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TrROUG i
intrepidm;ﬂ ;:he generosity of Miss Freya Stark
i Xplorer and anthor of enthralling bg l; 5
fravel, the British Museum has rec ‘ijl g
‘en Y ac-

quired t A i
welve bronze coins with Sabaean inscript'
10ng
ded. They were selecteq

1Gof & type hitherto unrecor
rom coins which Mis
18s Stark prc i
o ot i procured in th
maut! dltun-)g her visit there in 1936 2 and Weh'I:[}jdm-
g ~ - . ’ 1
e bg 0 information given her were fonnd w
'l.‘y etween Shihr and Tarim. ’ o
he coins wer ,
e © coins were so crude-looking that at firs
beyo)lfldm their uncleaned state—they did not
S . . a
yon 01101spr101'on. Butl a careful consideration op}p:]jr
e brovenance, fabric, types, and epigraph -
i DnPlto substantiate their authenti(‘ityg I;\Iy ;
oD ;ng?ﬂelth of the British Musenm laboratcoJ;e
e Chgmilcl.]l ¥ had t.h_e coins cleaned, declares thgt,
andoubtadls a cqmpos1t10n 1s similar to that of some
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et : : ought from the
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y-

t—espe-

1 The for : i
rate Hadl';;ﬁ:t}qwagiz‘tlxng?jeftyse? L
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s of Laf?re in English books of reference‘ " e
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i Gm,e Yy a dar.lgerous illness, is given in hun o
S of Arabia. See also ]_{aglr;ma.ut Z! Sa:; 1;;05;
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Al the coins have been cast from a series of moulds,
anctions between each being still discernible
here they had been amputated. The Museum speci-
[nens are a1l from different moulds. Both the obverse
and TEVerse legends are reversed, which implies that
the moulds were made direct and were not impressed

from & positive.

Beardless male head to right wearing long ringlets ;
in field, behind head, 4 (reversed)=m; before
face, downwards, ‘1?.‘1 (reversed)=siN (name of the

Moon-God); all within double cirele.

?

1, Obv.

Rev. Eagle standing, to right, with open wings; in field
left, downwards )#3 (reversed)=sHKR; right down-
wards ‘H;? (reversed)=1ysuu ; (bottom part of eagle
and portions of the legend obliterated).

&; 1.85; wt. 1,126 gr. (78-0 grm.).
[Pl XXXIIL. L]

e casting is more sharply defined and
mould is discernible at the bottom.
en off, obliterating

9, Obv. Asmo. 1, butth
the join in the
{The top of the coin has been brok

the first letter of the name sIn.)
n broken off at top and legend on

d. The bottom part of the eagle
ble below the talons

Rev. As no. 1, but coi
left side obliterate
is intact and there is discerni
a curved line —~— .

£ 1.9; wt. 8328 gr. (53-97 grm.).
[Pl XXXIIL 2.]

y a thick band of brouze
across the flan ; the double
all that is visible of the

3. Ow. Completely obscured b
which has become fused
circle of the mould is
original design.

Rev. As no. 2, but legend as complete as
though badly worn down; traces of j
mould visible at top.

& 2.0; wt. 1,355 gv. (878 gro.).

on no. 1
uncture of
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4. Obe.

5. Obe.

Rev.

6. Obw.

Lev,

7. Obv.

Rev.

8. Obw.
Revw.

9. Obw.

Rey.

. Asno, 2, but edge broken at left, completely cutﬁg‘

J. WALKER,

As no. 1, but edge broken partly on right.

out legend on that side.
A 1-8; wt. 515:2 gr. (3840 grm.).
: [Pl XXXIIT,

Rew.

As no. 1, but head larger;
almost obliterated ;
juneture at top.

the legends on righ
all within an oval; traceg of

As no. 2, but legend almost completely efface h
outer cirele. (Thin fabrie.)

As; 2-0; wt, 324-1 gr. (210 grm.).

As no. 1; traces of face visible ; s and 1 of lege

on right, obliterated ; mould-juncture discerni

top; holed and cut on right.

