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XVI. 
A NEW TYPE OF SOOTH ARABIAN COIN, 

[SEE PLATE XXX1II.J 

Taaouaa the generosity of Miss Freya Sta* 
intrepid explorer and author of enthralling boo1 
Eastern travel, tbc British Mosenm has recent! 
quired twelve bronze coins with Sabspan inscrip( 
of a type hitherto unrecorded. They were sele 
from coins which Miss Stark procured in the Ha 
maut l during her  visit there in 1936: and which 
cording to information given her, were fonnd on 
way between Shihr  and Tarim. 

The coins were so crude-looking that at first-e 
cialiy in  their uncleaned state-they did not apl 
beyond suspicion. But a carefnl consideration of 
details of provenance, fabric, types, and  epigraph^ 
sufieient to substantiate their authenticity, Nc 
over,Dr. Plenderleitl~ oE the British Muse~un laboratc 
who very kindly had the  coins clenned, declares t 
their chemical composition is similar to that of so 
lmdoubtedly ancient bronzes brought from the sa 
region which he Lad examined a short Lime previous 

The form Hndrnmaut is used here rather than the mme no 
rate &dlmlbt, which gives the transliteration 3.d pmovoeiat 
of the modem Arabic name, simply becnuse it baa the  m o t ,  
of long years of usage i n  English booh of nf~ienee.  
' A delightful account of her expsdit~on, which r a g  unfor 

nntely intenupted by a dangerous illness, is given in  her hot 
T h e  Sorrthnrz Gates of An&ci. See also H h m a ~ l f :  Some o/ 
3fgster;es Qzveiltd, by D. Van der Nex~len and 8. Van Wiasman 
Leyden, 1932. 
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he have been cast from a series of moulds, 

junctions betsveeu each being still discernible 
te they had been amputated. The Nuseum speai- 

all from different moulds. Both the obverse 
reve,~e legends are reversed, which implies that 
nonlds were made direct and were no t  impressed 
a psitive. 

lo. Beardless male head to right wearing long ringlets ; 
in field, behind bcad, 4 (reversed) = M ; before 

face, d m w a r d s ,  $?A (reversed)=sin (name of the 
~Ioon-God) ; all within double circle. 

,, Eagle standing, to right, with open wings; irr field 
left, doanwards)() ( n v e r m d ) = ~ ~ n ;  right down- 
wards Y3t ( r e v e ~ s e d ) = u ~ u  , (bottom part of eagle 
and portions of the legend obliterated). 

B;  1.88 ; wt. 1,126 gr, (73.0 grm.). [Pl. XXXIII. 1.1 

)bu. As no. 1, 11ut the casting is more sharply defined and 
the join in the mould is disce~,nible at  the bottom. 
(The top of the coin bas been broken off, obliterating 
the fiist letter of the name S~EI. )  

pew. As no. I, but coin broken off at top and legend on 
left side obliterated. The bottom part of the eagle 

is illtact and there is discernible below the talons 
a curved line - . 

; 1.9 ; wt. 832.8 gr. (53.97 grm.). 
[Pl. XXXIII. 2.1 

Oh. Coulpletely obscured by a t,hick band of bronze 
r ~ h i c h  has become fused across the flan ; the  double 
circle of the  mould is all that is visible of the ... - -  

original design. 

Rev. As no. 2, but legend as complete a s  on no. 1 

- 

tlmurrh badly worn down ; traces of jullcture of ..- - 

m d d  viviblE at top. 
A3 ; 2.0; wt. 1,555 gr. (87.8 grm.). 
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4. Oh. As no. 1, but edge broken partly w right. 
Rm. As no. 2, but edge broken at left, c~mple tdy   cut^,,,^ 

out legend on that side. 
3 ; 1.8 ; wt. 515.2 gr. (33.40 grm.). 

[PI. X X m I .  3. J 

-5. O b t ~  As no. 1, but head larger; the legends on &ht 
almost obliterated ; all within an oval; ti 
juncture at top. 

Rev. As no. 2, but legend almost completely 
outer circle. (Thin fabric.) 
A3 ; 2.0 ; wt. 324.1 gr. (21.0 grm.). 

