose. we also should continue the same. in 
order that  everything be done in harnionious 
order, and no one create disorder by unneces- 
sary innovation. 

Therefore this is the simple meaning of the 
commandment: since holidays are observed 
anyhow, such observance should be devoted t o  
heating God's Wotd, so that  the special func- 
tion of this day should be the ministry of 
the Word for the young and the mass of poor 
people; yet that  the resting be not so strictly 
interpreted as to  forbid any other iiicidental 
work tha t  cannot be avoided. 

Accordingly, when asked, What is  meant by 
the commandment: Thou shalt sanctify the 
holy day? answer: To sanctify the holy day 
is the Same as  to keep i t  holy. But what is  
meant by keeping i t  holy? Nothing elqe than 
to  be occupied in holy words, works, and life. 
For the day needs no sanctification for itself; 
for in itself i t  has been created holy [from 
the beginning of the creation it was sancti- 
fied by i ts  Creator]. But God desires i t  t o  be 
holy to  you. Therefore i t  becomes holy or 
unholy on your account, according a s  you are  
occupied on the same with things that  are 
holy or iinholy. 

Horn, then, does such sanctification take 
place? Not in this manner, tha t  [with folded 
hands] wc sit  behind the stove and do no 
rough [external] work, or deck ourselves with 
a wreath and put on our best clothes, but ( a s  
has been said) that  we occupy ourselves with 
God's Word, and exercise ourselves therein. 

And, indced, we Christians ought always to 
keep such a holy day, and be occupied with 
nothing but holy things, i. e., daily be engaged 
upon God's Word, and carry i t  in our hearts 
and upon our lips. But ( a s  has been said) 
since we do not a t  all times have leisure, we 
must devote several hours a week for the Sake 
of the young, or a t  least a day for the Sake of 
the entire multitude, to being concerned about 
this alone, and especially urge the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, 
and t41is direct our whole life and being ac- 
cording to God's Word. A t  whatever time, 
then, this is being observed and practised, 

, there a true holy day  is being kept; other- 
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wise i t  bhaii not be called a Christians' holy 
day. Por, indeed, non-Christians can also 
cease from work and be idle, just as the en- 
t i re  swarm of our ecclesiastics, who stand 
daily in  the churches, singing, and ringing 
bells but keeping no holy day holy, because 
they neither preach nor practise God's Word, 
but teach and live contrary to it. 

For the Word of God is the sanctuary above 
all sanctuaries, yea, the only one which we 
Christians know and have. Por though we 
had the bones of a l l  the saints or all  holy and 
consecrated garments upon a heap, still tha t  
would help us nothing; for all tha t  is a dead 
thing which can sanctify nobody. But  God's 
Word ie the treasure which sanctifies every- 
thing. and by which even all  the saints them- 
selves were ~anctified. -4t whatever hour, 
then, God's Word is taught, preached, heard, 
read or meditated upon, there the Person, day, 
and work are sanctified thereby, not because 
of the external work, but because of the Word, 
which makes saints of us all. Therefore 
I constantly say that  all our life and work 
must be ordered according to God's Word, if 
i t  is  t o  be God-pleasing or hol?. Where this 
is  done, this commandment is  in force and 
being fulfilled. 

On the contrary, any observance or work 
tha t  is  practised without God's Word is un- 
holy before God, no matter how brilliantly 
i t  map shine, even though i t  be covered with 
relics, such a s  the fictitious spiritual orders, 
which know nothing of God's Word and seek 
hoi inra~ in their own works. 

Kote, therefore, t ha t  the force and power 
of this commandment lies not in the resting, 
but in the sanctifying, so that  t o  this day 
belongs a special holy exercise. For other 
works and occupations are not properly called 
hol? exercises, unless the man himself be first 
holy. But here a work is t o  be done b? which 
man is himself made holy, which is done ( a s  
we have heard) alone through God's Word. 
For this. then, fixed places, times, persons, 
and tlie rntire external order of worship have 
been created and appointed, so that  i t  may 
be publicly iu operation. 

Since, therefore, so much dependa upon 
God's Word that  without i t  no holy day can 
be sanctified, we must know that  God insists 
upon a strict observance of this command- 
ment, and will punish all who despise His 
Word and are not willing to hear and learn 
it, espccially a t  the time appointed for the 
purposr 

Therrfore not only those sin against this 
commandment who grossly misuse and dese- 
crate th r  holy day, as those who on account 
of their greed or frivolity negleet t o  hear 
God'q Word or lie in taverns and are  dead 
drunk like awine; hut also that  other cron-d, 
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who listen to God's Word as to any other 
trifle, and only from custom come to preach- 
ing, and go away again, and a t  the end of 
the year know as little of it as a t  the begin- 
nmg. For hitherto the opinion prevailed that 
you had properly hallowed Sunday when you 
had heard a mass or the Gospel read; but no 
one cared for God's Word, as also no one 
taught it. Now, while we have God's Word, 
we nevertheless do not correct the abuse; we 
suffer ourselves to be preached to and ad- 
monished, but we listen without seriousness 
and care. 

Know, therefore, that you must be con- 
cerned not only about hcaring, but also about 
learning and retaining it  in memory, and do 
not think that it is optional with you or of 
no great irnportance, but that i t  is God's com- 
mandrnent, who will require of you how you 
have heard, learned, and honored His Word. 

Likewise those fastidious Spirits are to be 
reproved who, when they have heard a ser- 
mou or two, find it  tedious and dull, thinking 
that they know all that well enough, and need 
no more instruction. For just that is the sin 
which has been hitherto reckoned among mor- 
tal sins, and is called Bxq8ia, i. e., torpor or 
satiety, a malignant, dangerous plague with 
which the devil bewitches and deceives the 
hearts of many, that he may surprise us and 
secretly withdraw God's Word from us. 

For let me tell you this, even though you 
know i t  perfectly and be already master in 
all things, still you are daily in the dominion 
of the devil, who ceases neither day nor night 
to steal unawares upon you, to kindle in your 
heart unbelief and wicked thoughts against 
the foregoing and all the commandments. 
Therefore you must always have God's Word 
iii your heart, upon your lips, end in your 
ears. But where the heart is idle, and the 
Kord does not sound, he breaks in and has 
clone the damage before we are aware. On 
the other hand, such is the efficacy of the 
Word, whenever i t  is seriously contemplated, 
heard, and used, that i t  is bound never to be 
without fruit, but always awakens new under- 
standing, pleasure, and devoutness, and pro- 
duces a pure heart and pure thoughts. For 
these words are not inoperative or dead, but 
creative, h i n g  words. And even though no 
other interest or necessity impel us, yet this 
ought to urge every one thereunto, because 
thereby the devil is put to Kight and driven 
away, and, besides, this commandment is ful- 
filled, and [this exercise in the Word] is more 
pleasing to God than any work of hypocrisy, 
however brilliant. 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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The Foiirth Commandment. 

Thus far we have learned the first three 
commandments, which relate to God. First, 
t h a t  with our whole heart we trust in Him, 
and fear and love Him throughout all our 
life. Secondly, that we do not misuse His 
holy name in the Support of falsehood or any 
bad work, but employ i t  to  the praise of God 
and the profit and salvation of our neighbor 
aiid ourselves. Thirdly, that on holidays and 
when a t  rest we diligently treat and urge 
God's Word, so that all our actions and our 
entire life be ordered according to it. Now 
follow the other seven, which relate to our 
neighbor. ainong which the first and great- 
est is: 

Thou qhalt honor thy father and thy 
mother. 

To this estate of fatherhood and mother- 
hood God has given the Special distinction 
above all estates that are beneath it that He 
not simply commands us to love our parents, 
but to honor them. For with respect to 
brothers, sisters, and our neighbors iii gen- 
eral He commands nothing higher than that 
we love them, so that He separates and dis- 
tinguishes father and mother above all other 
persons upon earth, and places them a t  His 
side. For i t  is a far higher thing to honor 
than to love one, inasmuch as i t  comprehends 
not only love, but also modesty, humility, and 
deferente as to a majesty there hidden, and 
requires not only that they be addressed 
kindly aiid with reverence, but, most of all, 
that both in heart and with the body we so 
act as to qhom that we esteem them very 
highly, and that, next to God, we regard them 
as the very highest. For one whom we are to 
honor froni tlie heart we must truly regnrd as 
high nnd great. 

\Ve must, therefore, impress i t  upon the 
young that they should regard their parents 
as in God's stead, and remember that however 
lowly, poor, frail, and queer they may be, 
nevertheless they are father and mother given 
them by God. They are not to be deprived 
of their honor because of their conduct or 
their failings. Therefore we are not to re- 
gard their persons, how they niay be, but the 
will of God nho has thus crrated and or- 
dained. In  other respects we are, indeed, all 
alike in the eyes of God; but among us there 
must nece~sarily be such inequality and 
ordered difference, and therefore God com- 
mands it to  be observed, that you obey me as 
yoiir father, and that I have the supremacy. 

Learn, therefore, first, what is the honor 
towards pareiits required by this command- 
ment, to wit, that they be held in distinction 
and edeem ahove all things, as the most pre- 
cious t r~ahure on earth. Furthermore, that - 
also in OUT n-ords me observe modesty toward 
theni. dn i ~ ~ t  accost thein roughly, haughtily, 
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and defiantly, but yield to them and be silent, 
even though they go too far. Thirdly, tha t  
we show them such honor also by works, that  
is, with our body and  possessions, that  we 
serve them, help them. and provide for them 
when they are old, sick, infirm, or poor, and 
all that  not only gladly, but with humility 
and rcverence, a s  doing i t  before God. For 
he who knows how to regard them in his 
heart  will not allow them to suffer want or ' 

hunger, but will place them above him and 
a t  his side, and will sliare with them what- 
ever he has and possesses. 

Secondly, notice how great, good, and holy 
a work is here assigned children, which is, 
alas! utterly neglected and disregarded, and 
no one perceives that  God has commanded it ,  
or that  i t  is a holy, divine Word and doc- 
trine. For if i t  had been regarded as  such, 
every one could have inferred that  they must 
be holy men who live according to these words. 
Thus there would have been no need of in- 
venting monasticism nor spiritual orders, but 
every child would have abided by this com- 
mandment, and could have directed his con- 
science to  God and said: "If I am to do good 
and holy works, I know of none better than 
to  render all hoiior and obedience to my par- 
ents, because God has Himself commanded it. 
For what God commands must be much and 
far nobler than everything that  we may de- 
vise ourselves; and since there is no higher 
or better teacher to be found than God, there 
can be no better doctrine, indeed, than He 
gives forth. Now, He tcaches fully what we 
sliould do if we wish to perform truly g w d  
works; and by commanding them, He shows 
that  they please Him. If, then, i t  is God who 
commands this, and who knows not how to 
appoint anything better, I will never improve 
upon it." 

Behold, in this maniier we would have had 
a godly child propcrlr taught, reared in true 
blessedness, and kept a t  home in obedience to  
his parents and in their service, so that  men 
sliould have had blcssing and joy from the 
spectacle. However, God's commandment was 
not permitted to be thus [with such care and 
diligence] commended, but had to be negleeted 
and trampled under foot, so that  a child could 
not lay i t  to heart, and meanwhile gaped 
[like a panting wolf] a t  the dcvices which we 
set up, without once [consulting or] giving 
rererence to God. 

Let us, therefore, learn a t  last, for God's 
salre, that,  placing all other things out of 
sight, our youths look first t o  this command- 
ment, if they wish to serve God with truly 
good works, that  they do what i s  pleasing to 
their fathers and mothers, or to those to  whom 
they may be subject in  their stead. For every 
child tha t  knows and does this has, in the 
first place, this great consolation in his heart, 

, t ha t  he can joyfully say and boast ( in  spite 
of and against all who are  occupied with 
morks of their own choice) : "Behold, this 
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work is well pleasing to  my God in heaven, 
that  I know for certain." Let them all  come 
together with their niany great, distressing, 
and difficult works and make their boast; we 
will see whether they can show one that  is 
greater and nobler than obedience to  father 
s n d  mother, to whom God has appointed 
and commanded obedience next to His own 
majesty; so t h a t  if God's Word and will a re  
in  force and being accomplished, nothing shall 
be esteemed higher than the will and word of 
parents; yet so that  it, €00, is  subordinated 
to obedience toward God and is not opposed 
to  the precediiig commandments. 

Therefore you should be heartily glad and 
thank God that  He has chosen you and made 
you worthy to do a work so precious and 
pleasing to Him. Only see that,  although i t  
be regarded as the most humble and despised, 
you esteem i t  great and precious, not on ac- 
count of our worthiness, but because i t  is  
comprehended in, and controlled by, the jewel 
and sanctuary, namely, the  Word and com- 
mandment of God. Oh, what a high price 
would a l l  Carthusians, monks, and nuns pay, 
if in all. their religious doings they could 
bring into God's presence a single work done 
by virtue of His commandment, and be able 
before His face t o  say with joyful heart:  
"Now I know that  this work is well pleasing 
to  Thee." Where will these poor wretched 
persons hide when in the sight of God and all 
the world they shall blush with shame before 
a young child who has lived according to  this 
commandment, and shall have to confess that  
with their whole life they are not worthy to 
give i t  a drink of water? Snd  i t  serves them 
right for their devilish perversion in treading 
God's commandment under foot that  they 
must vainly torment themselves with works 
of their own device, and, in addition, have 
scorn and loss for their reward. 

Should not the heart, then, leap and melt 
for joy when going to work and doing what 
is commanded, saying: Lo, this is better than 
all  holiness of the Carthusians, even though 
th'ey kill themselves fasting and praying 
upon their knees without ceasing? For here 
you have a Sure text and a divine testimony 
that  H e  has enjoined this;  but concerning 
the other He did not command a word. But 
this is  the plight and miserable blindness of 
the world that  no one believes these things; 
t o  such an  extent the devil has deceived us 
with false holiness and the glamour of our 
own works. 

Therefore I would be very glad (I say it 
again) if men would Open their eyes and ears, 
and take this t o  heart, lest some time we 
may again be led astray from the pure Word 
of God to the lying vanities of the devil. 
Then, too, all would be well; for parcnts 
would have morc joy, love, friendship, and 

, concord in their houses; thus the children 
could captivate their parents' hearts. On the 
other hand, when they are obstinate, and will 
not do what they ought until a rod is laid 
upon their back, they anger both God and 
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their parents, whereby they deprive them- 
selves of this treasure and joy of conscience, 
and lay up for themselves only misfortune 
Therefore, as every one complains, the Course 
of the world now is such that both young and 
old are altogether dissolute and beyond eon- 
trol, have iio reverence nor sense of honor, do 
nothing except as they are driven to i t  by 
blows, and perpetrate what wrong and de- 
traction they can behind each other's back; 
therefore God also punishes them, that they 
sink into all kinds of filth and misery. As 
a rule, the parents, too, arc themselves stupid 
and ignorant: one fool trains [teaches] an- 
other, and as they have lived, so live their 
children after them. 

This, now, I say should be the first and most 
important consideration to urge us to the ob- 
servance of this commandment; on which 
account, even if we had no father and mother, 
we ought to wish that God would set up wood 
and stone before us, whom we might call 
father and mother. How much more, since 
He has given us living parents, should we re- 
joice to show them honor and obedience, be- 
cause we know i t  is so highly pleasing to the 
Divine Majesty and to all angels, and vexes 
all devils, and is, besides, the highest work 
which we can do, after the sublime divine 
worship comprehended in the previous com- 
mandments; so that giving of alms and every 
other good work toward our neighbor are not 
equal to this. Por God has assigned this 
estate the highest place, yea, has set it up in 
His own stead, upon eartli. This will and 
pleasure of God ought to be a sufiicient 
reason and incentive to us to do what we can 
with good will and pleasure. 

Besides this, it is our duty before the world 
to be grateful for benefits and every good 
which we have of our parents. But here 
again the devil rules in the world, so that the 
children forget their parents, as we all forget 
God, and no one considers how God nourishes, 
protects, and defends us, and bestows so much 
good on body and soul; espeeially when an 
evil hour Comes, we are angry and grumble 
with impatience, and all the good which we 
have received throughout our life is wiped 
out [from our memory]. Just so we do also 
with our parents, and there is no child that 
understands and considers this [what the par- 
ents have endured while nourishing and fos- 
tering him], except the Holy Ghost grant him 
this grace. 

God knows very well this perverseness of 
the world; therefore He admonishes and 
urges by commandments that every one con- 
sider what his parents have done for him, 
and he will find that he has from them body 
and life, moreover, that he has been fed and 
r e a r d  when otherwise he woiild have perished 
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a hundred times in his own filth. Therefore 
it is a true and good saying of old and wise 
men: Deo, parentibue et magist& non pot- 
est satG gratiae rependi, that is, To God, to 
parents, and to teachers we can never render 
sufncient gratitude and compensation. He 
that  regards and considers this will indeed 
without compulsion do all honor to  his par- 
ents, and bear them up  on his hands as those 
through whom God has done him all good. 

Over and above all this, another gwat 
reason that should incite us the more [to 
obedience to this commandment] is that God 
attaches to this commandment a temporal 
promise and says: That thou mayest live 
Eong upon the lund which the Lord, thy God, 
giveth thee. 

Here you can See yourself how much God 
is in earnest in respect to this commandment, 
inasmuch as He not only declares that i t  is 
well pleasing to Him, and that He has jog 
and delight therein; but also that i t  shall 
be for our prosperity and promote our highest 
good; so that we may have a pleasant and 
agreeable life, furnished with every good 
thing. Therefore also St. Paul greatly em- 
phasizes the Same and rejoices in i t  when he 
says, Eph. 6,2 .  3 :  This i s  the jirst command- 
ment with promise: That i t  may be well with 
thee, anrl thou mayest live long on. the earth. 
For although the rest also have their promises 
contained in them, yet in none is i t  so plainly 
and explicitly stated. 

Here, then, you have the fruit and the re- 
ward, that whoever observes this command- 
ment shall have happy days, fortune, and 
prosperity; arid on the other hand, the pun- 
ishment, that  whoever is disobedient shall the 
sooner perish, and never enjoy life. For to 
have long life in the sense of the Scriptures 
is not only to become old, but to hare every- 
thing which belongs to long life, such as 
health, wife, and children, livelihood, peace, 
good government, etc., without which this life 
can neither be enjoyed in chcerfulness nor 
long endure. If, therefore, you will not obey 
father and mother and submit to their dis- 
cipline, then obey the hangman; if you will 
not obey him, then submit to the Skeleton- 
'man, i. e., death [death the all-subduer, the 
teacher of wicked children]. For on this God 
insists peremptorily: Either if you obey Him, 
rendering love and Service, He M11 reward 
you abundantly with all good, or if you offend 
Him, He will send upon you both death and 
the hangman. 

Whence come so many knaves that must 
daily be hanged, beheaded, broken upon the 
wheel, but from disobedience [to parentsl, be- 
cause they will not submit to discipline in 
kindness, so that, by the punishment of God, 
they bring i t  about that we behold their mis- 
fortune and grief? For i t  seldom happens 
that such perverse people die a natural or 
timely death. 
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But the godly and obedient have this hless- 
ing, that they live long in pleasant quietncss, 
and See their children's ehildren (as said 
above) to the third and fourth generation. 

Thus experience also teaches, that where 
there are honorable, old families who fare well 
and have many children, they owe their origin 
to the fact, tobe Sure, that some of them were 
brought up well and were regardful of their 
parents. On the other hand, i t  is written of 
the wicked, PS. 109,13: Let his poste&y be 
cut off; m d  in the generation follozoing let 
thew name bc blotted out. Therefore heed well 
how great a thing in God's sight obedience is, 
since He so highly estecms it, is so highly 
pleased with it, and rewards i t  so richly, aiid 
besides enforces punishment so rigorously on 
those who act contrariwise. 

All this I say that it may be well impressed 
upon the young. For no one believes how 
necessary this commandment is, although i t  
has not been esteemd and taught hitherto 
under the papacy. These are simple and easy 
words, and everybody thinks he knew them 
afore; therefore men pass them lightly hy, 
are gaping after other matters, and do not 
See and believe that God is so greatly offended 
if they be disregarded, nor that one does a 
work so well pleasing and precious if he fol- 
lows them. 

In this commaiidment belongs a further 
Statement regarding all kinds of obedience to 
persons in authority who have to command 
and to govern. For all authority flows and is 
propagated from the authority of parents. 
For where a father is unable alonc to ducate  
his [rebellious and irritable] child, he em- 
ploys a schoolmastcr to instruct him; if he 
be too weak, he enlists the aid of his friends 
and neighhrs; if he departs this life, he 
delegates and confers his authority and gov- 
ernment upon others who are appointed for 
the purpose. Likewise, he must have domes- 
tics, man-servants and maid-servants, iiiider 
himself for the management of the household, 
so that all W-hom we call masters are in the 
place of parents and must derive their power 
and authority to govern from them. Hence 
also they are all called fathers in the Scrip- 
tures, as those who in their government per- 
form the functions of a father, and should 
have a paternal heart toward their subordi- 
nates. As also from antiquity the Romans 
and other nations called the masters and 
mistresses of the household patres- et matres- 
familiae, that is, housefathers and house- 
mothers. So also they called their national 
rulers and overlords patres patriae, that is, 
fathers of the entire country, for a great 
shame to us who would be Christians that 
we do not likewise call them so, or, a t  least, 
do not csteem and honor them as such. 

Now, what a child owes to father and 
mother, the Same owe all who are embraced 
in the household. Therefore man-servants and 
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maid-servants should be careful not only to 
be obedient to their masters and mistressea, 
but also to honor them as their own fathers 
and mothrs, and to do everything which they 
know is  expected of them, not from compul- 
sioii and with reluctance, but with pleasure 
aiid joy for the cause just mentioned, namely, 
that  it is God's command and is pleasing to 
Hirn above all other works. Thercfore they 
ought rather to pay wages in addition and be 
glad that they may obtain masters and mis- 
tresses to have such joyful consciences and 
to know how they may do truly golden works; 
a matter which has hitherto been neglected 
and despised, when, instead, everybody ran, 
in the devil's name, into convents or to  pil- 
grimages and indulgences, with loss [of time 
and money] and with an evil conscience. 

If this truth, then, could be impressed upon 
the poor people, a servant-girl would leap and 
praise and thank God; and with her tidy 
work for which she receives support and 
wages she would acquire such a treasure as 
all that are esteemed the greatest saints have 
not obtained. 1s i t  not an excellent boast to 
know and say that, if you perform your daily 
domestic task, this is better than all the 
sanctity and ascetic life of monks? And you 
have the promise, in addition, that you shall 
prosper in all good and fare well. How can 
you lead a more blessed or holier life as  far 
as your works are concerned? For in the 
sight of God faith is what really renders a 
Person holy, and alone serves Him, but the 
works are for the Service of man. There you 
have everything good, protection and defense 
in the Lord, a joyful conscience and a gracious 
God besides, who will reward you a hundred- 
fold, so that you are even a nobleman if you 
be only pious and obedient. But if not, you 
have, in the first place, nothing but the wrath 
and displeasure of God, no peace of heart, and 
afterwards all manner of plagues and mis- 
fortunes. 

IVhoever will not be influenced by tliis and 
inclined to godliness we hand over to the 
hangman and to the skeleton-man. Therefore 
let every one who allows himself to be advised 
remember that God is not making Sport, and 
know that i t  is God who speaks with you and 
demands obedience. If you obey Him, you 
are His dear child; but if you despise to do 
it, then take shame, misery, and grief for 
your reward. 

The Same also is to be said of obedience to 
ciril government, which (as  we have said) is 
all e~ibraced in the estate of fatherhood and 
extends farthest of all relations. For here 
the father is not one of a Single family. but 
of as many people as he has tenants, citizens, 
or subjects. For through them. as through 
our parents, God gives to us food, house and 
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home, protection and security. Therefore, 
since they bear such name and title with all  
honor a s  their highest dignity, i t  is  our duty 
to  honor them and to  esteem them great as  
the dearest treasure and the most precious 
jewel upon earth. 

He, now, who is obedient here, is willing 
and ready to  serve, and cheerfully docs all  
t ha t  pertains to  honor, knows tha t  he is 
pleasing God and tha t  he will receive joy and 
happiness for his reward. If he will not do 
i t  in love, but despises and resists [authority] 
or rebels, let him also know, on the other 
hand, t ha t  he shall have no favor nor bless- 
ing, and where he thinks to  gain a florin 
thereby, he will elsewhere lose ten times as  
much, or become a victim to  the hangman, 
perish by war, pestilence, and famine, or ex- 
perience no good in his children, and be 
obliged to  suffer injury, injustice, and vio- 
lence a t  the hands of his servants, neigh- 
bors, or strangers and tyrants ;  so tha t  what 
we seek aud deserve is paid back and comes 
home to us. 

If we would ever suffer ourselves to  be per- 
suaded tha t  such works are pleasiiig to  God 
and have so rich a reward, we would be estab- 
lished in altogether abundant possessions and 
have wliat our heart desires. But  because 
the word and command of God are so lightly 
esteemed, a s  though some babbler had spoken 
it ,  let us see whether you are the man to  op- 
pose Him. How difficult, do you think, i t  will 
be for Him to  recompense you! Therefore 
you would certainly live much better with the 
divine favor, peace, and ha~p iness  than with 
His displeasure and misfortune. Why, think 
you, is the world now so full of iinfaithful- 
ness, disgrace, calamity, and murder, but be- 
cause cvery one desires to  be his own master 
and free from the emperor, t o  eare nothing 
for any one, aiid do what pleases him? There- 
fore God punishcs one knave by another, so 
that,  when you defraud and desp i s~  your mas- 
ter, another comes and deals in like manner 
with you, yea, i n  your household you must 
sufTer ten times more from wife, children, or 
servants. 