Obliterated ; faint traces of eagle’s right wing,

A5 1-8; wt. 2515 gr. (163 grm.). - il
Small head right ; in field behind, a large @—J' :
reversed ; in front, downward, I'I?ﬁ (rever
sin; traces of mould-junctare at hottom.
Crude outline of eagle right ; in field behi
letters $3 (reversed)=sux are just discern
front, downwards, traces of 3? (revers:
only discernible.
A 0:75; wt. 450 gr. (291 grm.). A

[Pl XXXIII

Asno. 7. [Pl. XXXIII. 4.]

Faint traces of small eagle; all traces
obliterated ; traces of mould-juncture at

Al 0-8; wt 50.0 gr. (824 grm.).

As no. 7; traces of mould-juncture
bottom. [Pl. XXXIII. 6.]

Faint remains of eagle ; the only letter abal
is the ¢ (k) on left; traces of mould-junc
and bottom.

Aiy 095 wt. 52.5 gr. (3.4 grm.).

. A NEW TYPE OF SOUTH ARABIAN COINAGE.

Obv,

o.
(on the reverse) are no doubt derived from Hel-
tic or Roman prototypes.
male head, is already known on the Himyarite
of South Arabia of the class which Hill? dates
e first century B.c. as well as on those which he *
S t0 4.D. 50-150. There is the same treatment of
hair falling in ringlets at the side (see p. 264,
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. Traces of head right; the only parts of the legend

clearly visible are the a on left and the T on right;
traces of mould-juncture at top.

Traces of eagle and Sabaean letters; traces of
mould-juncture at top.

A 0.75; wt. 885 gr. (2:49 grm.).

As above: only M and st visible on left and
right respectively ; traces of outer circle; cut at
bottom.

. As above: traces of mould-juncture at bottom ;

cut at top.
/B;08; wt. 81-0gr. (2:0 grm.). [Pl. XXXIII. 7.]

, Asmo. 10; on left », and right six, barely discernible

on the margin.

, As no. 10.

A 0-65; wt, 26-8 gr. (1.74 grm.).

clear that these coins, in all denominations,

r he same-types and legends on both obverse and

Both the male head (on the obverse) and the

The former, the ring-

).

eagle type is until now unrecorded on South

oins, although it is to be seen on certain coins

Nabataeans.® But the latter is a different variety

The particular eagle with open wings on the

;f the Greel; Coins of Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Persia,
nd 64.

68 f,
Pi. 1, nos 9, 6.
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present coins is also different from the Ptolema; - .
though the ponderons fabric of some of the 001_1’13*1_
se%ves Is Very reminiscent of that of the lawms
coins of the Ptolemiss and naturally .~su{.3;ges.tsge :
or relationship, My colleague Mr, Robinson i

os of the Hadramaut in Pre-Tslamic days. Just as
find on the Katabanian inseriptions the god “Amim,
the Sabaean the god Ilmakah, and on the Minaean
o pod Wadd occupying the role of local folk-deity,
o we find the relatively few Hadramautic inscrip-
e S g ' éﬂ;particularizing the god Sin.®

S ; Sin was the god of the moon. TUnlike the mytho-
] sical concepts of the classical civilizations in
¢ch a sun-god and a moon-goddess were worshipped,
South Semitic races—like the Germanic—con-
dered the moon as a male and the sun as a female
"Tge important role played by Sin the moon-god as
ther of the gods ” in Arabia in ancient times was
10 doubt largely due to the fact that to the nomadic
B dounin, who avoided travelling in the heat of the
-day sun, the moon by night was their most reliable
e. Hence he, naturally, assumed in their eyes the
ace of chief deity. However that may be, we find the
of the moon-god flourishing from very early times
mongst the Semitic peoples.’ The Biblical Ur of the

Fio. 1. . F1e, 2
(100-24 B.c) (Firat cent. 8.c.)

001‘1siders that the closest numismatie resemblan
th-ls variety of eagle type oceurs on the Roman In
coins of Antioch® or better still on certain o
Roman coins struck at Alexandria in the
century 4.p.7 g

Although coin ne, 1 [Pl XXXIII. 1] is the only
on szhich the full legends of both obverse and res
are-lntact there can be no doubt as to the ace |
their transcription. The problem of int&rpr.
however, offers certain difficuities. There is no