6. Obv. As no. 1 ; traces of face visible ; s and I of 
on right, obliterated ; mould-juncture discerl 
top ; holed and cut on right. 

Rev. Obliterated ; faint traces of eagle's right win 
A3 ; 1.8 ; wt. 251.5 gr. (16.3 grm.). 

7. 06v. Small head right ; in field behind, a large 
reversed ; in front, downward, $9 (reverse 
SIN; traces of mould-juncture at  bottom. 

Ilev. Crude outline of eagle right ; in field be] 
letters O3 (reversed)==v are just discen 
front, downwards, traces of 37 (revers 
only discernible. 
13; 0.75; wt. 45.0 gi-. (2.91 grm.). 

[Pl. xx: 

hind, the 
lible; in 
ed)=um 

8. Obu. As no. 7. [PI. X X X I I I .  41 

Rev. Faint tlaces of smdl  eagle ; all kaces of leeq 
obliterated; traces of moold-juncture at top. 

; 0.8 ; wt 50.0 gr. (3.24 grrn.: 

9. Obv. AS no. 7 ;  traces of mould-j top 
bottom. [PI. XXXIII. 6.1 

Rev. Faint remains of eagle ; the only labre1 a v  all visl~lr 
is the 4 (!() on left ; t r a m  of mould-juncture 
and botto111. 
2 ; 0.9 ; rvt. 58.5 gr. (3-4 grrn.). 

1. 

uncture 

l..b&.... "t 

3. obv. Traces of head right; the only parts of the legend 
clearly visible are the M on left and the i o n  right; 
traces of mould-junctute at top. 

RW Traces of eagle and Sabaean letters ; traces of 
nlould-junct ure at top. 
B ; 0.75 ; wt. 38.5 gr. (249 grm.). 

I 
I q i  fiburn As above: only M and SI visible on left and 

right respectively ; traces of outer circle ; cut a t  
bottom. 

cv. As abwe : traces of mould-juocture at  bottom ; 
cut at top. 
23 ; 0.8 ; wt. 31 -0 gr. (2-0 grrn.). [Pl. XXXIII .  7.1 

h. As no. 10; on left M, and right SPN, barely discelmible 
on the mwgin. 

lev. As no. 10. 
23 ; 0.65; wt. 26.8 gr. (1.74 grm.). 

is clear that these coins, i n  all denominations, 
the same types and legends ou both obverse and 
.so. Both the  male head (on t h e  obverse) and  t h e  

: (on the  reverse) a re  n o  doubt derived from Hel- 

lenistic or Roman prototypes. The former, t h e  ring- 

leted male head, is  already known on t h e  Himyari te  

, of South Arabia of t h e  class which Hi11 dates 
e first century B.C, as well as on those which h e Q  

ns to A.D. 50-150. There is the  same t reatment  of 

lair falling i n  ringlets a t  the  side (see p, 264, 
1-3). 

eagle type is  until  now unrecorded on South 
lian coins, although it is to be seen on certaiu coins 

e Nabataeans."ut t h e  la t ter  is  a different variety 
gle. The particnlar eagle with open wings oil t h e  

"-X.C. of the Q m k  Coins of Ambirr, MP~-optamin, rrnrl Persia, 
L ff. and 64. 
JU., p. 68 f. 
ill, ibid., Pi. i ,  nos 5, 6. 
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present coins is also different from the 
though the ponderous fabric of some of 
selves is very reminiscent of that. of t 
coins of the Ptolemino and naturally s q  

or relationship, My colleague Mr. Rob 

FIG. 1. Fro. 2. 
(100-21 B.C ) (First cent. B.c.) 

considers that  the closest nnmismatic 1 
this variety of' eagle type occurs on t,he R 
coins of AntiochG or better still on ( 

Roman coins struck at  Alexa~ldria il 
century A . D . ~  

Although coin no. 1 [PI. XXXIII. 1) i 
on which the full legends of' both obver 
are intact there can be no doubt a s  to tl 

t,heir transcription. The proble~n of i 
however, offers certain difficuities. The 
about the  meaning of the obverse legenc 

of the male head. It is $PA, i.e, Sin, in  
a t  once recognize the natiollal deity oi 

B.N.C. of t h e  Grerk Coins of G&t& Guppnc 
11. 193, nos. 347,352 (Septimius Seterus). See be1 
and 7. 