Indeed, we feel our misfortune, we murmur 
and complain of unfaithfulness, violence, and 
injustice, but will not see tha t  we ourselves 
are  knaves who liare fully deserved this pun- 
ishment, and yet are  not thereby reformed. 
We will have no favor and happiness, there- 
fore i t  i s .but  fair tha t  we have nothing but 
misfortune without mercy. Therc must still 
be somewhere upon earth some godly people 
becauae God coiitinues to  ginnt ur? so much 
good! On our own account we should not 
have a farthing in the house nor a straw in 
the field. All this I have been obliged to  urge 
with so many words, in hope tha t  some oiie 

Concordia Trlglotta. 
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may take i t  to heart, tha t  we may be relieved 
of the blindness and misery in  which we are  
steeped so deeply, and may truly underfitand 
the Word and will of God, and earnestly 
accept it. For thence we would learn how 
we could have joy, happiness, and Salvation 
enough, both temporal and eternal. 

Thus we have two kinds of fathers pre- 
sented in this commandment, fathers in blood 
and fathers in office, or those to whom belongs 
the care of the family, and those to whom be- 
longs the care of the country. Besides these 
there a r e  yet spiritual fathers; not like those 
in  the Papacy, who have indeed had tliem- 
selves called thus, but have performed no 
functioii of the paternal office. Bor tliose only 
a r e  called spiritual fathers who govern and 
guide us  by the Word of God; as  St.  Paul 
boasts his fatherhood 1 Cor. 4, 15, where he 
says: I n  Christ Jesus I have begotten you 
through the Gospel. Now, since they are 
fatherfi they are entitlrd to  their honor, even 
above all others. But  here it is bestowed 
least: for the way which the world knows for 
honoring them is to  drive them out of the 
country and to  grudge them a piece of bread, 
and, in  short, they must be ( a s  says St. Paul, 
1 Cor. 4, 13) a s  the filth of the world and 
everybody's refuse and footrag. 

Yet there is  need tha t  this also be urged 
upon the populace, tha t  those who would be 
Christians are  under obligation in  the sight 
of God to esteem thrm worthy of double honor 
who minister to  their souls, t ha t  they deal 
well with them and provide for them. For 
that ,  God is willing t o  add to you sufficient 
blessing and will not let you come to  want. 
But  in  this matter every one refuses and re- 
sists, and all a re  afraid tha t  they will perish 
from bodily want, and cannot now support 
one respectable preacher, where formerly they 
filled ten f a t  paunches. I n  this we also de- 
serve tha t  God deprive us  of His Word and 
blessing, and again allow preachers of lies to  
arise to lead us to  the devil, and, in  addition, 
to  drain our sweat and blood. 

Bu t  those who keep in sight God's will and 
commaiidment have the promise tha t  every- 
thing which they bestow upon temporal and 
spiritual fathers, and whatever they do to  
honor them, shall be richly recompensed to 
them, so tha t  they shall liave, not bread, clotli- 
ing, aiid money for a year or two, but long 
life, support, and peace, and shall be eternally 
rich and blessed. Therefore only do what is 
your diity, aiid let God take care how He is to  
support you and provide for you sufficiently. 
Since He has promised i t ,  and has never yet 
lied, He will not be found lying to you. 

This ought indeed to  encourage us, and give 
us  hearts tha t  would mclt in pleasure and 
love toward tliose to  nliom ae owe lionor, so 
t ha t  we u~rn ld  raise our hands and joyfully 
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thank God who has given us such promises, 
for wliich we ought to  run to  the ends of the  
world [to the  remotest parts of Indial .  For 
although the whole world should combine, i t  
could not add an hour to  our life or give us 
a single grain from the earth. But  God wishes 
t o  give you all exceeding abundantly accord- 
ing to your heart's desire. He who despises 
and casts this t o  the winds is  not worthy ever 
t o  hear a word of God. This has now been 
stated more than enough for all who belong 
under this commandment. 

I n  addition, i t  would be well to  preach t o  
the parents also, and such a s  bear their office, 
a s  t o  how they should deport themselves 
toward those who are committed to  them for 
their government. For although this is  not 
expressed in the Sen Commandments, i t  is  
nevertlieless abundantly enjoined in many 

laces in the Scriptures. And God desires t o  
gave i t  embraced in  this commandment when 
He speaks of father and motlier. For He does 
not wish to  have in this office and government 
knaves and tyrants ;  nor does He assign t o  
them this honor, tha t  is, power and authority 
t o  govern, t ha t  they should have themselves 
worshiped; bu t  they should consider t ha t  
they are  under obligations of obedience t o  
God; and that ,  first of all, they should ear- 
nestly and faithfully discharge their office, 
not only to  support and provide for the bodily 
necessities of their children, servants, sub- 
jects, etc., but, most of all, to  train them to  
the honor and praise of God. Therefore do 
not think tha t  this is  left to  your pleasure 
and arbitrary will, but t ha t  i t  is  a str ict  com- 
mand arid injunction of God, t o  whom also 
you must give account for it. 

But  here again the sad plight arises t ha t  
no one perceives or heeds this, und all  live 
on a s  though God gave us  children for oiir 
pleasure or amusenient. and servants t ha t  we 
should eniploy them like a eow or ass, only 
for work, or a s  though we were only t o  gratify 
our wantonness with our subjects, ignoring 
them, a s  though i t  were no concern of ours 
what they learn or how they live; and no 
one is  willing to  see tliat this is the command 
of the  Supreme Majesty, who will most 
strictly call us to  account and punish us 
for i t ;  nor t ha t  there is  so great  need t o  be 
so seriously concerned about the young. For 
if we wish to  have excellent and a p t  persons 
both for civil and ecclesiastical government, 
we must spare no diligence, time, or cost i n  
teaching and educating our children, t h a t  they 
may serve God and the world, and we must 
not think only how we mau amass money and 
possessions for them. For God can indeed 
without us  support and make them rich, a s  
He daily does. But  for this purpose He has 
given us children, and issued this command 
tha t  wc should train and govern them accord- 
ing t o  His  will, else He would have no need 
of father and mother. Let every one know, 
therefore, t ha t  i t  is his duty, on peril of losing 
the  divine favor, t o  bring up his children 
above all things in the fear and knowledge of 
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God, and if they are talented, have them learn 
and study something, t ha t  they may be em- 
ployed for whatever need there is  [to have 
them instructed and trained in a liberal edu- 
cation, t ha t  men may be able to have their 
aid in government and in whatever is neces- 
sary]. 

If t ha t  were done, God would also richly 
bless us and give us grace to  train men by 
whom land and people might be iinproved, 
and likewise well-educated citizens, chaste and 
domestic wives, who afterwards would rear 
godly children and servants. Here consider 
now what deadly injury you a re  doing if you 
be negligent and fail on your par t  to bring 
up your child to usefulness and piety, and 
how you bring upon yourself all sin and 
wrath, thus earning hell by your own chil- 
dren, even though you be otherwise pious and 
holy. And because this is disregarded, God 
so fearfully punishes the world t h a t  there i s  
no discipline, government, or peace, of which 
we all  complain, but  do not See that  i t  is  our 
fault ;  for as we train them, we have spoiled 
and disobedient children and subjects. Let 
this be sufficient exhortation; for to draw 
this out a t  length belongs to another time. 

T h e  F i f t h  Commandment.  

Thou shalt not kill. 

We have now completed lioth the spiritual 
and the temporal government, t ha t  is, the 
divine and the paternal authority and obe- 
dience. Bu t  here now we go forth from our 
house among our neighbors to learn how we 
should live with one another, every one him- 
self toward his neighbor. Therefore God and 
government are not included in this command- 
ment, nor is  the power to  kill, which they 
have, taken away. For G d  has delegated His 
authority to punish evil-doers to the govern- 
ment instead of parents, who aforetime ( a s  
we read in Moses) were required to  bring 
their own children to judginent and sentence 
them to death. Therefore, what is here for- 
bidden is forbidden to the individual in his 
relation to  any one else, and not to the gov- 
ernment. 

Now this commandment is easy enough, 
and has been often treated, because we hear 
i t  annually in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
5,21ff., where Christ Himself explains and 
Sums i t  up, namely, t ha t  we must not kill, 
neither with hand, heart, mouth, signs, ges- 
tures, help, nor counsel. Therefore i t  is  here 
forbidden to every one to  be angry, except 
those ( a s  we said) who are in the place of 
God, t ha t  is, parents and the government. 
For i t  is  proper for God and for every one 
who is in a divine estate to be angry, to re- 
prove and punish, namely, on account of those 
very persons who transgress this and the 
other commandments. 

But  the cause and need of this command- 
ment is  that  God well knows that  the world 
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is evil, and that this life Iias much unhappi- 
ness; therefore He has placed this and the 
other commandments between the good and 
the evil. Now, as there are many assaults 
upon all commandments, so i t  happeiis also 
in this commandment that we must live 
among many people who do us liarm, so that 
we have csuse to be hostile to them. 

As when yoiir neighbor sees tliat you have 
a better house and home [a larger family and 
more fertile fields], greater possessions and 
fortune from God than lie, he is sulky, envies 
you, and speaks no good of you. 

Tlius by the devil's incitement you will get 
many enemies who cannot benr to See you 
have any good, either bodily or spiritual. 
When we See such people, our hearts, in 
turn, would rage and bleed and take venge- 
ance. Then there arise cursing and blows, 
from which follow finally misery and murder. 
Here, now, God like a kind father steps in 
ahead of us, interposes and wishes to have 
the quarre1 settled, that no misfortune come 
of it, nor one destroy another. And briefly, 
He would hereby protect, set free, and keep 
in peace every one against the crime and 
violence of every one else; and would have 
this commandment placed as a wall, fortress, 
and refuge about our neighbor, that we do 
him no hurt nor harm in his body. 

Thus this commandment aims a t  this, that 
no one offend his neighbor on account of any 
evil deed, even though he have fully de- 
served it. For where murder is forbidden, 
all eause also is forbidden whence inurder 
may originate. For many a one, although 
he does not kill, yet curses and utters a wish, 
which would stop a person from running far 
if i t  were to strike him in the neck [makes 
imprecations, which if fulfilled with respect 
to any one, he would not live long]. Now, 
since this inheres in every one by nature and 
i t  is a common practise that no one is willing 
to suffer a t  tlie hands of another, God wishes 
to remove the root and source by which the 
heart is embittered against our neighbor, and 
to accustom us ever t d  keep in view this com- 
mandment, always to contemplate ourselves 
in i t  as in a mirror, to regard the will of 
God, and with hearty confidence and invoca- 
tion of His name to commit to Him the wrong 
which we suffer. Thiis we shall suffer our 
enemies to rage and be angry, doing what 
they can, and we learn to calm our wrath, 
and to have a patient, gentle heart, especially 
toward those who give us cause to be angry, 
that is, our enemies. 

Therefore the entire sum of what i t  means 
not to kill is to be impressed most explicitly 
upon the simple-minded. In the first place, 
that we harm no one, first, with our hand 
or by deed. Then, that we do not employ our 
tongue to instigate or counsel thereto. Fur- 
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ther, that we neither use nor assent to aiiy 
kind of means or methods whereby any one 
may be injured. And finally, that the heart 
be not ill disposed toward any one, nor from 
anger and hatred wish hirn ill, so that bodj' 
and so111 may be innocent in regard to every 
one, but especially those who wish you evil 
or inflict such upon yoii. For to do evil to 
one who wishes and does you good is not 
human, but diabolical. 

Secondly, under this commandment not 
only he is guilty who does evil to his 
neighbor, but he also who can do hirn good, 
prevent, resist evil, defend and save him, so 
that no bodily harm or hurt happen to liim, 
and yet does not do it. If. therefore, you send 
away one that is naked when you could clothe 
him, you hare caused hirn to freeze to death; 
if you see one suffer hunger and do not gire 
hirn food, you hare caused hirn to stnrve. So 
also, if you see any one innocently sentenced 
to death or in like distress, and do not save 
him, although you know ways and means to 
do so, you have killed him. And i t  will not 
avail you to make the pretext that you did 
not afford any help, counsel, or aid thereto, 
for you have withheld your love from liim 
and deprived hirn of the benefit whereby his 
life would have heen saved. 

Therefore God also rightly calls all those 
murderers who do not afford counsel and help 
in distress and danger of body and life, and 
will pass a most terrible sentence upon them in 
the last day, as Christ Himself has announced 
when He shnll say, Matt. 25,42f.: I was an 
hungred, and ye gaae 4ie no meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink; I was 
a stranger, nnd ye took Me not in; naked, 
and ye clotl~ed Me not; sick and in prison, 
und ye visited Me not. That is: You would 
have suffered Me and Mine to die of hunger, 
thirst, and cold, would have euffered the mild 
beaets to tear us to pieces, or left us to rot 
in prison or perish in distress. What else 
is tbat but to reproach them as murderers 
and bloodliounds? For although you hare 
not actually done all this, you have never- 
theless, so far as you were concerned, suffered 
hirn to pine and perish in misfortune. 

I t  is just as if I saw some one navigating 
and laboring in deep water [and struggling 
against adverse winds] or one fallen into 
fire, and could extend to hirn the hand to pul1 
hirn out and save him, and yet refused to 
do it. What else would I appear, even in 
the eyes of the world, t h a i  as  a murderer 
and a criminal? 

Therefore it ia God's ultimate purpose that 
we suffer harm to befall no man, but show 
hirn all good and love; and, as we have said, 
i t  is specially directed toward those who are 
our enemies. For to do good to our friends 
is but an ordinary heathen virtue, as Christ 
says Matt. 5,46. 
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Here we have again the Word of God 
whereby He would encourage and urge us to 
true noble and sublime works, as  gentleness, 
patience, and, in short, love and kindness to 
our enemies, and would ever remind us to 
reflect upon the First Commandment, that He 
is our God, that is, that He will help, assist, 
and protect iis, in order that He may thus 
quench the desire of revenge in us. 

This we ought to practise and inculcate, 
and we would have our hands full doing good 
works. But this would not be preaching for 
monks; i t  would greatly detract from the re- 
ligioiis estate, and infringe upon the sanctity 
of Carthusians, and would even be regarded as  
forbidding good works and clearing the con- 
vents. For in this wise the ordinary state of 
Christians would be considered just as  worthy, 
and even worthier, and everybody would see 
how they mock and delude the world with a 
false, hypocritical show of holiness, because 
they have given this and other commandments 
to the winds, and have esteemed them unneces- 
sary, as though they were not commandments, 
but mere counsels; and have a t  the same 
time shamelessly proclaimed and boasted 
their hypocritical estate and works as the 
most perfect life, in order that they might 
lead a pleasant, easy life, without the Cross 
and without patience, for which reason, too, 
they have resorted to the cloisters, so that  
they might not be obliged to suffer any wrong 
from any one or to do him any good. But 
know now that these are the true, holy, and 
godly works, in which, with all the angels, 
He rejoices, in comparison with which all 
human holiness is but stencli and filth, and, 
besides, deserves nothing but wrath and dam- 
nation. 

The Sixth Commandment. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

These commandments now [that follow] 
are easily understood from [the explanation 
of] the preceding; for they are all to the 
effect that we [be carefiil to] avoid doing any 
kind of injury to our neighbor. But they are 
arranged in fine [elegant] order. In  the first 
place, they treat of his own person. Then 
they proceed to the person nearest him, or 
the closest possession next after his body, 
namely, his wife, who is one flesh and blood 
with him, 60 that wo cannot inflict a higher 
injury upon him in any good that is his. 
Therefore it  is explicitly forbidden here to 
bring any disgrace upon him in respect to his 
wife. And i t  really aims a t  adultery, because 
among the Jews i t  was ordained and com- 
manded that every one must be married. 
Therefore also the young were early provided 
for [marriedl, so that the virgin state was 
held in  small esteem, neitlier were public 
prostitution and lewdness tolerated (as now) . 
Therefore adultery was the most common 
form of unchastity among them. 
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But because among us there is such a 
shameful mess and the very dregs of all vice 
and lewdness, this commandment is directed 
also against all manner of unchastity, what- 
ever i t  may be called; and not only is the 
external act forbidden, but also every kind 
of cause, incitement, and means, so that the 
heart, the lips, and the whole body may be 
chaste and afford no opportunity, hplp, or 
persuasion to inchastity. And not only this, 
but that we also make resistance, afford pro- 
tection and rescue wherever there is danger 
and need; anct again, that we give help and 
counsel, SO as to maintain our neighbor's 
honor. For whenever you omit this when 
you could make resistance, or connive a t  it 
as if i t  did not concern you, you are as 
truly guilty as the one perpetrating the deed. 
Thus, to state it in the briefest manner, there 
is required this much, that every one both 
live chastely himself and help his neighbor do 
the same, so that God by this commandment 
wishes to hedge round about and protect [as 
with a rampart] every spouse that no one 
trespass against them. 

But since this commandment is aimed 
directly a t  the state of matrimony and gives 
occasion to speak of the same, you must well 
understand and mark, first, how gloriously 
God honors and estols this estate, inasmuch 
as bg His commandment He both sanctions 
and guards it. He has sanctioned it  above 
in the Fourth Commandrnent: Honor thy 
fatker and thy mother; but here He has (as  
we said) hedged i t  about and protected it. 
Therefore He also wishes us to honor it, and 
to maintain and conduct i t  as a divine and 
blessed estate; because, in the first place, 
He has instituted i t  before all others, and 
therefore created man and woman separately 
(as  is evident), not for lewdness, but that 
they should [legitimately] live together, be 
fruitful, beget children, and nourish and train 
them to the honor of God. 

Therefore God has also most richly blessed 
this estate above all others, and, in addition, 
has bestowed on i t  and wrapped up in i t  
everything in the world, to  the end that this 
estate might be well and richly provided for. 
Married life is therefore no jest or presump- 
tion: but i t  is an excellent thing and a mat- 
ter of ,divine seriousness. For it  is of the 
highest importance to Him that persons be 
raised who may serve the world and promote 
the knowledge of God, godly living, and all 
virtues, to fight against wickedness and the 
devil. 

Therefore I have always taught that this 
estate should not be despised nor held in 
disrepute, as is done bg the blind world and 
our false ecclesiastics, but that it  be regarded 
according to God's Word, by which i t  is 
adorned and sanctified, so that it  is not only 
placed on an equality with other estates, but 
thnt it precedes and surpasses thern all, 
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whether they be that of emperor, princes, 
bishops, or whoever they please. For both 
ecclesiastical and eivil estates must humble 
themselves and all be found in this estate, 
as we shall hear. Therefore i t  is not a pecu- 
liar estate, but the most common and noblest 
estate, which pervades all Christendom, yea, 
which extends through all the world. 

In  the second place, pou must know a l ~ o  
that i t  is not only an honorable, but also 
a necessary state, and i t  is solemnly com- 
manded by God that, in general, in all con- 
ditions, men and women, who were created 
for it, shall be found in this estate; yet with 
sotne exceptions (although few) whom God 
has especially excepted, so that they are not 
fit for the married estate, or whom He has 
released by a high, supernatural gift that 
they can maintain chastity without this 
estate. For where nature has its course, as 
i t  is implanted by God, i t  is not possible to 
remain chaste without marriage. For flesh 
and blood remain flesh and blood, and the 
natural inclination and excitement have their 
course without let or hindrance, as everybody 
Sees and feels. I n  order, therefore, that i t  
may be the more easy in some degree to avoid 
incliastity, God has commanded the estate of 
matrimony, that every one may have his 
proper portion and be satisfied therewith; 
although God's grace besides is required in 
order that the hcart also may be pure. 

From this you see how this popish rabble, 
priests, monlis, and nuns, resist God's order 
and cornmandment, inasmuch as they despise 
and forbid matrimony, and presume and vow 
to maintain perpetual chastity, and, besides, 
deceive the simple-mindcd with lying words 
and appearances [impostures]. For no one 
has so little love and inclination to chastity 
as  just those who because of great sanctity 
avoid marriage, and either indulge in Open 
and shameless prostitution, or secretly do 
even worse, so that one dare not speak of 
i t ,  as has, d a s !  been learned too fully. And, 
ig short, even though they abstain from the 
act, their hearts are so full of unchaste 
thoughts and evil lusts that there is a con- 
tinual burning and secret suffering, which 
can be avoided in the married life. Therefore 
all vows of chastity out of the married state 
are condemned by this commandment, and 
free perrnission is granted, yea, even the 
command is given, to all poor ensnared con- 
sciences which have been deceived by their 
monastic vows to abandon the unchaste state 
and enter the married life, considering that 
even if the mooastic life were godly, i t  would 
nevertheless not be in their power to maintain 
chastity, and if they remain in it, they must 
only sin more and more against this com- 
mandmen t. 

Sow, I speak of this in order that the 
young may be so guided that they conceive 
a liking for the married estate, and know 
tliat i t  is a blessed estate and pleasing to 

. God. For in this way we might in the course 
of time bring i t  about that rnarried life be 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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restored to honor, and that  there might be 
less of the filthy, dissolute, disorderly doings 
which now run riot the world over in Open 
prostitution and other shameful vices arising 
from disregard of married life. Therefore 
i t  is the duty of parents and the government 
to see to i t  that  our youth be brought up 
to discipline and respectability, and when 
they have come to years of maturity, to pro- 
vide for them [to have them married] in the 
fear of God and honorahly; He would not 
fail to add His blessing and grace, so that  
men would have joy and happiness from the 
sanie. 

Let me now say in  concluuion that  tliis 
commandment demands not only that  every 
one live chastely in thought, word, and deed 
in his condition, that  is, especially in the 
estate of matrimony, but also that  every one 
love and esteem the spouse given him by God. 
For where coiijugal chastity is to be main- 
tained, man and wife must hy all means live 
together in love aud harmony, that  one may 
cherish the other from the heart and with 
entire fidelity. FOT that  is one of the prin- 
cipal points which enkindle love and desire of 
chastity, so that,  where this i s  found, chastity 
will follow a s  a matter of Course without 
any command. Therefore also St. Paul uo dil- 
igently exhorts husband and wife to love and 
honor one another. Here you have again 
a precious, yea, many and great good works, 
of which you can joyfully hoast, against all 
ecclesiastical estates, chosen without God's 
M70rd and comniandment. 

T h e  Seventh Commandment.  

Thou shalt not steal. 

-4fter your person and spouse temporal 
property Comes next. That also God wishes 
to have protected, and He has commanded that  
no one shaii suhtract from, or curtail, his 
neighbor's possessions. For to steal is iioth- 
ing else thaii to get possession of another's 
property wrongfully, which briefly compre- 
hends all kinds of advantage in all sorts of 
trade to the disadvantage of our neighbor. 
Now, this is indeed quite a wide-spread and 
common vice, hut so little regarded and oh- 
served that  i t  exceeds all measure, so that  if 
all wlio are thieves, and yet do not wish to 
be called such, were to be hanged on gallows, 
the world would soon be devastated, and there 
would be a lack both of executioiiers and 
gallows. Bor, as we have just said, to steal 
is to sigriify not only to  empty our neighhor's 
coffer aiid pockets, but to be grasping in the 
market, in all Stores, hooths, wine- and beer- 
rellars, workshopfi, and, in short, wherever 
there is trading or taking and giving of 
money for merchandise or lahor. 

AB, for instance, to  explain this somewhat 
&ossly for tbe common people, that  i t  mag 
be seen how godly we are: When a man- 
servant or maid-servant does not serve faith- 
fiilly in tlie house, aiid does damage, or allows 
i t  to be done when i t  couid be prevented, or 
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otherwise ruins and neglects the goods en- 
trusted to him, from indolence, idleness, or 
malice, to the spite and vexation of master 
and mistress, and in whatever way this can 
be done purposelp (for I do not speak of what 
happens from oversight and against one's 
will), you can in a year abscond thirty, forty 
florins, which if ariother had taken secretly 
or carried away, he would be hanged with tlie 
rope. But here you [while conscious of such 
a great theft] may even bid defiance and 
become insolent, and no one dare call you 
a thief. 

The Same I sny also of mechanics, work- 
men, and day-laborers, who all follow their 
wanton notioiis, and never Bnow enougli ways 
to overcliarge people, while they are lazy and 
unfaithful in their work. All these are far 
worse than sneak-thieves, against whom we 
can guard with locks and bolts, or who, if 
apprehended, are treated in such a manner 
that they will not do the Same again. But 
against these no one can guard, no one dare 
even look awry a t  them or accuse them of 
theft, so that one would ten times rather lose 
from his purse. For here are my neighbors, 
gooa friends, my own servants, from whom 
I espect good [evcrp faithful and diligent 
servicc], who defraiid me first of all. 

Furthermore, in the market and in common 
trade likewise, this practise is in full swing 
and force to the greatest estent, where one 
openly defrauds another with bad merchan- 
dise, false measurcs, weights, coins, and by 
nimblencss and queer finances or dexterous 
tricks takes advantage of him; likewise, 
when one overcharges a Person in a trade and 
wantonly drives a hard bargain, skins and 
distresses him. And who can recount or 
think of all these things? To sum up, this 
i n  the commonest craft and tlie largest guild 
on earth, and if we regard the world through- 
out all conditions of life, i t  is nothing else 
than a rast, wide Stall, full of great thieves. 

Thereiorc they are also cdlied swivel-chair 
robben, land- and higliway-robbers, not pick- 
loch nnd sncak-thieves who snatch away the 
ready casli, but wlio sit on the chair [at 
honiel and are styled great noblemen, and 
honorable, pious citizens, aiid yet rob and 
steal under a good pretext. 

Yes, here we niight be sileiit about the 
trifling individual thieves if we were to at-  
tack tlie great, powerful arch-thieves with 
whom lords and princes keep company, who 
daily plunder not only a city or two, but all 
Germany. Yea, where should we place the head 
and supreme protector of all thieves, tlie Holy 
Chair a t  Rome with all its retinue, which has 
grabbed by theft tlie wealth of all the world, 
and holds i t  to this day? 
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This is, in short, the Course of the world: 
whoever can steal and rob openly goes free 
and secure, unmolested by any one, and even 
demands that  he be honored. Mennwhile the 
little sneak-thieves, who have once trespassed, 
must bear the shame and punishment to ren- 
der the former godly and honorable. Biit let 
them know that  in the sight of God they are 
the greatcqt tliieves, and that Hc will piiiikh 
them as they are worthy and deserve. 