1. Nielsen, Handbuch der altarabischen Altertwmskunde, Copen-
hagen, 1927, 1, p. 198. For iuscriptional oceurrences see Répertoire
épiyraphie sémitique, v, nos. 2693, 2704, 3952, 4180, 4182, 4207,
about the meaning of the obverse legend to the d G. Ryckmans, Inscr. sud-Arabes .in M?cse'on, 1987, pp. 24'5—?.
of the male head It is . = i 1 a stone fragmenti.h'om Aden (l)u})llshed in the Corpus Inscripti-

e head. ltis "Iflll, 1.e. Stn, in which we onum Semiticarum, iv, 2, no, 594 bis ) the god’s name apparently

at once recognize the national deity of the anei ' ocours in a defective form as |-||J.| s(1)r. See also Littmann’s
-_ - inseription below, p. 277.
& 7 r - .
IQB;M.C. of the Greek Coins of Galatia, Cappadocia, o ~ * In modern Arabic the moon ()_.s) is still a masculine and the
;)I'Id 7.’ nos. 347, 352 (Septimius Severus), See below p. 27 . {.“,...:.) a feminine substantive, just as Mond and Sonne in
" B.M.C. ; . i Terman,
o be]o‘vc)agé};)e ?i’omgflf.ilexandn'a and the Nomes, PL. XXV, - " See article SIN in Roscher's Lexicon, pp. 883-921. We are
(Trajan) axllc.l 157’0 gH _[’ c - Dattari, Numi Augg. Alex., nos, ] - mostly familiar with his name in connexion with the Wandering
(Hadrian). of the Israelites in the * Wilderness of Sin” (Exodus, chap. 16,

NoaTsm, CURON., VOL. XVI!, BERIES T. T
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Chaldees was g celebrated centre of his ge
“The powerful dynasties which ruled Shy
Akkad from there in the fourth millennium K
less introduced the worship of their speci
every city they ruled, and by the time that the kingg
of the Third Dynasty of Ur, about 23002190, Were
controlling the river valleys from the city of Ashur in
the north to the Persian Gulf, from Ur to Susa, Sip
Was an accepted membor of the pantheon, Wworshippeg
at Babylon as elsewhere,” 1
From the Tigro-Euphrates Valley the worship of the
moon-god no doubt Passed into the great Arabiay
Peninsula, As already mentioned above, his namg
Sin oceurs on several inseriptions from the Hadramaut,
But this is the first recorded instance of hig name
appearing on coins, although his crescent-symho] g
found frequentlyon Himgarite and other South Arabigy
epigraphic and numismatic remains.’? In view of this
fact it is all the more remarkable that his crescent
should be absent from the present coins though his
name is written in full, unless, of course, we regard the
curved line below the eagle on the reverse as being
intended for that, But, as will appear below, this is
doubtful. '
Are we to regard the male head on the obverse as
& Tepresentation of the god himself? The fact that
the god’s name accompanies it makes it more than
probable. But it is also concelvable that the head hare
portrayed is meant for some king of the Hadramaut,

—-_— &  F
&c.) and the Peninsula of Sinai which stj]) to-day perpetuates his
name.

‘! Sidney Smith, Bobylonian Historical Texts, pp. 53-54.

" See above p. 264, figs. 1 and 2, anq below p. 271, fig. 4.

Votees,
Iner and
ad doubg.
al god ill

] COINAGE. 2
A NE ‘

i, ¢ {ing of
authority emanated from Sin, “the King
086 ¢ 3

" s, incorporated that

. .hap
» gand whose name, pet ’ ) |
. :d in some compound form such as is common
of the 8
: itic nomenclature. . .
g in isolation on the left o
The large letter g (M) in 1s

is capable of several suggested exp'lana,tions. It
R p'nently delineated in every instance, even
- Promlll ins, to be merely tagged on to the name
i v: (:" 1(; of the mimation characteristic of
5“7_" af a:h eS:r;lfl‘c language group (thus A.S'Il\h?l). We
E refore, regard it as an abbreviation for some
mUSt’tzlilzléw(;r(i Several conjectures suggest them-
uncer .