R.N. C. of tthe Coins ~fAlexand~+rt  n r d  the hTom 
see below 11. 275, fig. 8;  cf. Dattali, Mtm' Atrgg. 
(Trajan) and 1570 (Hnclrian). 
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,, of the Hadramaut in  Pre-Islamic days. Just as 

find on the Katabilnian inscriptions the god 'Amm, 
,be SBbse&n the god IZrnabah, and on the Ninaean 
pd W a d .  occupyiug the r6le of local folk-deity, 

l o  me find the relatively few Hadramantic inscrip- . particularizi~~g the god 
xn s a s  the god of the moon. Unlike the mytho- 

oal collcepts of the classical civilizatiolls i n  
ch a sun-god and a moon-goddess were worshipped, 
south Semitic races-like the Germanic-con- 

:red the moon as a male and the sun as a female 

'he imporbnt  r61e played by  sir^ the moon-god as 
&her of the gods " in Arabia in ancient times was 
doubt largely due to the fact that to the nomadic 
jouin, who avoided travelling i n  the heat of the 
!-day sun, the moon by uight  mas their most reliable 
de. Hence he, naturally, assumed i n  their eyes the 
ce of chief deity. However that may be, we find the 
t of the moon-god flourishing from very early times 
ongst the Semitic peoples.I0 The Biblical TJr of the 

D. Kelsen, Handburh der allai-abischelz Allwlrrinsh%crde, Copen- 
en,  1927, i, 13.193. For iriscriptional occwrences see RLprtoi2.e 
iyupl~ie sdmitique, v, nos. 2693, 2701, 3952, 4180, 4182, 4207, 
G. Ryckmans, ilrrxr, s u d - A ~ a b e s  in Bfns~cm, 1937, pp. 245-9. 

~ s t ~ n e  fragment f l o m  Aden (published in the Colpus Ittsc~.ipti- 
m ~emilicn~.am, i v ,  2, no. 594 bis ) the gocl's name apparently 

113 in a defectlw form as $t( s(~)n.  See also Littmann's 
liplim below, p. 277 - - 
In mr~deln Arabie the luoon (pi) is stlll a masculine and the 

(-) a feminine substmtive, just as Nand and Soulle in 
man. 
See aiticle 5'TN in Koscher's Lerico~,,  pp. 883-921. We are 

t l ~  fmil lar  with h i s  n a m e  in connexion with the Wand~r ing  
he Israelite5 in t h e  " Wildein~ss of Sin" (EXO~LIS,  chap. 16, 
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Chaldees was a celebrated centre of Lis devo 
"The powerfi~l dynasties which ruled Shumer 
Akkad from there ju the fourth millennium had dc 
less introduced the worship of their  special go, 
every city they ruled, and by the time that the k 
of the Third Dynasty of LTr, about 2500-2190, , 
controlling the river valleys from the city of Ashc 
the  north to the Persian Gulf; from Ur to Suss, 
was an  accepted membor of the pantheon, worshll: 
at  B ~ ~ b ~ i o n  as elsewhere." l1 

From the Tigro-Euphrates Valley the tvonhip of 
moon-god no doubt passed into the great Arat 
Peninsula. As already mentiousd shove, his nl 
Sill occurs on several inscriptions from tile Hadram 
But  this is the first recorded inshnee  of his ni 
appearing on coins, although his crescent-symbo 
found freqaentlyon flimyarite and other South Arat 
epigraphic and n~lmisrnatic rernains.IY I n  view of I 
fact i t  is all the more remarkable that  his c r a c  
should be absent from the present coins though 
name is written in full, unless, of course, we regard 
curved line below the eagle on the reverse as be 

iiitended for t h a t  But, as will appear below, thir 
donbtful. 