Now, siuce this commandment is so far- 
reaching [and comprehensive], as just indi- 
cated, i t  i s  necessary to urge i t  well and to 
explain i t  to the common people, not to let 
thcm go on in their wantonness and security, 
but always to place before their eyes the 
wrath of God, and inculcate the Same. For 
we have to preach this not to Christians, but 
chiefly to kiiaces and scoundrels, to whom 
i t  would be more fitting for judges, jailers, 
or Master Hannes [the executioner] to preach. 
Therefore let every one know that  i t  is his 
diity, a t  the risk of God's displeasure, not 
only to do no injury to his neighbor, nor to 
deprive him of gain, nor to perpetrate any 
act of unfaithfulncss or malice in any bargain 
or trade, but faithfully to preserve his prop- 
erty for him, to secure and promote his ad- 
vantage, especially when one accepts money, 
wages, and one's livelihood for such service. 

He now who wantonly despises this may 
iiideed pass along and escape the hangman, 
but he shall not escape the wrath and piinish- 
nient of God; and whcn he has long practised 
his defiance and arrogance, he shall yet re- 
main a tramp and heggar, and, in addition, 
havc all plagues and misfortiine. Now you 
are goiug yoiir way [wherever your heart's 
pleasnre calls yoii] while you ought to pre- 
scrve the property of your master and mis- 
tress, for which service yoii fill your crop and 
maw, take your wnges like a tliief, have people 
treat you as a nobleman; for there are many 
that  a re  even insolent towards their masters 
and mistresses, and are iinwilling to do them 
a favor or Service by which to protect them 
from loss. 

But reflect what you will gain when, having 
come iiito your own property and being set iip 
in your home ( t o  which God will help with 
all misfortiiues), i t  [your perfidy] will bob 
up again and come home to yoii, aud you will 
find that  where yoii have cheated or done in- 
jury to the value of one mit . ,  you will have 
to pay thirtp again. 

Such shall be the lot also of mechanics and 
day-laborers of whom we are now obliged to 
hear and suffer such intolerable maliciousness, 
as though they were noblemen in another's 
possessions, and every oue were obliged to 
give them what they demand. Jus t  let them 
continue practising their exactions as long as 
they can; but God will not forget His com- 
mandment, and will reward tliem according 
as  they have served, and will hang them, not 
iipon a greeii gallows, but upoii a dry one, 
SO that  all their life they shall neither pros- 
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Per nor accumulate anything. And indeed, if 
there were a well-ordered government in the 
land, such wantonness might soon be checked 
and prevented, as was the custom in ancient 
times among the Romans, where such char- 
acters were promptly seized by the pate in 
a way that  otherv toolc warning. 

No more shall all  tlie rest prosper who 
change the Open free market into a carrion- 
p i t  of extortion and a den of robbery, where 
the poor are daily overcharged, new burdens 
and high prices are  imposed, and every one 
uses the market according to his caprice, and 
is even defiant and brags a s  though i t  were 
his fair privilege and right to sell his goods 
for a s  high a price a s  he please, and no one 
had a right t o  say a word against it. We 
will indeed look on and let these people skin, 
pinch, and hoard, but we will t rus t  in God, 
-who will, however, do this of His own ac- 
cord, - that, after you have been skinning 
and scraping foi a long time, He will pro- 
nounce such a blessing on pour gains that  
your grain in the garner, your beer in the 
cellar, your cattle in the stalls shall perish; 
yea, where you hare cheated and overcharged 
any one to tlie amount of a florin, your entire 
pile shall be consumed with rust, so that  you 
shall never enjoy it. 

And indeed, me see and experience this 
being fulfilled daily before our eyes, tha t  no 
stolen or dishonestly acquired possession 
tlirives. How many there are who rake and 
sciape dny and night, and yet grow not a 
farthing richer! And though they gather 
much, they must suffer so many plagues and 
misfortunes that  thep cannot relish i t  with 
cheerfulness nor transmit i t  to their children. 
Bu t  a s  no one minds it, and we go on a s  
though i t  did not concern us, God must visit 
us in a different way and teach us manners 
by imposing one taxation after another, or 
billeting a troop of soldiers upon us, who in 
one liour empty our coffers and purses. and 
do not quit as long a s  we hare a farthing 
left, and in addition, by way of thanks, burn 
and devastate house snd home, and outrage 
aiid kill wife and children. 

And, in short, if you steal much, depend 
upon i t  tha t  again a s  much will be stolen 
from you; and lie who robs and acquires mith 
violence and wrong will submit to one mho 
shall deal after the same fashion with him. 
For God is master of this art ,  tha t  since 
every one robs and steals from the other, He 
piinishes one thief by means of another. Else 
where should we find enough gallows and 
ropes ? 

Now, whoever i s  willing to be instructed, 
let hin1 know that  this is the comrnandment 
of God, and tliat i t  must not be treated a s  
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a jest. For although you despise us, defraud, 
steal, and roh, we will indeed manage to en- 
dure your haughtiness, suffer, and, according 
to the Lord's Prayer, forgive and show pity;  
for we know tha t  the godly shall nevertheless 
have enouph, and yoii injure yourself more 
than another. 

But  beware of this: When the poor man 
Comes to you (of mhom there are so mauy 
now) who must buy with the penny of his 
daily wages and live upon it, and you are 
harsh to him, a s  though every one lived by 
your favor, and you skin and scrape to the 
bone, and, besides, with pride and haughtiness 
turn him off to whom you ought to give for 
nothing, he will go away wretched and sor- 
rowful, and since he can complain to no one, 
he will cry and call to heaven, - then beware 
( I  say again) as of tlie devil himself. For 
such groaning and calling will be no jest, but 
will have a weight that  will prore too heavy 
for you and all  the world. For i t  will reach 
Him who takes care of the poor sorrowful 
hearts, and will not allow them to go un- 
avenged. l3ut if you despise this and become 
defiant, See whom you have broiight upon you: 
if you succeed and prosper, you rnay before 
all the world call God and me a liar. 

We have exhorted, warned, and protested 
enough; he who will not heed or believe i t  
may go on until he learns this bp experience. 
Yet i t  must be impressed upon the young 
that  they may be careful not to follow tlie 
old lawless crowd, but keep their eyes fixed 
upon God's commandment, lest His wrath and 
punishment come upon them too. It behooves 
us to do no more than to instruct and reprove 
with God's Word; but to check such Open 
wantonness there is  need of the princes and 
government, who themsclves w o d d  have eyes 
and the Courage to  establish and maintain 
order in all manner of trade and commerce, 
lest the poor be birrdened and oppressed nor 
they themselves be loaded with other men's 
sins. 

Let this suffice as an  explanation of what 
stealing is, tha t  i t  be not taken too narrowly, 
but made to evtcnd as far as we have to  do 
with our neighbors. And briefly, in a siim- 
mary, a s  in the foimer commandments, i t  is 
herewith forbidden, in the first place, to do 
OUT neighbor any injiiry or wrong ( in  what- 
ever manner supposable, by curtailing, fore- 
stalling, and withholding his possessions and 
property), or even to consent or allow such 
a thing, but to interpose and prevent it. And, 
on the other hand, i t  is commanded that  we 
advance and improve his possessions, and in 
case he suffers want, tha t  we help, cornmuni- 
cate, and lend botli to friends and foes. 

Whoever now seeks and desires good works 
will find here more than enough such ns are 
heartily acceptable and pleasing to God, and 
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in addition are favored and crowned with ex- 
cellent blessings, that we are to be richly com- 
pensated for all that we do for our neighbor's 
good and from friendship; as King Solomon 
also teaches Prov. 19, 1 7 :  He that ha t l~  pity 
upon the poor lendetl~ unto the Lord; and 
that zohich hc ha t l~  gizlen quill He pay him 
again. Here, then, you have a rich Lord, who 
is certainly sufficient for you, and who will 
not suffer you to come short in anything or 
to want; thus you can with a joyful con- 
science enjoy a hundred times more than you 
could scrape together with unfaithfulness and 
wrong. Noiv, whoever does not desire the 
blessing will find wrath and misfortune 
enough. 

The Eigh th  Commandment. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor. 

Over and above our own body, spouse, and 
temporal possessions, we have yet another 
treasure, namely, honor and good report [the 
illustrious testimony of an upright and un- 
sullied name and reputation], with which we 
cannot dispense. Bor i t  is intolerable to live 
among men in open shame and general con- 
tempt. Therefore God wishes the reputation, 
good name, and npright character of our 
neighbor to be taken away or diminished as  
little as his money and possessions, tliat every 
one may stand in his integrity before wife, 
children, servants, and neighbors. And in the 
first place, we take the plainest meaning of 
this commandment according to the words 
(Thou shalt not b e a ~  false ?uitness), as per- 
taining to the public courts of justice, where 
a poor innocent man is accused and oppressed 
by false witnesses in order to be punished in 
his body, property, or honor. 

Kow, this appears as if i t  were of little 
concern to us a t  present; but with the Jews 
i t  was quite a common and ordinary matter. 
For the people were organized under an ex- 
cellent and regular government; and where 
there is still such a government, instances 
of this sin will not be wanting. The cause of 
i t  is that whcre judges, burgomasters, princes, 
or others in authority sit in judgment, things 
never fail to go according to the Course of 
tlie world; namely, men do not like to offend 
anybody, flatter, and speak to gain favor, 
money, prospects, or friendship; and in con- 
sequence a poor man and his cause must be 
oppressed, denounced as wrong, and suffer 
punishment. And i t  is a common calamity in 
the world that iii courts of justice there sel- 
dom preside godly men. 

For to be a judge requires above all things 
a godly nian, and not only a godly, but also 
a wise, modest, yea, a brave and bold man; 
likewise, to be a witness requires a fearless 
and especially a godly man. For a Person 
wlio is to judge all matters rightly and carry 
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thein through with his decision will often 
offend good friends, relatives, neighbors, and 
the rich and powerful, who can greatly serve 
or injure him. Therefore he must be quite 
blind, have his eyes and ears closed, neither 
See nor hear, biit go straight forward in every- 
thing that Comes before him, and decide ac- 
cordingly. 

Therefore this commandment is given first 
of all that eiery one shall help his neighbor 
to secure his rights, and not allow them to be 
liindered or twisted, but shall promote and 
strictly maintain them, no matter whether 
he be judgc or witness, and let i t  pertain to 
wliatsoever i t  will. And especially is a goal 
set up here for our jurists tliat they be care- 
ful to deltl truly arid uprightly with every 
case, allowing right to remain right, and, on 
the other hand, not perverting snything [by 
tlieir tricks and technical points turning black 
into white and making wrong out to be right], 
nor glossing i t  oier or keeping silent con- 
cerning it, irrespective of a person's money, 
poshession, honor, or power. Thiß is one part 
and the plainest senfie of this commandment 
concerning all that talies place in court. 

Pu'ext, i t  extends very much further, if we 
üre to apply i t  to spiritual jurisdiction 01. 

administration; here it is a common occur- 
rence that every one bears false witness 
against his neighbor. For whereler there are 
godly preacherß and Christians, they must 
bear the sentence before the world that they 
are called hereticn, apostates, yea, seditious 
and desperately wicked miscreants. Besides, 
the Word of God must suffer in the most 
sharneful and malicioiis manner, being per- 
secuted, blasphemed, contradicted, perverted, 
and falsely cited and interpreted. But let 
this pass; for i t  is the way of the blind world 
that she condemns and persecutes the truth 
nnd the children of God, and yet esteems i t  
no sin. 

In  the third placr, what concerns us all, 
this commandment forbids all sins of the 
tongue whereby we may injure or approach 
too closely to our neighbor. For to bear falbe 
witneßs is nothiug else than a work of the 
tongue. Now, whatever is done with the 
tongue against a fellow-man God would have 
proliibited, whetlier it  be falbe preachers witli 
their doctiine and blasphemy, false judges 
and witnesses ni th  tlieir verdict, or outside 
of court by lying and evil-speaking. Here be- 
longs particularly the detestable, shameful 
vice oi' speaking behind a person's back and 
slandcring, to which the devil spurs us On, 
and of which thrre woiild be much to be said. 
For it  is a common evil plague that every one 
prefers hearing evil to hearing good of hia 
neighbor; and although we ourselves are so 
bad that we cannot siiffer that any one should 
say anything bad about us, but every one 
would mnch rather that all the world should 
hyeak of him in terms of gold, yet we cannot 
bear that the best is spokeu about others. 

Therefore, to avoid this vice we should note 
tliat no one is allowed publicly to judge and 
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reprove his neighbor, although he may see 
him sin, unless he have a command to judge 
and to reprove. For there is a great differ- 
ence between these two things, judging sin 
and knowing sin. You may indeed know it, 
but you are not to judge it. I can indeed See 
and hear that my neighbor sins, but I have no 
command to report i t  to others. Now, if 
I rush in, judging and passing sentence, I fall 
into a sin which is greater than his. But if 
you know it, do nothing else tlian turn your 
ears into a grave and Cover it, until you are 
appointed to be judge and to punish by virtue 
of your office. 

Those, then, are called slanderers who are 
not content with knowing a thing, but proceed 
to assume jurisdiction, and when they know 
a sliglit offense of another, carry i t  into every 
Corner, and are delighted and tickled that 
they can stir up another's displeasure [base- 
ness], as swine roll themselves in the dirt and 
root in i t  with the snout. This is nothing 
else than meddling with the judgment and 
office of God, and pronouncing sentence and 
punishment with the most severe verdict. For 
no judge can punish to a higher degree nor 
go farther than to say: .'<He is a thicf, a mur- 
derer, a traitor," e t ~ .  Therefore, whoever pre- 
sumes to say the Same of his neighbor goes 
just as far as the emperor and all govern- 
ments. For although you do not wield the 
sword, yoii employ your poisonous tongue to 
the shame and hurt of your neighbor. 

God therefore woiild have i t  prohibited, 
that any one speak evil of another even though 
he be guilty. and the latter know i t  right 
well; much less if he do not know it, and 
have i t  only from hearsay. But you say: 
Shall I not say i t  if i t  be the t ruth? Answer: 
Why do you not make accusation to regular 
judges? ,4h, I cannot prove i t  publicly, and 
hence I miglit be silenced and turned away in 
a harsh manner [incur the penalty of a false 
accusation]. "Ah, indeed, do you smell the 
roast?" If you do not trust yourself to stand 
before the proper authorities and to make 
answer, tlien hold your tongue. But if you 
know it, lcnow it for yourself and not for 
anothcr. For if you tell i t  to others, although 
it be true, you will appear as a liar, because 
you cannot prove it, and you are, besides, 
acting like a knave. Por we ought never to 
deprive any one of his honor or good name 
unless i t  be first taken away from him 
publicly. 

Palse witness, then, is everything which can- 
not be properly proved. Therefore, whnt is 
not manifest upon suflicient evidenee no one 
shall make public or declare for t ruth;  and, 
in short, whatever is secret should be allowed 
to remain secret, or, a t  any rate, should be 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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secretly reproved, as we shall hear. There- 
fore, if you encounter an idle tongue which 
betrays and slanders some one, contradict 
such a one promptly to his face, that he may 
blush; thus many a one will hold his tongue 
who else would bring sonie poor man into bad 
repiite, from which he would not easily extri- 
cate himself. For honor and a good name are 
easily taken away, but not easily restored. 

Thus you see that i t  is summarily forbidden 
to speak any evil of our neighbor, however, 
the civil government, preachers, father and 
mother excepted, on the understanding that 
this commandment does not allow evil to go 
unpunished. Now, as according to the Fifth 
Commandment no one is to be injured in 
body, and yet Master Hannes [the esecu- 
tioner] is ewepted, wlio by virtue of his office 
does his neighbor no good, but only evil and 
harnl, and nevertheless does not sin against 
God's commandment, because God has on His 
own account instituted that office; for He 
has reservrd punishment for His own good 
pleasure, as He threatens in the First Com- 
mandment,- just so also, although no one 
has a right in his own Person to judge and 
condemn anybody, yet if they to mhose office 
it belongs fail to do it, they sin as well as he 
who would do so of his own accord, without 
such office. For here necessity requires one to 
speak of the evil, to prefer charges, to inves- 
tigate and testify; and i t  is not different 
from tlie case of a physician who is sometimes 
compelled to examiiie and handle the patient 
wliom he is to cure in secret parts. Just so 
governments, father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, and other good friends, are under obli- 
gation to each other to reprove evil wherever 
i t  is needful and profitable. 

But the true way in this matter would be 
to observe the order according to the Gospel, 
Matt. 18, 15, where Christ says: Zf thy 
3rother shall trespass against thee. go und 
tell hzm Ibis fault between thee und hirn alone. 
Here you have a precious and excellent teach- 
ing for governing well the tongue, which ie 
to be carefully observed against this detest- 
able misuse. Let this, then, be your rule, that 
you do not too readily spread evil concerning 
your neighbor and slander him to others, but 
admonish him privately that he may amend 
[his lifel. Likewise, also, if some one report 
to you what this or that one has done, teach 
him, too, to go and admonish him personally, 
if he have Seen i t  himself; but if not, that he 
hold his tongue. 

The Same you can learn also from the daily 
governnient of the household. For when the 
master of the house Sees that the servant does 
not do what he ought, he admonishes him 
personally. But if he were so foolisli as to 
let the serrant sit a t  home, and went on tlie 
streets to complain of him to his neighbors, 
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he would no doubt be told: "You fool, what 
does tha t  concern us?  Why do you not tell 
i t  to him?" Behold, that  would be acting 
quite brotherly, so that  the evil would be 
stayed, and your neighbor would retain his 
honor. As Christ also says in the Same place: 
I j  he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
Then you have done a great and excellent 
work; for do you think i t  is a little matter 
to  gain a brother? Let all  monks and holy 
orders step forth, with all  their works melted 
together into one mass, and See if they can 
boast that  they have gained a brother. 

Further, Christ teaches: But i j  he will not 
hear thee, then take wi th  thee one or two 
more, that in the nzouth oj two or three wi t -  
ncsses ecery word mag be established. So he 
whom i t  concerns is always to  be treated with 
personally, and not to be spoken of without 
his knowledge. But  if tha t  do not avail, 
then bring i t  publicly before the conimunity, 
whether before the civil or the ecclesiastical 
tribunal. For  tlien you do not stand alone, 
but you have those witnesses with you by 
whom you can convict the guilty one, relying 
on whom tlie judge can pronounce sentence and 
punish. This is the right and regular Course 
for checking and reforming a wiclted Person. 
Biit if we gossip about anotlier in all  Corners, 
and stir  the filth, no one will be reformed, 
and afterwards when wc are to  stand up arid 
bear witness, we deny having said so. There- 
fore i t  would serve such tongues right if their 
itch for slander were severely punished, as  
a warning to  others. If you were acting for 
your neighbor's reforniation or from love of 
the truth, you would not sneak about secretly 
nor sliun the day and the light. 

All this has been said regarding secret sins. 
But  where the sin is  quite public so tha t  the 
judge and everybodp kuow it ,  you can without 
any sin avoid him and let him go, because he 
has brought himself into disgrace, and you 
may also publicly testify concerning him. 
Por when a niatter is public in the light of 
day, there can be no slaildering or false judg- 
ing or testifying; as, when we now reprove 
the Pope with his doctrinc, which is publicly 
se t  forth in books and proclaimed in all  the 
world. For  nhere the sin is public, the re- 
proof also must be public, t ha t  every one may 
learn to  guard against it. 

Thus we liare now the sum and general 
iinderstanding bf this conimandment, to  wit, 
t ha t  no one do any injury with the tongue 
to  his neighbor, whether friend or foe, nor 
speak evil of him, no matter whether i t  be 
true or false, unless i t  be done by command- 
ment or for his reformation, but t ha t  every 
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one employ his tongue and make i t  serve for 
the best of every one ehe, to cover up his 
neighbor's sins and infirmities, excuse them, 
palliate and garnish them with his own repu- 
tation. The chief reason for this should be 
the one which Christ alleges in the Gospel, 
in which He comprehends all commandments 
respecting our neighbor, Matt. 7, 12: Whatso- 
ever yt- wottld that meii should do to you, do 
ye even so lo them. 

Even nature teaches the Same thing in our 
own bodies, as St. Paul says, 1 Cor. 12, 22: 
Yuch more, those members of the body which 
seem to be more feeble are necessary; and 
those members of the body which we think to 
be less honorable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honor; and our uneomely parts have 
more abundant comeliness. No one Covers his 
face, eyes, nose, and mouth, for they, being in 
themselves the most honorable members which 
we have, do not require it. But the most infirm 
members, of which we are ashamed, we cover 
with all diligence; hands, eyes, and the whole 
body must help to cover and conceal them. 
Thus also among ourselves should we adorn 
whatever blemisheu and infirmities we find in 
our neighbor, and serve and help him to pro- . mote his honor to the best of our ability, and, 
on the other hand, prevent whatever may be 
discreditable to him. And i t  is especially an 
excellent and noble virtue for one always to 
explain advantageously and put the best con- 
struction upon all he may hear of his neigh- 
bor (if it be not notoriously evil), or a t  any 
rate to condone i t  over and against the poison- 
ous tongues that are busy wherever they can 
pry out and discover something to blame in 
a neighbor, and that explain and pervert i t  in 
the worst way; as is done now especially 
with the precious Word of God and its 
preachers. 

There are comprehended therefore in thiß 
commandment quite a multitude of good 
works which please God most highly, and 
bring abundant good and blessing, if only the 
blind world and the false saints would recog- 
nize them. For there is nothing on or in 
entire man which can do both greater and 
more extensive good or harm in spiritual and 
in temporal matters than the tongue, though 
i t  is the least and feeblest member. 

The Nin th  a n d  Tenth  Commandments. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor9s wife, nor 
his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his 
cattle, nor anything that is his. 

These two commandments are given quite 
exclnsively to the Jews; nevertheless, in part 
they also concern us. For they do not inter- 
pret them as referring to unchastity or theft, 
because these are sufficientlv forbidden above. 
They also thought that <hey had kept all 
those when they had done or not done the 
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external act. Therefore God has added these 
two commandments in order that i t  be 
esteemed as sin and forbidden to desire or in 
any way to aim a t  getting our neighbor's wife 
or possessions; and especially because under 
the Jewish government man-servants and 
maid-servants were not free as now to serve 
for wages as long as they pleased, but were 
their master's property with their body and 
all they had, as  cattle and other possessions. 
Moreover, every man had power over his wife 
to put her away publicly by giving her a bill 
of divorce, and to take another. Therefore 
thry were in constant danger among each 
other that if one took a fancy to another's 
wife, he might allege any reason both to dis- 
miss his own wife and to estrange the other's 
wife from him, that he might obtain her under 
pretext of right. That was not considered 
a sin nor disgrace with them; as  little as  
now with hired help, when a proprietor dis- 
misses his man-servant or maid-servant, or 
takes another's servants from him in any way. 

Therefore ( I  say) they thus interpreted 
these commandments, and that rightly (al- 
though their scope reaches somewhat farther 
and higher), that no one think or purpose to 
obtain what belongs to another, such as  
his wife, servants, house and estate, land, 
meadows, cattle, even with a show of right or 
by a subterfuge, yet with injury to his neigh- 
bor. For above, in the Seventh Command- 
ment, the vice is forbidden where one wrests 
to himself the possessions of others, or with- 
holds them from his neighbor, wliich he can- 
not do by right. But liere i t  is also forbidden 
to alienate anythiug from your neighbor, even 
though you could do so with honor in the eyes 
of the world, so that no one could accuse or 
blame you as  though you had obtained i t  
wrongf ully. 

For we are so inclined by nature that no 
one desires to See another have as much as 
himself, and each one acquires as much as he 
can; the other may fare as best he can. And 
yet we pretend to be godly, know how to 
adorn ourselves most finely and conceal oiir 
rascality, resort to and invent adroit devices 
and deceitful artifices (such as now are daily 
most ingeniouslp contrived) as though they 
were derived from the law codes; yea, we 
even dare impertinently to refer to it, and 
boast of it, and will not have i t  called ras- 
cality, but shrewdness and caution. In this 
lawyers and jurists assist, who twist and 
Stretch the law to suit i t  to their cause, stress 
words and use them for a siibterfuge, irrespec- 
tive of equity or their neighbor's necessity. 
And, in short, whoever is the most expert and 
cunning in these affairs finds most help in 
law, as they themselves say : T7igilantibus 
iura subveniunt [that is, The laws favor the 
watchful]. 

This last commandment therefore is given 
not for rogues in the eyes of the world, but 
just for the most pioiis, who wish to be praised 
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and be called honest and upright people, since 
they have not offended against the former 
commandments, as especially the Jews claimed 
to be, and even now many great noblemen, 
gentlemen, and princes. For the other com- 
mon masses belong yet farther down, under 
the Seventh Commandment, as  those who are 
not much concerned whether they acquire their 
possessions with honor and right. 

Now, this occurs most frequently in cases 
that are brought into court, where it is the 
purpose to get something from our neighbor 
and to force him out of his own. As (to give 
examples), when people quarre1 and wrangle 
about a large inheritance, real estate, etc., 
they avail themselves of, and resort to, what- 
ever has the appearance of right, so dressing 
and adorning everything that the law must 
favor their side, and they keep the property 
with such title that no one can make com- 
plaint or lay claim thereto. In  like manner, 
if any one desire to have a castle, city, duchy, 
or any other great thing, he practises so much 
financiering through relationships, and by any 
means he can, that the other is judicially de- 
prived of it, and i t  is adjudicated to him, and 
confirmed with deed and Seal and declared 
to have been acquired by princely title and 
honestly. 