501(:)35;3 the initial letter of A1d = yLk (malak), i.e.

ku(ll%' As denoting [1AY = Mxrs (Jgukgrazbzabti;:z
i 2 iest-king of the South

ge:j:jilf;le ((gott;ieolf)'r;}it;ek coijectures are, however,
m .

improbable. , L o
lm(ISOAS sta)nding for f1)4 = ¥’ (mas a),dl.(:.h::lall;l Ee
lord. In this case the full obverse legen owa b
# (®')sin, Le. “ the man or lord of (the god) 5% :
;\iiiaaissi migh’t even possibly be 1':he proper'na,n‘l:e:e
the Hadramaut Lking in whose reign thle C;);ZZ ere
struck. A parallel to th§ ph}'ase may be et 2
Minaean inscription published by Jausseé e
gnac!® where the proper name Jo Xﬁ)ﬂ M;A'L Seel;ls
Mar atwadd) oceurs, the signiﬁcanci ofl\\Iv l;tmann s
to be “the lady of (the god) Wadd ", dgl; .
interprets the name as “Priucess of Wa |

ion / ] ii, p. 290,
13 Mission archéologique en Ara;bw, E'a;ls,) 1;);4, 1, 1
Y Beitrige zur Mindischen Epigraphik, p. 24. .



9
268 J. WALKER.

des Wadd). Mar'at is the feminine of Marg

we nave already mentioned above, the god W:::;; .
specially revered by the Mingeans in just the o
way as Sin was by the People of the Hadramg .
tnat.the parallelism is complete. Again on g Hrlt, ,
rite .11.1scription published in the Corpus I'nscri. ti;mya.
Semiticarum IV, i, P.-295f) we find the uamgm,a’:“:‘

SHAMAS (ﬁ}]jh)ﬂ), literally “man of the sun” ;
sarf;ant. Oor worshipper of (the sun-goddess) S i
which is presumably used as g broper name l_;a-""ws,
there are many cognate examples, T

(d) Perhaps the y js the initial letter of a place.

name. ' g ok : i
me. Professor @, Ryckmans of Louvain, the eminent

suggesting that it may refer to some sanctyar of th
god Sin, e.g. )@}3 MSHWR, I.e. Ma&war”; ogthat i:
may conceal the name of 5 mint-town, Longpéri

followed by Schlumberger,” had in the same wap 5 ?
gnsted that the well-known letter ¥ (§) on the -Zhu;
of Athena in the early Sabaean coins was intended(?;r
the mint-signature of the town of Nejran (Il)‘ll] =
NJRN). Unf'ortunately for Schlumberger’s view hov-v—
ever, other isolated enigmatic letters oceur on fam—'
different denominations, which would on the same

¥ Bee K. Conti Rossini, ¢p ]
_ K v Chrestomatl, abica Merid; é
E)])éyraph1f!a’ Fome 1981, po. 180_18;;. vie Arabica Meridionalis
. Cf. (hls’ Les Noms propres sud-sémitiques, i, p. 414 b
Le Trésor de Sar’d, Paris, 1880, pp. 2, 204 '
® BM.C Arabia, p. xlvii, , .
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Jetter is the same on all denominations, and therefore,
whatever it represents, it cannot be a denominational
abbreviation, whereas it may possibly be a mint-
signature.

If, for supposition’s sake, we take the letter to be
3 mint-initial, then M. Ryckmans suggests to me the
town of Maifa‘at (X007 = MIF'T) which is known
from several inscriptions.’?

Whatever the significauce of the letter may be it is
interesting to mote that it also appears in just such a
position behind the ringleted head on the obverse of
asmall silver coin illustrated by Miiller.” Whichever
of the above conjectures, if indeed any of them, is the
true one may mever be ascertained, and we must be
content to leave it thus.

If the obverse is difficult, the reverse is even more so.
The values, however, of the Sabaean characters are
beyond dispute: sEHKk/vsEH. The former word (Shir)
means “ top or roof of a building ”,#! and is also known
in Katabanian inscriptions as the sanctuary of the local
god ‘Amm.** As part of a Sabaean proper name it is
also preserved in the translation of a tomb-inscription

1 Cf. Ryckmans, op ¢z, p. 343. Two places of this name,
situated two days’ journey apart, are known, according to the
Biépertoire, v, no. 20687, 1. 4. Maifa Metropolis is mentioned by
Ptolemy (Geographia, V1, vii, 41). See C.1.8., 1V, ii, pp. 360-361.

* Sidarabische Alterthiimer im Kunsthistorischen Hofmuseum,
Vienna, 1899, p. €9, Pl XIV, no. 21. The coin in question, it
must be remembered, shows the head facing left, since it is
die-struck and not cast like the ones which we are now con-
sidering.