Are we to regard the male head on the obverse 
a representation of' the god himself? The fact tl 
the god's l ian~e  accompanies i t  makes i t  more t h  
probable. But  i t  is also conceivable that the head hi 
portrayed is meant for some king of the Hadrama 

kc.) and the Peninsula of Sinai wbicll still t o - d a ~  perpetuates 
name. 
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" Sidney Smitll, Bnbglon im Ilfslojdcai Texts, pp. 53 54 
See above 13. 264, figs. 1 and 2, and below 1, 271, fig, 4. 
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,~thority emanated From Sin, " the  King of 
d l v ,  %nd whose name, perhaps, incorporated that 
the god in gome compound form such as is common 
~ ~ ~ ~ ; f k .  nomenclature. 
[fie large letter 4 (r) in isolation on the left of the 
ad is of several suggested explanatious. I t  
too pmrnin.ntly delineated in every instance, even 
, the small coins, to be merely tagged 011 to the name 

a, an e r s ~ p ! e  of t h e  mimofion charact,eristic of 
is South Semitic language group (thus SfiVm). W e  
*,t, therefore, regard i t  as an ahbreviation for some 
,,rtain word. Several coujectures suggest them- 
11-es : 
(a) As the initial letter of fill = YLK (mal(lk), i.e. 

,ng. 
( h )  As den0thlg n)ha = MKRB (AIuliawib) the 

sl~eral title of the  priest-hiug of' the  South Arabian 
~onarchy, (Both of these conjectures are, however, 
nprobable.) 

(c)  As standing for h)a = ~i (mw'a), i.e. man or 
~ r d .  I n  this case the full obverse legend should be 
3ad as &I(R')s~N, i.e. " the man or lord of (the god) S%n ". . . 
Iar'a-Si~l might even possihly be the proper name 01 

he Hadramaut king iu  whose reign the coins mere 
tmck. A pra l l e l  to the phrase may he seen i n  a 
Iinaeau inscriptioll published by Jaussen and Savi- 

;nac1;< where the proper name qa xh)a "RATWD (i.e. 

Ilur'aiwadd) oe~urs ,  the  hignificauce of which seems 
o be 'I the lady of ( the god) Wadd ". hiordtmann I" 

nterprets the name as " Prineess of Wadd " (FGistin 
___ __- 

'"Mission addotD.r/ipuc en AraMe, Pel i~ ,  1914, ii, p. 290. 
" Beiiceye z u ~  ~ViMiaclren Epigiaphik, p 24. 

T 2 





recorded by Hamdani, the well-known Arabic histor 
and geographer of South Arabia (died A.D. 945) in 
.IkliL'3 I n  Tbarnudenian i t  is found as an epithel 
the god RudB.'* 

Prof. Ryekrnans, to whom I submitted my tra 
literation of the legend, confesses that he is imable 
solve the enigma, but that his owl1 view is that 
is the name of some place i n  the  Hadramaut, perha 
the residence of the sovereign {malak or mukarr 
whose initials may be comprised ill the rest of t 
legend Y E H .  H e  draws my attentiou to examples 
triple names 25 amougst the South Arabian kings, e.i 

(Sabaean, n~))Y?j\ah?/n)hh3\ {Ia&aJku 
Ya'min Yuharhi b). 

I t  is of interest to note in this corrnexion that the 1% 
name contains the same initial letters as Y ~ H ,  bu 
rransyosed. I f  by any chance Y ~ H  should stand fa 
Puhan lm SJahar Hilel i t  is a noteworthy coincideno 
that both &ahar m d  H i l d  have lunar sigllifical~ce il 
the South Semitic monuments. The former is aprope. 
name meaning ('moon " = Arabic & l i ~  (month) ; tht 
latter is the sama as the Arabic hilul (new-moon). 

The significance of the eagle-type must now be con- 
sidered. Important clues are furnished by two re- 
111m.kable South Arabian gems, one ( n )  in the British 

- 
23 See Rr21erfob-e, ri, no. 3181 his,+ ~j ,,i q +La il. 

. - U '' Hjcknlane, ibid.. p. 32. 
'"f. also Hill, ?bid., pp. Irviii. Ixix: laussen in Rerzlr Bib/+, 

1926, 11. 549; and D. S. Margolioutii in Pg.ouedinga of the Britfsh 
Acndemy, voi. xi, 13. 182. 