Likewise also in common trade where one 
dexterously Slips something out of another's 
hand, so that he must look after it, or sur- 
prises and defrauds him in a matter in which 
he sees advantage and benefit for himself, so 
that the latter, perhaps on account of distress 
or debt, cannot regain or redeem i t  without 
injury, and the former gains the half or even 
more; and yet this must not be considered 
as acquired by fraud or Stolen, but honestly 
bought. Here they say: First come, first 
served, and every one must look to his own 
interest, let another get what he can. And 
who can be so smart as to think of all the 
ways in which one can get many things into 
his possession by such specious pretexts? This 
the world does not consider wrong [nor is i t  
punished by laws], and will not See that the 
neighbor is thereby placed a t  a disadvantage, 
and must sacrifice what he cannot spare with- 
out injury. Yet there is no one who wishes 
this to be done to him; from which we can 
easily perceive that such devices and pretexts 
are false. 

Thus i t  was done formerly also with respect 
to wives: they knew such devices that if one 
were pleased with another woman, he per- 
sonally or through others (as  there were 
many ways and means to be invented) caused 
her husband to conceive a displeasure toward 
her, or had her resist him and so conduct 
herself that he was obliged to dismiss her and 
leave her to the other. That sort of thing un- 
doubtedly prevailed much under the Law, as 
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also we read in the Gospel of King Herod that 
he took his brother's wife while he was yet 
living, and yet wished to be thought an honor- 
able, pious man, as St. Mark also testifies of 
him. But such an example, I triist, will not 
occur among us, because in the New Testa- 
ment those who are married are forbidden to 
be divorced, except in such a case where one 
[shrewdly] by some stratagem takes away 
a rich bride from another. But i t  is not 
a rare thing with us that one estranges 
or alienates another's man-servant or maid- 
servant, or entices them away by flattering 
words. 

In whatever way such things happen, we 
must know that God does not wish that you 
deprive your neighbor of anything that be- 
longs to bim, so that he suffer the loss and 
you gratify your avarice with it, even if you 
could kecp i t  honorably before the world; for 
i t  is a secret and insidious imposition prac- 
tised under the hat, as we say, that i t  may 
not be observed. For although you go your 
way as if you had done no one any wrong, you 
have nevcrtheless injured your neighbor; and 
if i t  is not called stcaling and cheating, yet i t  
is called coveting your neighbor's property, 
that is, aiming a t  possesqion of it, enticing i t  
away from him without his will, and being un- 
willing to see him enjoy what God has granted 
him. And although the judge and every one 
must leave you in possession of it, yet God 
will not leave you tlierein: for He Sees the 
deceitful heart and the malice of the world, 
which is Sure to take an ell in addition where- 
ever you yield to her a finger's breadth, and 
a t  length public wrong and violence follow. 

Therefore we allow these commandments to 
remain in their ordinary meaning, that i t  is 
commanded, first, that we do not desire our 
neighbor's damage, nor even assist, nor give 
occasion for it, but gladly wish and leave him 
what he has, and, besides, advance and pre- 
serve for him what may be for his profit and 
service, as we should wish to be treated. Thus 
these commandments are especially directed 
against envy and miserable avarice, God wish- 
ing to remove all causes aud sources whence 
arises everything by which we do injury to 
OUT neighbor, and therefore He expresses i t  in 
plain words: Thou &alt not covet, etc. For 
He would especially have the heart pure, al- 

. though we sliall never attain to that as long 
as we live here; so that this commandment 
will remain, like all the rest, one that will 
constantly accuse us and show how godly we 
are in the sight of God! 

Conclusion of t h e  Ten Commandments. 
Thus we have the Ten Commandments, a 

compend of divine doctrine, as to what we are 
to do in order that our whole life may be 
pleasing to God, and the true fountain and 
channel from and in which everything must 
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arise and flow that is to be a good work, so 
that outside of the Ten Commandments no 
work or thing can be good or pleasing to God, 
however great or precious i t  be in the eyes of 
the world. Let us See now what our great 
saints can boast of their spiritual orders and 
their great and grievous works which they 
have invented and set up, while they let these 
pass, as though they were far too insignificant, 
or had long ago been perfectly fulfilled. 

I am of opinion, indeed, that here one will 
find his hands full, [and will have enough] 
to do to observe these, namely, meekness, 
patience, and love towards enemies, chastity, 
kindness, etc., and what such virtues imply. 
But such works are not of value and make no 
display in the eyes of the world; for they 
are not peciiliar and conceited works, and re- 
stricted to particular times, places, rites, and 
customs, but are common, every-day domestic 
works which one neiglibor can practise toward 
another ; therefore they are not of high esteem. 

But the other works cause people to Open 
their eyes and ears wide, aud men aid to this 
effect by tlie great display, expense, and mag- 
nificent buildings with which they adorn them, 
so that everything shines and glitters. There 
they waft incense, they sing and ring bells, 
they light tapers and candles, so that nothing 
else can be Seen or heard. For when a priest 
Stands there in a surplice embroidered with 
gilt, or a layman continues all day upon his 
knees in church, that is regarded as a most 
precious work which no one can sufficiently 
praise. Bnt when a poor girl tends a little 
child and faithfully does what she is told, 
that is considered nothing; for else what 
should monks and nuns seek in their cloisters? 

But See, is not that a cursed presumption 
of those desperate saints who dare to invent 
a higher and better life and estate than the 
Ten Commandments teach, pretending (as we 
have said) that this is an ordinary life for 
the common man, but that theirs is for saints 
and perfect ones? And the miserable blind 
people do not See that no man can get so far 
as to keep one of the Ten Commandments as 
i t  should be kept, but both the Apostles' Creed 
and the Lord's Prayer must conle to our aid 
(as we shall hear),  by which that [power and 
strength to keep the commandments] is sought 
and prayed for and received continually. 
Therefore all t h  ir boasting amounts to as 
much as  if I bohted and said: To be Sure, 
I have not a penny to make payment with, 
but I confidently undertake to pay ten florins. 
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All this I say and iirge in order that men 
might become rid of the sad misuse which 
has taken such deep root and still cleaves to 
everybody, and in all estates upon earth be- 
come used to looking hither only, and to being 
concerned about these matters. For i t  will be 
a long time before they will produce a doc- 
trine or estates equal to the Ten Command- 
ments, because they are so high that no one 
can attain to them by human power; and 
whoever does attain to them is a heavenly, 
angelic man, far above all holiness of the 
world. Only occupy yourself with them, and 
try your best, apply all power and ability, 
and SOU will find so much to do that you will 
neither seek nor esteem any other work or 
holiness. 

Let this be sufficient concerning the first 
part of the common Christian doctrine, both 
for teacliing and iirging what is necessary. 
In concliision, however, we must repeat the 
text which belongs here, of which we have 
treated already in the First Commandment, 
in order that we may learn what pains God 
requires to the end we may learn to inculcate 
and practise the Ten Commandments: 

For I the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate Me, and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love Me and 
keep My commandments. 

Although (as  we have heard above) this 
appendix was primarily attached to the First 
Commandment, i t  was nevertheless [we can- 
not deny that i t  was] laid down for the Sake 
of all the commandments, as all of them are 
to be referred and directed to it. Therefore 
I have said that this, too, should be presented 
to and inculcated upon the young, that they 
may learn and remember it, in order to See 
what is to urge and compel us to keep these 
Ten Commandments. And i t  is to be regarded 
as  though this part were specially added to 
each, so that i t  inheres in, and pervades, 
them all. 

Now, there is comprehended in these words 
(as  said beforel both an angry word of 
threatening and a friendly promise to tcrrify 
and warn us, and, moreover, to induce and 
encourage us to receive and highly esteem His 
Word as a matter of divine earnestness, be- 
cause He Himself declares how mwh He is 
concerned about it, and how rigidly He will 
enforce it, namely, that He will horribly and 
terribly punish all who despise and transgress 
His commandments; and again, how richly 
He will reward, bless, and do all good to those 
who hold them in high esteem, and gladly do 
and live according to them. Thus He de- 
mands that all our works proceed from a 
heart which fears and regards God alone, and 
from such fear avoids everything that is con- 
trary to His will, lest i t  should move Him 
to wrath; and, on the other hand, also trusts 
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in Him alone, and from love to Him does all 
He wishes, because he speaks to us as friendly 
as a father, and offers us all grace and every 
good. 

Just this is also the meaning and true 
interpretation of the first and chief command- 
ment, from which all the others must flow 
and proceed, so that this word: Thou shalt 
haoe no other gods before Me, in its simplest 
meaning states nothing else than this demand: 
Thou shalt fear, love, and trust in Me as thine 
only true God. For where there is a heart 
thus disposed towards God, the Same has ful- 
filled this and all the other commandments. 
On the other hand, whoever fears and loves 
anythiug ehe in heaven and upon earth will 
keep neither this nor any. Thus the entire 
Scriptures have everywhere preached and in- 
culcated this commandment, aiming always at  
these two thinge: fear of God and trust 
in Him. And especially the prophet David 
throughout the Psalms, as when he says [PS. 
147, 111: The Lovd taketh pleasure in  them 
that fear Hirn, in  those that hope in His 
mercy. As if the entire commandment were 
explained by one Verse, as much as to say: 
The Lord taketh pleasure in those who have 
no other gods. 

Thus the First Commandment is to shine 
and impart its splendor to all the others. 
Therefore you must let this declaration run 
through all the commandments, like a hoop in 
a wreath, joining the end to the beginning and 
holding them all together, that i t  be continu- 
ally repeated and not forgotten; as, namely, 
in the Second Commandment, that we fear 
God and do not take His name in vain for 
cursing, lying, deceiving, and other modes of 
lgading men astray, or rascality, but make 
proper and good use of i t  by calling upon Him 
in prayer, praiee, and thanksgiving, derived 
from love and trust according to the First 
Commandment. I n  like manner such fear, 
love, and trust is to iirge and force us not to 
despise His Word, but gladly to learn, hear, 
and esteem i t  holy, and honor it. 

Thus continuing through all the following 
commandments towards our neighbor likewise, 
everything is to proceed by virtue of the First 
Commandment, to wit, that we honor father 
and mother, masters, and all in authority, 
and be subject and obedient to them, not on 
their own account, but for God's sake. For 
you are not to regard or fear father or mother, 
or from love of them do or omit anything. 
Bnt See to that which God mould have you do, 
and what He will quite surely demand of you; 
if you omit that, you have an angry Judge, 
but in the contrary case a gracious Father. 

Again, that you do your neighbor no harm, 
iiijury, or violence, nor in any wise encroach 
upon him as touching his body, wife, property, 
honor, or rights, as all these things are com- 
manded in their order, even though you have 
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opportunity and cause to do so and no man 
would reprove you; but that you do good to 
all men, help them, and promote their interest, 
howsoever and wherever you can, purely from 
love of God and in order to please Hirn, in 
the confidence that He will abundantly reward 
you for everything. Thus you See how the 
First Commandment is the chief source and 
fountainhead which flows into all the rest, and 
again, all return to that and depend upon it, 
so that beginning and end are fastened and 
bound to each other. 

This (I say) i t  is profitable and necessary 
always to teach to the young people, to ad- 
monish them 2nd to remind them of it, that 
they may be brought up not only with blows 
and compulsion, like cattle, but in the fear 
and reverence of God. Bor where this is con- 
sidered and laid to heart that these things are 
not human trifles, but the commandments of 
the Divine Majesty, who insists upon them 
with such earnestness, is angry with, and 
punishes those who despise them, and, on the 
other hand, abundantly rewards those who 
keep them, there will be a spontaneous im- 
pulse and a desire gladly to do the will of 
God. Therefore i t  is not in vain that i t  is 
commanded in the Old Testament to write the 
Ten Commandments on all walls and Corners, 
yes, even on the garments, not for the Sake of 
merely having them written in these places 
and making a show of them, as did the Jews, 
but that we might have our eyes constantly 
fixed upon them, and have them always in our 
memory, and that we might practise them in 
all our actions and ways, and every one make 
them his daily exercise in all cases, in every 
business and transaction, as though they were 
written in every place wherever lie would 
look, yea, wherever he walks or Stands. Thus 
there would be occasion enough, both a t  home 
in our own house and abroad with our neigh- 
bors, to practise the Ten Commandments, that 
no one need run far for them. 

From this i t  again appears how highly these 
Ten Commandments are to be exalted and ex- 
tolled above all estates, commandments, and 
works which nre taught and practised aside 
from them. For here we can boast and say: 
Let all tlie wise and saints step forth and pro- 
duce, if they can, a [single] work like these 
commandments, upon which God insists with 
such earnestness, and which He enjoins with 
His greatest wrath and punishment, and, be- 
sides, adds such glorious promises that He 
will pour out upon us all good things and 
blessings. Therefore they should be taught 
above all others, and be esteemed precious and 
dear. as the highest treasure given by God. 
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Part Second. 

OF TEE CREED. 
Thus far we have heard the first part of 

Christian doctrine, in which we have Seen all 
that God wishes us to do or to leave undone. 
Xow, there propeily follows the Creed, which 
Sets forth to us everything that we must ex- 
pect and receive from God, and, to s t a k  .it 
quite briefly, teaches us to know Him fully. 
And this is intended to help us do that which 
according to the Ten Commandments we ought 
to do. For (as  said above) they are set so 
high that all human ability is far too feeble 
and weak to [attain to or] keep them. There- 
fore it is as  necessary to learn this part as  
the former in order that we may know how 
to attain thereto, whence and whereby to ob- 
tain such power. For if we could by our 
own powers keep the Ten Commandments as 
they are to be kept, we would need nothing 
further, neither the Creed nor the Lord's 
Prayer. But before we explain this advan- 
tage and necessity of the Creed, it is sufficient 
a t  first for the simple-minded that they learn 
to comprehend and understand the Creed itself. 

In  the first place, the Creed has hitherto 
been divided into twelve articles, although, if 
all points which are written in the Scriptures 
and which belong to the Creed were to be dis- 
tinctly set forth, there would be far more 
articles, nor could they all be clearly ex- 
pressed in so few words. Biit that i t  may be 
most e a d y  and clearly understood as i t  is to 
be taught to children, we shall briefly sum up 
the entire Creed in three chief articles, ac- 
cording to the three persons in the Godhead, 
to whom everything that we believe is related, 
so that the First Article, of God the Father, 
explains Creation, the Second Artiele, of the 
Son, Redemption, and the Third, of the Holy 
Ghost, Sanctification. Just as though the 
Creed were briefly comprehended in so many 
words: I believe in God the Father, who has 
created rne; I believe in God the Son, who has 
redeemed me; I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
who sanctifies me. One God and one faith, 
but three persons, therefore also three articles 
or confessions. Let us briefly run over the 
words. 

Article I. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

This portrays and Sets forth most briefly 
what is the essence, will, activity, and work 
of God the Father. For since the Ten Com- 
mandments have taught that we are to have 
not more than one God, the question might 
be asked, What kind of a person is God? 
What does He do? How can we praise, or 
portray and describe Him, that He may be 
known? Now, that is taught in this and in 
the following article, so that the Creed is 
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nothing else than the answer and confession 
of Christians arranged with respect to the 
First Commandment. As if you were to ask 
a little child: My dear, what sort of a God 
have you? Wbat do you know of Him? he 
could say: This is my God: first, the Father, 
who has created heaven and earth; besides 
this only One I regard nothing else as God; 
for there is no one else who could create 
heaven and earth. 

But for the learned, and those who are some- 
what advanced [have acquired some Scriptural 
knowledge], these three articles may all be 
expanded and divided into as many parts as 
there are words. Rut now for young scholars 
let it suffice to indicate the most necessary 
points, namely, as we have said, that this 
article refers to the Creation: that we em- 
phasize the words: Creator of heaven aml 
earth. But what is the force of this, or what 
do you mean by these words: I believe in God, 
the Pather Almighty, Maker, etc.? Answer: 
This is what I mean and believe, that I am 
a creature of God; that is, that He has given 
and constantly preserves to me my body, soul, 
and life, members great and small, all my 
senses, reason, and understanding, and so On, 
food and drink, clothing and support, wife 
and children, domestics, house and home, etc. 
Besides, He causes all creatures to serve for 
the uses and neeessities of life - sun, moon, 
and stars in the firmament, day and night, 
air, fire, water, earth, and whatever i t  bears 
and produces, birds and fishes, beasts, grain, 
and all kinds of produce, and whatever else 
there is of bodily and temporal goods, good 
government, peace, security. Thus we learn 
from this article that none of us has of him- 
self, nor can preserve, his life nor anything 
that is here enumerated or can be enuinerated, 
however small and unimportant a thing i t  
might be, for all is comprehended in the word 
Creator. 

Moreover, we also confeas that God the 
Father has not only given us all that we 
have and see before our eyes, but daily pre- 
serves and defends us against all evil and 
misfortune, averts all sorts of danger and 
calamity; and that He does all this out of 
pure love and goodness, without our merit, 
as a benevolent Father, who cares for us that 
no evil befall us. But to speak more of this 
belongs in the other two parts of this article, 
where we sag: Pather Almighty 

Now, since all timt we possess, and, more- 
over, whatever, in addition, is in heaven and 
upon the earth, is daily given, preserved, and 
kept for us by God, i t  is readily inferred and 
concliided that i t  is our duty to love, praise, 
ard thank Him for i t  without ceasing, and, 
in short, to serve Him with all these things, 
as He demands and has enjoined in the Ten 
Commandments. 

Here we could sag much if we were to ex- 
patiate, how few there are that believe this 
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article. For we all pass over it, hear i t  and 
say it, but neither See nor consicler what the 
words teach us. For if we believed i t  with 
the heart, we would also act accordingly, and 
not stalk about proudly, act defiantly, and 
boast as  though wc had life, riches, power, 
and honor, etc., of ourselves, so that others 
must fear and serve us, as is the practise 
of the wretched, perverse world, which is 
drowned in blindness, and abuses all the good 
things and gifte of God only for its own pride, 
svarice, Iust, and Iuxury, and never once re- 
gards God, so as to thank Hirn or acknowledge 
Hirn as Lord and Creator. 

nerefore, this article ought to humble and 
terrify us all, if we believed it. For we sin 
daily with eyes, ears, hands, body and soul, 
money and possessions, and with everything 
we have, especially those who even fight 
against the Word of God. Yet Christians 
have this advantage, that they acknowledge 
themselves in duty bound to serve God for 
all these things, and to be obedient to Him 
[which the world knows not how to do]. 

We ought, therefore, daily to practise this 
article, impress i t  iipon our mind, and to re- 
member i t  in all that meets our eyes, and in 
all good that falls to oiir lot, and wherever 
we escape from calamity or danger, that i t  is 
God who gives and does all these things, that 
therein we sense and see His paternal heart 
ancl His transcendent love toward us. There- 
by the heart would be warmed and kindled to 
be thankful, and to employ all such good 
things to the honor and praise of God. 

Thus we have most briefly presented the 
meaning of this article, as much as is a t  first 
necessary for the most simple to learn, both 
as to what we have and receive from God, 
and what we owe in return, which is a 
most excellent knowledge, but a far greater 
treasure. For here we See how the Father 
has given Himself to ns, together with all 
creatures, aiid has most richly provided for 
us in this life, besides that He has over- 
whelmed us with unspeakable, eternal treas- 
ures by His Son and the Holy Ghost, as we 
shall hear. 

Article 11. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered undcr 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He as- 
cended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
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hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

Here we learn to know the Second Person 
of the Godhead, so that we see what we have 
from God over and above the temporal goods 
aforementioned; namely, how He h;~s com- 
pletely poured forth Himself and withheld 
nothing from us that He has not given us. 
Now, this article is very rich and broad; but 
in order to expound i t  also briefly and in 
a ehildlike way, we shall take up one mord 
and sum up in that the entire article, namely 
(as we have said), that we may here learn 
how we have been redeemed; and we shall 
base this on these words: In  Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

If now you are asked, What do you believe 
in the Second Article of Jesus Christ? answer 
briefly: I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son 
of God, has become my Lord. But what is i t  
to become Lord? I t  is this, that He has 
redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from . . death, and all evil. For before I had no Lord 
nor King, but was captive under the power 
of the devil, condemned to death, enmeshed in 
sin and blindness. 

For when we had been crcated by God the 
Father, and had received from Him all manner 
of good, the devil came and led us into dis- 
obedience, sin, death, and all evil, so that 
we fell under His wrath and displeasure and 
were doomed to eternal damnation, as we had 
merited and deserved. There was no counsel, 
help, or conifort until this only and eternal 
Son of God in His unfathomable goodness had 
compassion upon our misery and wretched- 
ness, and came from heaven to help us. Those 
tyrants and jailers, then, are all expelled now, 
and in their place has come Jesus Christ, 
Lord of life, righteousness, every Messing, and 
Salvation, and has dclivered us poor lost men 
from the jaws of hell, has won us, made us 
free, and brought us again into the favor and 
grace of the Father, and has taken us as His 
own property under His shelter and protec- 
tion, that He may govern us by His right- 
eousness, wisdom, power, life, and blessedness. 

Let this, then, be the sum of this article 
that the little word Lord signifies simply as  
much as Redeemer, i. e., He who has brought 
us from Satan to God, from death to life, 
from sin to righteousness, and who preserves 
us in the Same. But all the points which 
follow in order in this article serve no other 
end thau to explain and express this redemp- 
tion, how and whereby i t  was accomplished, 
that is, how much it cost Hirn, and what He 
spent and risked that He might win us and 
bring us under His dominion, namely, that 
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Be became man, conceived and born without 
[any stain of] sin, of the Holy Ghost and of 
the Virgin Mary, that He might overcome 
sin ; moreover, that He suffered, died and was 
buried, that He might make satisfaction for 
me and pay what I owe, not with silver nor 
gold, but with His own precious blood. And 
all this, in order to become my Lord; for 
He did none of these for Himself, nor had 
He any need of it. And after that He rose 
again from the dead, swallowed up and de- 
voured death, and finally ascended into Iieaven 
and assumed the government a t  the Father's 
right hand, so that the devil and all power8 
must be subject to Him and lie a t  His feet, 
until finally, a t  the last day, He will com- 
pletely part and separate us from the wicked 
world, the devil, death, sin, etc. 

But to explain all these Single points sepa- 
rately belongs not to brief sermons for chil- 
dren, but rather to the ampler sermons that 
extend throughout the entire year, especially 
a t  those times which are appointed for the 
purpose of treating a t  length of each article 
- of the birth, sufferings, resurrection, ascen- 
sion of Christ, etc. 

Ay, the entire Gospel which we preach is 
based on this, that we properly understand 
this article as that upon which our Salvation 
and all our happiness rest, and which is so 
rich and comprehensive that we never can 
learn i t  fully. 

Article 111. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints; 
the f orgiveness uf sins ; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

This article (as I have said) I cannot relate 
better than to Sanctification, that through the 
Same the Holy Ghost, with His office, is de- 
clared and depicted, namely, that He makes 
holy. Therefore we must take our stand upon 
the word Holy Cfhost, because i t  is so precise 
and comprehensive that we cannot find an- 
other. For there are, besides, many kinds of 
spirits mentioncd in the Holy Scriptures, as, 
the Spirit of man, heavenly spirits, and evil 
spirits. But the Spirit of God alone is called 
Holy Ghost, that is, He who has sanctified 
and still sanctifies us. For as the Father is 
called Creator, the Son Redeemer, so the Holy 
Ghost, from His work, must be called Sanc- 
tifier, or One that makes holy. But how is 
such sanctifying done? Answer: Just  as the 
Son obtains dominion, whereby He wins us, 
through His birth, death, resurrection, etc., 
so also the Holy Ghost effects our sanctifica- 
tion by the following parts, namely, by the 
communion of saints or the Christian Church, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting; that is, He 
first leads us into His holy congregation, and 
places us in the bosom of the Church, whereby 
He preaches to us and brings us to Christ. 
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For neither you nor I could ever know any- 
thing of Christ, or believe on Him, and obtain 
Him for our Lord, unless i t  wcre offered to us 
and granted to oiir hearts by the Holp Ghost 
through the preaching of the Gospel. The 
work is done and accomplished; for Christ 
has acqiiired and gained the treasure for 11s 
by His suffering, death, resurrection, etc. But 
if tlie work remained concealed so that no one 
knew of it, then i t  mould be in vain and lost. 
That this treasure, therefore, might not lie 
biiried, but be appropriated and enjoyed, God 
has caused the Word to go forth and be pro- 
claimed, in which He gives the Holy Ghost to 
bring this treasure home and appropriate i t  
to us. Therefore sanctifying is nothing clse 

.than bringing us to Christ to receive this 
good, to which we could not attain of oitr- 
selves. 

Learn, then, to understand this article most 
clearly. If you are asked: What do you mean 
by the words: I bclieve i n  the Holy Ghost? 
you can answer: I believe that the Holy Ghost 
makes me holy, as His name implies. But 
mhcreby does He accomplish this, or what are 
His method and means to this end? Answer: 
By the Christian Church, the forgireness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. For, in the first place, He has 
a peculiar congregation in the world, which is 
the mother that begets and bears every Chris- 
tian throiigh the Word of God, which He re- 
veals and preaches, [and through which] He 

, illumines and enkindles hearts, that'they un- 
derstand, accept it, cling to it, and persevere 
in it. 

For mhere He does not cause i t  to be 
preached and made alire in the heart, so that 
i t  is understood, i t  is lost, as was the case 
under tlie Papacy, where faith was entirely 
put under the bench, and no one recognized 
Christ as his Lord or the Holy Ghost as his 

' Sanctifier, that is, no oiie believed that Christ 
is our Lord in the sense that He has acquired 
this treasure for us, without our works and 
merit, and made us acceptable to the Father. 
What, then, was lacking? This, that the Holy 
Ghost was not there to reveal i t  and cause i t  
to be preached; but men and evil Spirits were 
there, who taught us to obtain grace and be 
saved by our works. Therefore i t  is not a 
Christian Church either; for where Christ is 
not preached, there is no Holy Ghost who 
creates, calls, and gathers the Christian 
Church, without which no one can come to 
Christ the Lord. Let this suffice concerning 
the sum of this article. But because the parts 
which are Iiere enumerated are not quite clear 
to the simple, we shall run over tliem also. 