# Conti Rossini, op cit., p. 252 (summitas aedificii, tectum).

# Cf. Ryckmans, ibid., i, p. 375 ; Grohmann, Gattersymbole, p. 66D,
“By command of "Amm of Shakr (“dwm dhi-Shakr).” Byckmans
vocalizes the name as Shukr.
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triple namesg 2 amougst the South Argh;

an kiugs, eg.:

(Sabaean) 4+ ‘
Ya'min Yuharl}'_:iil’)/)l.lm:"ﬂn)f”:";ll (Naﬁa’karib

(Katabanian) 3ohYP 11y yy3 (Shahar Hijjy

Yuhan'im).

Hame contains the same initj

transposed, If by any ch
y J a g
Yuhanim Shahar Hijaf 11 Hce Y8HH shoyld stand for

. erisa proper
latter is the Same as the Arjg?cb;lcilgﬁi;gmonth); g
. The significance of the eagle-type must ;11?)100?.
sidered, Important clues are furuishe}l b\ v 18
markable Soyth Arabian gews, one (qg) in tg:a ?Bv:i)ti::

name meaning «mgoy, *

M Ryckmans, ibid., p. 32,

1, lxix; Jaussen in Bevue Biblique,
dings of the British
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yusenm (fig. 4) and the other (b) in Berlin (fig. 5).
on account of their bearing on the subject they

deserve some brief description:
(a) This remarkable gem was first published by

Fie. 4.

Birch and Franks? in 1863, Tt is described thus:
“Very convex oval intaglio, engraved on a sardonyx
with white layers, ;% in. high ; in the centre an eagle,
holding apparently, a branch; about it are the Himya-
ritic letters BTN Nadim ; below is an inscription in
Cufic characters, of which only the latter part can be
deciphered, viz.: U olie » “in the punishment (or
torture) of the fire’. This gem was probably found in
Babylonia, and was acquired by the Museum in 1854
with a collection formed by Captain Jones, H.E.I.C.”
The chief exception that must be taken to the above

* Inscriptions in the Himyarite character now deposited in the
British Museum chiefly discovered in South Arabia, Pl. XVIII, no. 42,
The above drawing is reproduced from this source, as the actual
gem was not available at the time for purposes of examinatisn and
photograply. Its valuc as an archaeological relic ean be deduced
from the number of times it has since been reproduced and com-
mented on. Thefollowinginstancesare known to me : E. Osiander
in his article *“ Zur himyarischen Alterthumskunke” in Z.D.M &,
six (1865), P1. 35, no. e, p. 293, D. Nielsen, Die altarabische Mond-
religion (Strassburg, 1904), p. 157, fig. 25; A. Grohmann in bhis
valuable article Gottersymbole und Symboltiere auf stidara.
bischen Denkmilern” (Vieana, 1914) and in his chapter '“Zur
Archiiologic Stidarabiens in Nielsen’s Handbuch, i, p. 175, fig. 75;
and recently in the Corpus, 1V, iii, no. 736.
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the above gems, is the eagle-god whose worship 1;
d amongst the pagan Arabs before. the fiays. o
- In this connexion we have an 111um1nat1'ug
_18:;6 in the Koran (Sura 71, verses 22-23), in which

description isthat the characters, other than Himyari :
are Pehlevi, angd not Arabic in Kufic script. With th
conclusion (also that of the editors of the 07

although it wounld require a minute examination of
original before one counld try to determine any possi
meaning. The Himyarite legend has been read
ﬂl"ﬁli (Na'dmy= o Very rare proper name apparen
which can throw no light on what concerns us here,
namely the eagle. What does, however, throw con-
siderable light Is the presence above of the crescent

Fre. 8.
symbol, the significance of which will be consldere@. Al“lfi'og‘] ;;?ioch “'e’”‘{‘.fg““
later. . At A.D. 202, 4., 128,