,useurn (fig. 4) and the other (b) in Berlin (fig. 5).  
of their bearing on ?he subject they 

ese,e some brief description : 
(a) This remarkable gem was first published by 

iirch and Franks " i n  1863. I t  is described thus : 

Very convex oval iutaglio, engraved on a sardonyx 
vith white layers, r7, in. high ; in the centre a n  eagle, 
lalding apparently, a branch; about i t  are the Himya- 
-itic letters DSXl  Nadim ; below is an  inscription iu 
:& characters, of which only the latter part can be 
leciphered, viz.: ,UI + l b  j ' in  the punishment (or 
drture) of'the fire '. This garu was probably found in 
Babylonia, and was acquired by the Museum in  1854 
with a collection formed by Captain Jones. H.E.I.C." 
The chief' exception that must be take11 to the above 

P6 Ip~~wjp t iom in 17z~ Hitnya~'tc c7zn~acier now deposited in  the 
Brittsh.Mtmzrm chiefl~ydisc~re~rd i t& Soulh Amfin,  PI. XVIII, no 42. 
The nbove draping is reproduced from this source, as the a c t ~ ~ n l  
gem was not uvailshlp a t  the t i u e  for purposes of csaminati2n a ~ l d  
photograpby. Its value an an nrcheologlcal  r e l ~ c  can be clecluced 
from the nurvlber of times ~t h a  ~ i n c e  been reprocluced and com- 
mented on. The followil~g ~ns t ances  are  known to me  : E. Osl~ncler 
i n  hls article "Zur l~ imy.~rischea Altetthumskunke" in %.D.ICf G., 
xis (1$65), P1. 35, no. e ,  p. 293, D. Nielsen, Die nlia~abisc7zedfol1d- 
?eligion (Stlnssborg, 19041, p, 157, fig. 2 5 ;  A. Glohnlann In his 
valuable article 16Gdttel~gmLale und S ~ m b o l t i e r e  au f  sudnln. 
b k h e n  Denkrn3lern" ( V ~ e n n s ,  1914) and in  his chapter " Zur 
Archiiologic Sudalabiena" in Nielsen's Handbirch, i, P. 175, fig. 75 ; 
and lecentlg i n  the Corpus, IV, iii, no. 736. 
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description is that the characters, other than Himvarite, 
are Pehleui, and not Arvbic in Kufic script. With this 
c o n c l ~ ~ s i m  (also that of the  editors of the C.1.8) 
Prof: Herzfeld, to whom I showed Lhe drawing, agrees, 
although i t  would require a minute examination of the 
original before one could try to determine a n ~ p o s r i b ] ~  
meaning. Tha Himyarite legend has been read as 
I ~ M  (Ndd?n) =, a very rare proper name apparently, 
which call throw no light on what concerns us here, 
namely the eaglc. What  does, however, throw ( 

sidrrahle light is the presence above of the mesc 
symbol, the significance of which mill be ~ons idr  
later. 

( b )  The Berlin gem is an onyx with an eagle, 
rounded by a Sabaean legend in two lines read 
(left to right) across ~V/OI  = ~ n f r  (i.e. loi~@fom 
The meaning is May (the god) 'Amm make happ. 
I t  was first published by J. H. M o r d t ~ n a n n . ~ ~  

Although the engle-type on these gems is in  e: 
case more akin in style to the one ou the coills 
Autioch (see figs. 6 aud 7) in  that  its head is t u n  
backwards, nevertheless its association with a cresce 
symbol on the  one hand, and mith melition of t 
moon-god 'Amn on the other, indicates that it rep 
sents a lunar and not a solar deity, as is usually t 

case with the Syrian eagle. I n  f'act, we can saft 
suppose that the eagle on our new coins, as we!' aQ 

27 So Birch and Flanks, the CI.S.,  sncl Ryckll~ms (ibirl., p. 

although HalCvy in Jo!rimnnl Asicllipue, Vme SBrie, tome iv ( I  
p. 352, vent u ~ d  to  yead D ~ I K P .  

In Z D.JI G., xrrxix (1885), 11.236 : and again in his Uirnpr  
I~schrvlflen zrrzd dlferficrrtcv. i n  doz kiiaiglichen Museen z~c Bt 
1693, p. 52. Recently a d  nmrc accu~ately  it hns been publi 
i n  the C.J.S., ibirl., no. 607. 
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on the above p i n s .  is the eagle-god whose worship is 
amongst the psgan Arabs before the days of 

Islam. In this connexion we have an  illuminating 

P ,,ge in the Kor;un (Sura 71, verses 22-23), in  which 

FIG. 7. 
An tioch 
A.D. 202. 