The Creed denominates the holy Christian 
Church, communionem sanctorzcm, a eommun- 
ion of saints; for both expressions, taken to- 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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gether, are identical. But  formerly the one 
[the second] expression was not there, and i t  
has been poorly and unintelligibly translated 
into German eine Gemeinschaft der Heiligen, 
a communion of saints. If i t  is to  be rendered 
plsinly, i t  must be expressed quite differently 
in tlie German idiom; for the word ecclesia 
properly means in German eine Versammlultg, 
a n  assembly. But we are accustomeri t o  the 
word church, by which the simple do not 
understand a n  assembled multitude, but the 
consecrated house or building, although the 
house ought not to  be called a church, escept 
only for the reason tha t  the multitude as- 
sembles there. For we who assemble there 
make and choose for ourselves a particular 
place, and give a name to the house accord- 
ing to  the assembly. 

Thus the word Kirche (church) means 
really nothing else than a common assembly, 
and is not German by idiom, but Greek ( a s  
is  also the word ecclesia) ; for in their own 
lariguage they call i t  kgria, as  in Latin i t  is  
called cnria. Therefore in genuine German, 
in our niother-toneue. i t  oueht to  be called 

U ,  " 
a Christian congrrgation or assembly (eine 
christliche Gemeinde oder Samnzlitng J ,  or, 
best of all and most clearly, holy ~ h r i s t e n -  
dom (eine heilige Christenheit ) . 

So also the word contmunio, which is added, 
ought not to  be rendered communion (Ge- 
meinschaft), but congregation ( Gemeinde). 
And i t  is nothing else than an interpretation 
or explanation by which some one meant to ex- 
plain what the Christian Church is. This our 
people, who understood neither Latin nor Ger- 
man, have rendered Gemeinschaft der Heili- 
gen (communion of saints),  although no 
German language speaks thus, nor under- 
stands i t  thus. But to speak correct German, 
it ought to be eine Gemeinde der Heiligen 
( a  congregation of sa ints) ,  tha t  is, a congre- 
gation made up purely of saints, or, to  speak 
yet more plainly, eine heilige Gemeinde, a holy 
congregation. I say this in order tha t  the 
words Gemeinschaft der Heiligen (communion 
of saints) may be understood, because the ex- 
pression has become so established by custom 
tha t  i t  cannot well be eradicated, and i t  is  
treated almost as heresy if one should attempt 
to  Change a word. 

But this ie the meaning and substance of 
this addition: I believe tha t  there is  upon 
earth a little holy group and congregation of 
pure saints, under one head, even Christ, called 
together by the Holy Ghost in one faith, one 
mind, and understanding, with manifold gifts, 
yet agreeing in love, withoiit sects or schisms. 
I am also a par t  and member of the same, 
a sharer and joint owner of all the goods i t  
possesses, brought to  i t  and incorporated into 
i t  by the Holy Ghost by having heard and 
continuing to  hear the Word of God, which is 
the beginriing of cntering it. For formerly, 
before we had attained to  this, we were al- 
together of the devil, knowing nothing of God 
and of Christ. Thus, until the last day, the 
Holy Ghost abides with the holy congregation 
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or Christendom, by means of which He fetches 
us to Christ and which He employs to teach 
and preach to us the Word, whereby He works 
and promotes sanctification, causing i t  [this 
coirimunity] daily to grow and become strong 
in the faith and its fruits which He produces. 

We further believe that in this Christian 
Church we have forgiveness of sin, which is 
wrought through the holy Sacraments and 
Absolution, moreover, through all manner of 
consolatory promises of the entire Gospel. 
Therefore, whatever is to be preached con- 
cerning the Sacraments belongs here, and, in 
short, the whole Gospel and all the offices of 
Christianity, which also must be preached and 
taught without ceasing. For although the 
grace of God is secured through Christ, and 
sanctiiication is wrought by the Holy Ghost 
through the Word of God in the unity of the 
Christian Church, yet on account of our flesh 
which we bear about with us we are never 
without sin. 

Everything, therefore, in the Christian 
Church is ordered to the end that we shall 
daily obtain there nothing but the forgiveness 
of sin through the Word and signs, to comfort 
and encourage our consciences as long a s  we 
live here. Thus, although we have sins, the 
[grace of the] Holy Ghost does not allow 
them to injure us, because we are in the 
Christian Church, where there is nothing but 
[continuous, uninterrupted] forgiveness of sin, 
both in that God forgives us, and in that we 
forgive, bear with, and help each other. 

But outside of this Christian Church, where 
the Gospel is not, there is no forgiveness, a8 
also there can be no holiness [sanctification]. 
Therefore all who seek and wish to merit holi- 
ness [sanctification], not through the Gospel 
and forgiveness of sin, but by their works, 
have expelled and severed themselves [from 
this Church]. 

Meanwhile, however, while sanctification 
has begun and is growing daily, we exped 
that our flesh will be destroyed and buried 
with all its uncleanness, and will come forth 
gloriously, and arise to entire and perfect 
holiness in a new eternal life. For now we 
are only half pure and holy, so that the Holy 
Ghost has ever [some reason whyl to  continue 
His work in us through the Word, and daily 
to dispense forgiveness, until we attain to 
that life where there will be no more forgive- 
ness, hut only perfectly pure and holy people, 
full of godliness and righteousness, removed 
and free from sin, deatli, and all evil, in a 
new, immortal, and glorified body. 

Behold, all this is to he the office and work 
of the Holy Ghost, that He begin and daily 
increase holiness upon earth by means of these 
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two things, the Christian Church and the for- 
giveness of sin. Biit in our dissolution He 
will accomplish i t  altogether in an instant, 
and will forever preserve us therein by the 
last two parts. 

But tlie terin Auferstehung des Fleisches 
(resurrection of the flesh) here employed is 
not according to good German idiom. Por 
when we Germans hear the worcl Fleisch 
(fleshj, we think no farther than of the 
shambles. But in good German idiom we 
would say Auferstehung des Leibes, or Leich- 
nams (resurrection of the body) . However, 
it is not a matter of much moment, if we only 
understand the words aright. 

This, now, is the article which must ever 
be and remain in operation. Por creation we 
have received; redemption, too, is finished. 
But the Holy Ghost carries on His work with- 
out ceasing to the last day. And for that 
purpose He has appointed a congregation 
upon earth by which He speaks and does 
everpthing. Por He has not yet brought to- 
gether all His Christian Church nor dispensed 
forgiveness. Therefore we believe in Him who 
through the Word daily brings us into the 
fellowship of this Christian Church, and 
through the Same Word and the forgiveness 
of sins bestows, increases, and strengthens 
faith, in order that when He has accomplished 
it all, and we abide therein, and die to the 
world and to all evil, He may finally make 
us perfectly and forever holy; which now we 
expcct in faith through the Word. 

Behold, here you have the entire divine 
essence, will, and work depicted most ex- 
qiiisitely in quite short and yet rich words, 
whcrein consists all our wisdom, which sur- 
passes and exceeds the wisdom, mind, and 
reason of all men. Por althoiigh the whole 
world with all diligence has endeavored to 
ascertain what God is, what He has in mind 
and does, yet has she never been able to at- 
tain to [the knowledge and understanding of] 
any of these things. But here we have every- 
thing in richest measure; for herein all three 
articles IIe has Himself revealed and opened 
the deepest abyss of his paternal heart and 
of His pure unutteiable love. For He has 
created us for this very object, that He might 
redeem and sanctify us; and in addition to 
giving and imparting to us everything in 
heaven and upon earth, He has given to us 
even His Son and the Holy Ghost, by whom 
to bring us to Himself. Por (as explained 
above) we could never attain to the knowl- 
edge of the graee and favor of the Pather 
except through the Lord Christ, who is a 
mirror of the paternal heart, outside of whom 
a e  See nothing but an angry and terrible 
Judge. Uiit of Christ we could know nothing 
either, unless it had been revealed by the 
Holy Ghost. 

These urticles of the Creed, therefore, di- 
vide and separate us Christians from all other 

The Creed, Art. 111. 
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pople upon earth. For all outside of Chris- 
tianity, whether heathen, Turks, Jews, or false 
Christians and hypocrites, although they be- 
lieve in, and worsliip, only one true God, yet 
know not what His mind towards them is, and 
cannot expect any love or blessing from Him; 
therefore they abide in eternal wrath and 
damnation. For they have not the Lord 
Christ, and, besides, are not illumined and 
favored by any gifts of the Holy Ghost. 

Prom this you perceive that the Creed is 
a doctrine quite different from tlie Ten Com- 
mandments; for the latter teaches indeed 
what we ought to do, but the former tells 
what God does for us and gives to us. More- 
over, apart from this, the Ten Commandments 
are written in the hearts of all men; the 
Creed, however, no human wisdom can com- 
prehend, but i t  must be taught by the Holy 
Ghost alone. The latter doctrine [of the Law], 
therefore, makes no Christian, for the wrath 
and displeasure of God abide upon us still, 
because we cannot keep what God demands 
of us; but tliis [namely, the doctrine of 
faith] brings pure grace, and makes us godly 
and acceptable to God. For by this knowledge 
we obtain love and delight in all the com- 
mandments of God, because here we See that 
God gives Himself entire to us, with all that 
He has and is able to do, to aid and direct 
us in keeping the Ten Commandments - the 
Father, all creatures; the Son, His entire 
work; and the Holy Ghost, all His gifts. 

Let tliis sufEce concerning the Creed to lay 
a foundation for the simple, that they may 
not be burdened, so that, if they understand 
the substance of it, they themselves may 
afterwards strive to acquire more, and to 
refer to these parts whatever they learn in 
the Scriptures, and may ever grow and in- 
crease in richer understanding. For as long 
as we live here, we shall daily have enough 
to do to preach and to learn this. 

Part Third. 

O F  PRAYER. 

The Lord's Prayer. 
We have now heard what we must do and 

believe, in which things the best and happiest 
life consists. Now follows the third part, how 
we ought to pray. For since we are so sit- 
uated that no man can perfectly keep the Ten 
Commandments, even though he have begun to 
believe, and since the devil with all his power, 
together with the world and our own flesh, re- 
sists our endeavors, nothing is so necessary as 
that we should continually resort to the ear of 
God, call upon Him, and pray to Him, that 
He would give, preserve, and increase in us 
faith and the fulfilment of the Ten Command- 
ments, and that He would remove everything 
that is in our way and opposes us therein. 
But that we might know what and how to 
pray, our Lord Christ has Himself taught us 
both the mode and the words, as we shall See. 
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But before we explain the Lord's Prayer 
part by part, i t  is most necessary first to ex- 
hort and incite people to prayer, as Christ 
and the apostles also have done. And tlie 
first matter is to know that i t  is our duty to 
pray because of God's commandment. For 
thus we heard in the Second Commandment: 
T h o u  shalt not  take  the  name of the Lord, t h y  
God, in uain,  that we are there required to 
praise that holy name, and call upon i t  in 
every need, or to pray. For to call upon the 
name of God is nothing else than to pray. 
Prayer is therefore as strictly and earnestly 
commanded as all other commandnients: to 
have no other God, not to kill, not to 
steal, etc. Let no one think that i t  is all 
the Same whether he pray or not, as vulgar 
people do, who grope in such delusion and ask, 
Why should I pray? Who knows whether 
God heeds or will hear my prayer? If I do 
not pray, some one else will. And thus they 
fall into the habit of never praying, and 
frame a pretext, as though we taught that 
there is no duty or need of prayer, because 
we reject false and hypocritical prayers. 

But this is true indeed that such prayers 
as  have been offered hitherto when men were 
babbling and bawling in the churches were 
no prayers. Bor such external matters, when 
they are properly observed, may be a good 
exercise for young children, scholars, and 
simple persons, and may be called singing or 
reading, but not renlly praying. But praying, 
as the Second Commandment teaches, is to 
call upon  God in ez>ery need. This He re- 
quires of us, and has not left it to our choice. 
But i t  is our duty and obligation to pray if 
we would be Christians, as much as i t  is our 
duty and obligation to obey our parents and 
the government; for by calling upon i t  and 
praying the name of God is honored and 
profitably employed. This you must note above 
all things, that thereby you may silence and 
repel such thoughts as  would keep and deter 
us from prayer. For just as i t  would be idle 
for a son to say to his father, "Of what 
advantage is my obedience? I will go and 
do what I can ; i t  is all the same" ; but there 
Stands the commandment, Thou shalt and must 
do it, so also here i t  is not left to my will 
to do it or leave it undone, but prayer shall 
and must be offered a t  the risk of God's wrath 
and displeasure. 

This is therefore to be understood and noted 
before everything else, in order that thereby 
we may silence and repel the thoughts which 
would keep and deter us from praying, as 
though i t  were not of much consequence if we 
do not pray, or as though i t  were commanded 
those who are holier and in better favor with 
God than we; as, indeed, the human heart 
is by nature so despondent that it always 
flees from God and imagines that He does not 
wish or desire our prayer, because we are 
sinners and have merited nothing but wrath. 
Against such thoughts ( I  say) we should re- 
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gard this commandment and turn to God, that 
we may not by such disobedience excite His 
anger still more. For by this commandment 
He gives us plainly to understand that He 
will not cast us from Him nor chase us away, 
although we are sinners, but ratlier draw us 
to Himself, so that we might humble oiirselves 
before Him, bewail this misery and plight of 
ours, and pray for grace and help. Therefore 
we read in the Scriptures that He is angry 
also with those who were smitten for their 
sin, because they did not return to Him and 
by their prayers assuage His wrath and seek 
His grace. 

Now, from the fact that i t  is so solemnly 
commanded to pray, you are to conclude 
and think, that no one should by any means 
despise his prayer, but rather set great store 
by it, and always seek an illustration from 
the other commandments. A child should by 
no means despise his obedience to father and 
mother, but should always think: This work 
is a work of obedience, and what I do I do 
with no other intention than that I may walk 
in the obedience and commandment of God, 
on which I can settle and stand firm, and 
esteem it a great thing, not on account of my 
worthiness, bnt on account of the command- 
ment. So here also, what and for what we 
pray we should regard as demsnded by God 
and done in obedience to Him, and should re- 
flect thus: On my account i t  would amount 
to nothing; but it shall avail, for the reason 
that God has commanded it. Therefore every- 
body, no matter what he has to say in prayer, 
should always come before God in obedience 
to this commandment. 

We pray, therefore, and exhort every one 
most diligently to take this to heart and by 
no means to despise our prayer. For hitherto 
it has been taught thus in the devil's name 
that no one regarded these things, and men 
siipposed i t  to be sufücient to have done the 
work, whether God would hear i t  or not. But 
that is staking prayer on a risk, and mur- 
muring it a t  a venture; and therefore it is 
a lost prayer. For we allow such thoughts 
as these to lead us astray and deter us: I am 
not holy or worthy enough; if I were as godly 
and holy as St. Peter or St. Paul, then I would 
pray. But put such thoughts far away, for 
just the Same commandment which applied to 
St. Paul applies also to me; and the Second 
Commandment is given as much on my ac- 
count as on his acconnt, so that he can boast 
of no better or holier commandment. 

Therefore you should say: My prayer is as 
precious, holy, and pleasing to God as  that of 
St. Paul or of the most holy saints. This is 
the reason: For I will gladly grant that he 
is holier in his person, but not on account of 
the commandment; since God does not regard 
prayer on account of the person, but on ac- 
count of His word and obedience thereto. For 
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on the commandment on which all the saints 
rest their prayer I, too, rest mine. Moreover, 
I pray for the Same thing for which they all 
pray and ever have prayed; besides, I have 
just as great a need of i t  as those great 
saints, yea, even a greater one than they. 

Let this be the first and most important 
point, that all our prayers must be based and 
rest upon obedience to God, irrespective of 
our person, whether we be sinners or saints, 
worthy or unworthy. And we must know that 
God will not have i t  treated as a jest, but be 
angry, and punish all who do not pray, as 
surely as He punishes all other disobedience; 
next, that He will not suffer our prayers to 
be in vain or lost. For if He did not intend 
to answer your prayer, He would not bid you 
pray and add such a severe commandment 
to it. 

I n  the second place, me should be the more 
urged aud incited to pray because God has 
also added a promise, and declared that i t  
shall surely be done to  us as we pray, as He 
says Ps.,50, 15: Ca11 upom Me in the day  of 
trouhle: I will deliver thee. And Christ in 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, 7 , 7  : Ask, and it 
shall be giren you. For erery one that  asketh 
receioeth. Such promises ought certainly to 
encourage and kindle our hearts to pray with 
pleasure and delight, since He testifies with 
His [own] word that our prayer is heartily 
pleasing to Him, moreover, that i t  shall as- 
suredly be heard and granted, in order that 
we may not despise i t  or think lightly of it, 
and pray a t  a venture. - Tliis you can hold up to Him and say: 
Here I come, dear Father, and pray, not of 
my own purpose nor upon my own worthiness, 
but a t  Thy commandment and promise, which 
cannot fail or deceive me. Whoever, there- 
fore, does not believe this promise must know 
again that he escites God to anger as a person 
who most highly dishonors Him and re- 
proaches Him with falsehood. 

Besides this, we should be incited and 
drawn to prayer because in addition to this 
commandment and promise God anticipates 
us, and Himself arranges the words and form 
of prayer for us, and places them upon our 
lips as to how and what we should pray, that 
we may See how heartily He pities us in our 
distress, and may never doubt that such 
prayer is pleasing to Him and shall certainly 
be answered; which [the Lord's Prayer] i s  
a great advantage indeed over all other 
prayers that we might compose ourselves. For 
in them the conscience would ever be in doubt 
and say: I have prayed, but who knows how 
i t  pleases Him, or whether I have hit upon 
the right proportions and form? Hence there 
is no nobler prayer to be found upon earth 
than the Lord's Prayer which we daily pray, 
because i t  has this excellent testimony, that 
God loves to hear it, which we ought not to 
surrender for all tbe riches of the world. 

And i t  has been prescribed also for this 
reason that we should See and consider the dis- 
tress which ought to urge and compel us to 
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pray withoiit ceasing. For whoever would 
pray must have something to present, state, 
and name which he desires; if not, i t  can- 
not be called a prayer. 

Therefore we have rightly rejected the 
prayers of monks and priests, who howl and 
growl day and night like fiends; but none of 
them think of praying for a hair's breadth of 
anything. And if we would assemble all the 
churches, together with all ecclesiastics, they 
would be obliged to confess that they have 
nerer from the heart praycd for ewn a drop 
of wine. For none of them has ever purposed 
to pray from obedience to God and faith in 
His promise, nor has any one regarded any 
distress, but (when they had done their best) 
they thought no further than this, to do a 
good work, wherehy they might repay God, as 
being unwilling to take anything from Him, 
but wishing only to give Him something. 

But where there is to be a true prayer, 
there must be earnestness. Men must feel 
their distress, and siich distress as presses 
them and compels them to call and cry out; 
then prayer will be made spontaneously, as 
i t  oiight to be, and men will reqiiire no teach- 
ing how to prepare for i t  and to attain to the 
proper devotion. But the distress which ought 
to concern us most, both as regards ourselves 
and every one, you will find abundantly set 
forth in the Lord's Prayer. Therefore i t  is to 
serve also to remind us of the Same, that we 
contemplate i t  and lay i t  to heart, lest we 
become remiss in prayer. For we all have 
enough that we lack, but the great want is 
that we do not feel nor see it. Therefore 
God also requires that you lament and plead 
such necessities and wants, not because He 
does not know them, but that you may kindle 
yoiir heart to stronger and greater desires, 
and make wide and Open your cloak to receive 
much. 

Therefore, every one of us should accustom 
himaelf from his youth daily to pray for all 
his wants, whenever he is sensible of anything 
affecting his interests or that of other people 
among whom he may live, as for preachers, the 
government, neighbors, domestics, and always 
(as  we have said) to hold up to God His com- 
mandment and promise, knowing that He will 
not have them disregarded. This I say be- 
cause I would like to See these things brought 
home again to thc people that they might 
learn to pray truly, and not go about coldly 
and indifferently, whereby they become daily 
more unfit for prayer; which is just what the 
devil desires, and for what he works with all 
his powers. For he is w ~ l l  aware what dam- 
age and harm i t  does him wlien prayer is in 
proper practise. 

For this we must know, that all our shelter 
and protection rest in prayer alone. For we 
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are far too feeble to cope with the devil and 
all his power aiid adherents that  set them- 
selves against us, and they might easily crush 
us under their feet. Therefore we must con- 
sider and take up those weapons with which 
Chri~tians muut be armed in order to stand 
against the devil. For what do you think has 
hitherto accomplished such great things, has 
checked or qiielled the counsels, purposes, 
murder, and riot of our enemies, whereby the 
devil thought to crush us, together with the 
Gospel, except that the prayer of a few godly 
men intervened like a wall of iron on our 
side? They should else have witnessed a far 
different tragedy, namely, how the devil would 
have destroyed all Germany in its own blood. 
But now they may confidently deride i t  and 
make a mock of i t ;  however, we shall never- 
theless be a match botb for themselves and 
the devil by prayer alone, if we only persevere 
diligently and not become slack. For when- 
ever a godly Christian prays: Dear Father, 
let Thy will be done, God speaks from on high 
and says: Yes, dear child, i t  shell be so, in 
spite of the devil and all the world. 

Let this be said as an exhortation, that men 
may l e ~ r n ,  first of all, to esteem prayer as 
something great and precious, and to make a 
proper distinction between babbling and pray- 
ing for something. For we by no means reject 
prayer. but the bare, useless howling and 
murmuring we reject, as Christ Himself also 
rejects and prohibits long palavers. Now we 
shall niost briefly and clearly treat of the 
Lord's Prayer. Here there is comprehended 
in seven successi~e articles, or petitions, every 
need which never ceases to relate to us, and 
each so great that it  ought to constrain us 
to keep praying i t  all our lives. 

The First Petition. 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

This is, indeed, somewhat obscure, and not 
expressed in good German, for in our mother- 
tongue we would say: Heavenly Father, help 
that by all means Thy name may be holy. 
But what is i t  to pray that His name may be 
holy 7 1s i t  not holy already ? Answer : Yes, 
i t  is always holy in its nature, but in our use 
i t  is not holy. For God's name was given us 
when n c  became Christians and were baptized, 
so that we are callcd children of God and 
have the Sacraments, by which He so incor- 
porates us in Himself that everything which 
is God's must serve for our use. 

Here now the great need exists for which 
we ought to be most concerned, that this name 
have its proper honor, be esteemed holy and 
sublime as the greatest treasure and sanctiurry 
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that we have; and that as godly children 
we pray that the name, of God, which is al- 
ready holy in heaven, may also be and remain 
holy with us upon earth and in all the world. 

But how does i t  become holy among us? 
Answer, as plainly as i t  can be said: When 
both our doctrine and life are godly and 
Christian. For since in this prayer we call 
God our Father, i t  is our duty always to de- 
port and demean ourselves as godly children, 
that He may not receive shame, but honor and 
praise from us. 

Sow the name of God is profaned by iis 
either in words or in works. (Par whatever 
we do upon the earth must be either words or 
works, Speech or act.) In the first place, then, 
i t  is profaned when men preach, teach, and 
speak in the name of God what is false and 
misleading, so that His name must serve 
to  adorn and to find a market for falsehood. 
That is, indeed, the greatest profanation and 
dishonor of tlie divine name. Furthermore, 
also when men, by swearing, cursing, con- 
juring, etc., grossly abuse the holy name as 
a cloak for their shame. I n  the second place, 
also by an openly wiclted life and works, when 
those who are called Christians and the people 
of God are adulterers, drunkards, misers, en- 
vious, and slanderers. Here again must the 
name of God come to shame and be profaned 
because of us. Por just as it is a shame and 
disgrace to a natural father to have a bad, 
perverse child that opposes him in words and 
deeds, so that on its account he suffers con- 
tempt and reproacli, so also i t  brings dishonor 
upon God if we who are called by His name 
and have all manner of goods from Him teach, 
speak, and live in any other manner except 
as godly and heavenly children, so that people 
say of us that we must be not God's, but the 
devil's children. 

Shus you see that in this petition we 
pray just for that which God demands in i 

the Second Commandment; namely, that His 
name be not taken in vain to swear, curse, 
lie, deceive, etc., but be usefully employed to 
the praise and honor of God. Por whoever 
employs the name of God for any sort of 
wrong profanes and desecrates this holy name, 
as aforetime a church was considered dese- 
crated when a murder or any other crime had 
been committed in it, or when a pyx or relic 
was desecrated, as being holy in themselves, 
yet become unholy in use. Thus this point is 
easy and clear if only the language is under- 
stood, that to hallow is the Same as in our 
idiom to praise, magnify, and honor both in 
word and deed. 

Here, now, learn how great need there is of 
such prayer. For because we see how full the 
world is of eects and false teachers, who all 
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wear the holy name as a Cover and sham 
for their doctrines of devils, we ought by all 
means to pray without ceasing, and to cry 
and call upon God against all such as preach 
and believe falsely and whatever opposes and 
persecutes our Gospel and pure doctrine, and 
would suppress it, as bishops, tyrants, enthu- 
uiasts, etc. Likewise also for ourselves who 
have the Word of God, but are not thankful 
for it, nor live as we ought according to the 
Same. If now you pray for this with your 
heart, you can be sure that i t  pleases God; 
for He will not hear anything more dear to 
Him than that His honor and praise is ex- 
alted above everything ehe, and His Word 
is taught in its purity and is esteemed pre- 
cious and dear. 

The  Second Petition. 

Thy kingdom come. 