(6) The Berlin gem is ap onyx with an eagle sy ain of these deities of the Jahiltya, or Pre-Islamic
rounded by a Sabsean legend in two lines reading
(left to right) across [‘"l"ﬂoﬂ = LHI'M (ie. lakiy amm),
The meaning is “ May (the god) "Amm make happy
It was first publisheq by J. H. Mordtmann, 2 e
Although the eagle-type on these gems is in eac
case more akin in style to the one ou the_coius . a'ik and Nasr” (723, G )
Antioch (see figs. 6 and 7) in that its head is turned add we already know as the folk-god of the Mmaesflns.
backwards, nevertheless jts association with & Crescent- ccording to Arabic tradition Suwa® was the tribal
symbol on the one hand, and with mention of ¢ y of Hudhail,while Yaghath and Ya'ak were rever_ed
moon-god ‘Amm on the other, indicates that it re spectivel;ﬂby the tribes of Madhhij and Hamdan.
sents a lunar and not a solar deity, as is usually bhe ut Nasr is the onme that particularly concerns us.
case with the Syrian eagle. In fact, we can safely t Arabic works of reference give little more con-
suppose that the eagle on our new coins, as well ing Nasr than what we already know from the

: 2 and I{.) Ckll] ns ibﬂi. I] OIE.DI(! [)dssage A~ (l ] y “on ()f t}le ﬁve

7 S0 i 7] ( 1 abO e uoted) nam el one

; i i . . . l t/h .A.l‘ bS Or\hipped ! He was tvlle
( S whle 1 e a W NS .

although Halévy in Jourmal Asiatique, Ve Série, tome iv (1 ; . "
g ’ ' ecial deity, Liowever, of the Himyarite clan of Dhu’l

b. 352, ventured to read Dangm, Lt )
% In Z.D.M G, xxxix (1885), P-236; and again in his Himyars adan Tn Arabic the word nasr (;‘_’) means some-
. gy akit, Geogr. Wirtes buch, ed. F. Wiistenfeld, iv, pp. 780-761.

Iuschriften und Altertamer in ey kiniglichen Museen zu Berli
~* Or Dhu'LKil@. De Sacy’s Chrestomathie arabe, iii, p. 105;

impious people of the days of Noah FNZI-_’Z). .

According to the tradition enshrined in the Koran,
se infidels plotted “and said: Forsake n?t your
s; forsake not Wadd nor Suwa, 110}r Yaéghui_h and
s oy Yy Ell Yy 15y 5 V),

B -

1898, p. 52. Recently and more accurately it has been published
in the C.1.3, ibid., no. 807. \
i
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times “vulture”, byt it is usually the name applicab)q to

the eagle . and as we know from other Sourceg 82 that

the Arabs Wworshipped the eagle, it is Permissiplq to
conclude that Ngep Was an eagle-god associated With
the moon-cult, as can pe argued from the eVideney
of the above gems and the presence of an eaglg op the

the great moon-goq
Sin,

8 centary before Mobammad earned notorjet
massacring the Christians of Nejran.ss

The Presence, therefore, in South Arabia of an eagle-
cult with Innar associations js amply vouched for, and
the present coins Provide us with fregh confirmatiop,

— L
In only one instance—and
nstrued as feminine (F. A,
- P r . oyt - . . -I
Arnolq, Chiestomathig Arabica, i, p. 189, J)IJ:.;J ul&sﬁ el
Eml $3) in a Commentary by 3 wiiter

(4.D. 1116) and is scarcely likely to hay

°! See Lane's Arabic Lezico,, p. 2759

32 In the Doctrine of the Aposile Addai, for instance, we read that
the inhabitants of the town of Edessa in Syria were accused of
worshipping the eagle as did the Arabs. See Doctring Addaei,
ed. Phillips, D. 24, quoted by W, Robertson Smith in his Kinship
and Marriage in Larly drabiq, p. 209, and by J. Wellhausen,
LBeste arabischon Hrz’deutkwns, b. 23,

# See Yakit, op. cit.; 1bn al-Kalbi, Kirap

al-Asndm, edited by
Ahmed Zekj Pacha, 1924 ; ang Revye Bibligue, 1926, p- 410.