Fro. 8. 
Alexandria 

A.D. 12'8. 

,tain of these deities of' t h e  .Jcihil%ya, or Pre-Islamic 
.iod, are enumerated, altLough they are linked with 
impious w p l e  o f  the  days of Noah (.W$L). 

iceording to zhe tradition enshrined in the Koran, 
jse infideIs plotted "and said: Forsake not your 

Is; f'o~sake not Wadd nor Sum%', nor Ya&iit& and 
L O +  - 9.. - r 

6 z9 

Inkand Nasr" ( 5 s ;  G>U, y? Y3 i3: Y3 19 VIY 3). 
add we already know as the f ~ l k - ~ o d  of the  Minaeans. 
cording to Arabic tradition S U Z O ~ '  was the tribal 
ity of Hud&d,n~hile Yaj&f?i& and Yd$t were revered 
jpectively 'oy the tribes of Iledhhij and Hamdan. 
lt Nasr is the o n e  that  particularly concerns us. 

-- st Arahic works of' reference give little more con- 
rning Nasr than wha t  we already know from the 
mnic passage above quoted, namely one of the five 
31s which the Arabs rvorshipped ".2g He was the 

ecial deity, Imwever, of'the Hmyar i te  clan o f 'mu ' l -  
&'." In Anbic  tho word aa.w (2;) means 3011ie- 



times "rulture ", but it is usually the name applicai 
the eagle "I, and as we know from other sources32 
the Arabs worshipped the eagle, i t  is permissib 
conclude that  Now Far an eagle-god associated 
the moon-cult, as can be argued from the evidpn.. 
of the above gems and the presence of an eagle or 
present coins bearing the name of the great moon 
SC7L 

The worship of X ~ T  is said to have been introd, 
into the Yemen by 'Amr ibn Luhai (a legendary GI 
tain of the Ban7 K_lnziCa. who according to Ar, 
legend corrupted the true religion of Abraham into 
a form of gross idolatry). From him the cult passed 
over to the Himyarite tribes of the South of Ambia, 
where i t  lasted until the time of ail Nuwas, the last 
representative of the Hiloyarite monarchs, who phnnt 

a century before Xuharnmad earned notoriet 
massacring the Christians of Ne . j r&r~ .~~  

-. 
l 'he  presence, therefore, in South Arabia of an e 

cult with lunar associations is amply vouched for 
the present coins provide us with fresh confirma 

- and Osiander in ZN.D.G.. rii, p. 473. In onlg one instance 
that perhaps  aecidentnily-is Xasr c o n s t ~ u e d  as feminine 

Arnold, Chiennm&io An&cu, i, p. 189, j5xdJ && 
f gi) 'U commentriry by u wri te r  r h o  died i n  r a 
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snrprisi~~g, in view of the importance of the cult 
Dgst, the Pre-lslamic Arabs, that the eagle does not 
, promillently amongst the animals sculptured 
jabaean monuments so far discovered. But  i t  has 

,n ,, borne iu mind that Arabia is still tensa incognito 
the archaeolagist, although i t  is gratifyiug to learn 

,t l i s s  Stmk the donor of these r a i ~ ~ s ,  is now ron- 
,,Ling archsealogical excavations in the Hadramaut. 
, all probability thrther evidence of the cult of the 
oon.god will be forthcoming as a result. 
A ,,ious poivt noticed by Jaussen and Savigoac 

1 (Misson, ihid., p. 400) is that  the eagle is much com- 
i ,me, on the monuments of Medaia Saleh in North 
, 