As we prayed in the First Petition concern- 
ing the honor and name of God that He would 
prevent the world from adorning its lies and 
wickedness with it, biit cause i t  to be esteemed 
sublime and holy both in doctrine and life, so 
that He may be praised and magnified in us, 
80 here we pray that His kingdom also may 
come. But just as the name of God is in 
itself holy, and we pray nevertheless that i t  
be holy among us, so also His kingdom Comes 
of itself, withoiit our prayer, yet we pray 
nevertheless that it  may come to us, that is, 
prevail among us and with us, so that we 
may be a part of those among whom His 
name is hallowed and His kingdom prospers. 

But what is the kingdom of God? Answer: 
Nothing else than what we learned in the 
Creed, that God sent His Son Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, into the world to redeem and deliver 
us from the power of the devil, and to bring 
us to Himself, and to govern us as a King of 
righteousness, life, and Salvation against sin, 
death, and an evil conscience, for which end 
He has also bestowed His Holy Ghost, who is 
to bring these things home to us by His holy 
Word, and to illumine and strengthen us in 
the fait.h by His power. 

Therefore we pray here in the firsg place 
that this may become effective with us, and 
that His name be so praised through the holy 
Word of God and a Christian life that both 
we who have accepted i t  may abide and daily 
grow therein, and that it  may gain approba- 
tion and adherence among other people and 
proceed with power throughout the world, that 
many may find entrance into the Kingdom of 
Grace, be made partakers of redemption, be- 
ing led thereto by the Holy Ghost, in order 
that thus we may all together remain forever 
in the one kingdom now begun. 

For the coming of God's Kingdom to us 
occurs in two ways; first, here in time 
through the Word and faith; and secondly. 
in eternity forever through revelation. Now 
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we pray for both these things, that i t  may 
come to those who are not yet in it, and, by 
daily increase, to us who have received the 
same, and hereafter in eternal life. All this 
is nothing else than saying: Dem Father, we 
pray, give us first Thy Word, that the Gospel 
be preached properly throughout the world; 
and secondly, that i t  be received in faith, and 
work and live in us, so that through the Word 
and the power of tlie Holy Ghost Thy king- 
dom rnay prevail among us, and the kingdom 
of the devil be put down, that he may have 
no right or power over us, until a t  last i t  
shall be utterly destroyed, and sin, death, and 
hell shall be exterminated, that we may live 
forever in perfect righteousness and blessed- 
11888. 

From this you perceive that we pray here 
not for a crnst of bread or a temporal, per- 
ishable good, but for an eternal inestimable 
treasure and everything that God Himself 
possesses; which is far too great for any 
human heart to think of desiring if He had 
not Himself commanded us to pray for the 
same. But because He is God, He also claims 
the honor of giving much more and more 
ahundantly than any one can comprehend, - 
like an eternal, unfailing fountain, which, the 
more i t  pours forth and overflows, the more 
it  continues to give, - and He desires nothing 
more earnestly of us than that we ask much 
and great things of Him, and again is angry 
if we do not ask and pray confidently. 

For just as when the richest and most 
mighty emperor would bid a poor beggar ask 
whatever he might desire, and were ready to 
give great imperial presents, and the fool 
would beg only for a dish of gruel, he would 
be rightly considered a rogue and a scoundrel, 
who treated the command of his imperial 
majesty as a jest and Sport, and was not 
worthy of coming into his presence: so also 
it  is a great reproach and dishonor to God 
if we, to whom He offers and pledges so many 
unspeakable treasures, despise the same, or 
have not the confidence to receive them, but 
scarcely venture to pray for a piece of bread. 

Al1 this is the fault of the shamefiil un- 
belief which does not look to God for as much 
good as will satisfy the stomach, much less ex- 
pects without doubt such eternal treasures of 
God. Therefore we must strengthen ourselves 
against it, and let tliis be our first prayer; 
then, indeed, we shall have all else in abun- 
dance, as Christ teaches [Matt. 6, 331 : Beek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, and oll these things shall be added 
unto you. For how could He allow us to 
suffer want and to he straitened in temporal 
things when He promises that which is eternal 
and imperishable? 
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The Third Petition. 
Thy will be done on earth a s  i t  i s  in heaven. 

Thus far we iiave prayed that  God's name 
be honored by iis, and that  His kingdom pre- 
vail among us;  in which two points is  com- 
prehended all  t ha t  pertains to the honor of 
God and to  our salvation, t ha t  we receive as  
our own God and a l l  His richcs. Biit now 
a need just as  great arises, namely, that we 
firmly keep them, and do not suffer ourselves 
to be torn therefrom. For a s  in a good gov- 
ernment i t  is not only iieceusary that  there be 
those who build and govern well, but also 
those who make defense, afford protection and 
maintain i t  firmly, so here lilrewise, although 
we have prayed for the greatest need, for the 
Gospel, faith, and the Holy Ghost, that  He 
may govern us and redeem us from the power 
of the devil, me must also pray tha t  His will 
be done. For there will be happenings quite 
Strange if we are to abide thereiii, a s  we shall 
have to  suffer many thrusts and blows on tha t  
account from everything tha t  ventures to op- 
Pose and prevent the fulfilment of the tmo 
petitions tha t  precede. 

For no one believes how the devil opposes 
and resists them, and cannot suffer t ha t  any 
one teach or believe aright. And i t  hur ts  him 
beyond measure to  suffer his lies and abom- 
inations, t ha t  have been honored under the 
most specious pretexts of the divine name, to  
be exposed, and to be disgraced himself, and, 
besides, be driven out of the heart, and suffer 
such a breach to be made in his kingdom. 
Therefore he chafes and rages a s  a fierce 
enemy with all his power and might, and 
marshals all his siibjects, and, in addition, 
enlists the world and our own flesh as  his 
allies. For our flesh is in itself indolent and 
inclined to evil, even though we have accepted 
and believe the Word of God. The world, 
however, is  perverse and wicked; this he in- 
cites against us, fans and stirs the fire, t ha t  
he may hinder and drive us back, cause us to  
fall, and again bring us under his power. 
Such is all his will, mind, and thoiight, for 
which he strives day and night, and never 
rests a moment, employing all arts, wiles, 
ways, and means whichever he can invent. 

If we would be Christians, therefore, we 
must siirely expect and reckon upon having 
the devil with all his angels and the world 
as  our enemies, who will bring every possible 
misfortune and grief upon us. For where the 
Word of God is preached, accepted, o r  be- 
lieved, and prodiices fruit, there the holy cross 
cannot be wanting. And let no one think tha t  
he shall have peace; but he must risk what- 
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ever lie has upon earth - possessions, honor, 
house and estate, wife and children, body and 
life. Xow, this hurts our flesh and the old 
Adam; for the test is to be steadfast and 
to suffer with patience in whatever way we 
are assailed, and to let go whatever is taken 
from iis. 

Hence tliere is just as  great need, as in 
all the others, that  we pray withoiit ceasing: 
"Dear Father, Thy will be done, not the will 
of the debil and of our enemies, nor of any- 
thing that would persecute and siippreos Thy 
holy Word or hinder Thy kingdom; and grant 
that  we may bear with patience and overcome 
whatever is to be endured on that  account, 
lest oiir poor flesh yield or fall away from 
weakness or sluggishness." 

Behold, thus we have in these three peti- 
tions, in the simplest manner, the need which 
relates to God Himself, yet all for our sakes. 
For whatever we pray concerns only iis, 
namely, as  we have said, that what must be 
done anyway without us, may also be done 
in us. For as His name miist be hallowed and 
His kingdom come without oiir prayer, so also 
His will miist be done and sueceed, nlthough 
the devil with all his adherents raise a great 
tumult, are angry and rage againqt it, and 
undertake to exterminate the Gospel utterly. 
But for oiir own sakes we must pray that  
even against their fury His will be done with- 
out hindrance also among us, that  they may 
not be able to accomplish anything and we 
remain firm against all vi6lence and persecu- 
tion, and siibmit to auch will of God. 

Such prayer, then, is to be our protection 
and defense now, is to repcl and put down all 
that  the devil, Pope, bishops, tyrants, and 
heretics cap do against our Gospel. Let them 
all rage and attempt their utmost, and de- 
liberate and resolve Iiow they may suppress 
and exterminate us, that their will and coun- 
sel may prevail: over and against this one 
or two Christians with this petition alone 
shall be oiir wall against whieh they shall 
riin and dash themselves to pieces. This con- 
solatioii and confidence we have, that  the will 
and purpose of the devil and of all our en- 
emies shall and miist fail and come to naught, 
however proud, secure, and powerful they 
know themselves to be. For if their will were 
not broken and hindered, the kingdom of God 
could not abide on earth nor His name be 
halloaed. 

T h e  F o u r t h  Petit ion. 

Gire us this day our daily brertd. 

Here, now, we consider the poor bread- 
basket, the necessaries of our body and of the 
temporal life. It is a brief and simple word, 
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biit i t  has a very wide scope. Por when you 
mention and pray for daily bread, you pray for 
everything that is necessary in order to have 
and enjoy daily bread and, 011 the other hand, 
against ererything which interferes with it. 
Therefore you must Open wide and extend 
your thoughts not onlp to the oven or the 
floiir-bin, but to the distant field and the en- 
tire land, a hich bears and brings to us daily 
bread and every sort of sustenance. For if 
God did not cause it  to grow, and bless and 
preserve i t  in the field, we could never take 
bread from the oven or have any to set upon 
the table. 

To comprise i t  briefly, this petition includea 
everything that belongs to oiir entire life in 
the world. because on that account alone do 
we need daily bread. Now for our life it  is 
not only necessary that our body have food 
and covering and other necessaries, but also 
that we spend oiir days in peace and quiet 
among tlie people with whom we live and have 
intercourse in daily business and conversation 
and all sorts of doings, in short, whatever per- 
tains both to the domestic and to the neigh- 
borly or civil relation and government. For 
where these two things are hindered [inter- 
cepted and disturbedl that they do not pros- 
per as they oiight, the neceasaries of life also 
are impeded, so that ultimately life cannot 
be maintained. And there is, indeed, the 
greatest need to pray for temporal authority 
and government, as that by wliich most of all 
God preserves to us our daily bread and all 
the comforts of this life. Por though we have 
received of God all good things in abundance, 
we are not able to retain any of them or use 
them in security and happincss, if He did not 
give us a permanent and peaceful government. 
For where there are dissension, strife, and 
war, there the daily bread is already taken 
away, or a t  least checked. 

Therefore i t  would be very proper to place 
in the coat-of-arma of every pious prince a 
loaf of bread instead of a lion, or a wreath 
of rue, or to stamp i t  upon the coin, to re- 
mind both them and their subjects that by 
their office we have protection and peace, and 
that without them we could not eat and re- 
tain our daily bread. Therefore they are also 
worthy of all Iionor, that we give to them for 
their office what we ought and can, as to thoae 
through whom we enjoy in peace and quiet- 
ness what we have, because otherwise we 
would not keep a farthing; and that, in ad- 
dition, me also pray for them that through 
them God may bestow on us the more blessing 
and good. 

Let this be a very brief explanation and 
sketch, showing how far this petition extends 
through all conditions on earth. Of this any 
one might indeed make a long prayer, and 
with niany words enumerate all the things 
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that are included therein, as that we pray 
God to give us food and drink, clothing, house, 
and home, and health of body; also that He 
cause the grain and fruits of the field to grow 
and mature well; furthermore, that He help 
us a t  home towards good housekeeping, that 
He give and preserve to u3 a godly wife, chil- 
dren, and servants, that  He cause our work, 
trade, or whatever we are engaged in to 
prosper and succeed, favor us with faithful 
neighbors and good friends, etc. Likewise, 
that He give to emperors, kings, and all 
estates, and especially to the r u l e r ~  of our 
country and to all counselors, magistrates, 
and officers, wisdom, strength, and success 
that they may govern well and vanquish the 
Turks and all enemies; to subjects and the 
coinmon people, obedience, peace, and harmony 
in tlieir life with one another; and on the 
other hand, that He would preserve us from 
all sorts of calamity to body and livelihood, 
as lightning, hail, fire, flood, poison, pestilence, 
cattle-plague, war and bloodshed, famine, de- 
structive beasts, wicked men, etc. All this it 
is well to impress upon the simple, namely, 
that these things come from God, and must be 
prayed for by us. 

But this petition is especially directed also 
against oiir chief enemy, the devil. For all 
his thought and desire is to deprive us of all 
that we have from God, or to hinder i t ;  and 
he is not satisfied to obstruct and destroy 
spiritual goveriiment in leading souls astray 
by his lies and bringing them under his 
power, but he also prevents and hinders the 
stability of all government and honorable, 
peaceable relations on earth. There he causes 
so much contention, murder, sedition, and war, 
also liglitning and hail to destroy grain and 
cattle, to poison the air, etc. I n  short, he is 
sorry that any one has a morse1 of bread from 
God and eats i t  in peace; and if i t  were in 
his power, and our prayer (next to God) did 
not prevent him, we would not keep a straw 
in the field, a farthing in the house, yea, not 
even our life for an hour, especially those who 
have the Word of God and would like to be 
Christians. 

Behold, tlius God wishes to indicate to us 
how He cares for us in all our need, and faith- 
fully provides also for our temporal Support. 
And although He abundantly grants and pre- 
serves these things even to the wicked and 
knaves, yet He wishes that we pray for them, 
in order that  we may recognize that  we re- 
ceive them from His hand, and may feel His 
paternal goodness toward us therein. For 
wlieii He witlidraws His liand, nothing can 
prosper nor be maintaiiied in the end, as, iii- 
deed, we daily See and experience. How much 
trouble there is now in tlie world only on 
account of bad coin, yea, on account of daily 

Concoräia Triglotta. 



The Large Catechism. The Lord's Prayer, Fifth Petition. 

oppression and raising of prices in common 
trade, bargaining and labor on the part of 
tliose who wantonly oppress the poor and de- 
prive them of their daily bread! This we 
must suffer indeed; but let them take care 
that they do not lose the common intercession, 
and beware lest this petition in the Lord's 
Prayer be against them. 

The  F i f t h  Petition. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as  we for- 
give those who trespass against us. 

This part now relates to our poor miserable 
life, which, although we have and believe tlie 
Word of God, and do itnd submit to His will, 
and are supported by His gifts and blessings, 
is nevertheless not without sin. For we still 
stumble daily and transgress because we live 
in the world among men who do us much 
harm arid give us cause for impatience, anger, 
revenge, etc. Besides, we have Satan a t  our 
back. mho sets upon us on every side, and 
fights (as  we have heard) against all the 
foregoing petitions, so that i t  is not possible 
always to stand firm in such a persistent 
conflict. 

Therefore there is here again great need to 
call upon God and to pray: Dear Father, for- 
give U.; our trespasses. Xot as though He did 
not forgive sin without and even before our 
prayer (for He has given us the Gospel, in 
which is pure forgiveness before we prayed or 
ever thought about i t ) .  But this is to the 
intent tliat wt, may reeognize and accept such 
forgiveness. Por since the flesh in which we 
daily live is of such a nature that i t  neither 
trusts nor believes God, and is ever active in 
evil lusts and deviecs, so that we sin daily in 
word and dced, by commission and omission, 
by which the conscience is thrown into unrest, 
so that i t  is afraid of the wrath and dis- 
pleasure of God, and thus loses the comfort 
and eonfidenee derived from the Gospel; there- 
fore i t  is ceaselessly necessary that we run 
hithef and obtain consolation to comfort the 
conscience a g a m  

But this should serve God's purpose of 
breabing our pride and keeping us liumble. 
For in case any one should boast of his god- 
liness nnd despise others, God lias reserved 
this prerogative to Himself, that the Person 
is to consider himself and place this prayer 
before his eyes, and lie will find that he is no 
better than others, and that in the presenee 
of God all must lower their plumes, and be 
glad that they can attain forgiveness. And 
let no one think that as long as we live here 
he can reach such a position that he will not 
need such forgiveness. In  sliort, if God does 
not forgive W-ithout ceasing, we are lost. 

I t  is tlierrfore the intent of this petition 
that God woiild not regard our sins and hold 
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up to us what we daily deseive, but would 
deal graciously with iis, and forgive, as He 
has promised, and thus grant us a joyful and 
confident conscience to stand before Hirn in 
prayer. For where the heart is not in right 
relation towards God, nor can take such con- 
fidence, it  will nevermore venture to pray. 
But such a confident and joyful heart can 
spring from nothing else than the [certainl 
knowledge of the forgiveness of sin. 

But there is here attached a necessary, yet 
consolatory addition: As we forgive. He has 
promised that we shall be Sure that every- 
tliing is forgiven and pardoned, yet in the 
nianner tliat we also forgive our neiglibor. 
For jiist as we daily sin much against God, 
and yet He forgives everything through grace, 
so we. too, must ever forgive our neighbor 
who does us injury, violence, and wrong, 
shows malice toward us, etc. If, therefore, 
you da not forgive, then da not think that 
God forgives you; but if you forgive, you 
have this consolation and assurance, that you 
are forgiven in heaven, not on account of your 
forgiving, - for God forgives freely and with- 
out condition, out of pure grace, because He 
has so promised, as tlie Gospel teaches, - 
but in order that He rnay set this up for our 
confirniation and assurance for a sigii along- 
side of the promise which accords with this 
prayer, Luke 6, 37: Forgive, and ye shall be 
forgiven. Therefore Christ also repeats i t  
soon after the Lord's Prayer, and says, Matt. 
6, 14: For if ye forgive rnen their t~espasses, 
your heavenly Pather will also forgive you, etc. 

This sign is therefore attached to this pe- 
tition, that, when we pray, we remember the 
promise and reflect thus: Dear Pather, for 
this reason I come and pray Tliee to forgive 
me, not that I can make satisfaction, or can 
merit anything by my works, But because 
Thou hast promised and attached tlie seal 
thereto that I should be as Sure as though 
I had absolution pronounced by Thyself. For 
as mucli as Baptism and tlie Lord's Supper, 
appointed as external signs, effect, so mucli 
also this sign can effect to confirm our con- 
sciences and cause them to rejoice. And i t  is 
especially given for this purpose, that we 
might use and practise i t  every hour, as a 
thing that we have with us a t  all times. 

The Sixth Petition. 

And lead us not into temptation. 

We have now heard enough what toil and 
labor is required to retain all that for which 
we pray, and to persevere therein, which, how- 
ever, is not achieved without infirmities and 
stumbling. Besides, although we have re- 
ceived forgiveness and a good conscience and 
are entirely aequitted, yet is our life of such 

, a nature that one stands to-day and to-morrow 
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falls. Therefore, even though we be godly now 
and stand before God with a good conscience, 
we must pray again that He would not suffer 
us to relapse and yield to trials and temp- 
tations. 

Temptation, however, or (as our Saxons in 
olden times used to call i t )  Bekoerunge, is of 
three kinds, namely, of the flesh, of the world, 
and of the devil. For in the flesh we dwell 
and carry the old Adam about our neck, 
who exerts himself and incites us daily to 
inchastity, laziness, gluttony and drunken- 
ness, avarice and deception, to defraud our 
neighbor and to overcharge him, and, in short, 
to all manner of evil Iiists which cleave to us 
by nature, and to which we are incited by the 
society, example and what we hear and See of 
other people, which often wound and inflame 
even an innocent heart. 

Next comes the world, which offends us in 
word and deed, and impels us to anger and 
impatience. I n  short, there is nothing 'but 
hatred and envy, enmity, violence and wrong, 
unfaithfulness, vengeance, cursing, raillery, 
slander, pride and haughtiness, with super- 
fluous finery, honor, fame, and power, where 
no one is willing to be the least, but every 
one desires to sit  a t  the head and to be seen 
before all. 

Then comes the devil, inciting and provok- 
ing in all directions, but especially agitating 
matters that concern the conscience and spirit- 
ual affairs, namely, to induce us to despise 
and disregard both the Word and works of 
God, to tear us away from faith, hope, and 
love, and bring us into misbelief, false secu- 
rity, and obduracy, or, on the other hand, to 
despair, denial of God, blasphemy, and in- 
numerable other shocking things. These are 
indeed snares and nets, yea, real fiery darts 
which are shot most venomously into the 
heart, not by flesh and blood, but by the 
devil. 

Great and grievoiis, indeed, are these dan- 
gers and temptations which every Christian 
must bear, even though each one were alone 
by himself, so that every hour that we are 
in this vile life where we are attacked on all 
sides, chased and hunted down, we are moved 
to cry out and to pray that God would not 
suffer us to become weary and faint and to 
relapse into sin, shame, and unbelief. For 
otherwise i t  is impossible to overcome even 
the least temptation. 

This, then, is kading us not into tempta- 
tion, to wit, when He gives us power and 
strength to  resist, the temptation, however, 
not being taken away or removed. For while 
we live in the flesh and have the devil about 
us, no one can escape temptation and allure- 
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ments; and it cannot be otherwise than that  
we must endure trials, gea, be engulfed in 
them; but we pray for this, that  we may 
not fall and be drowned in them. 

To feel temptation is therefore a far dif- 
ferent thing from consenting or yielding to it. 
We must all  feel it, although not all in the 
same manner, but some in a greater degree 
and more severely than othera; as, the young 
suffer especially from the flesh, afterwards, 
they that attain to middle life and old age, 
from the world, biit others who are occupied 
with spiritual mattem, that  is, strong Chris- 
tiann. from the deril. But such feeling, as  
long as i t  is against our will and we woiild 
rather be rid of it, can harm no one. For 
if we did not feel it, i t  could not be called 
a temptation. But to consent thereto is when 
we give i t  the reins and do not resist or pray 
against it. 

Therefore we Christians must be armed and 
daily expect to be incessantly attacked, in 
order that no one may go on in security and 
heedlessly, as  though the devil were far from 
us, but a t  all times expect and parry his 
blows. For though I am now chaste, patient, 
kind, and in firm faith, the deril will this 
very hour send such an arrow into my heart 
that I can scarcely stand. For he is an enemy 
that never desists nor becomes tired, so that 
when one temptation ceases, there always 
arise others and fresh ones. 

Accordingly, there is no help or comfort 
except to  run hither and to take hold of the 
Lord's Prayer, and thus speak to God from 
the heart: Dear Father, Thou hast bidden me 
pray; let me not relapse because of temp- 
tations. Then you will See that they must 
desist, and finally acknowledge themselves 
conquered. Else if you renture to help your- 
self by your own thoughts and counsel, you 
will only make the matter worse and give the 
devil more space. For he has a serpent's 
head, which if i t  gain an opening into which 
he can slip, tlie whole body will follow with- 
out check. But prayer can prevent him and 
drive him back. 

T h e  Seventh a n d  Las t  Petit ion. 

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

In the Greek text this petition reads thus: 
Deliver or preserve us from the Evil One, or 
the Malicious One; and i t  looks as  if He were 
speaking of the devil, a s  though He would 
comprehend everything in one, so that  the 
entire substance of all our prayer is directed 
against our chief enemy. For it is he who 
hinders among us everything that we pray 
for: the name or honor of God, God's king- 
dom and will, our daily bread, a cheerful good 
conscience, etc. 

Therefore we finally sum i t  all up and say: 
Dear Father, pray, help that we be rid of all 
these calamities. But there is nerertheless 
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also included whatever evil may happen to us 
under the devil's kingdom - poverty, shame, 
death, and, in short, all the agonizing misery 
a ~ i d  heartache of which there is such an un- 
numbered multitude on the earth. For since 
the deiil is not only a liar, but also a mur- 
derer, he constantly seeks our life, and wreaks 
his anger whenever he can afflict our bodies 
with misfortune and harm. Hence it  Comes 
that he often breaks men's necks or drives 
them to insanity, drowns some, and incites 
man7 to commit suicide, and to many other 
terrible calamities. Therefore there is noth- 
ing for 11s to do upon earth but to pray 
against this arch-enemy without ceasing. For 
unless God preserved us, we would not be Safe 
from him eren for an hour. 

Hence yoii See again how God wishes us to 
pray to Him also for all the things which 
affect our bodily interests, so that we seek 
and cxpect help nowhere else except in Him. 
But this matter He has put last; for if we 
are to be preserved and delivered from all 
evil, the name of God must first be hallowed 
in us, His kingdom must be with us, and His 
will be done. After that He will finally pre- 
serve us from sin and shame, and, besides, 
from everything that may hurt or injure us. 

Thus God has briefly placed before us all 
the distress which may ever come upon us, so 
that  we might have no.excuse whatever for 
not praying. But all depends upon this, that 
we learn also to say Amen, that is, that we 
do not doubt that our prayer is surely heard, 
and [what we pray] shall be done. For this 
is nothing else than the word of undoubting 
faith, which does not pray a t  a venture, but 
knows that God does not lie to him, since He 
has promised to grant it. Therefore, where 
there is no such faith, there cannot be true 
prayer either. 

I t  is, therefore, a pernicious delusion of 
those who pray in such a manner that they 
dare not from the heart say yea and positively 
conclude that God hears them, but remain in 
doubt and say, How ehould I be so bold as to 
boast that God hears my prayer? For I am 
but a poor sinner, etc. 

The reason for this is, they regard nob the 
promise of God, but their own work and 
worthiness, whereby they despise God and 
reproach Him with lying, and therefore they 
receive nothing. As St. James says [l,  61 : 
But let Mm ask in faith, nothing wavering; 
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, 
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not 
that man think that he shall receive anything 
of the Lord. Behold, such importance God 
attaches to the fact that we are Sure we do 
not pray in vain, and that we do not in any 
way despise our prayer. 
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Part Fourth. 
-- 

OF BAPTISM. 

We have now finished tlie three chief parts 
of the common Christian doctrine. Besides 
these we have yet to speak of our two Sacra- 
ments instituted by Christ, of which also 
every Christian ought to have a t  least an 
ordinary, brief instruction, because without 
them there can be no Christian; although, 
alas ! hitherto no instruction concerning them 
has been given. But, in the first place, we 
take up Baptism, by which we are first re- 
ceived into the Christian Church. However, 
in order tliat i t  may be readily understood, 
we will treat of i t  in an orderly manner, and 
keep only to that which i t  is necessary for us 
to know. For how i t  is to be maintained and 
defended against heretics and sects we will 
commend to the learned. 