and Osiander in ZM.D.G., vii, p. 473,
that perhaps aceidentally— jq Nasr co
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% rising, in view of the importance of the 0111;::
. Pre-Islamic Arabs, that the eagle does 1
i the' ently amongst the animals sculp.tured
. numents so far discovered. But it h.as
o 'momind that Arabia is still terra incognita
k. bomﬁ 11?:)lo 1st, although it is gratifying to learn
k. f”'c ::irk gthe, donor of these coins, is now con-
- 'MISS Lh,aa.eol;ooical excavations in the Hadram‘a.ut.
|l arf)abilit;fhrther evidence of the cult of the
i pfiowill be forthcoming as a result. .
g us point noticed by Jaussen 'atnd Savignac
j'& ('zumz)'hid., p- 400) is that the ea.n,gle is ml.IChNCOT};
- he monuments of Medaiu Saleh in Nor
j:of'zotrlll:r:eon those of Petra, the Nabat.a:ai;l meig:
. ¥ ect to find it, if’ Dussa
- “Z?Zre ((J)I::e:totuljjt ilﬁg worship of Nasr, thfe eagle-
i ct the Arabs was an echo of the S?’rlan Cl'llt
g d. Although Jaussen and Savignac dis-
g Sufl—god'.;; view, they nevertheless regard the
o D‘;bsffzsr as a so,lar deity. Iu the wesf.; the eagle
R . he bird of Zeus, and in certain parts of
e certaml}f 4 1 ip of the latter, together
the Hellenistic world the wo.rshlp 0 , aitel, Logether
with his symbol, was assimilated to tha o Sy
sun-god, Such syncretism may hold gob on B
and perhaps North Arabia, ?nt it may no poud v the
case of South Arabian remains. We hav? gou on the
gems, above mentioned, and on th'ese newly .With red
coins.’ the association of the eaglf in each (iasi L e
mooﬁ»god cult. Moreover, we find the Elama,widemal
every case (with the one late and probad ZS eatental
exception noted above p. 274) construed a

¢ oo
7 ? -7 ari 03, pp. 22-23,
* Notes de mythologie syrienne, Pariz 1903, p
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(b) On inscriptions containing the name of &a}m?z
(Sun) in compound form, e.g. C.1.8., uo?. 2..'26,28.5 (whe

"(Sﬂu distinet traces of rays falling from the
o a;: 828. Anmother instance is perhaps on the
Sk): ?;(;u ;ui}lished by Mordtmann and Mitfjwoc'h
sc;cf)t};jembwn Wissmannsche Siidarabien- Reise, -1,
P- 139—-140. and ii, p. 111, fig. 73, but the legend is

tioned, and always as a goddess or Ba'alat s,
We may safely draw the conclusion that the divipje
Nasr of the Arabian luseriptions ang of the Koray Was
in fact an eagle- or 'Vulture-deity, as the name Indes
implies, and g tribal moon-god, not g solar goddesg,#7

What conelusio can be drawn from the presence
the crescent and disk (&) above the eagle op th
British Musenm gem?  The significance of the s
has been variously Interpreted : (@) as crescent a
star (Venus); (6) as ecrescent and sun-disk ; (c)
crescent and full-moon,

An examination of the occurrence of the symbo] ¢ 3
South Arahian Monuments reveals it iy, the followin,
contexts:

(a) On an altar dedicated T, Sharik . Shérif ma
be an epithet “eastern” applied to some deity, perhan
dthiar (C.1.8, iid., o, 453).  Mordtmann (Z.p y o
XXXIX, p. 235) has pointed out that the worg (3l
known to the lexicographers as a Pre-Islamic i |
Moreover it cannot vefer to 4 solar deity, since « sun
in Himyarite is feminine,
o :

® The name also occurs as tle PIOper name of & man, Cop,
1v, no, 434, Iine 7. For Sabgean inseriptions with dedicati
Nasr sce Corpus, ibid., nos, 189, 552-555, and R.ES no, 4
for its Occurrence op g Lihyanite Inscription fonng at E
(Al“Ulg) in Nortp Arabia, see D, | Miiller, Epigraphische
miler ans Arabien, p, 71, P 1v,

¥ See Corpus, bid., pp. 859 f.

¥ Osiandey (Z.D.ae.,vii, P 475) considered the eagle ag a0
goddess; Nielsen, however (Altarabische Mondreligion, p-157), ag
in regarding it s 5 symbol of (he lyngy national god, althoug

looks upon the disk of the symbo] é} as being g star, presum
Venus (fbid., p. 110), above 4 ereseent moon,

certain, -
'ﬁ:)‘m(];r; an altar with mention of the moon-god Wadd,
|

ell as of “Athtar, Sm‘, and Dhat Hmsi, the latter
V 4 goddess (Glaser, 737 ; Grohmann, Gittersymbole,
8 sun- )

;)-OD an altar consecrated to Wadd the mwoon-god

TCE;S&E igléatabanian altar with (I)I)lention of the moon-

3 : ibid., p. 40).