Arabia than on those of Petra, the Nabataean motro- 
polis, where one would expect to find it, if Dussaud's 
+heovx be correct that the worship of Nasr, the eagle- 

od, amongst the Arabs was an  echo of the Syrian colt 
" the sun-god. Although Jaussen and Savignac dis- 
ute Dussaud's view, they nevertheless regard tho 
rab god Nasr as a solar deity. In the west the eagle 
.as certainly the bird of Zeus, and in certain parts of 
~eBellenistic world the worship of the latter, together 
rith his symbol, was assimilftted to that  of the local 
on-gad. Such syncretism may hold good for Syria, 
nd perhaps North Arabia, bnt i t  may not Loid in  the 
ase of South Arabian remains. W e  have seeu on the 

ems, above mentioned, and on these newly discovered 
oins, the association of' the eagle in each case with the 
noon-god cult, hloreover, we find the usme Nosr in  
very case (with tile one late and probably accidental 
xception noted above y. 274) construed as a rnascn- 

-- 

" Notes rSe n c y t h ~ i o ~ i e  qr iean~,  Puria 1903, pp. 22-23. 
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l i n e . ' V n  coutl-ast ta this we have several Sabaea, 
inscriptions in which the sundeity &amas is men. 
tioned, and alaags as a goddess or Bu'alat '. Thus 
we may safely draw the conclusion that the divinity 
Nrtsr ofthe Arabian iuscriptlons and of' the Xum 
in fact an eagle- or vulture-deity, as the name in 
implies, and a tribal moon-god, 11ot a solar godde: 

TVlrat conclusion can be drawn from the presen. 
the crescent aud disk (8) above the eagle on 
British Museum gem ? The siguificallcn of the syl 
has been ve~ioudy interpreted : (a,) as crescent 
star (Venus); ( as crescent and suu-disk; (c 
crescent and fulLmoon. 

All examination of the occurrence of the aymbo 
South Arabian muuoments reveals i t  in the folloa 
contexts : 

(a)  On an altar dedicated (' To b3Brik ". =rib r 
be an  epithet "eastern" applied to some deity, per6 
'dt_?tar (C.U., ibid., no. 453). Nordtmaun (Z.D. 
xxxir, p. 235) has pointed out that the word (5.L 
known to the lexicographers as a Pre-Islamic 
Moreover i t  cannot refer lo a solar deity, since. 
in Himyarite is feminine. 

-- 

'' 'l%e name also o c c u r ~  ns tlie proper name of a man, a 
iv, no. 434, line 7. For Sabapan inscliytians with dedicntia 
Nasv see Co)pcs, ibid.. hog. 189, 552-555, and R.E.S. no. 
for its mcarrence on 8 Libyanite inwription found at E 
(A1-'UIE) in North Arabia, see D. H. M"ller, Ep@vrphische 1 
mTIer mra Arnbien, p. 71. P1. 1 V. 

, - -  " See Cqnt s ,  ib& pp. 359 ff. 
a7 Osixnder (Z.D.X.G., vii, p. 475) considered the eagle as r 

goddess ; Nielsen, hovevet (Altnralisdre J f o s d r d i y i ~ ,  y. 157), 
in regarding i t  as a symbol of the lunar national gad, althou$ 
1 ~ ~ k - a  upon the disk of the symbol & as hoing n stat; presulll 
Venus (+bid., p. 110), above a cre~cent  moon. 
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(Q On inscriptions colltaioing the name of @amas 

(son) in ~ompaond form, e.g. C.I.S., nos. 2%,.285 (where 
I there am distinct traces of rays falling from the 

1 disk), 362, 8?8. Another instiace is perhaps 011 the 
dption published by hlordtmann and Mittwoch 
Bath jena-uon Wism~annsehc Giidarahien- Keise, i, 
139-140, and ii, p. 111, fig. 73, but the legend is 
firan certain. 
Qn an sltar with mention of the moon-god Wadd, 

re11 as of 'Athrar, SITLL, and &kt Hrn-i, the latter 
in-goddess ,.. (Glaser, 737 ; Grohrnaria, Gottcrsymbole, 

0 011 an altar consecrated to iVadd the moon-god 
!5., 469). 
?) On a Katabanian altar with mentiou of the moon- 
'Amm (Grohmann, ihid., p. 40). 
fl o n  an altar-fmgment found in Abyssinia, but 

I ,,ich no doubt enlauated fiom the Hadmmaut, since 
s dedicated to the moon-god Sea (whose name iuci- 
ltally is written SN) (E. Litt,mann, Deutsche Aksum- 
redition, iv, no. 32, p, 60 ;  Grohmann, ihicl,, p. 41, 
96). 