In  the first place, me must above all things 
know well the words upon which Baptism is 
founded, and to which everything refers that 
is to be said on the subject, namely, where 
the Lord Christ speaks in the last chapter of 
Matthew V. 19 : 

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Likewise ip St. Mark, tlie last chapter, v. 16: 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. 

In these words you must note, in the first 
place, that here stand God's commandment 
and institution, lest we doubt that Baptism is 
divine, not devised nor invented by men. For 
as truly as I can say, No man has spun the 
Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's 
Prayer out of his head, but they are revealed 
and given by God Himself, so also I can boast 
that Baptism is no human trifle, but insti- 
tuted by God Himself, moreover, that i t  is 
most solemnly arid strictly commanded that 
we must be baptized or we cannot be saved, 
lest any one regard it as a trifling matter, like 
putting on a new red coat. For i t  is of the 
greatest importance that we esteem Baptism 
excellent, glorious, and exalted, for which we 
contend and fight chiefly, because the world 
is now so full of sects clamoring that Baptism 
is an external thing, and that external things 
are of no benefit. But let i t  be ever so much 
an external thing, here stand God's Word and 
comniand which institute, establish, and con- 
firm Baptism. But what God institutes and 
commands cannot be a vain, but must be a 
most precious thing, though in appearance i t  
were of less value than a straw. If hitherto 
people could consider i t  a great thing when 
the Pope with his letters and bulls dispensed 
indiilgences and confirmed altars and churches, 
solely because of the letters and seals, we 
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ought to esteem Baptism much more highly 
and more precious, because God has com- 
manded it, and, besides, i t  is performed in 
His name. For these are the words, Go ye, 
baptize; however, not in your name, but in 
the name of God. 

For to be baptized in  the name of God 
is to be baptized not by men, but by God 
Himself. Therefore, although i t  is performed 
by human hands, i t  is nevertheless truly God's 
own work. From this fact every one may 
himself readily infer that i t  is a far higher 
work than any work performed by a man or 
a saint. For what work greater than the 
work of God can we do? 

But here the devil is busy to delude us with 
false appearances, and lead us away from the 
work of God to our own works. For there is 
a much more splendid appearance when a Car- 
thusian does many great and difficult works; 
and we all think much more of that which we 
do and merit ourselves. But the Scriptures 
teach thus: Even thoiigh we collect in one 
mass the works of all the monks, however 
splendidly they may shine, they wouId not be 
as noble and good as if God should pick up 
a straw. Why? Because the person is nobler 
and better. Here, then, we must not estimate 
the person according to the works, but the 
works according to the person, from whom 
they must derive their nobility. But insane 
reason will not regard this, and because Bap- 
tism does not shine like tlie works which we 
do, i t  is to be esteemed as nothing. 

Prom this now learn a proper understand- 
ing of the subject, and how to answer the 
question what Baptism is, namely thus, that 
i t  is not mere ordinary water, but water com- 
preheiided in God's Word and command, and 
sanctified thereby, so that i t  is nothing else 
than a divine water; not that tlie water in 
itself is nobler than other water, but that 
God's Word and command are added. 

Thereiore i t  is pure wickedness and blas- 
phemy of tlie devil that now our new Spirits, 
to mock a t  Baptism, omit from i t  God's Word 
and institution, and look upon i t  in no other 
way than as water which is taken from the 
well, and then blather and say: How is a 
handful of water to help the soul? Aye, my 
friend, who does not know that water iq water 
if tearing things asunder is what we are after? 
But how dare you thus interfere with God's 
order, and tear away the most precious treas- 
ure witli which God has connected and en- 
closed it, and which He will not have sepa- 
rated? For the kerne1 in the water is God's 
Word or command and the name of God, 
which is a treasure greater and nobler than 
heaven and earth. 

Comprehend the difference, then, that Bap- 
tism is quite another thing than all other 
water; not on accoiint of the natural quality, 
but because something more noble is here 
ndded; for God Himself stakes His lionor, 
His power and might on it. Therefore i t  is 
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not oniy natural water, but a divine, heavenly, 
holy, and blessed water, and in whatever 0 t h  
terms we can praise it, - aii On account 0f 

the Word, which is a heavenly, holy Ward, 
that no one can su5ciently ewtol, for i t  has, 
and is able to do, all that God is and can do 
[since i t  has all the virtue and power of God 
comprised in it]. Hence also i t  derives its 
essence as  a Sacrament, as  St. Augustine also 
taught: Accedat verbum ad elementuw et fit 
sacramentum. That is, when the Word is 
joined to the element or natural substance, 
it  becomes a Sacrament, that is, a holy and 
divine matter and sign. 

Therefore we always teach that the Sacra- 
ments and all external things which God or- 
dains and institutes should not be regarded 
according to the coarse, external mask, as we 
regard the shell of a nut, but as the Word 
of God is included therein. For thus we also 
speak of the parental estate and of civil gov- 
ernment. If we propose to regard them in 
as far as they have noses, eyes, skin, and hair, 
flesh and bones, they look like Turks and 
heathen, and some one might start up and 
say: Why should I esteem them more than 
others? But because the commandment is 
added: Honor thy  father and thy mother, 
I behold a different man, adorned and clothed 
with the majesty and glory of God. The 
commandment (I say) is the chain of gold 
about his neck, yea, the crown upon his head, 
which shows to me how and why one must 
honor this flesh and blood. 

Thus, and much more even, you must honor 
Baptism and esteem it glorious on account of 
the Word, since He Himself has honored i t  
both by words and deeds; moreover, con- 
firmed it with miracles from heaven. For do 
you think i t  was a jest that, when Christ 
was baptized, the heavens were opened and 
the Holy Ghost descended visibly, and every- 
thing was divine glory and majesty P 

Therefore I exhort again that these two, 
the water and the Word, by no means be 
separated from one another and parted. For 
if the Word is separated from it, the water 
is the Same as that with which the servant 
cooks, and may indeed be called a bath-keeper's 
baptism. But when it is added, as  God has 
ordained, i t  is a Sacrament, and is called 
Christ-baptism. Let this be the first part, 
regarding the essence and dignity of the holy 
Sacrament. 

In  the second place, since we know now 
what Baptism is, and how i t  is to be regarded, 
we miist also learn why and for what purpose 
i t  is instituted; that is, what it  profits, gives, 
and works. And this also we cannot discern 
better than from the words of Christ aborc 
quoted: He that believeth and i s  baptized 
shall be saved. Therefore state i t  most simply 
thus, that the power, work, profit, fruit, and 
end of Baptism is this, namely, to save. For 
no one is baptized in order that he may be- 
come a prince, but, as the words declare, that 
he be saved. But to be sared, we know, is 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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nothing else than to be delivered from sin, 
death, and the devil, and to enter into the 
kingdom of Christ, and to live with Hirn 
forerer. 

Here you See again how highly and pre- 
cious we should esteem Baptism, because in 
i t  we 'obtain such an unspeakable treasure, 
which also indicates sufficiently that i t  can- 
not be ordinary mere water. For mere water 
could not do such a thing, biit the Word does 
it, and (as said above) the fact that the name 
of God is comprehended therein. But where 
the name of God is, there must be nlso life 
and salvation, that i t  may indeed be called 
a divine, blessed, fruitful, and gracious water; 
for by the Word such power is imparted to 
Baptism that i t  is a laver of regeneration, as 
St. Paiil also calls it, Titus 3, 5. 

But as our woiild-be wise, new Spirits as- 
sert that  faith alone saves, and that works 
and external things avail nothing, we answer: 
I t  is true, indeed, that nothing in us is of 
any avail but faith, as we shall hear still 
further. But these blind guides are unwill- 
ing to See this, namely, that faith must hare 
something which i t  believes, that is, of which 
i t  takes hold, and upon which i t  stands and 
rests. Thus faith clings to the water, and 
believes that i t  is Baptism, in which there 
is pure salvation and life; not through the 
water (as we have sufficiently stated), but 
through the fact that it is embodied in the 
Word and institution of God, and the name of 
God inheres in i t .  Now, if I believe this, what 
else is i t  than believing in God as in Him 
who lias given and planted His Word into 
this ordinance, and proposes to us this ex- 
ternal thing wherein we may apprehend such 
a treasure ? 

Now, they are so mad as to separate faith, 
and that to which faith clings and is bound, 
though it  be something external. Yea, i t  shall 
and must be something external, that i t  may 
be apprehended by the senses, and understood 
and thereby be brought into the heart, as in- 
deed the entire Gospel is an external, verbal 
preacliing. In short, what God does and works 
in us He proposes to work through such ex- 
ternal ordinances. Wherever, therefore. He 
speaks, yea, in whichever direction or by 
whatever means He speaks, thither faith must 
look, and to that i t  must hold. Now here we 
liave the words: He that belkveth and i s  
baptized shall be saved. To what else do they 
refer than to Baptism, that is, to the water 
comprehended in God's ordinance? Hence it  
follows that whoever rejects Baptism rejects 
the Word of God, faith, and Christ, who di- 
rects us thither and binds us to Baptism. 

In the third place, since we have learned 
tlie great benefit and power of Baptism, let 
us see further who is the Person that receives 
what Baptisni gives and profits. This is again 
most beautifully and clearly expressed in the 
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words: He that believeth and i s  baptized 
shall be saved. That is, faith alone makes 
the Person worthy to receive profitably the 
saving, divine water. For, since these bless- 
ings are liere presented and promised in the 
words in and with the water, they cannot be 
received in ang other way than by believing 
them witli the heart. Without faith it profits 
nothing, notwithstanding i t  is in itself a di- 
vine superabundant treasure. Therefore this 
Single word (He  that believeth) effects this 
much that i t  excludes and repels all works 
which we can do, in the opinion that we ob- 
tain and merit salvation by them. For i t  is 
determined that whatever is not faith avails 
nothing nor receives anything. 

But if tliey say, as they are accustomed: 
Still 13aptism is itself a work, and you say 
works are of no avail for salvation; mhat, 
then, becomes of faith? Answer: Yes, our 
works, indeed, avail nothing for salvation; 
Baptism, however, is not our work, but God's 
(for, as was stated, you muvt put Christ- 
baptism far away from a bath-keeper's bap- 
tism) . God's works, however, are saving and 
necessary for salvation, and do not exclude, 
but demand, faith; for without faith they 
could not be apprehended. For by suffering 
the water to be poured upon you, you have not 
yet received Baptism in such a manner that 
i t  benefits you anything; but i t  becomes ben- 
eficial to you if you have yourself baptized 
with the thought that this is accwding to 
God's command and ordinance, and besides in 
God's name, in order that you may receive in 
the mater the promised salvation. Now, this 
the fist cannot do, nor tlie body; but the 
heart must believe it. 

Thus you See plainly that there is here no 
work done by us, but a treasure which He 
gives us, and which faith apprehends; just 
as the Lord Jesus Christ upon the Cross is not 
a work, but a treasure comprehended in the 
Word, and offered to us and received by faith. 
Tlierefore they do us violence by exclaiming 
against uu as though we preach against faith; 
while we alone insist upon it as being of such 
necessity tliat without i t  nothing can be re- 
ceived nor enjoyed. 

Thus we have these three parts which i t  is 
necessary to know concerning this Sacrament, 
especially that the ordinance of God is to be 
held in all honor, which alone would be suffi- 
cient, though i t  be an entirely external thing, 
like the commandment, Honor thy father and 
thy  mother, which refers to bodily flesh and 
blood. Therein we regard not the flesh and 
blood, but the commandment of God in which 
they are comprehended, and on account of 
which the flesh is called father and mother; 
so also, though we had no more than these 
words, Go ye and baptize, etc., i t  would be 
necessary for us to accept and do i t  a s  the 
ordinance of God. Now there is here not only 
God's commandment and injunction, but also 
the promise, on account of which i t  is still 
f a r  more glorious than whaterer else God has 
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commanded and ordained, and is, in short, so 
full of consolation and grace that  heaven and 
earth cannot comprehend it. But i t  requires 
skill to believe this, for the treasure is not 
wanting, but this is wanting that  men appre- 
hend i t  and hold i t  firmly. 

Therefore every Christian has enough in 
Baptisni to learn and to practise all his life; 
for he has always enough to do to believe 
firmly what i t  promises and brings: victory 
over death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, 
the grace of God, the entire Christ, and the 
Holy Ghost with His gifts. In short, i t  is so 
transcendent that if timid nature could realize 
it, i t  might well doubt whether i t  could be 
true. For consider, if there were somewhere 
a physician who iinderstood the a r t  of saving 
men from dying, or, even though they died, 
of restoring them speedily to life, so that  they 
would thereafter live forever, how the world 
would pour in money like Snow and rain, so 
that  because of the throng of the rich no one 
could find access! But here in Baptism there 
is brought free to every one's door such a 
treasure and medicine as utterly destroys 
death and preserves all men alive. 

Thus we must regard Baptism and make i t  
profitable to ourselves, that when our sins and 
conscience oppress us, we strengthen ourselves 
and take comfort and say: Nevertheless I am 
baptizrd; but if I am baptized, i t  is promised 
me that I shall be saved and have eternal life, 
both in soul and body. For that is the reason 
why these two things are done in Baptism, 
namely, that the body, which can apprehend 
nothing but the water, is sprinkled, and, in 
addition, the worci is spoken for the soul to 
apprehend. Now, since both. the watcr and 
the Word, are one Baptism, therefore body 
and soul must be saved and live forever: the 
soul through the Word which i t  believes, but 
the body because i t  is united with the soul 
and also apprehends Baptism as i t  is able to 
apprehend it. We have, therefore, no greater 
jewel in body and soiil, for by i t  we are made 
holy and are saved, which no other kind of 
life, no work upon earth, can attain. 

Let this suffice respecting the nature, bless- 
ing, and use of Baptism, for i t  answers the 
present purpose. 

Of I n f a n t  Baptism. 

Here a question occurs by which the devil, 
through his sects, confuses the world, namely, 
Of Iwfnr~t  Baptism, whether children also be- 
liere, and are justly baptized. Concerning 
this we say briefly: Let the simple dismiss 
this question from their minds, and refer i t  
to the learned. But i f  you wish to answer, 
then answer thiis : - 

That the Baptisni of infants is pleasing to 
Christ is sufficiently proved from His own 
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work, namely, that God sanctifies many of 
them who have been thus baptized, and has 
given them the Holy Ghost; and that there 
are yet many even to-day in whom we per- 
ceive that they have the Holy Ghost both 
because of their doctrine and life; as  it is 
also given to  us by the grace of God that we 
can explain the Scriptures and come to the 
knowledge of Christ, which is impossible 
without the Holy Ghost. But i f  God did not 
accept the baptism of infants, He would not 
give the Holy Ghost nor any of His gifts 
to any of them; in short. during this long 
time iinto this day no man upon earth could 

, have been a Christian. Noa, since God con- 
firms Baptism by the gifts of His Holy Ghost, 
as is plainly perceptible in some of the church 
fathers, as St. Bernard, Gerson, John Hus, and 
others, who mere baptized in infancy, and 
since the holy Christian Church cannot perish 
until the end of the world, they must acknowl- 
edge that such infant baptism is pleasing to 
God. For He can never be opposed to Him- 
self, or support falsehood and wickedness, or 
for its promotion impart His grace and Spirit. 
This is indeed the best and strongest proof 
for the simple-minded and unlearned. Bor 

' they shall not take from us or overthrow this 
article: I believe a holy Chestian. Church, 
the communion of saints. 

Further, we say that we are not so much 
conrerned to know whether the Person bap- 
tized believes or not; for on that account Bap- 
tism does not become invalid; but everything 
depends iipon the Word and command of God. 
This now is perhaps somewhat acute. but i t  
rests entirely upon what I have said, that 
Baptism is nothing else than water and the 
Word of God in and with each other, that is, 
when the Word is added to the water, Bap- 
tism is valid, even though faith be manting. 
For mv faith does not make Baptism, but re- 
ceives it. Now, Raptism does not become in- 
valid even though i t  be mrongly received or 
employed; since i t  is not bound (as  stated) 
to our faith, biit to the Word. 

For even though a Jew should to-day come 
dishonestly and with evil purpose, and we 
should baptize him in all good faith, we must 
say that his baptism is nevertheless genuine. 
For here is the water together with the Word 
of God. even though he does not receive i t  as 
he should, just as those wlio unworthily go 
to the Sacrament receive the true Sacrament, 
even though they do not believe. 

Thus you see that the objection of the sec- 
tarians is vain. Por (as  we have said) even 
though infants did not beli~ve, which, how- 
wer, is not the case, yet their baptism as 
now shown woiild be valid. and no one shoiild 
rebaptize them: jiist as nothing is detracted 
from the Sacrament though some one approach 
i t  with evil piirpose, and he roiild not be 
allowed on accoiint of his nhiise to take it 
a second time tlie selfsame hoiir, as though 
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he had not recei\ed the true Sacrament a t  
first; for that would mean to blaspheme and 
profane the Sacrament in the worst manner. 
How dare we think that God's Word and or- 
dinance should be wrong and invalid because 
we make a wrong use of i t ?  

Therefore I say, if you did not believe, 
then believe now and say thus: The baptism 
indeed was right, but I, alas! did not receive 
it aright. For I myself also, and all who are 
baptized, must speak thus before God: I come 
hither in my faith and in that of others, yet 
I cannot rest in this, that I believe, and that 
many people pray for me; but in this I rest, 
that i t  is Thy Word and command. Just  as 
I go to the Sacrament trusting not in my 
faith, but in the Word of Christ; whether 
I am strong or weak, that I commit to God. 
But this I know, that He bids me go, eat and 
drink, etc., and gives me His body and blood; 
that will not deceive me or prove false to me. 

Thus we do also in infant baptism. We 
bring the child in the conviction and hope 
that i t  believes, and wc pray that God may 
grant i t  faith; but we do not baptize i t  
upon that, but solely upon the command of 
God. Why so? Because we know that God 
does not lie. I and my neighbor and, in short, 
all men, may err and deceive, but the Word of 
God cannot err. 

Therefore they are presumptuous, clumsy 
minds that draw such inferences and conclu- 
sions as these: Where there is not the true 
faith, there also can be no true Baptism. Just 
as i f  I would infer: If I do not believe, then 
Christ is nothing; or thus: If I am not 
obedient. then father, mother, and governnient 
are nothing. 1s that a correct conclusion, that 
whenever any one does not do what he ought, 
the thing in itself shall be nothing and of 
no value? My dear, just invert the argu- 
ment and rather draw this inference: For 
this ver? reason Baptism is something and is 
right, because i t  has been wrongly received. 
For if i t  were not right and true in itself, 
i t  could not be misused nor sinned against. 
The saying is: Abusus nolt tollit, sed con- 
f i r m t  substantiam, Abuse does not destroy 
the esseiice, but confirms it. For gold is not 
the less gold though a harlot wear i t  in sin 
and shame. 

Therefore let i t  be decided that Baptism 
always remains true, retains its full essence, 
even though a Single person should be bap- 
tized, and he, in addition, should not believe 
truly. For God's ordinance and Word cannot 
be made variable or be altered by men. But 
these people, the fanatics, are so blinded that 
they do not See the Word and command of 
God, and regard Baptism and the magistrates 
only as they regard water in the brook or in 
pots, or as any other nian; and because they 
do not See faith nor obedience, they conclnde 
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that they are to be regarded as invalid. Here 
lurks a concealed seditious devii, who would 
like to tear the crown from the head of 
authoritv and then trample i t  under foot, and, 
in addicion, pervert and bring to naught all 
the works and ordinances of God. Therefore 
we must be watchful and well armed, and not 
allow ourselves to be directed nor turned away 
from the Word, in order that we may not 
regard Baptism as a mere empty sign, as the 
fanatics dream. 

Lastly, we must also know what Baptism 
signifies, and why God has ordained just such 
external sign and ceremony for the Sacrament 
by which we are first received into the Chris- 
tian Church. But the act or ceremony is this, 
that we are sunk under the water, which 
passes over us, and afterwards are drawn out 
again. These two parts, to be sunk under the 
water and drawn out again, signify the power 
and operation of Baptism, which is nothing 
else than putting to death the old Adam, and 
after that the resurrection of the new man, 
both of which must take place in us all our 
lives, so that a truly Christian life is nothing 
else than a daily baptism, once begun and ever 
to be continued. For this must be practised 
without ceasing, that we ever keep purging 
away whatever is of the old Adam, and that 
that which belongs to the new man come forth. 
But what is the old man? I t  is that which 
is born in us from Adam, angry, hateful, en- 
vious, unchaste, stingy, lazy, haughty, yea, 
unbelieving, infected with all vices, and hav- 
ing by nature nothing good in it. Now, when 
we are come into the kingdom of Christ, these 
things must daily decrease, that the longer we 
live we become more gentle, more patient, 
more meek, and ever withdraw more and 
more from unbelief, avarice, hatred, envy, 
haughtiness. 

This is the true use of Baptism among 
Christians, as signified hy baptizing with 
water. Where this, therefore, is not practised, 
but the old man is left unbridled, so as to 
continually become stronger, that is not using 
Baptism, but striving against Baptism. For 
those who are without Christ cannot but daily 
become worse, according to the proverb which 
expresses the truth, "Worse and worse - the 
longer, the worse." If a year ago one was 
proud and avaricious, then he is much prouder 
and more avaricious this year, so that the 
vice grows and increases with him from his 
youth up. A young child has no Special vice; 
but when i t  grows up, i t  becomes unchaste 
and impure, and when i t  reaches maturity, 
real vices begin to prevail the longer, the 
more. 

Therefore the old man goes unrestrained in 
his nature if he is not checked and suppressed 
by the power of Baptism. On the other hand, 
where men have become Christians, he daily 
decreases until he finally perishes. That is 



T h  Large Catechism. Infant Baptism. 

truly to  be buried in Baptism, and daily b 
come forth again. Therefore the external sign 
is appointed not only for a powerful effect, 
but also for a signification. Khere, therefore, 
faith flourishes with i ts fruits, tliere i t  has 
no empty signification, but the work [of mor- 
tifying the flesh] accompanies i t ;  but where 
faith is wanting, i t  remains a mere unfruitful 
sign. 

And here you See that  Baptism, both in i ts 
power and signification, comprehends also the 
third Sacrament, which has been called repen- 
tance, as i t  is really nothing else than Bap- 
tism. For what else is repentance but an 
earnest attack upon the old man [that his 
Iiists be restrained] and entering upon a new 
life? Therefore, if you live in repentance, you 
walk in Baptism, which not only signifies such 
a new life, but also produces, begins, and 
exercises it. For therein are given grace, the 
Spirit, and power to snppress the old man, so 
tha t  the new man may come forth and become 
strong. 

Therefore oiir Baptism abides forel-er ; and 
even though some one should fall from it  and 
sin, nevertheless we always have access there- 
to, that  we may again subdue the old man. 
Bnt we need not again be sprinkled with 
water; for though we were put under the 
water a hundred times, i t  would nevertheless 
be only one Baptisrn, although thc operation 
and signification continue and remain. Re- 
pentance, therefore, is nothing else tlian a re- 
turn  and approach to  Baptism, that  we re- 
peat and practise what we began before, but 
abandoned. 

This I say lest we fall into the opinion in 
which we were for a long time, imagining that  
our Baptism is something past, which we can 
no longer use after we have fallen again into 
sin. The reason is, that  i t  is regarded only 
according to the external act once performed 
[and completed]. And this arose from the 
fact that  St. Jerome wrote that r~pentance is 
tlie second plank by which we must swim 
forth and c ~ o s s  over after the ship i s  broken, 
on zcrhich zce step nnd are cawied across when 
we come into the Christian Churck. Therebp 
the use of Baptism has been abolished so that 
i t  can profit ns no longer. Therefore the 
Statement is not correct, or a t  any rate not 
rightly understood. For the ship never breaks, 
because ( a s  we have said) i t  is the ordinance 
of God, and not a work of ours; but i t  hap- 
pens, indeed, that  we slip and fall out of the 
ship. Yet if any one fall out, let him See to 
i t  that  he swim up and cling to i t  till he 
again come into i t  and live in it, as he had 
formerly begun. 

Thus i t  appears what a great, excellent 
thing Baptism is, which delivers us from the 
jaws of the devil and makes us God's own, 
supprevses m d  takes away sin, and then daily 
strengthens the new man; and is and remains 
ever efficacious until we pass from this estate 
of misery to eternal glory. 
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For this reason let every one esteem his 
Bsptism as a daily dress in which he is to 
walk constantly, that he may ever be found 
in the faith and its fruits, that he suppress 
the old man and grow up in the new. For if 
we would be Christians, we must practise the 
work whereby we are Christians. But if any 
one fall away from it, let him again come 
into it. For just as Christ, the Mercy-seat, 
does not recede from us or forbid us to come 
to Him again, even though we sin, so all His 
treasure and gifts also remain. If, therefore, 
we have once in Baptism obtained forgiveness 
of sin, i t  will remain every day, as long as we 
live, that is, as long as we carry the old man 
about our neck. 

[Part Fifth.] 

OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE 
ALTAR. 

I n  the same manner as we have heard re- 
garding Holy Baptism, we must speak also 
concerning the other Sacrament, nnmely, these 
three points: What is i t ?  What are its bene- 
fits? and, Who is to receive i t ?  And all these 
are established by the words by which Christ 
has instituted it, and which every one who 
desires to be a Christian and go to the Sacra- 
ment should know. For i t  is not our inten- 
tion to admit to i t  and t b  administer i t  to 
those who know not what they seek, or why 
tliey come. The words, however, are these: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in 
which He was betrayed, took bread; and when 
He had given thanks, He brake it, and gave 
i t  to His disciples, and said, Take, eat;  this 
is My body, which is given for you: this do 
in remembrance of 5Ie. 