'.Od Ag’;”;f raollfjal.];-dfljl‘:érz:mt If)'ouud in Abyssinia, 'but
';' Igljzh no doubt emanated from the Hadramaut, Sll;l;e
1s dedicated to the moon-god Sin (whose Zajzsum—
ntally is written sn) (E. Littmann, De.ut.s'? -il "
pedition, iv, no. 32, p. 60; Grohmann, ibi . P41,
§ .-'gi(;;agn an inseription (C.1.8., 251) in whlchsther:lslz
1 mention of either sun or moon or star, See o
rdtmann and Mittwoch, op. cit., i, pp. 139,‘234—:60,
.P- 111-114; and Ryckmans in Muséon, 19'.37, p. ~l
-:'(h) On the British Museum gem (no. 42)d“;1t1:;1?a§0?1_,
o Himyarite coins (see above, figs. 1 an )1 oo
ction with a male head which most pro_ba.b y is hat
deity; and on a Sabaean gem in Berlin {:.l.lOngGilh-
Ur animals’ heads, horse, goat, sheep, and lion (Gro
0n. ¢hid.. p, 40) %8 - .
There is uppfmiltly an eagle, facing right, with open wings

=
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Grohmann, whe has discussed the problem (ébig,

1t indicated the moon-godhead, either in conjunctiou
with hig daughter, o Spouse—the sun~(g0ddess),-or
else with ‘Athtar (Ishtar, Astarte), in which case the dig},
above symbolizeq the star, The Present writer jg o

the present coips and the above-mentioneg gems (4), it
18 tantamonunt to Certainty, The coing have the moop-
god Sin—plus the eagle-god ; ¢he B.M. Gem hag the
eagle standing on g lanar creseent Wwith crescent and
disk above; while the Beriin gem *® hag the eagle to-
gether with g reference to the Katabaniap moon-god
Amm. In €ach of these cases there is a lunqy relation.
ship.

Before we conclude ony Interpretatio of the reverse
type there is one miner point, that deserves a passing
notice. Below the eagle an undulating |ine will be
observed ( ). The questiop arises: Has thig any
special significance ? Or is i simply a base }ina?
but without nscription og gz Himyarite stone in the possession of

Kaiky Muncherjee of Aden, See Jaussen's article in the Repye
Biblique, 1926, pj, X, no. 3, and X111, no, 3,

% 1t should Perhaps be borne n mingd in this connexion that in
Sabaean the word Shames (sun) has become dccording to Prof,
Ryckmans i, p. 33) un terme énérigue désignant les dipinitis
Janiligles,

* Not mentioned Ly Grohmany,

p—

A NEW TYPE OF SOUTH ARABIAN COINAGE. 279

The presence of a curved line, presumably g }unar

escent below the eagle on the B.M. gem mentioned
c;;ve suggests that perhaps the present line may Lave
; simi’la-r significance. There is, however, just another
;ossibﬂity which suggests itself, namely, that it may

epresent the well-known curved sign p on the already
r 0

published Himyarite coinst Tt is. frequently asso-
oiated on the Sabaean monnments with the mo.on-god
limakah, so that it would not be ’out of place in con-
junction with other lunar symbolism here. 42 ‘
The question of an approximate date f(?r these coins
may now be ventured. A comparison w1th the typres
on Himyarite coins together with the parallels already
noted on Roman Imperial coins of Antioch and Alexan-
dria would indicate at the earliest the second ceutur‘y
An. The epigraphy of the coins rather favours this
view. The forms of the letters point to a late date.
Hill®* summed up the extant coinage of Southern
Arabia Felix as follows : . .
(1) The coinage of the Sabaean dynasty', diverging
into (a) the Himyarite and () the Katabanian. '
(2) A small separate group, which may be Minaean,
The discovery of the aboye coins enables us to add
& lew species which we May conveniently term the

"Amantic,
Hadramautic Jons Watxes,

U Hill, ibig,, p. lvii f,

" For a discussion of this symbol of godhead, or]rod of
Sovereignty and its Babylonian counterpart consult Groumanu,
Gb‘ttersyw.-mole, pp. 6-15. ’

® Lbid,, p. 1xxxiv,
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