$1 On ail inscription (C.I.S., 251) in which there is 
mention of either sun 01. moon or star. See also 

~d tmann  and Mittwoch, op. cit. ,  i, pp. 139, 234-239 ; 
pp. 111-1 14; and Rjckmxns in lliutdon, 1937, p. 260. 
h )  On the British Museum gem (no. 42) with eagle ; 
Himyarite coins (see above, figs. 1 aud 2) in COU- 

lction with a male head which most probably is that 
a deity ; and on a Sabaeau gem in Berlin along with 
Ir animals' hcsds, horse, goat, sheep, and lion (Groh- 
~ I L .  ihid,. p. 4D) .xR 

" There is apparently an eagle, facing right, with open wings 
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Gmhmann, who has discussed the problem 1 
pp. 37-44j, comes to the conclusion that possib 
a late period the symbol had reference to sun-wm 
But i t  is also conceivable, he is compelled to add, 
i t  indicated the moon-godhead, either in ca~junc 
with his daughter, or spouse- the sun-(goddess), 
else with 'Athtar (Ishtar, Astarte), in which case the 
above symbolized the star. The present writer 
the opinion that the evidence summarized above i 
cates a preponderance in favour of its being a it 
symbol, with occaGona1 astral or solar appiimtio 
Examples (d), (e), and V )  are especially strong iu  fat 
of this view. If we add to this f h  new evident 
the present wins and the above-mentioned gems ( h  
is tantarnotint to certainty. The coina have the mc 
god Si%--plus the eagle-god; the R.B. Gem has 
eagle standing on a lunar crescent with c m c m t  2 

disk above ; while the BerZb~ gem bas the  eagle 
gether with n reference to the Katabanian moon-6 
'Amm. In tach of firuse eases i l r e ~ e  is n lunar relati, 
snip. 

Before we conclude our interpretation of the reve 
type there is one minor point that  deserves a passi 
notice. Below the eagle an undulat ing line will 
observed (-). The question arises: Bas this ai 
special significance? Or is i t  simply a base l i s  

but  without inreription on a Hiinyarite stone in  the poasesaion 
Icailiy Munchsrjee of Aden, See Jaussenk article in  the Ret 
Bibliqtce, 1926; PI. X! no. 3, and XlII ,  no. 3. 
" 9 Jt should perhalrj be b o n e  in mind in this connexion that 

Babnenn the  word ~SJarnm (sun) bas become according t o  Pn 
H,yckmans (i, 11. 33) un t e m a  gdn&,@e ddgg~rant &s cliuiwit 
fmwilia Ies. 

'O Not mentioned by G1.ohi9ann. 

,, presence of a curved line, presumably a lunar 
below the eagle ou the B.X. gem mentioned 

eve, suggests t h a t  perhaps the present line may have 
jmilar significance. There is, however, just another 
&ility which suggests itself, namely, that i t  may 

p m ~ e n t  the well-known curved sign J on the alreedg 

blished Hirnyarite coins.41 I t  is frequently asso- 

,tad on the Sabaean monuments with the moon-god 
rI&ah, so that it, would 110t be out of place in cou- 

with other lunar symbolism here.42 
The questiou of an approximate date for these coins 
$y now be ventured. A comparison with t l ~ e  types 

Himyslrite coins together with the parallels already 
vted on Koman Imperial coins of Antioch and Alexan- 
ia would indicate at  the earliest the second century 
D. The epigraphy of the coins rather favours this 
em. The folms of the letters point to a late data. 
Hi11 43 summed up the extant coinage of' Southern 
rabia Felix as follows : 
(1) The coinage of the Sabaeniz dynasty, diverging 
to (a) the flimyarite and (b)  the ~ ~ a t a b a n ~ n .  
(2) A small separate group, which may be Minaean. 
The discovery of the above coins enables us to add 
uem species which we may convenieutly term the  
adrarnuzctic. 
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" Hill, ibid,, 13. lvii f. 
'' For a discossion of th is  symbol of godhead, or rod of 
rereignty and it8 Babyloniau counterpart consult Grohmann, 
ittemym.l~oIe, 1~p. 6-15. 
IS ILid,, p. Ixnriv. 
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