After the same manner also He took the 
cup wheu He had supped, gave thanks, and 
gave i t  to them, saying, Drink ye all of i t ;  
this cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the remission of _ sins: this do ye, aa oft as ye drink it, in 
rememlirance of Me. 

Here also we do not mish to enter into 
controversy and contend with the traducers 
and blasphemers of this Sacrament, but to 
learn first (as  we did regarding Baptism) 
wliat is of the greatest importance, namely, 
that the chief point is the Word and ordinance 
or command of God. For i t  has not been in- 
vented nor introduced by any man, liut with- 
out any one's counsel and deliberation i t  has 

Concordia Triglotta. 
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been institiited by Christ. Therefore, just as  
the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Creed retain their nature and worth, 
although you never keep, pray, or believe 
them, so also does this venerable Sacrament 
remain undisturbed, so that nothing is de- 
tracted or taken from it, even though we em- 
ploy and dispense it unworthily. What do 
you think God cares about what we do or be- 
lieve, so tliat on that  account He should 
suffer His ordinance to be changed? Why, 
in all worldly matters every thing remains as  
God has createdaud ordered it, no matter how 
we emplop or use it. This must always be 
urged, for thereby the prating of nearly all 
the fanatical spirits can be repelled. For 
they regard the Sacraments, aside from the 
Word of God, as  soniething that we do. 

Now, tuhat i s  the  Sacrament of the Altar? 
Answer: I t  i s  the true body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, im and under the brend 
m d  wzne which we Clzristians are comma7ded 
by the IVord of Christ to eat and t o  drink. 
And as  we have said of Baptism that it is not 
simple water, so here also we say the Sacra- 
ment is bread and wine, but not mere bread 
and wine. such as are ordinarily served a t  the 
table, bnt bread and wine comprehended in, 
and conriected with, the TT70rd of Gocl. 

I t  is the Word (I sayi which makes and 
distinguishes this Sacrament, so that i t  is not 
mere bread and wine, but is, and is called, the 
body and blood of Christ. For i t  is said: 
Accedat verbun ad elpmentllm, et fit sacra- 
mentum. If the Word be yoined to tlte ele- 
ment,  i t  becomes a Sacranmit. This saying of 
St. Aiigustiiie is so properly and so well put 
that  he has scarcely said nnything better. The 
Word must nialce a Sacranient of the element, 
else i t  remains a mere element. Now, i t  is 
not the word or ordinance of a prince or 
emperor, but of the sublime Rfajesty, a t  whose 
feet all creatures hhould fall, and affirm i t  is 
as  He says, and accept i t  with all reverence, 
fear, and humility. 

With this Word you can strengt.hen your 
conscience aud say: If a hundred thousand 
devils, together with all fanatics, should rush 
forward, crying, Horn can bread and wine be 
the body and blood of Christ? etc., I know 
that  all spirits and scholars together are not 
as wise ns is the Divine Afajesty in His little 
finger. Now here stands the Word of Christ: 
Take,  eat; tk i s  i s  X y  body; Drink ye oll of 
i t ;  this i s  t he  nezu testament in X y  blood, etc. 
Here we abide, and would like to See those 
who will constitute themselves His masters, 
and make i t  different from what He has 
spoken. It is true, indeed, that  if you take 
away the Word or regard i t  without the 
words, yoii hale nothing but mere bread and 
wine. Biit if the words iemain with them, 
as  they sliall and must, then, in virtue of the 
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Same, it is truly the body and blood of Christ. 
For as the lips of Christ say and speak, so 
it is, as He can never lie or deceive. 

Hence i t  is easy to reply to all manner of 
questions about which men are troubled a t  
the present time, such as this one: Whether 
even a wicked priest can minister at,  and 
dispense, the Sacrament, and whatever other 
questions like this there may be. For here we 
conclude and say: Even though a knave takes 
or distributes the Sacrament, he receives the 
true Sacrament, that is, the true body and 
blood of Christ, just as truly as he who [re- 
ceives or] administers it in the most worthy 
manner. For i t  is not founded upon the holi- 
ness of men, but iipon the Word of God. And 
as no saiut upon earth, yea, no angel in 
heaven, can make bread and wine to be the 
body and blood of Christ, so also can no one 
change or alter it, even though i t  be misused. 
For the Word by which i t  became a Sacrament 
and was instituted does not become false be- 
cause of the Person or his unbelief. For He 
does not say: If you believe or are worthy, 
you receive My body and blood, but: Take, 
eat and &nk; this i s  My body und blood. 
Likewise: Do this (namely, what I now do, 
institute, give, and bid you take). That is 
as much as to say, No matter whether you are 
worthy or unworthy, you have here His body 
and blood bp virtue of these words which are 
added to the bread and wine. Only note and 
remember this well; for iipon these words 
rest all our foundation, protection, and de- 
fense against all errors and deception that 
have ever come or may yet come. 

Thus we have briefly the first point which 
relates to the essence of tliis Sacrnment. Now 
examine further the efficacy and benefits on 
account of which really the Sacrament was 
instituted; which is also its most necessary 
part, that we may lcnow what we should seek 
and obtain there. Now this is plain and clear 
from the words just mentioned: This i s  My 
body und blood, given and shed FOR YOU, for 
the remission of stns. Briefly that is as much 
as to say: For this reason we go to the Sacra- 
ment because there we receive such a treasure 
by and in which we obtain forgiveness of sins. 
Why so? Because the words stand here and 
give us this; for on this account He bids me 
eat and drink, that i t  may be my own and 
may benefit me, as a Sure pledge and token, 
yea, the very Same treasure that is appointed 
for me against my sins, death, and every 
calamity. 

On this account i t  is indeed called a food 
of souls, which nourishes and strengthens the 
new man. For by Baptism we are first born 
anew; biit (as  we said before) there still 
remains, besides, the old vicious nature of 
flesh and blood in man, and there are so many 
hindrances and temptations of the devil and 
of the world that we often become weary and 
faint, and sometimes also stumble. 
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Therefore it  is given for a daily pasture 
and sustenance, that faith may refresh and 
strengthen itself so as not to fall back in 
such a battle, but become ever stronger and 
stronger. For the new life must be so regu- 
lated that i t  continually increase and pro- 
gress; but i t  must suffer much opposition. 
For the devil is such a furious enemy that 
when he Sees that  we oppose him and attack 
the old man, and that he cannot topple us over 
by force, he prowls and moves about on all 
sides, tries all devices, and does not desist, 
until he finally wearies us, so that we either 
renounce our faith or yield hands and feet 
and become listless or impatient. Now to this 
end the consolation is here given when the 
heart feels that the burden is becoming too 
heavy, that i t  may here obtain new power 
and refreshment. 

But here oiir mise Spirits contort themselves 
with their great a r t  and wisdom, crying out 
and bawling: How can bread and wine for- 
give sins or strengthen faith? Although thep 
hear and know that we do not say tbis of 
bread and wine, because in itself bread is 
bread, but of such bread and wine as is the 
body and blood of Christ, and has the words 
attached to it. That, n e  say, is verily the 
treasure, and nothing else, through which such 
forgiveness is obtained. Now the only way 
in which i t  is conveyed and appropriated to 
us is in the words (Given and shed for yozc). 
For herein you have both truths, that i t  is 
the body and blood of Christ, and that i t  is 
yours as a treasure and gift. Now the body 
of Christ can never be an unfruitful, vain 
thing, that effects or profits nothing. Yet, 
however great is the treasure in itself, i t  must 
be comprehended in the Word and adminis- 
tered to us, else we should never be able to 
know or seek it. 

Therefore also i t  is vain talk when they 
say that the body and blood of Christ are 
not given and shed for us in the Lord's Sup- 
Per, hence we could not have forgiveness of 
sins in the Sacrament. For although the 
work is accomplished and the forgiveness 
of sins acquired on the Cross, yet i t  cannot 
come to us in any other way than through the 
Word. For what would we otherwise know 
about it, that such a thing was accomplished 
or was to be given us if i t  were not presented 
by preaching or the oral Ward? Whence do 
they know of it, or how can they apprehend 
and appropriate to themselves the forgive- 
ness, except they lay hold of and believe the 
Scriptures and the Gospel? But now the en- 
tire Gospel and the article of the Creed: I be- 
lieve a holy Christian Church, the forgiveness 
o f  sin, etc., are by the Word embodied in this 
Sacrament and presented to us. Why, then, 



The Large Catechim. The Sacrament of the Altar. 

should we allow this treasure to be torn from 
the Sacrament when they must confess that 
these are the very words which we hear every- 
where in the Gospel, and they crtnnot say 
that these words in the Sacrament are of no 
use, as little as they dare say tliat the entire 
Gospel or Rord of God, apart from the Sacra- 
ment, is of no use? 

Thus we have the entire Sacrament, both as 
to what i t  is in itself and as to what i t  brings 
and profits. Now we must also See who is the 
Person that receives this power and benefit. 
That is answered briefly, as we said above of 
Baptism and often elsewhere: Rhoever be- 
lieves i t  has what the words declare and bring. 
For they are not spoken or proclaimed to 
stone and wood, but to those who hear them, 
to whom He says: Take and eat, etc. And 
because He offers and promises forgiveness of 
sin, i t  cannot be received otherwise than by 
faith. This faith He Himself demands in the 
Word when He says: Qiuen and shed for you. 
As if He said: For this reason I give it, and 
bid you eat and drink, that you may claim 
i t  as yours and enjoy it. Whoever now ac- 
cepts these words, and believes that what they 
declare is true, has it. But whoever does not 
believe it  has nothing, as  he allows i t  to be 
offered to him in vain, and refuses to enjoy 
such a saving good. The treasure, indeed, is 
opened and placed a t  every one's door, yea, 
upon his table, but i t  is necessary that you 
also claim it, and confidently view i t  as  the 
words suggest to you. 

This, now, is the entire Christian prepara- 
tion for receiving this Sacranient worthily. 
For since this treasure is entirely presented 
in the words, i t  cannot be apprehended and 
appropriated in any other way than with the 
heart. For such a gift and eternal treasure 
cannot be seized with the fist. Fasting and 
prayer, etc., may indeed be an external prepa- 
ration and discipline for children, that the 
body may keep and bear itself modestly and 
reverently towards the body and blood of 
Christ; yet what is given in and with i t  the 
body cannot seize and appropriate. But this 
is done by the faith of the heart, which dis- 
cerns this treasure and desires it. This may 
sutnce for what is necessary as a general 
instruction respecting this Sacrament ; for 
what is further to be said of i t  belongs to 
another time. 

In conclusion, since we have now the true 
understanding and doctrine of the Sacrament, 
there is indeed need of some admonition and 
exhortation, that men may not let so great 
a treasure which is daily administered and 
distributed among Christians pass by un- 
heeded, that is, that those who would be Chris- 
tians make ready to receive this venerable 
Sacrament often. For we See that mcn seem 
wearg and lazy with respect to i t ;  and there 
is a great multitude of such as hear the 
Gospel, and, because the nonsense of the 
Pope has been abolished, end we are freed 
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from his laws and coercion, go one, two, three 
years, or even longer without the Sacrament, 
as though they were such strong Christians 
that they have no need of i t ;  and some allow 
themselves to be prevented and deterred by 
the pretense that we have taught that no one 
shoiild approach i t  except those who feel hun- 
ger and thirst, which urge them to it. Some 
pretend that i t  is a matter of liberty and not 
necessary, and that i t  is sufücient to believe 
without i t ;  and thus for the most part they 
go so far that they become quite brutish, and 
finally despise hoth the Sacrament and the 
Word of God. 

Now, i t  is true, as we have said, that no 
one should by any means be coerced or com- 
pelled, lest we institute a new murdering of 
souls. Nevertheless, i t  must be known that 
such people as deprive themselves of, and with- 
draw from, the Sacrament so long a time are 
not to be considered Christians. For Christ 
has not instituted i t  to be treated as a show, 
but has commanded His CTiristians to eat and 
drink it, arid thereby remember Him. 

And, indeed, those who are true Christians 
and esteem the Sacrament precious and holy 
will urge and impel themselves unto it. Yet 
that the simple-minded and the weak who also 
would like to be Christians be the more in- 
cited to consider the cause and need which 
ought to impel them, we will treat somewhat 
of this point. For as in other matters per- 
taining to faitli, love, and patience, i t  is not 
enough to teach and instruct only, but there 
is need also of daily exhortation, so here also 
there is need of continuing to preach that men 
may not become weary and disgusted, since 
we know and feel how the devil always op- 
poses this and every Christian exercise, and 
drives and deters therefrom as much as he can. 

dnd we have, in the first place, the clear 
text in the very words of Christ: Do this in 
remembrance of Me. These are bidding and 
commanding words by which all who would 
be Christians are enjoined to partake of this 
Sacrament. Therefore, whoever would be a 

' disciple of Christ, with whom He here speaks, 
must also consider and observe this, not from 
compulsion, as being forced by men, but in 
obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
please Him. However, if you say: But the 
words are added, As oft as ye do i t ;  there He 
compels no one, but leaves i t  to our free 
choice, answer: That is true, yet i t  is not 
written that we shoiild never do so. Yea, just 
because He speaks the words, As oft as ye 
do i t ,  i t  is nevertheless implied that we should 
do i t  often; and i t  is added for the reason 
that He wishes to have the Sacrament free, 
not limited to Special times, like the Pasaover 
of the Jewa, which they were obliged to eat 
only once a year, and that just upon the 
fourteenth day of the iket full moon in the 
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evening, and which tliey must not vary a day. 
As if He would say by these words: I in- 
stitiite a Passover or Supper for you which 
you shall enjoy not only once a year, just 
upon this evening, but often, when and where 
you will. according to every one's opportunity 
and necessity, bound to no place or appointed 
time; although the Pope afterwards perverted 
it, and again made a Jewish feast of it. 

Thus, you perceive, i t  is not left free in the 
sense that we may despise it. For that I call 
despising i t  if one allow so long a time to 
elapse and with nothing to hinder him yet 
never feels a desire for it. If you wish such 
liberty, you may just as well have the liberty 
to be no Christian, and neither have to believe 
nor pray; for the one is just as much the 
command of Clirist as the other. But if you 
wish to be a Christian, pou must from time 
to time render satisfaction and obedience to 
this commandment. For this commandment 
ought ever to move you to examine yourself 
and to think: See, what sort of a Christian 
I am! If I were one, I woiild certainly have 
some little longing for that which my Lord 
has commanded [me] to do. 

And, indeed, since we act such strangers to 
it, i t  is easily seen what sort of Christians we 
were under the Papacy, namely, that we went 
from mere compulsion and fear of human com- 
mandments, without inclination and love, and 
never regarded the commandment of Christ. 
But we neither force nor compel any one; nor 
need any one do it  to serve or please us. But 
this should induce and constrain you by itself, 
that He desires i t  and that i t  is pleasing to 
Him. You must not suffer men to coerce you 
unto faith or any good work. We are doing 
no more than to say and exhort you as to 
what you ought to do, not for our sake, but 
for your own sake. He invites and allurea 
yon; if you despise it, you must answer for 
i t  yourself. 

Now, this is to be the first point, especially 
for those who are cold and indifferent, that 
they may reflect upon and rouse themselves. 
For this is certainly true, as I have found in 
my own experience, and as every one will 
find in his own case, that if a person thus 
withdraw from this Sacrament, he will daily 
become more and more callous and cold, and 
will a t  last disregard i t  altogether. To avoid 
this, we must, indeed, examine heart and con- 
science, and act like a person who desires to 
be riglit with God. Now, the more this is 
done, the more will the heart be warmed and 
enkindled, that i t  may not become entirely 
cold. 

Biit if you say: How if I feel that I am 
not prepared? Answer: That is also my 
scruple, especially from the old way under the 
Pope, in which a person tortured himself to 
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be so perfectly pure that  God could not find 
tlie least blemish in 11s. On this account we 
became so timid that  every one was instantly 
thrown into consternation and said to him- 
self:  A l a ~ !  you are unworthy! For then 
nature and reason begin to reckon our un- 
worthiness in comparison with the great and 
precious good; and then i t  appears like a dark 
lantern in contrast with the bright sun, or a s  
filth in comparison with precious stones. Be- 
cause nature and reason see this, they refuse 
to approach and tar ry  until they are prepared, 
so long that  one week trails another, and one 
half year the other. But if you are to regard 
how good and pure you are, and labor to have 
no compunctions, you must never approach. 

We must, therefore, make a distinction hete 
among men. For those who are wanton and 
dissolute must be told to stay away; for they 
are  not prepared to receive forgiveness of sin, 
since they do not desire it and do not ~ i s h  to 
be godly. But the others, who are not such 
callous and wicked people, and desire to be 
godly, must not absent themselres, even though 
otherwise they be feeble and full of infirm- 
ities, as St. Hilary also has  said: If any one 
have not committed sin for which ke can 
rightly be put  out of the congregation and 
esteemed as no Christian, he ought not stay 
away from the Bacrament, lest he may de- 
priae himself of life. For no one will make 
such Progress that  he will not retain many 
daily infirmities in flesh and blood. 

Therefore such people niiist learn that  i t  
i s  the higliest a r t  to know that  our Sacrament 
does not depend upon our worthiness. For 
we are not bnptized because we are worthy 
and holy, nor do we go to confession because 
we are pure and without sin, but the contrary, 
because we are  poor miserable men, and just 
because we are unworthy; unless i t  be some 
one who desires no grace and absolution nor 
intends to reform. 

But whoever would gladly obtain grace and 
consolation should impel himself, and allow no 
one to frighten him away, but say : I, indeed, 
would like to be worthy; but I come, not 
upon any worthiness, but  upon Thy Word, 
because Thou hast  commanded it, as orie who 
would gladly be Thy disciple, no matter what 
becomes of my worthiness. But this is d i 5 -  
cult ;  for we always have this obstacle and 
hindrance to encounter, tha t  we look more 
upon ourselves than upon the ward and lips 
of Christ. For nature desires so to act that  
i t  can stand and rest firmly on itself, other- 
wise i t  refuses to maiie tlie approach. Let 
this suffice concerning the first point. 
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I n  the  second place, there is  besides this 
command also a promise, a s  we heard above, 
which ought most strongly to incite and en- 
Courage us. For here stand the kind and 
precious words: This i s  My body, given fo? 
you. This i s  My blood, shed for you, for the 
remission of sins. These words, I have said, 
are  not preached to wood and stone, but t o  
me and you; else He might just a s  well be 
silent and not institute a Sacrament. There- 
fore consider, and put  yourself into this YOU, 
tha t  He may not speak to  you in vain. 

For here He offers to us the entire treasure 
which He has brought for 11s from heaven, and 
to which He inrites us also in other places 
with the greatest kintlness, a s  when He says 
in  St. Matthew 11,28 : Come unto Me, all  ye 
that  labor and are heavy laden, und I will 
give you rest. N0.w i t  is  surely a sin and 
a shame tha t  He so cordially and faithfully 
summons and exhorts us to  oiir highest and 
greatest good, and we act so distantly with 
regard to it, and permit so long a time to 
pass [without partaking of the Sacrament] 
that  we grow quite cold and hardened, so that  
we have no inclination or love for it. We 
must never regard the Sacrament as some- 
thing injurious from which we Bad better flee, 
but a s  a pure, wholesome, comforting remedy 
imparting salvation and comfort, which will 
cure you and give you life both in soul and 
body. For where the soul has recovered, the 
body also is relieved. Why, then, is  i t  tha t  
we act a s  if i t  were a poison, the eating of 
which would bring death? 

To be sure, i t  is  true that  those who despise 
it and live in an  unchristian manner receive 
i t  to their hur t  antl damnation; for nothing 
shall be good or wholesome to thcm, just a s  
with a sick Person who from caprice eats and 
drinks what is  forbidden him by the physician. 
But  those who are sensible of their weakness, 
desire to be rid of i t  and long for help, should 
regard and use i t  only a s  a precious antidote 
against the poison which they have in them. 
For here in the Sacrament you are  to receive 
from the lips of Christ forgiveness of sin, 
which contains and brings with i t  the grace 
of God and the Spirit with all His gifts, pro- 
tection, shelter, and power against death and 
the devil and all misfortune. 

Thus you have, on the par t  of God, both 
the command and the promise of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Besides this, on your part, your 
own distress which is about your neck, and 
because of which this command, invitation, 
and promise are given, ought to iniprl you. 
For He Himself says: They that  be tuhole 
need not a physician, but they that  be szck; 
t ha t  is, those who are weary and heavy-laden 
with their sine, with the fear of death, tenip- 
tations of the flesh and of the devil. If ,  there- 
fore, you are heavy-laden and feel your weak- 
ness, then go joyfully to this Sacrament and 
obtain refreshment, consolation, and strength. 

Concordia Trlglotta. 
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For if you would wait  until you a re  rid of 
such burdens, t h a t  you might come t o  the 
Sacrament pure and worthy, you must forever 
s tay  away. For in t h a t  case He pronounces 
sentence and says: If you are  pure and godly, 
you have no need of Me, and I, in turn,  none 
of thee. Therefore those alone are  called un- 
worthy who neither feel their infirmities nor 
wish to  be considered sinners. 

But if you say: What, then, shall I do if 
I cannot feel such distress or experience hun- 
ger and th i rs t  for the Sacrament? Answer: 
For those who are  so minded t h a t  they do not 
realize their condition I know no better coun- 
sel than t h a t  they put  their hand into their 
bosom to ascertain whether they also have 
flesh and I~lood. Aud if you find tha t  to  be 
the case. tlien go, for your good, to  St.  Paul's 
Epistle to the Galatians, and hear what sort  
of a. f ru i t  your flesh is:  Xow the works of 
the Pesh (he  says [chap. 5, 1Qff.l) are rnani- 
fest, zohich are these: .idultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witch- 
craft, hatred, varialice, e?nz~lations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, hermies, enqings ,  murders, 
drunkemess, revelings, und such like. 

Therefore, if yon cannot feel i t ,  a t  least be- 
lieve the Scriptures; they will not lie to you, 
and they know your flesh better than you 
yourself. Yea, St. Paul  further concludes in 
Rom. 7 , l S :  I know that  i n  rne, tha t  is, i n  my 
pesh, dwelleth wo good thlng. If St. Paul may 
speak thus of his flesh, we do not propose to  
be better nor moie holy. But t ha t  we do not 
feel i t  is so inuch the worse; for i t  is  a sign 
tliat there i s  a leproiis flesh which feels noth- 
ing, and yet [ the leprosy] rages and keeps 
spreading. Yet, as  we have said, if you are 
quite dead to  all sensibility, still believe the 
Scriptures, whicli pronounce sentence upon 
you. dnd,  in short, the less you feel your 
sins and infirtnities, the more reason have you 
to  go to the Sacrament to  seek help and a 
remedy. 

In  the second place, look about you and See 
whether you are  also in the world, or if you 
do not know it ,  ask your neighbors about it. 
I f  you are in the world, do not think t h a t  
there will be lack of sins and misery. For 
only begin to  ac t  a s  though you would be 
godly and adhere to the Gospel, and See 
whether no one will become your enemy, and, 
moreover, do you harin, wrong, and violeiice, 
and likewise give you cause for sin and vice. 
If you have not experienced it, tlieii let the 
Scriptures tell you, which everywliere give 
this praise and testimony to  the world. 

Besides this, you will also have the devil 
about you, whom you will not entirely tread 
under foct, because our Lord Christ Himself 
could not entirely avoid him. Now, what is  
the debil? Sothing else than what the Scrip- 
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tures call hirn, a liar and murderer. A liar, 
to lead the heart astray from the Word of 
God, and to blind it, that you cannot feel your 
distress or come to Christ. A murderer, who 
cannot bear to see you live one single hour. 
If you could see how many knives, darts, and 
arrows are every moment aimed a t  you, you 
would he glad to come to the Sacrament as 
often as possible. Biit there is no reason why 
we walk so securely and heedlessly, escept 
that we neither think nor believe that we are 
in tlie flesh, and in this wicked world or in 
the kingdom of the devil. 

Therefore, try this and practise i t  well, and 
do but examine yourself, or look about you 
a little, and only keep to the Scriptures. If 
even then you still feel nothing, you have so 
much the more misery to lament both to God 
and to your brother. Then take advice and 
have others pray for you, and do not desist 
until the stone be removed from your heart. 
Then, indeed, the distress will not fail to be- 
come manifest, and you will find that you 
have sunk twice as deep as any other poor 
sinner, and are much more in need of the 
Sacrament against the misery which unfor- 
tunately you do not see, so that, with the 
grace of God, you may feel i t  more and be- 
come the more hungry for the Sacrament, 
especially since the devil plies his force against 
you, and lies in wait for you without ceasing, 
to seize and destroy you, soul and body, so 
that you are not safe from him one hour. 
How soon can he have brought you suddenly 
into misery and distress when you least ex- 
pect i t  ! 

Let this, then, be said for eshortation, not 
only for those of us who are old and grown, 
but also for the young people, who ought to 
be brouglit up in the Christian doctrine and 
understanding. For thereby the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer 
might be the more easily inculcated to our 
youth, so that thcy would receive them with 
pleasure and earnestness, and thus would 
practise them from their youtli and acciistom 
themselves to them. For the old are now 
well-nigh done for, so that these and other 
things cannot be attained, unless we train the 
people who are to come after us and succeed 
us in our office and work, in order that they 
also niap bring up their children successfully, 
that tlie Word of God and the Christian 
Church may be preserved. Therefore let every 
father of a family know that i t  is his duty, 
by the injunction and command of God, to 
teach these things to his children, or have 
tliem learn what they ought to know. For 
since they are baptized and received into the 
Christian Church, they should also enjoy this 
communion of the Sacrament, in order that 
they may serve us and be useful to us; for 
they must all indeed lielp us to believe, love, 
pray, and fight against the devil. 




